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DDA nod not needed for gelling

OUR CORRESPONDENT
e ittt s oL

NEW DELHI In a signifi-
€ant move aimed at easing
access to electricity for resi-
dents of unauthorised colo-
nies, the Delhi government has
announced that the manda-
tory No Objection Certificate
(NOC) from the Delhi Devel-
Oopment Authority (DDA} will
0o longer be required,

Chief Minister Atishi
revealed this decision during
a press conference, stating that
electricity connections will be
provided within 15 days with- |

Chief minister Atishi

out the need for an NOC in
1,731 unauthorised colonies
across the city.

CM Atishi emphasised the
ur%:mcy of this decision, high-
lighting the frustrations faced
by residents due to the previ-
ous requirement imposed by

the BJP-run DDA, "For the
past year, residents of unau-
thorised colonies in Delhi have
been struggling to get elec-
tricity connections due to an
order by BJP-governed DDA,
she noted. The earlier mandate
forced residents to obtain writ-
ten NOCs, certifying that their
areas were not part of the land
pooling zone, leading to wide-
spread bribery and corruption.

“This situation compelled
residents to run from place to
place, facing hurdles in apply-
ing for electricity meters and
having to pay bribes for NOCs}'

Atishi explained, adding that
she had received numerous
complaints from affected res-
idents. Areas such as Swa-
roop Vihar Extension, West
Kamal Vihar, Mohan Garden,
Vipin Garden, and Nawada
Extension were particularly
impacted, with residents voic-
ing their grievances directly to
her as both Energy Minister
and Chief Minister.

Atishi stressed the govern-
ment’s commitment to improv-
ing conditions in unauthorised
colonies, which had been
neglected for years by previous

dministrations. “These colo-
:lies were in a dire state alw::;
ten years ago, Politicians wou
wcgfmt es %,urn these areas but
then neglect them, leaving the
roads unpaved and the water
and sewage lines uninstalled;
she remarked. )

Since the formation of
the Aam Aadmi Party {A)_\P)
government, led by Arvind
Kejriwal, significant progress
has been made, according to
Atishi. “Be it road construc-
tion, laying water and sewage
lines, significant development
has taken place in the last

SC asks L-G for personal affidavit
on tree felling in Delhi Ridge area

The bench posted the case for hearing on October 22

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Supreme

Court on Wednesday directed [

ot Gevernor (L-G) and

' Chairperson V K Sax-
ena to file a personal affidavit
detailing actions against erring
officials for allegedly illegally
felling around 1,100 trees in
Delhi Ridge area in February.

A bench of Chief Justice
of India D Y Chandrachud
and Justices ] B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra said it wanted the
L-G to fix accountability of the
erring officials and take action,
including disciplinary proceed-
ings and criminal prosecution,
without waiting for any judiclal
directions before Oclober 22,
the next date of hearing,

The top court sought a slew
of information from the Delhi
L-G while hearing a contempt
case against the DDA Vice-
Chairman Subhasish Panda,
other officials and sone private
parties over the allef,ed felling
! of trees. The tree felling drive
\wa.s purportedly done for wid-

REPRESENTATIONAL IMAGE

ening the road going towards
Central Armed Police Forces
Institute of Medical Sciences
(CAPFIMS} Hospital,

The bench, however, said
it transpired from the records
that the DDA chairperson vis-
ited the site on February 3,and
ordered the expedition of the
road widening process.

Seeking certain informa-
tion from the L-G, the bench
said, “Whether during the
course of the site visit on Feb-
ruary 3, 2024, there was any
discussion or intimatlon fur-
nished with the DDA chairper-

son on the permission required |
to be obtained from this court

for the felling or removal of

trees”

It further said, “In the event
of the answer to the one being
positive, what steps, if any, were
taken to ensure that the per-
mission of this court would be
obtained before the actual fell- |
ing of trees took place?”

“In the event of the answer
being negative, when was the
DDA chairperson first made
aware of the fact that permis-
sion was required from this
Court for the felling of trees?™ |
the order noted. !

The felling of trees report-
edly commenced on February |
16, 2024, before an application
was moved, being ultimately |
dismissed by an order of M |
4, the top court noted.

“What steps, if any, have
been taken for the remedia-
tion and restoration of the eco-
logical damage which hasbeen
caused by the felling of trees
despite the nd.mlttcg absence
of any permission from this
court?” questioned the bench,

. . nies’
power connections in unauthorised colo

" firmed.

decadey vl of the NOC

i is seen as a pro-
rei[iu\:;e?]ni:;;e to facilitate
ai:icker access 10 essential
;Igﬂricg:s_ “I pleased to
announce that the Delhi gov-
ernment has d.e:cide_d that
no NOC will be required for
installing electricity meters in
1,731 unauthorised colonies.
Anyone residing in these cu]o—
nies can apply for 2n electricity
meter, and they w‘iﬂ.rer.ewe a
connection within 15 days, as
stipulated by the DISCOMs,
Atishi stated.
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'SC asks Delhi L-G to filé
personal affidavit on tree
felling in the Ridge area

