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LG, AAP In Another War Of
Words On Yamuna Cleanup

LG Lacks Constitutional Authority

* Saxena: Kejriwal Blocked Efforts By
Getting Stay On NGT-Appointed Panel

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Inastrongly-wor-
ded poston X, LG VK Saxena
on Thursday accused former
CM Arvind Kejriwal of ob-
structing his efforts to clean
the Yamuna by obtaining a
stay from Supreme Court on
the National Green Tribunal-
appointed high-level commit-
tee. LG alleged this was done
toensure hedidn’t get the cre-
dit for cleaning the river.

Saxena alleged that in the
16 months since the stay, Delhi
govt made no efforts to clean
the Yamuna. Headded thatthe
person who hindered his initi-
ative to make the river
pollution-free must ha- §¥
vea “polluted intention §
and thinking”.

Athicksheetof whi- k2
te, toxic foam could be
seen spread over the Ya-
muna earlier this month. Pos-
ting several news clippings to
support his claims, Saxena sa-
id he started the work to clean
the Najafgarh drain on a mis-
sion mode in June 2022, within
amonth of joining the LG offi-
ce, and the results were “enco-
uraging”. He added that im-
pressed with the results, Na-
tional Green Tribunal consti-
tuted a high-level committee
under the chairmanship of
LG and entrusted it with the
responsibility of cleaning and
reviving the Yamuna.

“Five meetings of this
committee were held under
my chairmanship, in which
the work of cleaning the Ya-
muna was started on a war fo-
oting. The results of these ef-
forts also started becoming vi-
sible, The 11-km floodplain of

the Yamuna gradually beca-
me clean and encroachment-
free, and the quality of water
also started improving a litt-
le,” Saxena said in his post.

Saxena alleged thatdue te
these encouraging results,
Kejriwal started feeling that
while he could not fulfil the
promise of cleaning the Ya-
munainnineyears, LGmight

get the credit for the same.
“Asaresult, Kejriwal filed
a petition in Supreme Court
and got a stay in July 2023 on
the order of NGT nominating
me as the chairman of the
high-level committee. All the
cleaning workdone in thelast
o five months came to a
halt,” LG claimed.

“By doing this, Kej-
riwal may have succe-
eded in stopping my
i efforts to clean the Ya-

“4=' muna, but in the next
16 months, he himself did not
do asingle work in that direc-
tion,” headded. .

Highlighting the quality
of water flowing in the river,
Saxena said the high court
prohibited the devotees from
offering prayers during the
recently concluded Chhath
festival due to thefilthspread
inthe Yamuna.

Dismissing a plea seeking
a direction to the authorities
topermit Chhath Pujarituals
along the banks of the Yamu-
na, Delhi High Court obser-
ved that it could not allow
harm to the devotees due to
the highly polluted river
“Please understand you will
fall sick. We can’t allow you
(devotees) to go into the wa-
ter. It is highly polluted,” the
court observed,

To Allocate A Single Rupee: AAP

Times News MeTwork

New Delhi: AAP hasaccused
LG VK Saxena of “mislea-
ding” people and “claiming
false” credit for projects un-
dertaken by Delhigovt. 4
. Following LG's poston X
regarding the condition of
the Yamuna, AAP asserted
that the cleaning and mainte-
nance of the Najafgarh and
Shahdara drains and the set-
ting up of sewer treatment
plants were funded and ex-
ecuted by Delhi Jal Board and
the flood and irrigation cont-
rol department of Atishi-led
Delhi gowvt, not by LG, who
“lacked” the constitu-
tional authority to “al-
locate a singlerupee”.
“LG Saab, with his
unscientific methods,
caused significant da-
mageto Delhi, Without
any scientific approach, he
used the gravitational agita-
tion method in the Najafgarh
drain to stir upsilt, not consi-
dering that it would settle at
thebottom of the Yamuna, re-
ducing its water-holding ca-
pacity, which was one of the
primary reasons for flooding
inDelhi,” AAP claimed.
“Delhi govt is thankful to
Supreme Court for immedia-
tely removing LG Saab from
that so-called high-level com-
mittee, as it also prima facie
accepted that what he was do-
ing was unconstitutional and
illegal. LG is now openly qu-
estioning the Supreme Co-
urt's orders, which is unfort-
unate for a person holding a
constitutional position. LG
suggests that he knows better
thanthe Supreme Court,"” the

party added in itsstatement.

