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Prime Minister will clean
winter

DEEPAK KUMAR JHA B
NEW DELHI

oncerned over the
perennial problem of

B

!
P
b

deadly pollution with
the onset of winters in Delhi
NCR, the Prime Minister’s
Office (PMO) on Friday set
the degree of engagement of
stakeholders, including the
NCT Government of Delhi,
to combat the air pollution
particularly augmented due
stubble burning in
neighbouring States.
The meeting comes a few
days after the Supreme Court
came down heavily on the
Commission for Air Quality
Management (CAQM), for
not taking any action on
local officers amid a rise in
crop burning in north Indian
states, which leads to air
pollution in Delhi. The sC
said not a single committee
was formed to tackle the
stubble burning issue.
“E ear we see stubble
burning. There has been total
non-compliance of the
CAQM Act. Have
committees been
constituted? Please show us 2
single step taken. Which
directions have you used
under the Act? You are silent
spectators. You are doing
pothing,” the Supreme Court
said on Septemb
Principal ‘Secretary to-the
Prime  Minister, Dr. _PK
T e T L

er 27,2024, - o+ PO ;
he - simultaneously
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Mishra convened a High
Level Task Force meeting for
the purpose where he
reviewed short term and long
measures being undertaken
to prevent, and abate, air
ution” -in‘ Delhi,”" and
,expressed
concern _over slow pace: of. .
A e

clearance of landfill sites in
the national Capital and
delays in implementation of
waste to energy plans by the
civic bodies.
Agriculture stubble burning,
a major source of seasonal air
ollution in 'Delhi- and
neighbouring { ‘states '
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addressed. Although Delhi
has a relatively small paddy
area, Mishra called for the
complete elimination ©
stubble burning in the city as
a model for surrounding
regions. /
According to ~a senior
official, the meeting focused
on assessing the readiness 0
the Delhi Government an
other  stakeholders ~ in
implementing

immediate and long-term |
measures to mitigate air |
pollution in Delhi. The Task
Force, comprising senior
officials rom  Central
Ministries and the Delhi
administration,  reviewe
current  strategies  and
discussed additional
innovative steps to tackle the |
pollution challenge. '
Task Force, consisting of
representatives from the
Delhi Government, Central
Ministries including
Secretary MoHUA, Secretary
MoEFCC, Delhi Police, the

Municipal Corporation_of
evelopment _Aut _
(DDA), the New Delhi
unicipal Council (NDMC),
and the Commission for Air
Quality Management
(CAQM), reaffirmed - their
collective resolve to abate air
pollution in Delhi, especially
during’ the ensuing winter
season.’ . i O
‘" "\'* Continued on page 2
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159 such davsin 2023, 202
: in 2022, 168 in 2021, 139
in 2020, 183 in 2019, 206 in
2018, 211 in 2017, and 243
in 2016, highlighting the
fluctuations in air quality
over the years. ‘

_ The latest Source Appor-
tionment Study of NCT of
Delhi, highlighted in the
DPCC's latest report. shows
that comprehensive research
has identified major contrib-
utors to air pollution in Delhi
such as vehicular emissions,
road dust. construction activi-
ties, and biomass burning.

To mitigate these issues,
the Delhi government has
introduced stringent mea-
sures to manage dust from
construction and demoli-
tion acuwities, alongside
robust controls on vehicular
€Tissions.

The report also emphasises
the promotion of electric vehi-
des (EVs), with authorities
targeting the installation of

Iﬂ comparison, there were

— ———

thousands of EV' charging sta-
tions across the city to facil-
itate a shift towards cleaner
transportation.

A notable aspect of this
initiative ts the deployment
of 498 anti-smog guns at large
construction sites, following
a proportional distribution
strategy based on the size of
the sites.

According to the Cen-

‘tral Air Quality Management

(CAQM) Policy, construc-
tion sites of up to 5,000-

g e

10,000 square meters will
see one anti-smog gun, while
sites exceeding 20,000 square
meters will have four guns
installed.

