DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS--

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

millenniumpost

HIGHLIGHTS DDA'S ROLE'IN'SHAPING THE CITY

WEDNESDAY 11 DECEMBER, 2024 | NEW DELH[------=-—--—-~

L-G visits DDA head office, praises staff

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Lt. Governor
of Delhi, VK. Saxena, on Tues-
day, visited the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) Head
Office and lauded the agency’s
staff for their contributions to
the holistic development of the
city. During his first visit since
assuming office as Lt. Governor
and chairman of DDA, Saxena
emphasised the importance of
keeping public interest at the
forefront in all decision-mak-
ing processes.

Highlighting the DDAs role

in shaping the city, Saxena com-
mended the authority for its
recent initiatives, which have

“not only transformed the city’s -
infrastructure but also enhanced -

its global stature”” He specifically
noted DDA efforts in prepar-
ing Delhi to host world leaders

during the G20 Summit, reju-
venating the Yamuna River, and
developing recreational spaces
such as Baansera and Asita.
Additionally, he lauded the res-
toration of significant historical
landmarks, including Vasudev

Ghat, Mehrauli Archaeologl-

cal Park, and St. James Church,
which have added to the city’s
heritage and appeal.

He also remotely inaugu-
rated a new housing kiosk at
the Rajiv Chowk metro station,
which aims to assist potential
homebuyers by offering infor-
mation and services related to
DDA’ housing schemes. This
initiative is expected to make
the home-buying process more
accessible and efficient for citi-
zens, During the event, he also
distributed appreciation cer-
tificates to DDA officers who
played arole in the successfl.ﬂ

execution of the G20 Summit.
L-G paid floral tributes to
the statue of M. Vﬁ'\resvarag;) i
Vikas Sadan, encouraged
staff to continue their work with
a citizen-centric approach. He
urged the team to focus on
creating urban spaces that pri-
oritize public convenience,
enhance amenities, and con-
tribute to a greener city. His
remarks induded a call for the
further development of green
spaces and the successful imple-
mentation of the Dilli Gramo-
daya Abhiyan, which aims to
lmprovtmbannlhges in Defhi.
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BJP targets Arvind Kejriwal
with Sheesh Mahal video

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

AsA the AAP convener
rvind Kejriwal is trying
hard to bring back auto rick-
shaws vote base once again, the
Delhi BJP posted a video of
“Sheesh Mahal” highlightin
his lavish lifestyle at 7 Flag Stag‘
Road bungalow during his
tenure as chief minister. The
video shared by Delhi BJP
president Virendra Sachdeva
highlights the extravagant
amenities in the house, includ-
ing a gym, sauna, and Jacuzzi,
what he referred to as Kejriwal's
"glass palace of debauchery"
and a "Sheesh Mahal" (palace
of mirrors). Sachdeva claimed
that the total cost for marble,
granite, and lighting amounts
to Rs 1.9 Crore, while installa-
tion and civil work cost Rs 1.5
Crore, and the gym and spa
equipment and fittings are val-
ued at Rs 35 Lakh.
According to Sachdeva, these
features add up to Rs 3.75
Crore, which he claims was
funded by taxpayers' money.
He juxtaposed the finances of
the common man. Sachdeva
said that for the same amount

of Rs 3.75 crore, a ¢o n
man could buy 34 ol%
EWS flats, 15 of thei

flats, 150 CNG autos, or 326 e-
rickshaws.
The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)

leaders strongly rebuffed alle-
gations made by Delhi BJP
chief Virendra Sachdeva
regarding the former official
residence of Arvind Kejriwal
when he was the Chief
Minister, terming them baseless
propaganda K the BJP.
Responding to the claims by
the Delhi BJP chief on the for-
mer official residence which
has been dubbed 'Sheesh
mahal' by the party, former
Delhi Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia launched a
scathing attack, saying, "The
BJP has no achievements to
showcase. "Instead of answer-
ing critical questions about
mismanagement of funds for
schools, mid-day meals, and
hospitals in states like H a
and Uttar Pradesh, they focus
on Kejriwal's former official
residence. People ask about
education and health reforms,
they talk about a bungalow.”