Krishnadas Rajagopal
NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Lieutenant Governor (L-G)
of Delhi, V.K. Saxena, who
is also Chairperson of the
delhi Development Auth!
¢ (DDA), to file a perso-
nal afhdavit on the circum-
stances leading to the
illegal felling of over 1,000
valuable trees by the statu-
tory body in the Capital's
protected Ridge area as
part of a road-widening
project.
A threejudge Bench
headed by Chief Justice of
India DY. Chandrachud

| said the court wanted to

get its information from
the highest authority in the
DDA. It said Mr. Saxena
must take personal respon-
sibility while framing the
contents of his affidavit.
The court was address-
ing allegations that the L-G
visited the road project site
in the southern Ridge area
on February 3 and had di-
rected the widening work
to be expedited. The actual
felling of the trees com-
menced on February 16.
For felling trees in forest
area in Delhi, prior permis-
sion had to be mandatorily
obtained from the Su-

L-GV.K. Saxena

preme Court as well as the
Centre under the Forest
Conservation Act.

The court recorded in -

the order that the trees in
question had been actually
felled even before DDA
moved the apex court for
permission. The apex
court had refused permis-
sion for cutting the trees
on March 4.

Cases clubbed

On knowing the actual
facts of the case about the
felling of trees without per-
mission, the apex court
had initiated contempt ac-
tion against the DDA in
April 2024. The court had
also ordered status quo.
Subsequently, the separate
cases concerning the tree
felling, till then heard by
two different Benches of
the apex court, Were

clubbed and listed before
the three-judge Bench
headed by the Chief
Justice.

In its order, the Chief®
Justice’s Bench said the
material on record was still
“ambiguous about certain
critical aspects” and called

for further elaboration,:

this time from the DDA
Chairperson himself, The

court pointed out that:

there was no sign of the
timber.

Series of questions
The court order raised a
series of questions for the
L-G to respond to on the
basis of the material on re-
cord and from his “perso-
nal knowledge”, asking
whether he was told by any
DDA officials that prior
permission of the court
was required before felling
the trees and if so, when.
The CJI made it clear
that the court expected the
L-G to initiate disciplinary
action, criminal prosecu-
tion and fix accountability
on all those who are in-
volved in the felling of the
trees by October 22, the

next date of court hearing. |

“We want you to take ac
tion- before we take ac-
tion,” the CJ1 told the L-G's

counsel,
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1tk

Thursday, October 17, 2024
I

WAHI

DELHI DEVEL.OPMENT AUTHORITY
LIBRARY

CM: DDA nod not d
must to get power in

unapproved colonies

e Hindu
NEW DELHI

reau

The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) government on Wed-
nesday said it has done
away with the need to ob-
tain a no-objection certifi-
cate (NOC) from the Delhi
Development  Authority
(DDA) to get new electrici-
ty connections in 1,731 un-
authorised colonies in the
Capital.

Announcing the deci-
sion, Chief Minister Atishi
said it was taken following
several complaints from
residents that they were
being forced to pay bribes
to obtain the document
from the DDA, a statutory
body under the Union Mi-
nistry of Housing and Ur-
ban Affairs.

She also slammed the
urban body for issuing an
order mandating the need
for an NOC to get a new
power connection.

The CM alleged that the
DDA had issued the order
at the behest of the BJP-led
Centre, drawing criticism
from Dethi's principal Op-
position party, which ac-
cused Ms. Atishi of “ped-
dling lies”.

BJP’s North East Delhi
Lok Sabha member Manoj
Tiwari said no such direc-
tive had been Issued, and
an NOC was required only
in case of new colonies
that are being developed.
He said AAP had been
founded on “lles and
corruption™,

'11assled for a year’

However, the CM said resi-
dents of unauthorised co-
lonies had been hassled for
the past year following the
DDA order. “The ordet re-
quired residents 10 obtain

Chief Minister Atishi addressing
reporters at the Secretariat.
SHASHI SHEKHAR KASHYAP

a written NOC from the
DDA certfying that their
area does not fall under
the land pooling zone,” she
said.

“As a result, people liv-
ing in 1,731 unauthorised
colonies had to run from
place to place, facing hur-
dles in applying for elec-
tricity meters and having
to pay bribes for the
NOCs,” Ms. Adshi added.

“Bid to defame Centre’
The North East Delhi MP
accused the ruling party of
trying to defame the Cen-
tral government to get
votes in the upcoming As-
sembly election.

Mr. Tiwari said the res-
ponsibility of providing
power connections and in-
stalling meters rests with
the Delhi government. He
said there was never a
need for an BOC from the
DDA to install meters in un-
authorised colonies.

“An NOC is required on-
ly when developing new
colonies to ensure the pro-
vision of roads, sewerage,
and other basic amenities.
AAP is misleading the pu-
blic for its political inter-
ests,” he alleged.
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SC asks LG to file personal affidavitby 1
October 22 on felling of trees in Ridge area

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

The Supreme Court on
Wednesday directed the
Lieutenant Governor (LG)
Vinai Kumar Saxena, who also
holds the office of the D
ppment Authorit)
DAY chairperson, to file
his personal affidavit by
October 22 on issues con-
cerning alleged felling of trees
in the Delhi Ridge area.
A bench of Chief Justice D Y
Chandrachud and Justices ] B
Pardiwala and Manoj Misra
was hearing a contempt case
against the DDA and others
over the alleged felling of trees
in the area. After going
through the materiaf;s on
record, the top court noted an
ambiguity on certain aspects.
It wanted clarity on whether
there was any discussion or
intimation to the DDA chair-
person on the top court's per-
mission for felling trees dur-
ing his site visit on February
3. "In the event of the answer
to the one above being posi-
tive, what steps, if any, were
taken to ensure that the per-
mission of this court was

taken," it said.