According to the report,
key initiatives in the strat-
egy include the enhanced
monitoring of air quality at
40 locations across the city

and tracking eight critical :

ambient air quality param-
eters. This data is essential
for understanding pollution
trends and implementing

__YEhicles, dust drive Delhi’s AQI decline,

Key Points

» A notable ospect of this
inHiative Is the deploy-
ment of 498 antl-smog
gums at large construc-
tion sites

» The report ako empha-
slses the promotion of
electric vehicles (EVs),
with authorities target-
ing the installation of
thousands of EV charg-
ing stations

targeted interventions,
the report read.

Meanwhile, the report
also highlights that in the
fight against biomass burn-
ing, inspections of garbage
burning sites have increased
with 74,832 inspections con-
ducted between October 2023
and September 2024.

. A total of 1,321 inci-
dents of open burning were
addressed, resulting in fines
totalling Rs 6.85 lakhs, the
report reads.

BN

says report

B

Additionally, dust control
and management cells have
been established by 12 road-
owning agencies, inclydin
the MCD, NDMC, and 1K
to ensure effective monitonng
and comphance.

Additional ~ measures
reported include the deploy-
ment of Road Sweeping
(MRS) machines in August
2024 and the operation
of 229 Water Sprinkling
Machines (WRS) to suppress
road dust.

Authorities are also focus-
ing on the scientific disposal
of an average of 141.33 metric
tons of road dust daily at des-
ignated sites. including Okhla
and Ghazipur.

. The nr;r;\uon also high-
lights the installation of
anti-smog guns on high-
rise buildings, with 48 guns
installed at government
buildings and 50 at private
structures. The concerned
government authorities have
been directed to identify
more high-rise buildings for
additional installations.
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AAP alleges scam in
housing scheme; bid

to defame, says DDA

The Hindu Burean
NEW DELHI

Urban Development Minis-
ter Saurabh Bharadwaj on
Saturday alleged a scam in
the allocation of flats by
the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) under its
Kalkaji slum rehabilitation
project, saying the dwell-
ing units meant for the
poor are being given to in-
eligible people.

The Minister also ac-
cused Lieutenant-Gover-
nor Vinai Kumar Saxena,
who is the DDA Chairper-

. son, of turning a blind eye
to the corruption involving
“top DDA officials” who he
said come under the L-G.

The rehabilitation pro-
ject, launched under the
Centre’s flagship Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yojana, was
inaugurated by Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi
ahead of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi polls
in December 2022.

m foolproof*

The DDA dismissed the al-

legations and said it has a
“foolproof” system in
place to prevent fraudulent
allotments.

In a statement, it alleged
that its probe into the issue
revealed that some people

Bharadwa) alleged

that flats under the .
Kalkajl rehabilitation
project were given to

ineligible candidates

“associated with a political
party” are working at the
“behest of a leader” with
the sole partisan purpose
of “defaming” the urban
body and its “popular slum
rehabilitation scheme”.

The DDA will pursue the
matter with the police and
take recourse to judicial re-
medies if required, it
added.

‘Nothing wrong’

Reacting to the allegations,
Delhi BJP president Viren- |
dra Sachdeva accused the
Urban Development Minis-
ter of spreading misinfor-
mation against the statuto-
ry body.

The BJP: leader ques- |
tioned Mr. Bharadwa] as to
why the Aam Aadmi Party

ent in the Capital
did not allocate. around
40,000 flats constructed

.under the Rajiv Awas Yoja-

na during the tenure of

Sheila Dikshit-led Corigress
government In Narela and
i}m:rana and “left these to
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DDA units meant for slum-dwellers
sold illegaly to

STAFF REPDRTER B NEW DELHI

enior AAP leader and

Cabinet Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj on  Saturday
alleged a scam in the housing
for the poor and said the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) housing units meant
for slum dwellers in the city

-are sold illegally to ineligible

individuals. Responding to
the AAP's allegations, Delhi
BJP  president Virendra
Sachdeva accused him of
spreading  misinformation
against central agencies.
However, Sachdeva refuted
the charges and termed the
allegations  "baseless”, an
official statement from BJP
said. South Delhi MP Ramvir
Singh Bidhuri also slammed
Bharadwaj for spreading lie,
mg he is trying to create a

marrative against the
DDA and Raj Niwas.