AAP said the funding of
allprojects was passed by Del-
hi govt in the legislative as-
sembly, the sanction was gi-
ven by the ministers, and the
allocation was done by theca-
binet. “Despite this, LG Saab
started a daily charade of ta-
king creditfor the work of the
elected govt,” the party said,
adding that during his tenure
as the head of the committee,
notasinglenew sewage treat-
ment plant or other project
was initiated.

Alleging that several cri-
minal gangs became active in
the capital since he took over
as LG, AAP said Saxe-
na should rather focus
on improving the secu-
rity and policing in
Delhi. It said there we-
‘re several incidents of
firing at shops, hotels,
and warehouses, and cases of
extortion. AAP claimed the
businesscommunity in Delhi
waslivingin fear dueto“LG’s
failure” to manage police ef-
fectively. AAP also pointed
out the alleged illegal felling
of trees, saying it was done
under LG'sdirections.

“This clearly shows that
as an administrator, LG has
failed to manage both police
an AAPsaid.

he party claimed thatthe
LG secretariathired acompa-
ny for Rs 1.5 crore, which “de-
vises” new methods every
day for him to take credit for
Delhigovt's work,

There have been several
instances of AAP and the LG
office trading barbs against
each other over governance-
related issues.
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DDA launches 2nd phase of Sasta Ghar
scheme offering 2,600 affordable flats

Tmes News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) laun-
ched PhaseTlof its2024“Sas-
ta Ghar™ housing scheme on
Thursday, offering over 2,600
affordable flats across vario-
us localities, including Na-
rela, Rohini, Manglapuri
(Dwarka), Siraspur, and
Loknayakpuram. A
The scheme saw a tremen-
dous response, with more
than 600flats sold injustafew
hours ‘on the first day, said

DDA officials.

In Manglapuri (Dwarka)
alone, all 191 EWS flats were
sold out in the first few hours.
Flats in Rohini are also
selling rapidly, while in Nare-
la, more than 200 EWS flats
were already sold.

*“This initiativeisastrong
stepby DDA to address theri-
sing demand for affordable
housing in Dethi,” the offici-
al said. Over 2,500 flats are of-

fered S in' Rohini,- Dwarka, -

Mangolpuri, Ramgarh, Lok-
nayakpuram, Sirsapur, Na-

rela, and other partsof theci-
ty under thisscheme.

“We aim to facilitate peo-
ple buying their own houses
in Delhi, and all these flats of-
fered in Phase 2 of the Sasta
Ghar Housing Scheme arere-
ady to move in. People can vi-
sitourwebsitetogetregistra-
tion done prior to booking
flats, and they can also visit
thesite;” the officialadded.
~ This is in addition to the
ongoing sale of the remai-
ning flats out of a total of
9,000 flats offered under Pha-

se I of three schemes — Sasta
Ghar, Madhyama Vargiya,
and Dwarka Housing Sche-
me, launched in Aug this ye-
ar. Officials claimed that at
least 1,650 flats out of nearly
9,000 flats offered in Phase I
of the Sasta Ghar Housing
Scheme and Madhyam Vargi-
ya Housing Scheme 2024 we-
re being sold on a first-come,

first-served.basis at Jasola,

Narela, Rohin_i_.Loknayakpu-
ram, Ramgarh, and Siraspur
in various categories umtil
the end of Sept.
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Abhinav Garg
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Delhi High Court has told DDA
to pay a compensation of over Rs11lakh to
thefamily of aman whoin2001 felland died
after the balcony of his DDA flat collapsed.

The court said it was “clear that DDA's
negligence was the direct cause for the bal-
cony collapse”. It said that there was noevi-
dence to suggest that the now “deceased or
his family took any deliberate action that
could have contributed to seepage ordamp-
ness”, grounds that DDA cited as causes for
the balcony collapse. “On the contrary, it is
probable that they used the balcony in the
ordinary courseof daily life,” Justice Dhar-
mesh Sharma said in a recent order. It as-
ked DDA, the land-owning agency for the
project, to pay over Rs 11 lakh to the man's
widow and her sons, at the rate of 6% per
annum fromthedate of filingof the present

. Writ petition in Jan 200L

The court pointed out that despite repe-
ated complaints by the man and other resi-
dents, DDA refused toactand repair the da-

" mage, instead blaming seepage and damp-

ness. The family was living in a secondflo-
or apartment of the multi-storied project

| developed by DDA for low and medium-in-

come groups in Jhilmil Colony. The petitio-
ners alleged that the construction of the
flats was of substandard quality Its plaster
had peeled off within five to six years of

Nl . o - a

‘DDA told to pay for man’s
“death in balcony collapse

construction.