The Supreme Court further
said if the answer was in the
negative, when did DDA
chairperson learn of the per-
mission required. It noted the
actual felling of trees had
allegedly commenced on
February 16 even before a
plea was moved before the top
court and eventually dis-
missed.

The Court will further be
informed about the steps
taken for the restoration --
suggested in its orders -- of the
ecological damage. "What
steps have been taken against
the officers for the willful

J

suppression before this court
of the fact that the felling of
trees took place before the
apﬁﬁcatiun was filed," it added.
The Supreme Court directed
the LG to further inform if any
disciplinary proceedings and
criminal action were initiated
against the erring persons.
The bench posted the case for
hearing on October 22 and
said that the affidavit be filed
on or before the next date of
hearing.

The contempt case against,

DDA _ vice-chairperson
Subhasish Panda and others
over the alleged felling of trees

in the Ridge area was being
heard by agbcnch hcadcd_ by
the CJI. A bench of Justices
Abhay § Oka and Ujjal Bhuyan
had previously heard the mat-
ter.

The earlier bench had issued
a criminal contempt notice
against Panda for allegedly
allowing large-scale felling of
trees in the southern Ridge's
Satbari area for the construc-
tion of a road from Chattarpur
to the South Asian University.
It had expressed displeasure
over a misleading affidavit
filed by the vice-chairperson.
On July 24, another bench of
Justices B R Gavai, P K Mishra
and K V Viswanathan took
note of two separate contempt
proceedings pending before
different ienches over the
felling of trees in Delhi's Ridge
area and said it believes in
“judicial propriety” and does
not want any conflicting |
orders to be passed.

Two different benches were
hearing related but separate
aspects of the contempt case
against the DDA reportedly
leading to a potential judicial
standoff and possibility of
conflicting orders.
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he Aam Aadmi Party
4 ty
T(A.‘LT‘) and the Bharativa

Janata Party (BJP) Tuesday
sparred over the issue of
scrapping of ‘no objection
certification’ (NOC) to power
connections in unauthorised
colonies. Chief Minister Atishi
on Wednesday announced the
scrapping of requirement of
No Objection Certificate"
(NOC) by Delhi Development
Authority for getting electric-
Ity connections in unautho-
rised colonies.
She further accused the BJP
for making it difficult for res-
idents of these colonies to get
electricity connections. While
the Delhi BJP hit back at the
AAP government saying the
Lieutenant Governor has
already done away with the
NOC provisions and alleged
that the AAP government and
their ministers are spreading
lies to mislead the people.
The BJP further accused her
of being a ‘Credit Chor’ claim-
_ing that she can go to any
' extent to take credit for oth-

AAP, BJP spar over seraping of N

- L)
ers' work and mislead the
public by lying.

Speaking about the decision,
Atishi said, "I am pleased to
announce that the Delhi gov-
ernment has decided that no
NOC will be required for
installing electricity meters
in 1,731 unauthorized
colonies. Anyone residing in
these colonies can apply for an
electricity meter, and they
will receive a connection with-
in 15 days, as stipulated by the
DISCOMs.”

She stated that the decision
comes in the backdrop where
she had received complaints
about people being forced to
wander and pay bribes due to

| £33

the mandatory NOC requirg-
ment by B]P-govemedg)_D,i.
She said, "Despite the BJP's
DDA attempting to trouble
the residents of unauthorized
colonies, all such attempts
will be thwarted under the
leadership of Arvind
Kejriwal.”

"Residents from various areas
like Swaroop Vihar Extension,
West Kamal Vihar, Mohan
Garden, Vipin Garden, and
Nawada Extension came to
me as the Energy Minister and
Chief Minister, sharing their
grievances," Atishi said,
adding that no matter how
much the BJP's DDA tries to
harass the residents of unau-

NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | OCTOBER 17, 2024

thorized colonies, the Delhi
government will not allow
them to suffer.

“Qrders have been issued to
the electricity companies 10
ensure that no NOC is need-
ed for installing meters in
these colonies,” she stated.
Meanwhile, South Delhi MP
Ramvir Singh Bidhuri has
accused Atishi of telling a
blatant lie and said that the
DDA has already removed
the condition of NOC for

electricity connection in’

unauthorized colonies of
Delhi. Bidhuri said that the
order issued by DDA can only
be withdrawn Ey DDA. Leader
of the Opposition in the Delhi
Assembﬁy’ Vijendra Gupta
called Atishi’'s announcement
the height of dishonestl.
“Atishi is trying to take cred-
it for the announcement made
by the Lieutenant Governor to
remove the NOC requirement
for new electricity connec-
tions in unauthorized
colonies,

The Lieutenant Governor had
already issued this order on
October 1, and now, 15 days
later, Atishi is falsely attempt-