* Bharadwaj alleged-in a
‘conference that these

DA
flats are being sold to
ineligible individuals,
undermining the . very

1 Such

ineligible

initiative

purpose of the
aimed at aiding the ']:our. The

slum dwellers, who have been
displaced by the Central's
government actions, were
romised housing that is now
lling prey to corruption and
this cannot happen without
the lieutenant governor's
consent, he alleged.

"These flats cannot be
sacrificed to corruption
without the consent of the
Central government's DDA,
a. big. scam .and .
corruption ,were happening

ight under the nose of the
BJP LG and it is not possible
that” Lieutenant Governor

NEW DELHI | SUNDAY | OCTOBER 13,2024

Béing

individuals: Bharadwaj

Vinay Saxena was not aware
of it," he said. Bharadwaﬁalm
accused the BJP of being
against the poot.

The BJP is always troubled
by the poor and stands against
them, When free electricity
and water were given to the
poor, the B]P op osed it, Now
these flats, which were meant
for the poor, are being given
in black to other people,” he
said. .
The Delhi Cabinet Minister
questioned whether the LG is

truly unaware of this
corruption, suggesting it is
happening with the

involvement of top officials
from the DDA, which falls
under the LG's authority. He
took potshots at the BJP for
consistently opposing the
welfare of slum residents,
pointing to the demolition of
thousands of slums in the last
two years and accusing the
pasty of neglecting the poor.
The Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader called for an
independent  investigation
into the matter, suggesting

that only a sitting judge from
the High Court or Supreme
Court c¢ould ensure 2
Ira_n}parent inquiry.

"If the ACB or
investigate, it will likely be
covered up, as these agencies
work under the LG and the
Central government. So, this
matter sIEould be investigated
E{ a sitting judge from the

igh Court or
Court to ensure a trans t
inquiry,” Bharadwaj nfm
Over the past two years,
central

India (ASI), DDA, and Land
and Development Office
(L&DO) have demolished
Delhi’s ‘jhuggis, rendering
lakhs of Tresidents homeless.
Those eligible for flats have
been evicted, as seen behind

DPS Mathura Road, where |

thousands were displaced by
L&DO. In Tughlakabad, the
ce.n:iulnagovemm;fm's LASL
rende lakhs le
shelterless, and in me.
thousands- more were forced
out.

overnment agencies |
like Archaeological Survey of

CBI |

Supreme
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Min says DDA flats bein

back

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj on Satur-
day alleged a scam in the hous-
ing for the poor and said that
the DDA housing units meant
for slum dwellers in the city
are sold illegally to ineligible
individuals.
Responding to the AAP’s
* allegations, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva accused
him of spreading misinforma-
tion against central agencies,
Bharadwaj in a press con-
ference alleged that the DDA
flats, under the housing for the
poor scheme, are being sold to
ineligible individuals, under-
mining the very purpose of
the initiative. The slum dwell-
ers who were displaced by cen-
tral government actions were
promised housing that is now
falling prey to corruption, and
this cannot happen without the

(8 N |

Sourobh Bhordwaoj occused BIP of being against the poor

'

illegally sold, BJP hits

»

Highlights

Bharadwal in a press
conference alleged that

the DDA flafs, under the
housing for the poor scheme,
are being sold to inefigible
individuals, undermining the
very purpose of the initiative

»

PICPTI

The allegations made by
Bharadwaj are patently false,
without any basis and bereft
of facts, the DDA stated

consent of the L-G, Bhardwaj
said.

“These flats cannot be sacri-
ficed to corruption without the
consent of the central govern-
ment’s DDA. Such a big scam
and corruption were happen-
ing right under the nose of the
BJP L-G, and it is not possible
that L-G Vinay Saxena was not

aware of it} he said.
Bharadwaj also accused the
saffron party of being against
the poor and said: “The BJP
is always troubled by the
poor and stands against them.
When free electricity and water
were given, the BJP opposed
it. Now these flats, which
were meant for the poor, are

. being given in black to other
people”

In response to the AAP’s
attack, DDA said: “The state-
ments and allegations made by
Bharadwaj are false, without
any basis and bereft of facts.
Not a single flat/dwelling unit
in the ji Slum Rehabilita-
tion project has been allotted

ister said.

to an ineligible benificiary and
DDA has fool proof technol-
ogy enabled systems in place to
ensure that no fraudulent allot-
ment/sale is made”

“It is denied that any offi-
cials of DDA are involved in
any such activity as has been
alleged,” it added.