In the video, Sachdeva criti-
cized Kejriwal for contradicting
his earlier promises of living a
simple life, stating that the
former Chief Minister had pre-
viously sworn not to take gov-
ernment housing, vehicles, or
security. Sachdeva added,
“Those who swear on their chil-
dren and falsely promise not to
take government house, car,
and security are now looting

the money of Delhi's taxpayers,

Meanwhile, the common peo-
ple of Delhi can only dream of
owning a DDA EWS flat or an
auto-rickshaw."The BJP also
raised concerns over the fact
that Kejriwal has yet to formally
vacate the official bungalow at

‘6 Flagstaff Road,

Sachdeva said, "Corruption is
the main issue of this election.
We will keep saying again and
again that Arvind Kejriwal has
looted Delhi in 10 years. Today,
we have shown you a video of
the 'Sheesh Mahal'. Bathroom
and gym, facilities like in a
seven-star resort, have been
built for Rs 4 crore. This was
done by a'Aam Aadmi' (com-

mon man) like Atvind Kejriwal |

in his own house, Arvind |

Kejriwal has cheated Delhi.
He has looted Delhi in the last

ten years. Our fight against cor- |

ruption will continue.”

e people of Delhi are aware.
Delhi is
try. Everyone knows that
Arvind Kejriwal, who used to
say that I will live in a“two-

e capital of the coun- |

room flat and will not take a |

government house or bunga-
low, how did he arrange for

things of luxury for himself. |

Where did he r_gl:t the - money
from? This black money from

liquor, which could have been |

spent on the development of |

Delhi, he has spent it on his
luxury,” Said Sachdeva.

LG highlights

DDA’s

‘contribution
‘tO Delhi

5 STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

cknowledging the contribu-
A,tion of Delhi Development |
Authority (DDA) in the holistic |
development of the national cap- |
ital, Lieutenant Governor Vinai |
Kumar Saxeria on Tuesday
advised the authority’s staff to
keep public interest at the fore- |
most in di ing their official
%uﬁes. In his maiden visit to
DA HQ since taking charge as
Lt Governor Delhi and
Chairman DDA, he hi '
remarkable contributions of
DDA in the recent past which has
transformed its i These
include preparhlg%tohos:
global dignitaries during the
G20 Summit, rejuvenating the
Yamuna River, creating recre-
ational green spaces like Baansera
and Asita for use, and
restoring significant historical
Iandrmjssuchas\r'asudwﬁm
Mehrauli Archaeological Park,
and St. James Church. The Lt |
Governor remotely i
DDAs Housing W
Chowk metro station to provide
all necessary help to home
ers. He also distributed
cates to officers who acit-
ical role in the execu-
tion of the G20 Summit.
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SC seeks list of affiuent.
who benefited from illegal
tree felling in Delhi Ridge

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELMI

The Supreme Court on
Tuesday asked for a list of
affluent persons, who report-
edly benefited from illegal tree
felling in Delhi's Ridge area and
sought to know the site plan for
afforestation.

A bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuyan was informed
that several affluent persons
benefited due to widening of
road which entailed massive
tree felling,

"We want the list of all those
affluent persons, who benefit-
ed. We also want to know
what is the site plan where
afforestation can be done.
Whatever damage has been
done, needs to be restored. We
want all these details," the
bench told senior advocate
Gopal Sankaranarayanan, rep-
resenting the petitioner who
alleged contempt on part of the
officials.

The bench posted the hearing
in January, 2025.

On November 7, the top court
asked thc% bout the mea-
sures undertaken to restore
the Delhj Ridge area.
Observing it would introduce
a monitoring system to ensure
planted trees were surviving,
the top court wondered if any
independent mechanism was
in place to ascertain the num-
ber of trees planted.

The ridge Is an extension of
Aravalli Hill range in Delhi and

t chairman for felling of trees for

a rocky, hilly and forested area.
It has been divided into four
zones -- south, south-central,
central and north -- for admin-
istrative reasons. These four
zones make up a total of about
7,784 hectare.