No necéssity of seeking NOC of
any kind by power discoms: DDA

l -§TAFF REPORTER I NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development

Authority on Wednesday
said that there shall be no neces-
sity of seeking any No Objection
Certificate (NOC) of any kind
from the authority by the power
discoms, staling they may pro-
vide new or renew old connec-
tions at their own level suo
II?ID;UH- official order, the DDA
said, “In this regard, in supers-
ession of all previous orders
jssued, it is hereby clarified that
DISCOMs may issue fresh elec-

ricity connections suo- moto for

ctions within the notified
‘I:’ul\gf"lflf;ll)m' colonies, lal dora and
extended Jal doraareas by refer-
ring to the fist of such areas. It

added that for vacant patches of
srivate land completely encircled
l)y PM-UDAY colonies and not
situated at the periphery of the
boundary of PM-UDAY
colonies, the DISCOMS may
issue fresh electricity connections
su0-moto.
“Cases where pre-exisling per-
manent electricily conneclions
were surrendered in lieu ol
reconstruction, renovation or
change of ownership, the DIS-
COMS may issue fresh electric-
ity connections st malo, _|l
readlt also stated that the dis-
coms may follow their existing
pl'olm_ul prior 1o June 26, 2023
in issuing fresh electricity con-
nections in respect ol MCD
repularized calonies, plots allot-
ted under 20 points programme

and industry/godown sitvated in
non-canforiming areas regular-
ized by GNCTD prior to
issuance of notitication of land
sooling regulations.
‘t will alsor in regards to )] clus-
ters where land rights have been
given by DDA orany other gov-
ernment agency prior 1o issuance
of notificition of land pooling
regulations, government estab-
lishments and cases where ver-
tical andd horizontal extensions
were added to the existing con-
struction. Henee, inall the above
instances, the DSICOMS may
prm'idc new! renew old con-
nections at their own level suo
moto and there shall be no
necessity of seeking any clarifi-
cation { NOC of any kind from
DDA, it said.

——
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0Cs fo power cﬁnnecﬁnnsﬁauﬂmriseﬂ colonies

ing to take credit for the same
iic%:ision. r.laimir;lg it :I'mﬂ'—'m‘
he public;” he allegec.
;)c]]ﬂ.lBlP President Virenldra_
Sachdeva said that Atishi
proved that both her govern-
ment and the AAP are
“machines for churning lies.
He claimed that neither the
DDA nor the MCD hadl ever
imposed the NOC condition-
“Instead, the ref:[uil'e':mtﬂ'lt
came from the power
DISCOMs under the Kejriwal
overnment. For years, power
DISCOMs requested NOCs
from the MCD for urbanized
areas, and by mid-last yean
they started demanding
NOCs from the DDA for
unauthorized colonies and
urban villages, worsening the
issue” Sachdeva claimed.
Northeast Delhi MP Manoj
Tiwari alleged that Atishi
shamelessty lied and called her
claims a complete fabrication
aimed at misleading the pub-
lic. “This decision was publicly
acknowledged on October 6
in Burari, where residents
expressed their gratitude !
through the "THANK YOU |
MODI JI" program.” he stated. |
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Power norm relaxed in illegal

areas; AAP, LG spar for credit

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI: Chief minister Atishi
on Wednesday announced that
the Delhi government has
directed power companies to
provide new connections to con-
sumers in unauthorised colonies
in the city without seeking land
clearances, leading to another
showdown between the govern-
ment and the lieutenant gover-
nor’s (LG's) office, which also
claimed credit for the same.
*“The Delhi government has
decided that in 1,731 colonies,
there is no need to obtain a NoC
for getting the electricity connec-
tion. Anyone living in these colo-
nies can apply for electricity con-
nection and within 15 days, they
will get electricity meters,”
Atishi said in a press conference.
In an order on the same day,

thdDeibi Development Author J
atythD ttributed the di:‘éc-{
ions to the LG. “Acting on the

instructions of the Hon'ble Lieu-
tenant Governor of Delhi, DDA
has issued orders in superses-
sicn of all previous instructions,
for providing electricity connec-
tions by the DISCOMs in land
pooling areas of Delhi,” the DDA
said in a statement.

The DDA said: “Discoms may
issue fresh electricity connec-
tions suo motu for constructions
within the notified PM-UDAY
colonies, lal dora, extended lal
dora areas, vacant patches of
private land completely encir-
cled by PM-UDAY colonies and
not situated at the periphery of
the boundary of PM-UDAY colo-
nies and cases where pre-exist-
ing permanent electricity con-
nections were surrendered in
lieu of reconstruction, renova-

tion or change of ownership.”

The authority said that ram-
pant unauthorised develop-
ments in land-pooling areas
posed a serious threat to the
implementation of land-pooling
policy.

“Itis pertinent to note thaton
all the issues raised by the dis-
coms requiring NoC for electric-
ity connection from DDA in
respect of the 1,731 PM UDAY
colonies, decision was already
taken on October 10 by DDA, an
official from the LG office said.