Meanwhile,  Sachdeva
refuted the charges and
termed the allegations “base-
less”, an official statement from
the BJP said. Bharadwaj had
further called for an indepen-
dent investigation into the
matter, suggesting that only a
sitting judge from the high
court or Supreme Court could
ensure a transparent inquiry.
“If the ACB or CBI investi-
gate, it will likely be covered

up. Se, this matter should be |

investigated by a sitting judge
from the HC or SC to ensure a
transparent inquiry;” the min-
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‘Who beautified the
drain? Kejriwal, says
AAP; DDA fumes

Times News NETwoRK

New Delhi: Delhi De-
velopment Authority
(DDA) on Friday refu-
ted a claim made by
AAP regarding the be-
autification of a drain
area in Dwarka by Ar-
vind Kejriwal, stating
that the project was ex-
ecuted by LG Saxena.
Reacting to a video
of abeautified drainin
Dwarka posted by AAP
on X, DDA said the cla-
im was false. In the video,
AAP claimed that only Kejri-
wal, the former Delhi CM and
the party’snational convener,
could undertake such beauti-
fication work in the city.
Responding to this, DDA
postedon X in Hindi, “Thecla-
im made by the Aam Aadmi
Party about the beautifica-
tion of the drain area by Ar-
vind Kejriwal is absolutely
false This work hasbeendone

by the DDA under theleaders- -

hip of LG Vinay Knmar Saxe-

na. It was inaugurated by the
LG in February 2024 itself.”

The authority added that

| notjustthisproject,butmany

development works are being

carried outby DDA acrossthe
entire city, and noother agen- |
cy or AAP should take
credit for these. It also |
posted a few photog-
raphsof the inspection
and inauguration of |
the Dwarka drain pro-
jectand other works by |
the LG. AAP later dele- |
ted its post.

The leader of the |
opposition in the Delhi |
assembly and DDA |
member, Vijender Gup-
ta, also termed. the |
AAP post on X a “blatant lie”
and said that the party.was
claiming the development
worksdone by thecentral govt
asitsown. .

“AAP showed no hesita-
tion while making the video
and spreading blatant lies to
take credit for the central
govt's work. In desperation, |
AAPisresortingtosuchfalse- |
hoodstomislead thepeopleof
Delhi instead of presenting |
the report card of its own |
works before the publie,” he
added. Gupta also accused
AAP of obstructing the cen-
tral govt's projects.

No immediate reaction
wasavailable from AAP.

&
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Boats, pontoons, bridges:
Linking a city split by a river *

With Delhi wecks away from getting
anew railway bridge across the
Yamuna, a look at the history and
need for traversing the iconic river

Paras Singh
paras vinghi@ hindustantimes cam

NEW DELHI: The Old Tron Bridge. known
colloquially by its Hindi narme Lohe ka Pul.
was the first modemn bridge to be buiit
acToss the Yamuma, apening for publicuse
11866 The double-deck bridge caters to
vehicular raffic on the bower deck. and a
two-lane raitway line on the upper deck,
conneeting the Old Delhi raihwmy station to
the Shahdara railway station.

Loheka Pul caters to around 200 trains
entering or exdting Delhi daily, and every
year during monsoon. the movernent of
trains is slowed down as the Yamuna
coemics into spuate. Tn 1995, 3 new raitway
bridge running parallel 1o Lohe ka Pul was
envisaged to take the Joad off the existing
structure, and construction began in 2003,

After decaces of delays, the new bridge
s likehy w open for il ralfic in Nevemiber,

“There are currently two rallway
bridges that are operational — Lohe ka Pul
and Tilak bridge-Anand Vihar bridge. The
wark on the new bridge will be completed
by Dctober-end, and should be ready for
use in November. Another bridge in the
form of two more lines paralle] to Titak
bridge-Anand Vihar lire: has also been pro-
posed.” a Northern Railways officlal said.
on conditon of anonymity.