The bench was dealing with a
plea seeking action afainst
erring officials for the alleged
illegal tree felling in the area.
Sankaranarayanan previously
said that according to a report
of the Forest Survey of India, a
total of 1,670 trees were cut, but
thé DDA claimed it was only
642 trees.

The top court had issued a con-
tempt notice to the DDA vice-

construction of an approach

road,
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Tree felling in Southern Ridge: Priority
IS to restore and plant trees, says SC

i
Dhananjay.Mahapatra
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt on Tuesday said it would
prioritise restoration of Del-
hi’s Southern Ridge, where
1,670 trees were cut by (DDA
without mandatory prior
permission of the SC to wi-
den a road for better accessi-
bility to a super specialty ho-
spitalexclusively treating pa-
ramilitary forces personnel
wounded in operations.

This case has a checkered
history as two benches - one
headed by Justice B R Gavai
followed by another led by
Justice A S Oka - initiated
contempt proceedings aga-
instthen DDA vice-chairman

Subhasis Panda for illegally.

felling the trees.

Justice Gaval had refer-
red the case to the CJl saying
judicial propriety was not fol-
lowed by the other bench
which decided to go ahead
with contempt despite inltla-
tion of similar proceedings

1’ earlier. It was taken up by a

bench héaded by then CJID Y
Chandrachud, which had
suggested that DDA would
plant inside the Ridge double
the number of trees cut and
100 times more trees across
the national capital territory
as part of compensatory affo-
restation. '

When the matter was cal-
led for hearing on Tuesday, a
bench of Justices Surya Kant
and Ujjal Bhuyan, the latter
being part of Justice Oka’s
bench when it had initiated
contempt proceedings despi-

 THEBENCH ASKED _

‘What Irreyersible harm
would be caused H
access Is given to the
medical facility meant
for paramilitary
forces? |

élmﬂar proceedings alrea-
dy pending before Justice Ga-
vaibench, said it needed a de-
tailed map where the tree
plantation would take place.
Appearing for DDA, se-
nior advocate Vikas Singh sa-
id the restoration work in the
area where the trees were cut
has been completed. The
bench wondered - “What ir-
reversible harm would be
caused if access is given to

themedical facility meant for
paramilitary forces?™

For the petitioner, senior
ardvocate Gopal Sankaranara-
yanan said the trees were cut
ontheruse of granting better
access to the super specialty
hospital. “The actual purpose
was to give road access to
farmhouses of rich people li-
vinginthearea,” healleged.

The bench asked Sanka-
ranarayanan to provide on
the next date of hearing “a
list of affluent people who
would have been benefited
from widening of the road
and a list of their farmhou-
ses”. It posted the matter for
furtherhearingonJan 7, whi-
le asking the DDA to provide
maps of areas where the com-
pensatory plantation would
be carried out.
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SCto examine felling of
treesin so

uthern ridge

LT
| DECEMBER 11,2024 -
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Abraham Thomas 3] inorderto compensate the dam- |

4 Ietters @ hindustantimes com | age [Itl‘:{ the green mer'blgle |

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court m shfmiewb;iuﬁ ‘}

on Tuesday agreed to examine competing needs of protecting '
the reasons why the environment and setting up

ty (DDA a multi-speciality hospital

: in the Delhi In the past, the court passed
ridge area for a road construc- several directions to ascertain
tion project after the petitioner whether the top officials in the
V\rhocha]lengedﬂseﬂlegal action DDA were aware about the
alleged that it was done to bene- chopping of trees much before
¥ fit some private farmhouses in permission of the court was
Satbari near Chhattarpur. taken. The bench had even asked
A bench headed by justice the Delhi lieutenant governor
¥ Surya Kant said that its primary (L-G) Vinai Kumar Saxena in his
focus is to ensure that the dam- capacity as chairman of DDA to

age done to the ridge is ade-
gquately compensated. At the
same time, the bench, also com-
prising justice Ujjal Bhuyan,
pagreed to go into the allegation
made by the petitioner on Janu-
ary 7 and said, “Keep the list of
the affluent people having those
farmhouses ready with you.”
The court was hearing the
contempt petition filed by Delhi
resident Bindu Kapurea who
approached the courtin Mayto
pointout a lapse on part of DDA
to cut the trees without getting
the mandatory nod from the top
oourt Her petition stated that by
the time the DDA application
seeking permission for felling
trees came up for hearing in
March, the trees had already
been felled and this fact was not
made known to the court
! While there was an existing
' road in that part of the
DDA application had sought
| widening of the road, ostensibly

ridge, the '

to provide access to a multi-spe-
ciality hospital for central armed
paramilitary forces in Chhattar-
pur, besides institutions such as
SAARC University and other
government buildings.