Atishi said unauthorised colo-
nies were in poor shape 10 years
ago due to a lack of basic infra-
structure “but the Aam Aadmi
Party government provided all
possible facilities”,

“These colonies has seenalot
of development and improve-
ment in their quality of life,”
Atishi said.
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‘\AAP BLAMES HRY,

U.P. FOR POOR AIR;
BJP RAPS PUNJAB

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader Jasmine Shah on
Wednesday said stubble burning
in Punjab reduced by 27% in the |
first 15 days of October this year.
compared to the same period
last year. Attributing the
reduced number of incidents to
the efforts of the AAP-led Punjab
government, Shah blamed the
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP)
governments in Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh (UP) for increased
pollution levels in Delhi.

Quoting data, he said that
stubble burning surged by 23%
in Haryana and 71% in Uttar Pra-
desh this year.

A BIP spokesperson, refuting
the allegations, said: "AAP lead-
ers, including Arvind Kejriwal
himself, till 2021 used to allege
that Punjab's stubble burning is
responsible for turning Delhi
into a gas chamber... butance in
power in Punjab, they have shut
their eyes.” HTC
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SC SETS DEADLINE
FOR LG IN RIDGE
TREE-FELLING CASE

|
Abraham Thomas
|
I

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

on Wednesday set a deadline of
October 22 for Delhi LG VK Sax-
ct against officials of the

or illegally felling over

100 trees in Delhi's Southern

Ridge and sought an affidavit

m him. 3P
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SC gives LG till next week
toacton Ridge tree—fe]]mg

Abraham Thomas
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court

B on Wednesday set a deadline of -

October 22 for Delhi lieutenant
governor Vinai Kumar Saxena to

®act against officials of the
ment Aiith

is capacity as its chairperson,
u for illegally felling over 1,100 trees
in Delhi's Southern Ridge and
sought an affidavit from him in
p that capacity to answer key ques-
tions related to why the trees
were felled without mandatory
g clearance from the court.

The order was passed by a
bench headed by Chief Justice of
India (CJT) Dhananjaya Y Chan-
drachud while considering a con-
tempt petition against the DDA’
vice chairman. The case con-
cerns DDA clearing trees in the
ridge near Satbari in February
for a road construction project,
and failing to disclose this to the
court, which dismissed DDA's
application seeking permission
for the felling of trees (that had
already been cut) on March 4.

Without issuing notice to the
LG, the bench, also comprising
justices JB Pardiwala and Manoj
Misra, asked Saxena to file a per-
sonal affidavit in his capacity as
DDA chairman answering cer-
tain critical questions in the
chain of facts which has
remained ambiguous. These
relate to a site visit he made on
February 3, following which the
tree-cutting began on or around
February 16 and continued till
February 26, The bench asked
the LG to clarify whether he dis-
cussed anything about the per-
mission to be obtained for the
felling of the trees, and whether
he was at all aware that such per-

mission was needed.

If he did not, the court wished
to know, when he became aware
of this requirement; and when
he was told about the actual fell-
ing of trees having commenced
before moving the application for
permission in court. The court
also wanted to know whether
Saxena took any remedial steps

i_'n“

Top court seeks answers

oSC gives LG a deadline of Oct 22 to act against
DDA officlals forillegally felling 1,100 trees

e Court seeks affidavit from LG —
chairperson — to answer why trees w
_felled without clearance from the court ' .

asDDA - ;

o LG asked to clarify if he discussed anyt
. about permission for the felling of the

© 5C asks whether LG was aware tha

- permission was needed to fell trees.

__when he becane aware of this|

* LG also asked whether he took anvreﬁi&m
ol e

Lo

Fhe Chairman DDA shall take qlcps to fix

’?Espunq:bllln of acts of commission a
omission of the officers involved...

to restore the ecological damage
caused by the felling of trees, and
action, if any, against the officers
responsible.

“The chairman DDA shall take
steps to fix responsibility of acts
of commission and omission of
the officers involved.... If DDA
chairman is of the view that such
disciplinary action and initiation
of criminal action for breaching
directions of this court has to be
taken up, we would expect such
action be taken in the interreg-
num without awaiting this
court’s order,” the bench said.

Although notice was issued on
the contempt petition by a bench
headed by justice Abhay S Oka in
May this year, the matter was
referred to the CJI as another
bench of the top court headed by
Justice Bhushan R Gaval was
dealing with the same aspect of
contempt against DDA and had
sought response of DDA vice
chairman In April.

Senior advocates Mahesh
Jethmalani and Maninder Singh,
appearing for chairman and vice
chairman of DDA, sald that most
of the information has already
been supplied in the various affi-

davits filed by DDA vice chair-
man during the proceedings
before a bench led by justice Ola.

“The question to be asked is
whether it was caused because of
me (the LG),” Jethmalani said.
He submitted that the LG went to
visit the CAPFIMS hospital - a
multi-specialty hospital in the
vicinity - on February 3 and
stopped by to see the status of the
road construction, “He was not
the final authority in this matter
as other authorities had already
granted permission (for the fell-
ing),” he contended.