Around 46km of the Yamuna flows

to comirol the fow of the tver, two raibway
bridges, four Metro bridges, and six for
cars. These serve as key connectivity poins
for trans-Yamuna areas, which house
more than a third of the city's population
despite bemg just 713% of its arex.

£ The new structure, coming up between
the Warirabad barrage and the Signature
Bridge, [s set to be the 16th functional
bridige acToss the river.

The history of bridges In Delhi

During the Mughal era. areas that today
consist of trans-Yamuna localities were
huntng grounds for the nobiliyy — this
region was reached by crossing the river
on elephants. 500n afierwards, these

were connecied to Hed Fortand
Salimgarh via a “bridge of boats™ — a
bridge made up of wooden boards.

Author Narzyani Gupta, in her book
Dcfhi Between Two Empires: 1803 1331,

NEW DELHI

During Mughal era, Delhl got ts first bridge - the bridge of baats.

wrote that before 1857, the only way to
approach Delhi frorm the esis was by cross-
ing this “bridge of boats”.

However, the 1857 rebellion changed
everything, The rebellion —and a paranota
about its recurrence — convinced the Brit-
ish toconstruct a structure raversing the
river, connecting Calcutta — the then capk
tal —to Delhi. “Myths are often more real
than faces, and the image of Delhi's 'inflam-
mable population’ wasvery real to the Brit-
ish,” Gupea wrote.

Construction of the double<decked steel
truss bridge connecting central Delhi to
Shahdara began in 1863 and finished in
1866. The East India Railway spent
£1,516,335 — equivalent of approximately
0,500 crore in today's money —on it

Swapna Liddle, the awthor of Chandni
Chowle The Mughal eity of Old Delhl,
‘wrote that the railway came to Dethi with
the first traln stearning in on New Year's
Eve of 1967. “The railway line was builc
acreess the northern half of the city, cutting

COURTESY: A9/

Shakarpur, Preet Vihar and Swasthya
Vihar coming up. Later, the Nizamuddin
‘bridge, built in the 1970z as a four-lane
bridee before being widened in 1998,
fuelled growth in areas such as Mayur
Vihar, Trilokpurd, and beyond.

Jain said that the heavily populated
areas of east Defhi have faced discriming-
tiom In the form of lack of bridges and con-
nectivity, roting that more than 3.5 million
people live here, if one goes by numbers
Just from the 2011 census.

“In modern Furopean clties, there lsa
bridge an an aversge of1.5-2km. and Dethi,
witha much hi
more bridges,” Jain sald.

Of the 15 bridges in Delhi that are cur-
renthy operational, only Lohe Ka Pul caters
tortwio types of traffic — mail and vehicular,
Jain said that shows alack of foresight in
planning. “If the Britishers could have
planned a dual use bridge in the 19%h cen-
fury, we should have developed double-
decker bridges for Metro systems as well
movement,” he said.

the city in twa, It d the demali-
tion of many hauses, and the owners of
which were compensated with property
conflscated after the revlt,” she wrote,
The Wazirabad barrage was built in
19589, followed by the [TO barrage in the
15608, AK Jain, former COMMISSioNEr,

al ?eﬂﬂhmhpmmﬁm]m‘?
@m Uit the primary purpose.
the regulation of the fow of the

Yamuna — waffic was anly secondary.
“These barrages were net designed for
connectivity,” he sasd.

The ‘neglected’ trans-Yamuna

The construction of the Wazirabad and
ITE barrages lef 1o a popalation surge n
DeAhi, witlh areas sach as Laxm) Nagar,

BS Vohra, who heads the East Delhi
RWA joint front, sadd dhat in the early days
there were only two bridges for commut-
€75, “Lohe ka Pul was our madn Bfefine, and
the ITO barrage camriapeway, was only a
twi-lane road. In addition, Geeta Colony
had a pontoon bridge, which had to be
closed during the mensoon,” he sald.