Brushing aside DDA's defence that it
wasundernoobligationtomaintain theflat
afterselling it off, the high courtunderlined
that “DDA had a continuing obligation to
ensure the infrastructure's durability and
longevity post-allotment, The facts of this
caseunequivocally demenstrate that latent
construction defects, which should have be-
en addressed timely, were the root cause,
DDA was responsible for rectifying these
defects, either directly or through its agen-
cies,” thecourt said.

The court also took adverse inferen-
ce of DDA's refusal to furnish the file
containing its inspection reports of the
collapsed property, despite repeated or-
ders by the high court during the hea-
ring of the plea, which was filed in 2001

It said that DDA’s argument — that the
incident occurred almost 12 years after the
handing over of the flat—*“cutsnoice.”

DDA cited an internal report of its engi-

. heers to deny liability; but the court termed

it “clearly self-serving, onesided and a
completeeye-wash”. It pointed out that me-
rely because other halconies werefound in-
tact, it “doesnot imply that all waswell with
the superstructure of the balcony that col-
lapsed. By all means, DDA was accountable
for the quality; strength and lifespan of the
balcony's superstructure, The excuse that
seepage or leakage caused the damage re-
mains unsubstantiated, as no expert body
validated thefinding,” thecourtsaid, - '
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NDMC to get 5.5L tulip -
bulbs for Z1.6 crore soon

Vibha.Sharma
@limesofindia.com

New Delhid: New Delli Muni-
cipal Council has initiated the
process to procure 5.5 lakh tu-
lipbulbs at acost of Rs1.6cro-
e, to adorn, as usual, impor-
tant parks, gardens and roun-
dabouts in the city Plantation
will begin by mid-December.
Ttalsowrote tothe CS1R-In-
stituteof Himalayan Bio-reso-
urce Technology in Palampur
taprovide the hulbs preserved
in 2023 after the flowering sea-
son ended for replanting.
“Thebulbs treated and preset-
ved in 2023 will be used this
winter. We asked the institute
to supply some bulbs for reu-
ge,”" and NDMC official said.
Last vear, NDMC preser-
ved 54,000 bulbs after the flo-
wering season ended. Of
them,52.000bulbs weresentto
the CSIR-THBT, Palampur, for
further research, and the rest
tothe NDMC'sadvanced high-
technursery at LodhiGarden.
Given the bigger order for
bulbs this vear, NDMC willal-
so enhance the cold storage
capacity. "A tender has been
floated for establishing a se-
cond climate-controlled tullp
propagation and storage
chamber at Lodhi Garden
nursery, where these bulbs
willbeprogrammed and trea-
ted before plantation. We are
assumingthedevelopmentof
the facility in the next two
months. The chamber can ca-

WINTER BLOOM: NDMC hopes to begin the plantation by mid-Dec

ter to 36,000 bulbs at a time,"”
saidan official.

Of the 5.5 lakh tulip bulbs
being procured, 3.5 lakh will
be used to liven up Lutyens’
Delhi and the remaining dis-
tributed among Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority, MCD and
PWD. This year, the entire
NDMC area, including its 52
roundabouts and prominent
places like the diplomatic
area of Shanti Path, Talkato-
ra Garden, Windsor Place,
Central Park in Connaught
Place, Mandi House, Akbar
Road, Chanakyapuri, etc.,
will get tulip flowers. “Our te-
ams are also doing pround
surveys and exploring op-
tions to identify new roads
and green areas where traffic
movement is lower and suffi-
cient water supply is availab-

letoplant the bulbs,"” said the
official. MCD will also intro-
duce fowers in its major
parks for the first time.
NDMC is a pioneer in tu-
lip plantation in public areas
in central Delhi, inspired by |
the vision of Rashtrapati
Bhawan. The tulip planting
project, initiated five years
ago, is part of NDMC's ongo-
ing dedication to creating a
more beautiful and prospero-
uscapitalcity, said officials. |
In 2023, three lakh tulip
bulbs were imported from the
Netherlands, with one lakh |
designated for and the ‘
rest to adorn public spaces |
across Lutyens’ Delhi. "Apart *
from tulips, other seasonalflo- |
wers like salvia, petunia, an- |
tirrhinum and marigold were |
alsoplanted,” saidtheofficial. |

LG: 642 village

works taken

‘up in 7 mths,

more to come

Times News Netwony,

New Delhl: In about seven
months since the launch of Dil-
11 Gramodaya Abhlyan (DGA),
642 development works have be-
enundertaken inthevillages of
Delhl, with many more in the
pipeline, the lieutenant gover-
nor's officesaid on Saturday.