The bench headed by justice
Kant took up the matter for the
first time after it was last heard
by a bench headed for former
chief justice of India (CJI) DY
Chandrachud in November. Con-
fronted with the FSI report
revealing that 1,670 trees had
illegally been chopped, the
bench said, “Admittedly there is
felling of trees. Our first concern

"isto ensure whatever damage is

done should be compensated.
This will be our first priority,”

_ The contempt petitioner rep-
resented by senior advocate

' Gopal Sankaranarayanan and

advocate Manan Verma pointed
out that following orders of the

court, physical inspection of the
site was conducted and there has
been replanting of trees. How-
ever, Sankaranarayanan said
that the aspect of contempt
should be gone into as the
encroachment of ridge has taken
place without court’s sanction.
“The road cuts into the ridge and
the forest area and it is being
done to protect some affluent
farmhouses."

The bench said, “We will see
what is to be done with regard to
contempt. It is something
between the contemnor and the
court.” The bench directed the
petitioner to keep the photo-
graphs showing replantation
and the site plan of the area
ready on the next date,

For the DDA, senior advocate
Vikas Singh submitted that the
agency plans to replant more
than the number of trees felled

clear the air on his own role in
the matter. .

In his response, the LG ini-
tially claimed he first came to
know only in June about the cunt-
ting of trees and was not
informed during his site visit to
the area in February about prior
permission required from court
before the actual felling of trees.
He claimed he came to know
about the need for a permission
only in March When confronted
with a letter written by DDA in
April thatindicated that he was
aware that the trees had been
cut, he eventually clarified that
he knew in April that the trees
had been cut, but came to know
only in June that it was carried
out on February 16, shortly after
his site visit, . .

DDA has sought to pin the
blame on' executive engineer
Manoj Kumar Yadav , and two
assistant engineers Pawan
Kumar and Ayush Saraswat .

Al
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Fresh frontin BJP, AAP

HT Correspondent
htreporters @ hindustantimes,com

NEW DELHI: The Bharatiya Jan-
ata Party (BJP) on Tuesday inten-
sified its attack on the Aam

Aadmi Party (AAP), targeting its
national convener Arvind Kejri-
wal with a four-minute video
and a parody song con fittings
and furnishings installed at the
6, Flag Staff Road bungalow dur-
ing his stay there during his ten-
ure as the chief minister,

_ The AAP hit back at the BJP,
terming it a “tactic” to divert the
attention of Delhi people from
“worsening law and order situa-
tion”. -

Delhi BJP chief Virendra
Sachdeva, who has often termed
the bungalow “Sheesh Mahal”
and “palace of corruption” dur-
ing Kejriwal's stay there,
released the song and video,
which purportedly showcases
the bungalow gate and interiors,
including a lawn, gym, spa-cum-
bathroom and a jacuzzi, among
others, on X.

Sachdeva posted: "We have
been telling you the truth about
the Sheesh Mahal of the person
who calls himself a common
man Arvind Kejriwal... He has
built a 7-star resort for himself
by embezzling public money,
Amazing Gym-Sauna Room-Ja-
cuzzi Price! Marble Granite
Lighting worth 1.9 cr. Installa-
tion worth 3.5 Cr, Gym/Spa
equipment and fittings worth
%35 Lakh and total expenditure
of 3,75 cr, How are those who
swore and falsely promised not
to take government house, car,
security are looting the money of
Delhi's taxpayers.”