Another bricge across the Yamuna acts
as 3 major feline for Noida and beyond,
The Delhi-Noida Direct Fiyway or DND
Flyway — India’s first eight-lane access-
controfied expressway —opened for oaffic
In January 2008,

The maost keonle bridge in Delhd — the
Slnistore Bridge, which connects Warin
beied b 1l nner eity — Is “ladia’s sy

asymmetrical cable-stayed bridee”, accord-
Ing to Delhd government, which shortens
the travel time between north Delhi, and
northenst Delhi and Ghazlabad,

The bridge finds s Dﬁﬂl‘l in the 197
Wizirabad bus tragedy. whena schaool bus
carrying students of Ludlow Castle
Plunged into the Yanwina from the Waira-
bad bridge, killing 28 children. “The acci-
dent led to the demand of a better, wider

thara second bridge is planned parallel to
the Anand Vihar line to add two more see-
Hons. “There are two bridges proposed in
Delhi—the new bridge over the Yamuna in
lieu of Old Yamuna Bridge and a second
one berween Anand Vihar and Tilak
Bridge which will be third and fourth line
on the same alignment,” the officlal said
In addition, PWD has same plans in the
pipeline. “The East-West corridor, which
will provide signal-free connectivity from
Anand Vihar in the east to Tikri in the west,
will have & bricge component downstresm
of the new rm}myhrﬁdg{- at Nizamuddin.
The project is currently stuck due to band-
sharing tssues,”a PWD official sald.
Three more bridges in northeast Delhi
weTe proposced 10 years ago. “These pro-
jeots, with a combined cost of 149G crore,
have been approved by Unified Trafficand
Transportation Infrastructure (Planning &
Engineering) Centre, but are tying in cold

storage.” a PWD official said,
Dir SVelmurugan, chicf scientist

and head of trafic engineering and

safety division at Central Road |

Research Institute (CRED, said that © ;::::::I:ﬁffu

Delli has around 250 vehicles per 1

1,000 peeple and the number will | (OLD STORAGE

only ga upin futwre, I'un\hlmrjul East-Wi sdor

city needs more bridges. Oamﬁﬂ‘m
“Uthe DA Ralway Bridgecould | Jakhig haot

‘be planned to cater to dual mode 5o | Barapullah Ph-3}

mary vears back, the newerbridges | — =" o "%

bring built by Delhi Metro and | * () Saral Kale Khan

other agencies should have been | crossi

planned in a way that they could | Sabhapur to Sant

cater tovehicks as well Defh needs | Nagar Burari

mere bricges, and every agency is D‘MM“',_:-

making plans to cater to its own |
nweds, We noed a inore intesroted
gy eseb” e Vel sand.

Jagatpur

The brldges on Yamuna

— Beidges under construction
S Operational bridges

bridge,” a PWT afficial sald. it s - . Lg‘;;liﬁ:mﬂsnl
The way ahead M":! j - i
At present, there are four bridges . Yo ! 2 bamage
under construction—a Metro bridge  0M fron bridge ‘h\} 1 \ 3 4“&5
near Sur Ghat, part of the Fink Line:  *%"0ld bridge {Geeta Colomy =
the new ralluay line near Loe kn Pyl Of Doats near 5""’" 2 excusively for
_ Barapullah bridge phase 3; and a sh::’g“hmh & — Nﬁ!& motor ransport

bridge being built fur the Regional ’j‘l S
Rapid Railways System (RRTS) line ¢/ _ i .‘ CONNECTIONS UNDER
between Saral Kale Khan and Meerut. 3 s 3 CONSTRUCTION

The railways official quoted above said d
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Dwarka golf course, the longest in

Snehil Sinha
snehilsinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Dwarka golf
course, the longest in the coun-
11y, in Sector 24 is likely to be
opened for memberships next
week, [D D ne
] 'Pﬂ&bﬂi&lséﬁi '
eanwhile, the work at the
golf course is nearly complete
and it will likely be inaugurated
by the end of November, the offi-
cials added.

Spread over 159 acres, the
18-hole golf course has a total
length of 7,377 yards. Officials
from DDA said that until now,
the longest golf course in the
country was the Jaypee golf
course in Greater Noida, which
has a length of 7,374 yards, fol-
lowed by Chandigarh golf course
witha length of 7,202 yards.

“We will initially open tenure
membership of three or five
years for 1,200 people. Depend-
ing on the response, the mem-
bers may be increased later. The
fee is yet to be decided but itis
expected to be similar to Qutab
golf course. We plan to start the
application process by next
week,” said a DDA official.