Officials said LG VK Saxe-
na recently reviewed the pro-
gress and status of the works
and expressed <datisfaction
with their progress. A total of
Rs 960 crore will be spent on
the upgradation and augmen-
tation of civic infrastructure
in Delhi's villages. Senior offi-
cials of [Delhi Des {
ifhority which Is
and implementing the pro-
jects,and MCD and irrigation
and flood control department,
the two agencies executing
the projects, were present at
themeeting.

According to officials, the
works began in villages after
the launch of the scheme in
March this year by Union ho-

Officials said that Saxena
recently reviewed the
progress and status

of the projects and
expressed satisfaction

with their progress

me minister Amit Shah. “Out
of 642 projects, 111 were alrea-
dy completed, 296 are inthead-
vanced stage of completion,
while the work on 118 has'star-
ted and is in the early stages.
Theremaining117 projectsare
atthestageof sanctioningand
pre-implementation,” said a
Raj Niwas official.

Qfficials added that piped
gas connections were provi-
ded to93 of 200 identified villa-
ges, while the work for the re-
maining 107 will be completed
by March 2025. Another offici-
alsaidthat43villageswillhave
piped gas connections by Dec.

*These connections are
being provided by Indraprast-
ha Gas Limited (IGL) under

* the negis of DGA, butare not

belng funded from the alloca-
ted amount of Rs 960 crore,”
theofficial said.
OfMicialssaidtheworksbe-
ing undertaken under DGA
included the development of
parks, gymuasiums, roads, se-
wers, water bodies, eremation
gronnds, and other civie jne-
nities, which weve previously
neglected. These projects we
re selected alter detailed on
ground  consultations  with
the residents. The disteict ma
pistrates held theee rownds of
diseussions  with villagers
aned staved in the villages due

P .
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LG REVIEWS CIVIC, |
INFRASTRUCTURE |
WORKS IN DELHI'S

URBAN VILLAGES

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gover-

nor (LG) VK Saxena on Saturday

reviewed the work being under-

taken in urban villages of Delhi

under the Dilli Gramodaya Abhi-

van (DGA), officials from the LG
- secretarijat said. -

_ The Delhi” ne'vﬂopiét
Authority, along with other civic
-~ authorites, is carrying out 642

works in 200 identified villages
related to infrastructure devel-
opment and civic amenities
since March this year when the
scheme was launched, officials

said. More than 2960 crore has
been allocated for the same. -

The works include develop-
ment of parks, gymnasium;
roads, sewers, water bodies, cre-
mation grounds, pastures and
other civic amenities.

“Work began in these villages
after inauguration of DGA in
March this year by Union home
minister Amit Shah. Out of the
642 works, 111 have already been
completed, 296 are in advance
stage of completion and 118 were
in early stages of implementa-
tion,” said an official, Addition-
ally, piped gas connection to 93
villages have been completed,
while the remaining will be sup-
plied by March 2025. “These
connections are being provided
by IGL...and are not being
funded from the allocated !
amount,” the official added. |

-_—
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How Delhi Is Easing Floodpain, Bit By

1,536 ACI’ES Of Riverine Land CLEARING ENCROACHMENTS
Recovered From May To Sept

Siddhanta Mishra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Between May 2022
and Sept this year, the authori-
ties reclaimed 1,536 acres of
the Yamuna floodplain. Encro-
achment of the riverine land,
especially for construction of
houses, has beenabigproblem
and is considered a major rea-

Encroachment of the
riverine land has been
a big problem and is
considered a major
reason for urban
flooding & waterlogging

son for urban flooding and wa-
terlogging. The floodplain is
crucial to the river's ecosys-
temn and important for rechar-
ging groundwater.

The Yamuna has a 22-km
course across the city and its
floodplain now has been mar-
red by unauthorised structu-
res such as houses, dairies,
slum clusters and illegal
farms. Theseareoften cleared
during anti-encroachment

drives conducted by Delhi De-
velopment Authority, the ow-
ner of thefloodplain land.