But the CJ1 responded: “You
mean Lo say all of this was done
by subordinates? We now want
the highest authority to satisfy
us. Before we take action, we
want action to be taken by DDA

The court indicated that the
personal affidavit by the LG
should be based on the records
and facts available in his per-
sonal knowledge, consldering the
site visit of February 3. Soon after
this visit, where he gave orders to
expedite work, the DDA obtained
permission of the Delhl govern-
ment on February 14 for felling
422 trees. although many more

trees were chopped.

DDA. on its part. following an
in-house enquiry, fixed the
blame on three officers - execu-
tive engineer Manoj Kumar

Yadav and two subordinate offi- |
cers Pawan Kumar and Ayush |

Saraswat - for permitting
the felling of trees. But the court
termed them "scapegoats” as the
emails written by Yadav on Feb-
ruary 7 and 14 showed that the
LG visited the site in question on
February 3 and “"directed to
clear the trees coming in the
right of way”. During enquiry,
Yadav denied the emails were
from his ID.

Appearing for the contempt
petitioners, senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan along
with advocate Manan Verma
took the court through the his-
tory of the case pertaining to
Delhi Ridge where orders were
issued from time to time in the
TN Godavarman matter pertain-
ing to forest land by justice
Gavai-led bench and in the MC
Mehta case pertaining to green
cover in Delhi (which is being
heard by the other bench headed
by Justice Oka).

e T —
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CM declares NOC

waiver for power in
1,731 illegal colonies

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Chief minister
Atishi announced on Wednes-
day that residents of 1,731
unauthorised colonies in the
capital will no longer need ‘no
objection certificates’ (NOCs)
from Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) to obtain power
connections and install meters.

Accusing the chief mini-
ster of “falsely claiming"” cre-
dit for waiving the NOCrequi-
rement, BJP stated that the
change was made by lieute-
nant governor (LG) at the re-
questof itsleaders.

At a press conference, Atis-
hi said power distribution com-
panies weredirected to provide
connections in unauthorised
colonies without an NOC from
the DDA within15days of recei-
ving the application. The NOC
had been reguired to prove that
2 house or building was not co-
vered by the DDA's land pooling
policy. She added that the NOC
requirement had become a tool
for DDA officials to harass resi-
dents of unauthorised colonies
and “seek bribes" from them.

“Forthe past year, residents
of unauthorised colonies in
Delhi were struggling to get

electricity connections due to.

an order by BJP-governed
{DDA... They had to run from
‘placetoplace, facinghurdlesin
applying for electricity meters
and having to pay bribes for
NOCs,” shesaid.

Atishi added that residents
from areas such as Swaroop Vi-

har Extension, West Kamal Vi-
har, Mohan Garden, Vipin Gar-
den, and Nawada Extension had
approached her with grievances.

Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva said the par-
ty’s MPs had intervened thro-
ugh the LG toresolve the issue
of the mandatory NOC, which
had been required by the po-
wer discoms under AAP povt.
He noted that a public meeting
was held in Burarion Octéto
thank Prime Minister Narend-
ra Modi for abolishing the
NOCrequirement.

South Delhi BJP MP Ram-
vir Bidhuri also said that the
NOC requirement for power
connections in urbanised vil-
lages and unanthorised colo-
nies had been withdrawn by
the LG earlier this month. He
claimed Atishi's assertion
that Delhi govt removed the
condition was “completely fal-
se”. Headded thatall BJP MPs
from Delhi had requested the
LG toresolve the ssue,and an
order issued on Oct 1 abolis-
hed the NOC requirement.

Leader of Opposition in’

Delhi assembly, Vijender Gup-
ta, said the LG issued the order
on Oct 1. “And now, 15days later,
Atishi is falsely attempting to
take credit for the same deci-
sion. This isa matter related to
{DDA, and it has nothing to do
with Delhi govt. Why did Atishi
not protest or demonstrate aga-
inst the NOC requirement ear-
lier, when BJP MPs and MLAs
met the LG and demanded its

* DDA asks discoms to

provide connections
in land pooling areas

Times News Network

New Delhi: Acﬁngmtheinsmmwof]jamnm
governor VK Saxena, DDA issued orders on Wednes-
day asking the power discoms t0 provide electricity
connections inland pooling areas of Delhi.

In the office order issued, in supersession of
all previous instructions, it was specified that
the discoms may issue fresh electricity connec-
tions suo motu for constructions within thenoti-
fied PM-UDAY colonies, laldoraand extendedlal
doraareas by referring to the list of such areas.

“Regarding the vacant patches of private land
completelyencircled by PM-UDAY colonies andnot
situated attheperipheryof PM-UDAY colonies, the
discomscanissuefresh electricity connections suo
motu. Further, in cases where pre-existing perma-
nent electricity connections were surrendered in
lieu of reconstruction, renovation, or change of
ownership, the discoms can issue fresh electricity
connections suomotu,” stated theorder.

Further, the discoms may follow their existing
protocol prior to26 June, 2023 in issuing fresh electrici-
ty connections in respect of MCD regularised coloni-
es, plots allotted under the 20 Points Programme, in-
dustry/godown situated in non-conforming areas re-
gularised by GNCTD prior tothe issuance of notifica-
ﬁmoflandmlfgmation&.ldclusterswhem
land rights were given by DDA orany other govtagen-
cy prior to the issuance of notificationof land pooling
regulations, govt establishments, etc.