The new golf course will also
have one of the longest driving

_Development]

India, to open meber

length of 372 yards. The double-
decker driving range will have 52
bays for golf carts across two
floors. A golf academy will also
be established to train young and
budding golfers, officials said.
A separate nine-hole course is
also being developed for short
games and practice sessions.
Audio-visual simulation rooms
can be used for training children
and night lights will also be
available, though there are no

plans to start night golfing asof |

now, officials said. A sbx-hole
‘Chip and Putt’ course for chil-

The 18-hole golf course has a total length of 7,377 yards.  HTPHOTO

s

dren and young aspirants has
also been made.

“There will also be a luxury
club with great F&B facilities,
snack bar, lecture room, fitting
room, club house. This will be a
zero-discharge facility where all
sewage will be treated at the two
treatment plants having a capac-
ity of 60 MLD each,” said Colonel
(retired) Sanjay Sharma, secre-
tary of the Dwarka golf course.

The golf course is also

[

S S00n

expected to have features such
as capillary bunkers and Ber-
muda grass that is being used for
the first time in the country, offi-
cials added. DDA said it will also
be using the course for public
championships in the future.

Another official said while the
MiniVerde grass is being used
for the greens, North Shore SLT
will be used for the fairway.

“For the first time in the coun-
try, we are using MiniVerde
grass, considered to be one of the
best for golf courses. It has a
straight vertical growth and can
be cut very fine unto 2.5mm. If
the grass is taller, it changes the
line of the ball. Also, the capil-
lary bunkers with wood cladding
that we have used is only second
to the Karnataka Golf Associa-
tion's course in Bangalore. These
bunkers are more porous and
get dried easily,” said a senior
DDA official.

Officials said there is also a
parking space for 180 vehicles,
while parking outside along the
service roads will be allowed too.
Al5-acre land towards the north
of the golf course has also been
ept for expansion of commer-
cial and shopping activities.
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AAP seeks probe into ‘illegal sale’ of
DDA flats in Kalkaji, BJP h1ts back

Times News Nerwork

New Delhi: Urban develop-
ment minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj alleged on Satur-
day that the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority housing
units meant for slum dwel-
lers in south Delhi’s
Kalkaji were being
sold illegally to ineli-
gible individuals. Re-
ferring to a sting ope-
ration by a private
news channel, Bha-
radwaj claimed that such a
big scam was happening
right under the nose of the li-
eutenant governor and it
wasn’t possible that VK Saxe-
nawasnotawareof it. -
While DDA called the alle-
gations levelled by Bharad-
waj and the TV channel “pa-
tently false, withoutany basis
' and bereft of facts”, Delhi

L —

BJPpresident VirendraSach-
deva accused the minister of
spreading misinformation
againstcentralagencies.

Addressing a press confe-
rence, Bharadwaj alleged
that selling the flats to ineli-
glhle individuals undermi-

g ned the very purpose
of the initiative.
| “Overthe past two ye-
ars, central govtagen-
BN cies demolished jhug-

4% gis and rendered
. lakhs of people home-
less They are forced to live
under flyovers, pedestrian
overbridges and along the
banks of drains. These dis-
placed people are supposed
toreceive theseflats,” themi-
nister added.

Calling for an indepen-
dent investigation into the
matter, Bharadwaj said only
a sitting Supreme Court or

high court judge could ensu-
retransparent inquiry.

“If the Anti-Corruption
Branch or CBI investigate,
the scam will likely be cove-
red up since these agencies
work under LG and central
govt,” heclaimed.

DDA claimed that not a
single dwelling unit in the
Kalkaji slum rehabilitation
project had been allotted to
an ineligible beneficiary. It
claimed to have “foolproof
technology-enabled sy-
stems” in place to avoid frau-
dulent allotment. “Not a
single personrecorded inthe
supposed ‘sting' operation
by the news channel is even
remotely associated with
DDA, leave apart being its
employee, as is being clai-
med,” DDA said in a state-
ment. “A .police complaint
has already been filed aga-

rocf over their heads

insttheindividualsshownas |
black marketers in the sup-
posed sting operation.”