Recently, during the ex-
amination of the matter rela-
ted to bane of waterlogging in
the city in Delhi High Court,
chief secretary Dharmendra
presentedareportdetailingef
fortsmadetodeal withthe pro-
blem. In 2023, for several days,
partsof central and north Del-
hi were flooded by the spillo-
ver from a Yamuna in spate.

Several environmental ex-
perts said that the persistent
waterlogging and aggravated
episodes like these were close-
ly related to encroachment
and construction on the flood-
plain. Yet, largeportionsof the
riverine land remain occupied
by illegal establishments. Offi-
cials said there wereatleast fo-
ur separate cases going on in
the high court related toencro-
achment and illegal construc-
tion onthe floodplain.

In2014, areportbyaNatio-
pal Green Tribunal team si-
milarly pointed out that not
only were there illegal struc-
tures on the floodplain, but
the bridges built there hadal-

File Photo
Delhi stretch | In 2023, NGT constituted Yamuna
of Yamuna spans a high-level-committee flaodplain
avanva Lo identify and restoration
22km demarcate floodplain
work for acres
90% demarcation 1r53 of land
of floodplain completed, | on floodplain freed
according to officials between 2022 and 2024 -
10 project§ taken up by DDA on the floodplain for . R
development of riverfronts, eco parks, wetlands, etc Land freed
mainly in
three areas
: I Okhla
- F Knizrabad |

k‘ﬁ‘ 3

TIVE MEASURES IN PLACE

Aerfal mapping of | Satellite image { Security guards
floodplain using drones | tracking | & i deployedto

and to track quantum and ofnew )] { provide protection .o
locations where debris are beingdumped | clusters (EN. | and monitor land

B- t
sn proven problematic for the
river’s flow

In.July this year, the high
eourt directed DDA to fence
both the riverbank and the ri-
verbed after removing all en-
croachments and  illezal
constructions on the flood-
plain to ensure no illegal
construction took place in
the future. It also asked for
thedrains flowing into theri-
ver to be barricaded.

Since 2020, DDA has deve-
loped10biodiversity parkson
the Yamuna floodplain. Four
were created on land thatwas
encroachment-free.  whilz
the remaining had to contend
with encroached land. inclu-
ding land under litigation.

Under Delhi's Master Plan
2021, the floodplain along the
22km stretch of the Yamuna
inDelhi comprises the O zone.
with restrictions placed on
construction there In the
draft Master Plan 2041, DDA
has divided the O zone into O
zone Iand O zone 1. In the for-
mer, designated the ‘rver zo-
ne’, no constuction will be
permirted Some regularad de-
velopment will be allowsd In
the latter Currentix there are
around 76 unautherised colo-
nies in O zone I1, which Pnj
proposes to delineate 1o regu-
larise construction activies.
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‘TODAY, THE FACILITIES IN GOVT SCHOOLS EVEN SURPASS THOSE IN PRIVATE SCHOOLS';

Children’s Day: CM maugurates
131-room school at Sunder Nagr1

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: On the occa-
sion of Childrens Day, Chief
Minister Atishi inaugurated a
new, world-class government
school in Sunder Nagri, North-
east Delhi. The school, built by
the AAP government, aims to
provide top-tier education to
over 7,000 students in an area
that has long struggled with
overcrowded classrooms,
Speaking at the event, CM
Atishi praised the schools
development, noting the con-
trast with the areas past. “Sun-
dar Nagri and Nand Nagri are
among the most densely pop-
ulated areas in Delhi. To see
such a magnificent world-class
school here, in such a crowded
area where even walking space
is limited, is unbelievable,’ she
said. She also recalled the con-
ditions before the AAP govern-

The Sarvodaya school with 131 classrooms,
seven laboratories, one library, two multi-
purpose halls, and one conference room
will operate in two shifts, offering all three
streams — arts, commerce, and science: CM

ment took charge. “When our
government was first elected in
2015, and we inspected schools
in this area, every classroom was

filled with 100-150 students,
with children sitting on floors
and mats. Even the best teacher
would struggle to provide qual-

ity education in such condi-
tions,” Atishi explained.