The above decisions were taken following a
meeting at DDA on Tuesday.

The Land Pooling Policy 2018 was natified viaa
gazette notification dated Oct 11, 2018. The policy ai-
med at ensuring planned urban development inan
inclusiveand equitable manner in Delhi As per the
policy, 105 urbanised villages were notified as deve-
lopment areasand declared as land pooling areas.

However, taking note of the problems faced
by residents in the above categories to gét power
connected, it was observed that various catego-
ries of exclusions needed to be made in respect
of the earlier orders of June 2023, Saxena accor-
dinglydirected DDA toreview theissuesand grl-
evances in detail for the resolution of the pro-

removal?* Gupta questioned. ¥ blemsof the people.
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affidavit on DDA
Ridge tree felling

g’upreme Court on Wed- E

nesday asked Delhi LG V
K Saxena, 195 ex-officio cha- |
irperson of DDA, toexplain |
_ through an affidavit by Tu- |
" esday why DDA did not seek
mandatory approval of the
court before illegally felling |
aver 1,000 trees in the sout-
hernRidgetobuildaroad,a |
project now scrapped. i
The bench asked Saxena |
to explain from the records |
and from his *“personal !
knowledge” whether he was !
. aware of therequirementof :
prior permission from SC
and the actual felling witho-
utcourt’s permission. P6

C Seeks LG’s Affidavit On
DDA Felling Trees On Ridge

Initiate Action Agamst Errlng Officials, Else We Will: Court

Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: In an unpreceden-
ted step, the Supreme Court on
Wednesday asked Delhi Lieute-
nant governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena, as ex-officio chairper-
son of DDA, to explain through
an affidavit by Tuesday why
DDAdid notseek mandatory SC
approval before illegally felling
over 1,000 trees in the southern
Ridge to build a road, a project
now scrapped with ongoing eco-
logical restoration work,

Constitutional courts ge-
nerally avoid issuing notices
to President, PM, speakers, go-
vernors and LGs, but a bench
of CJI D Y Chandrachud and
Justices J B Pardiwala and
Manoj Misra stepped around
the traditionally forbidden
step by referring to Saxena as
DDA chairperson and telling
himtodisclose whether he had
knowledge of thefelling of tre-
eswithout the SC's nod.

The bench asked Saxena to
explain from the records and
from his “personal knowledge”
whether hewas awareof there-
quirement of mandatory per-
mission from SC prior to tree

felling and the actual cutting

down of trees without SC per-
mission. Italsoasked himtode-

tail the remedial measures for
restoration of ecology dama-
ged by tree cutting and asked
whether officials responsible
for thishad been identified and
proceeded against either by
initiation of disciplinary pro-
ceedingsorlodgingof FIRs.
Senior advocate Maninder
Singhinformed the bench that
DDA, in its affidavit, had ans-
wered many of the bench’s qu-
estions. The bench said, “We
want the DDA chairperson to
tell us about it, not the DDA vi-
ce-chairperson.” It also said,
“The DDA chairperson must
wield his authority and take
action, before we take action.”
When senior advocate Go-
pal Sankaranarayanan comp-
lained that though nearly 1,100
trees were cut, there was no
trace of the timber, which un-
der the law should have been
sealed and marked. The bench

The bench asked LG to
explain from the records
and from his ‘personal
knowledge’ whether he
was aware of the
requirement of
mandatory nod from SC
prior to tree felling

asked the DDA chairperson to
explain the whereabouts of
the timber. It also asked the ex-
pert committee, setup by anot-
her bench, to submit its report
on many aspects of the illegal
tree cutting that led to the SC
initiating contempt procee-
dings against DDA vice-chair-
person Subhasish Panda.

The LG on Feb 3 had orde-
red expediting of work during
avisittotheroad wideningpro-
ject site, which was to provide
better accessto a super-special-
ty hospital built by the home
ministry to treat paramilitary
personnel wounded in border
or antl-inswwgency operations,
the Saarc University and resi-
dentlal quarters for CBI offi-
cers. The LG's counsel and se-
nior advocate Mahesh Jethma-
lani told the court that Saxena
had no role to play in tree fel-
ling carrled outon Feb16,

DDA had filed an applica-
tion in the SC seeking permis-
sion to cut trees but it was re
jected on March 4 with adirec-
tionto DDA toexploreanalter-
native access road without
harming the Ridge and in its
absence to devise a plan 1o mi-
nimise tree cutring

Even before the application
was heard in the SC, DDA had
felled the trees resulting in a
bench led by Justice B R Gaval
initiating contempt procee
dings against the DDA wvice
chairperson on April 24. Anot-
her bench led by Justice A 5
OKa drew up similar contempt
proceedings on May 9 on the
same issue. In July, the Justice
Gavai-led bench had referred
the matter to the CJI to avoid
parallel contempt proceedings,