DDA alleged that a preli-
minary inquiry revealed that
the black marketers were as-
sociated with a political party
and were working withtheso-
le purpose of defaming the
authority and its hugely po-
pular and successful slum re- |
habilitation scheme.

BJP's Sachdeva also ques-
tioned Bharadwaj, asking
why the Kejriwal govt left |
40,000 flats, built under the
Rajiv Awas Yojana in Narela
and Bawana during Sheila |
Dikshit's tenure, to go to seed
without allocating them to
beneficiaries. Heaccused the
AAP govt of failing to imple-
ment the Pradhan Mantri
Awas YojanainDelhi, leaving
many poor families withouta

——— -
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{ DDA BIODIVERSITY PARKS ) MOST BUTTERFLIES OBSERVED IN ARAVALLI PARK

68 butterfly species found during annual count

Aheli Dag
letters@hinduysta ntimes com

NEW DELHI: This year's butterfly
count, which looked at the vari-
ﬁtyofthemsmsacmssthem

vel t Authority (170113
s recorded 8,337 individuals
ACToss 68 species in these green
Spaces, people who took part in
the exercise between October 8
and 10 said on Saturday,

The census — a joint initiative
by DDA and Delhi University
(DU) — has been an annual

three-day affair over the pastsix_

Years, and is conducted across
the Yamuna, Aravalli, Tilpath

+-Valley, Northern Ridge, Neela

Hauz, Tughlagabad, and Kalindi

iodiversity parks that fall und
_Jurisdiction_of the e

The highest number of butter-

fly species were observed in the -

“Aravalli park, at 58, while the least
— 18 —were found in Kalindi.
“Butterflies from all five fami-
lies — Papilionidae, Pieridae,
Lycaneidae, Nymphalidae, Hes-
periidae —were observed in the
parks,” Faiyaz Khudsar, the sci-
entist in-charge of the biodiver-
sity parks programme, said.

. During the survey, partici-
pants observed several common
butterflies, such as the plain tiger
and the commen emigrant. Some
intercontinental travellers too
were found during the survey.

“The painted lady is a migrant
butterfly which comes from cold
European countries such as

England and Ireland, passes
through Delhi, and then
migrates southwards to warmer

places as butterflies are cold
blooded and need warmer
weather, [t migrates back to the
west in February-March,” Aisha
Sultana, a wildlife ecologist and
a senior scientist from the biodi-
versity parks programme, said.

Surya Prakash, a retired pro-
fessor from the School of Life Sci-
ences, Jawaharlal Nehru Undver-
sity, sald that though there are
over 100 species of butterflies in
Delhi at present, the ones
observed have changed over the
past two decades.

“A 2002 paper by Torben B.
Larsen mentions 86 butterfly
species observed in Delhi but
many of themn are not found now,
the major reason being urbanisa-
tion and loss of habitat. One such

_ speciesis Black Rajah,” Prakash
mentioned.

Findings of the cou

8,3311:1:1:.;1@; ¢
BBSpedes '-'

TOP SPECIES
(by population size)

,:Plalrl _

figrass yellaw

The highest number of butterfly species were spotted
in the Aravalli park, while the least, 18, were observed

in Kalindi.

nt

biodiversity parks.

—_— e - ——

' N
Minister: Graft in DDA’s EWS flats -

S

NEW DELHI: Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) leader and Delhi minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj on Saturday
accused the Dethi Development
Authority (DDA) of selling flats
meant for ‘jhuggi’’ dwellers
. under the Pradhan Mantri Awas
Yojana (PMAY) on the black
' market. Speaking at a press con-
| ference on Saturday, Bharadwaj
referred to a recent “sting opera-

P

tion” which claimed that the
flats were being sold to ineligible
buyers.

“There’s a lengthy process for
a‘jhugei’ dwellertobe allotted a

“flat.,. Yet, people with no such
~ documentation are being allot-
 ted these flats,” he added.

Bharadwaj also alleged that
such corruption was likely hap-
pening with the knowledge of

senior DDA officials and the lieu-

tenant governor, who chairs the |

DDA.

Responding, the DDA called the
allegations “baseless” in a state-
ment and said no flats had been

illegally sold. The DDA added |
“'that a police complaint has been

filed against individuals shown
in the sting and promised to pur-
suelegal action. HTC
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