The newly inaugurated Sar-
vodaya school spans five sto-
ries and is equipped with 131
classrooms, 7 laboratories, a
library, two large multi-pur-
pose halls, and an activity
room. The school will offer all
three academic streams, Arts,
Commerce, and Science, and
operate in two shifts. Atishi
emphasised, “This school will
become a hub for world-class
education for 7,000 children
amidst the densely populated
area of Northeast Delhi”

The land for the school had
been seized by land mafias but
was reclaimed by the Delhi gov-
ernment. “This land was orig-
inally allocated by th:rﬁ‘D.?
to the Education Departmen
for building a school in 2003.
However, previous parties and

‘leaders showed no interest in

the education of ordinary chil-
dren, and it eventually fell under
the control of land mafias,” Ati-
shi said. “But when the AAP
government, led by Arvind
Kejriwal, came to power, we
fought and reclaimed this land,
finally commencing the school’s
construction”

Atishi also highlighted the
broader transformation of Del-
hi’s public education system,
noting the addition of 22,700
classrooms since 2015. “Today,
the facilities in government
schools even surpass those in
private schools,” she added.

Concluding her address, CM
Atishiurged Delhi’s residents to
continue supporting a govern-
ment that prioritizes education,
“If the people of Delhi want
good schools and a bright future
for their children, they must
once again choose a govern-

ment that prioritises education”
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,DDA launches Phase-II of 20

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

he Delhi Development

Authority (DDA) on
Thursday launched Phase 11
of its 2024 Sasta Ghar hous-
ing scheme offering over
2,600 affordable flats across
various locations, including
Narela, Rohini, Manglapuri
(Dwarka), Siraspur and
Loknayakpuram,
According to a statement, the
authority said that the scheme
has seen a tremendous
response, with more than 600
flats sold in just a few hours
on the first day.
“In Manglapuri (Dwarka)
alone, all 191 EWS flats were
sold out in the first few hours.
The flats in Rohini are also
getting sold out rapidly, while
more than 200 EWS flats
have already been sold in
Narela,” it stated.
This initiative is a strong step’
by the DDA to address the ris-
ing demand for affordable
housing in Delhi, the state-

ment added.

Earlier, the authority had
launched three housing
schemes offering a variety of
flats located at different places
across the city catering to all
categories of income groups,.
which was approved at the

o presteods L

Authority meeting at Raj
Niwas.
According to proposals, DDA
- Sasta Ghar Housing Scheme
2024 will offer lower income
group (LIG) and economi-
cally weaker sections (EWS)
flats at discounted rates in

24 Sasta Ghar hous

Ramgarh Colony, Siraspur,
Loknayakpuram, Rehini, and
Narela through first come
first serve (FCES) mode, mak-
ing housing more accessible
and enabling a common man
to own a house in Delhi for
low income group, Under the

- z R e =

ing scheme

scheme, around 34000 flats
are to be offered, with start-
ing price as low as approxi-
mately Rs. 11.5 lakh.

Under the General Housing
scheme, flats of all categories
including high income group
(HIG), middle income group
(MIG), LIG and EWS at dif-
ferent localities like Jasola,
Loknayakpuram and
Narelawill be offered at 2023
prices without any price esca-
lation. The starting price of
flats is approximately Rs. 29
lakh and around 5400 flats to
be offered under this scheme.
DDA's Dwarka Housing
Scheme will offer MIG, HIG
and higher category flats in
Sector 14, 16B and 19B of
Dwarka through an e-aucton
process.

This will provide an oppor-
tunity to people to own a
house in the upscale area of
Dwarka. About 173 flats are
being offered under the
scheme, with starting price of
Rs. 128 lakh.

)
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From Sarai Kale Khan to Birsa Munda Chowk, a historical journey

Bengal Presidency (now movement that armse @ the Bkar
Iha:%hand] in the late 19th century, and Jharkhand bel m the ey
making him an important figure in  19th Century, to protest Zresn
the history of the countrys colonisation. a
independence movernent. Munda rallied the trbals © g
Born in 1875 in present-day against the forceful bnd zareing
Jharkhand, Munda had challenged carried out by the Zonss
British rule and is credited with  government, whi wu:.’.d.m::
mobilising tribals against the tribals into bonded labores. and
empire, He died in British custody  force them to abject poverry. He
ata young age of 25 years, Munda,  influenced his people @ f"a*i e
the hero of the Indian tribal imgomn:_e U:h awrurg A;:ru ;"ﬁ-
freedom struggle, played a pivotal  and asserting their ngns

role in i.n%gjiri:g ’ the PLril‘:a.l He founded the f:m:::qu Sira. 2
community of the Chotanagpur blend of animism 20d o oo
region to fight for their beliefs, which emphassed the
independence. He led the armed  worship of a single god He becarne
y revolution known as “Ulgulan” their leader and was gven tEt
mar Saxena, Union Ministar (the rebellion) against British rule.  nickname, ‘Dharn Aba or the