Jethmalani zaid the pro-
ject had received clearances
from the Ridge Management
Board, the Central Empowe
red Committee as well as Delhy
forest department but obvio-
usly there was no prior per-
mission trom the SC, which
was mandatorily required un.
der the apex court's 1996 ondey
directing maintenance of the
Ridge in its pristine glory as i
was the lone green lung avai
lable in the national capital
which reels under pollution.
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axena to file Misra,said althoughit transpired + wantedtoknow if any disciplinary for power
aﬂid . from the records that the proceeding has been instituted . .
aVIt, SEERS Chairperson visited the siteon  against the officials responsible Connectlon 1mn
. February 3, and “directedexpedit-  andwhetherinthe Chairperson’s "
fu_ll d]SC]OSllre | ing the project of road widening, . view criminal action should be. unauthonsed
Y o % il tieniid :
on tree felling pebedpe it i g lonies: CM
g critical aspects on which a further Fixing the rnatter for hearing colonices:
” elaboration will be required”. again on October 22, the bench
NANTHAKRISHNANG It said that more information  said “in the event that the Chair-
NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 16 was requiredon “whetherduring  person.. is of the view that disci- EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
| the course of the site visit...there  plinaryactionand theinitiation of NEW DELHI, OCTOBER 16
THE SUPREME Court on | Wasanydiscussion withorinti- criminal prosecution should be .
Wednesday sought an affidavit | mation furnished to the Chair-  taken up, we would expect that .NO-OBJECTION CEKI'IFICATFS
from Delhi Lieutenant Governor | Person ofDDAon thepermission  suchactionshould betakeninthe (NOCs) fram the Delhi Devel-
i requ'edtobeobtamed fromthis  interregnum without waiting for opment Authority (DDA) will no
| court for the felling or removal of  the directions of this court”. longer be required to obtain elec-
trees?” If yes, “what steps, if any, The bench said the affidavit tricity connectionsfor residents of
o ol weretakentoensurethattheper-  “shall be personally filed by the unautharised colonies, Chief
thealleged illegal fe[]]ngafmg * mission of”theapex court “could  Chairpersonof DDA, makingafull mmm%
for widening the approachroad |~ be obtained before the actual  disclosurebothon thebasisof the esday. "We have ordered the d
to the under-construction | Workoffellingtookplace”,andif material on record and of facts coms to ensure that electricity
Central Armed Police Forces | No,“whenwasthe Chairpersonof ~ whichare personal to the knowi- connections are provided within
Institute of Medical Sciencesin DDA first made aware of the fact ~ edge of the Chairperson bearing 15 days of application,” she said.
Southwest Delhi's ridge area. that pernission for the felling of  inmindwhat transpired at the site Meanwhile, the DDA, headed
A three-judge bench trees from this court was re- visiton February3". bythe D*Gmmmﬂlare-
presided by Chief Justiceof India ~ quired”, the bench said, Towards the end of the hear- lease thatdeci-
DY Chandrachud issued the di- The bench said “actual felling'  ing, CJI Chandrachud remarked mr""fj“‘
rection while hearmg acon-  Oftreescommenced onorabout  orally,“We want the Chairperson sues raised by
tempt plea against DDA Vice-  February 16,2024 evenbeforean  tonow wield hisauthorityanden- thediscoms re-
Chairman SubhashishPandafor  applicationwasmovedbefore™it,  sure that action is taken on the quiring NOC
the tree felling without prior "apd which was eventually dis-  ground.” He said “if the L-G was for power con-
sanction of the top court. missed by an order dated March ~ advised that there is a status quo ne";uon for
The bench, also comprising ~ 42024"and soughttoknowwhat  order of the SC, it is unlikely that L31PMUDAY
CONTINUEDONPAGE4  Stepshavebeentakenforrestora- he would have said that there ; colonies were
h "y . _ tionofthe ecological damage  shouldbeaviolationoftheorder.. CMAtishi.  already taken
' caused by the felling of trees. The pointis whosuppressad these on October 15,
The court asked the DDA  orders fromtheL-G." “Any restric-
Chairperson to inform it about The matter had reached the tionon development including
measurestakento“identifytheof-  CJI's bench after two other electricity connections is the sole
ficersresponsibleforthewilfulact  benches issued notices on the is- of DDA and notof any
. of suppression from this courtin  sue. A bench led by Justice BR other authority,” it said. -
the application filed for permis-  Gavai, which issued a notice ear- _ Earlier in the day, Atishi had
sion of the fact that the felling of  lier, had expressed displeasure criticised the DDA order that man-
. treeshad alreadytakenplaceeven  overanother bench led by Justice dated a wiitten NOC, confirming
before the application was filed.. A S Okataking up the matter de- that the area did not fall under
when orders were passed on  spitebeingtold ttuntwasa!mady mowmer m'fmm:l:_tthe autrhxdonty
4, 2024, rej ea 1ons, *Man
‘ March 4, 2024, rejecting lh p-  being dealt with. el ot et nbesy
toget electricity connections._ For
the past year, residents from
colonies such as Swaroop Vihar
Extension, Mohan Garden, Vipin
Garden, and Newada Enenswn,
among others, have been facing
hardships for electricity connec-
tions. Many people have visited |
me to complain,” Atishi said,
Many unauthorised colonies

AtLShlsaJd

DDA NOC no

struggle with inadequate infra-
structure and lack of essential
services,*Until 10yearsago, these
unauthorised colonies were pa-
thetic. Politicians usedtogothepe
to ask for votes, but no work was
doneto lmpmlhe:rcmdmom
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