) = NEW DELHI Inn of Moustaches) because
= aiaen f'nnn had long moustaches, m

rediacval era origin Sarai Kale  was a symbol of masculinity in
- Khan Chowk dating back to  those days. ]
the 16-17 Cen will now be The renaming of the historic area,
called Birsa Munda chowk in a comes ahead of the Delhi
tribute to the tribal icon and Assembly polls, - and was
freedom fighter. The renaming, on  announced by the minister on the
the occasion of his 150th birth occasion of the unveiling of a
anniversary, was announced on statue of Birsa Munda by Union
Friday by Union Minister of Home Minister A:nlt Shah and
Housing and Urban Affairs Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Manchar Lal. November 15 was Kumar Saxena at the Baansera
declared ‘Janjatiya Gaurav Divas by Bamboo Park near Sarai Kale
the Central government in2021. ~ Khan inter-state bus terminus
Sarai Kale Khan is one OI{I LI}e })ISB’E} in Dwumii“th{?:ﬂmh&.
busiest areas of Delhi, particularly ~ President Droupa .
due to the Inter-State Bus Terminal  Prime Minister Narendra Modi

—

: e et )
|Union Home Minister Amit Shan, Delhi Ll Governar Yirai Ku

2 aders also paid mit Shan, I B R ke
i e il xd_gexcial Wle t leade  Union Minister of Stale Harsh Malhatra, BJP BPs Mano] Tiwari, He belonged to the Mun: in z
travellers to destinations across m‘bme;j:; dih: w};eadecrf a tribal g:gmﬂm&"&h&m and Ramvir Singh Bidhusi and ohers during the the Chhoranagpur P_]zxcaum He 9, 1900, atage 15. ——
Egnh mdmz\-i?oct]}:s %Tﬁwsx mmmt ﬂnsl:t started in the - unvelling of a statue of fresdam fighter Birsa Munda on his binh anniversary PTl  spearheaded an Indian tribal mass _ Contin :
own as f } , ) 2 -

From Sarai Kale Khan

to Birsa Munda...

From page 1

Addressing the gathering at the
event, Khattar said “Bliagwan
Birsa Munda is a very big name
for the country's tribal
community as he wafcd ahuge
strugglé against the British for
snatching away their natural
resources, To preserve the
memory of such an inspiring
personality, especially for the
uth, a statue of Bhagwan
irsa Munda was unveiled by
Union Home Minister Amit
Shah and the ISR Chowk has
been named after him."
Sarai Kale Khan is a historic
locality and a Gujfar vitlage of
Basista / Bosatta Gotra (clan),
migrated from Khanpur village
situated in South Delhi in
16th-17th Century, In the
North-west corner of the
village there used ta be some
remains of old moenuments
which were called ‘Mahal'

(Manslun), nowadays the area
INW Flats. The land area
of “Saral Kale Khan once
stretched from Purana Qila

(Old Fort) in the North-west to

JawaharLal Nehru Stadium in
the West, Mayur Vihar in the
East and Taimoor Nagar in the
South.
According to Volume 111 of
‘Monuments of Delhi: Lasting
Splendour  of the Great
Mughals  and  QOthers',
compiled by Maulvi Zatar
Hasan and first published in
1920, “The sarai of Kale Khan
which was constructed  of
rubble masonry was originally
surrounded by arched cells,
with their outer walls crowned
¢ battlements”,
The siurai seemed to be one of
those which are hnown to have
been built by Sher Shah at the
distance of a "Kimh {(nearly 3
k) on the roadd trom Bengal
to the Indus’, it sai “In each
of these sarais, travellers,
Mubhammadans as well as
Hindus, were entertained, at
the public expense, by the
ander of the Emperor, and
horse posts were established
there for quick
communication, so that news
from  Bengal reached him
daily,” the book mentioned.
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‘Over 600 projects
carried out in Delhi |

1

faree e & il : V]_u 1 7 th 2|
Tt e ages In 7 months
it =t A A @ -
T e NEW DELHI: Over 600 |
éﬁﬂ?ﬁm 2 i S development projects have
I &ﬂf been undertaken in the vil-
oo 1 = lages of the national capital
: : ) within seven months of the
2 launch of Dilli Gramodaya
*m’“ﬂﬂgﬁﬁ Abhiyan (DGA), a state-
: o 3 ment said on Saturday.
SR 2w Delhi Lieutenant Gov-
S f;; ernor VK Saxena recently | ERSEAEPL
) i i Sh'{'q 1 reviewed the progress and  DelhiL-G VK Saxena recently
W (@ﬁm} ¥ status of projects unde]r- reviewed the progress the DGA™
: taken in the vjllages of Delhi  jnitiative PICPTI
o MW'E"W under DDA ‘Diglli Gramo- i
s & g 3 960 daya Abhiyar’ (DGA), it have also been completed
RASANN A gﬁ said. According to the state-  under the DGA and proj- -
T 1 95 Ty ment released by the Raj ects for the remaining 107
e T m Niwas office, there is a pro-  will be completed by March
& o 2R 3 vision of more than Rs 960 2025, of which 43 villages
‘3@‘"‘3“ ki g crore for the DGA. will have piped gas connec-
 Felfd T 642 i _ It was informed during tions as early as December
@ ¥ A 3 the meeting that a total of this year itself. :
g ﬂi sifid e P 642 projects related to infra- It may be noted that
ﬁmﬂg X 13 structure development and these connections being
liid i;éﬂ improvement of civic ame- provided by IGL under the -
forrr %ﬁﬂf 1 nities were being under- aegis of DGA are not being
g1 642 At L 4> taken, it stated. _ funded by the allocated
B X a{ﬁ;gk ! 2; ¥ The projects began in  amount of Rs 960 crore,
gﬂfﬁ L) a’lﬂiiﬁ?:; these villages after the inau- it said. Projects under-
118 #t 3 guration of DGA in March  taken by the DGA include
At m:;‘[ﬂ 3&; 17 Union Home Minis- the development (‘)jf parks,
ter Amit Shah and have, gymnasiums, roads, sew-
Fgiaa & 9 F thereafter, been moving at el?:,-r\luater bodies, cremation
Ao Y a steady pace. Out of the grounds, pastures and other

642 projects being under-  civic amenities in these vil-

taken, 111 had already been
completed, 296 were in the
advance stage of completion
and 118 were in the early
stages of implementation. A
total of 117 projects were at
the stage of sanctioning and
| pre-implementation stage,
i the statement said.

In addition to these,
piped gas connections to 93
| out of 200 identified villages

lages that had been hitherto
neglected due to the Delhi
government’s apathy, it said.

These projects were
selected after detailed on-
ground consultations with
the residents themselves
wherein DMs over three
rounds had stayed in the vil-
lages and consulted the resi-
dents in camps organised
for this purpose. AGINCIES
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LG reviews progress, Statis of

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELKI

works being undertak

ieutenant Governor Vinai

Kumar  Saxena  has
reviewed the progress and
status of works being
undertaken in the villages of
Delhi under the ambitious
“Dilli Gramedaya Abhiyan”

(DGA) __of _ the ! Delhi]
Devel _ Authority

“During the review
eeting, it was informed that
altogether 642 works worth
Rs 960 crore related to
infrastructure development
and improvement of civic
amenities was being
undertaken. .

Out of the 642 works being
undertaken, 111 had already

- been completed, 296 were in

advance stage of completion
and 118 were in early stages of
implementation. 117 projects
were at the stage of
sanctioning  and pre-
implementation stage.

Apex officers of DDA (the
funding and  partially
implementing agency), and
implementing agencies -

Municipal Corporation of

Delhi (MCD) and Irrigation
& Flood Control (I & FC)
Department ‘were present in

Y L T T
v AT L S
¥ . .

= 2R

the meeting
Works began in these villages
after the inauguration of
DGA in March this year by
the Home Minister, Amit
Shah and have, thereafter,
been moving at a steady pace,
In addition to these, piped gas
connections to 93 out of 200

.identified villages had also

been completed under the
DGA and works for the
remaining 107 will be
completed by March, 2025, of
which 43 villages will have
piped gas connections as early
as December this year itself,
It may be noted that these
connections being provided
by IGL under the aegis of
DGA are not being funded by

under DGA

i
; : i
the allocated amount of
Rs.960 Cr.
Works that are being
undertaken under DGA
include development of parks,
gymnasium, roads, sewers,
water bodies, cremation
grounds, pastures and other
civic amenities in these
villages that had been hitherto
lying neglected due to Delhi
Governments apathy.
These projects were selected
after detailed on-ground

consultations  with  the |

residents themselves wherein
DMs over three rounds had
stayed in the villages and
consulted the residents_in
camps specifically organized
for tEﬂs purpose. N4

|
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