He said that the funds for the
gym and spa section, Instead,

g provided for 34 EWS
DA fl: YiiSS LIG flats and 150
uto-rickshaws”,

+='The Flag Staff Road bungalow
has been at the centre of a con-

r

The 6, Flagstaff Road bungalow at Civil Lines.

troversy since 2023, over
expenses on its renovation. BJP
leaders alleged that the Arvind
Kejriwal government spent 345
crore renovating the house.
After Kejriwal vacated the prem-
ises following his resignation as
the CM, Atishi moved in but she
was subsequently forced to
vacate as the Public Works
Department said it was nat for-
mally alloted to her, The BIP has
continuously played up the con-
troversy, counting on it as a poll
plank in the run-up to the Delhi
Assembly elections.

Sachdeva said: “This was the
‘sheesh mahal’ which Kejriwal
wanted to hide from the people
of Delhi. We have shown the first
video of it. It is not a CM resi-
dence, it is a museum of corrup~
tion. They should open It for the
people.”

BJP MP Praveen Khandelwal
sald: “Kejriwal's 'Sheesh Mahal'
js a blot on the democracy of the
country, The ‘Sheesh Mahal' has
demolished the narrative of
'Aam Aadmi' set by Kejriwal."

BJP MP Kamaljeet Sehrawat
alleged that crores of rupees

from public funds were used on.

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

the house, and Kejriwal
defrauded the people of Delhi.
"AAP leaders should be ashamed
that when the nation was going
through Covid-19, they were
making ‘Sheesh Mahal'. Kejriwal
has committed a huge fraud
against the people of Delhi,” she
sald.

In an official statement, the
AAP said: “Ever since Arvind
Kejriwal started raising the issue
of Delhl's worsening law and
order, the BJP has tried to divert
attention by fixating on the offi-
cial residence of the Delhi CM.
Arvind Kejriwal does not live in
that house anymore. 1t has been
more than three months since
he vacated it.”

Hitting out at the BJP over a
rise In crimes, the AAP
sald: “While Delhiites live in fear,
unsafe even in their own homes,
BJIP leaders openly say that law
and order is not an issue to
them, falling thelr most basic
duty—public safety. Instead of
addressing this crisis, the BJP
runs a smear campaign with its
‘Kejriwal Hatao' agenda, while
Arvind Kejriwal remains

_ilocused on ‘Delhi Bachao',"

spat over ‘Sheesh Mahal

KEJRIWAL WILL GET
TYPE 7 BUNGALOW
WHEN AVAILABLE,
SAYS ML KHATTAR

HT Correspondent

htreporters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Union housing and
urban affairs minister Mano- |
har Lal Khattar on Tuesday
said that a government accom-
modation will soon be allotted
to Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
chief Arvind Kejriwal—which
be is entitled to as the chiefof a
national party—as soon as the
bungalow in the applicable cat- |
egory is available. !

Responding to a queryata
press conference, Khattar said
that as the president of a
national party, Kejriwal is enti-
tled to a “Type 7~ bungalow.
However, all "Type 7~ bunga-
lows are currently occupied, he
said,

“At present, we only have
Type 5 and 6 bungalows availa-
ble, but there is currently no
availability of Type 7 bunga-
lows. Kejriwal will be allotted a
Type 7 bungalow as soon as itis
available,” Khattar said. :

The Aam Aadmi Party (AAP)
has been demanding a central |

overnment accommodation .

or Kejriwal, asserting that he |
was entitled to it as the con-
vener of a national party.

In early October, Kejriwal |
left 6, Flag Staff Road after |
resigning as the chief minister |
of Delhi, and the party |
demanded that MoHUA allo-
cate an appropriate govern. |
ment accommodation. |

Kejriwal, who resigned as
the Delhi CM in September,
shifted to AAP Rajya Sabha Mp
Ashok Mittal's official resi-

“ denceat 5! Firoz Shah Road in

October, i

i 5
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DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Provide CBI Info For
Probe, HC Tells DDA

Case Relates To ‘Lapses’ In Signature View Apts

Abhinav Garg &
vibha Sharma | Tny

New Delhi: Delhi High Co-
urt has asked Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority to coo-
perateand furnishall infor-
mation sought by CBI to
conduct its probe into alle-
ged lapses in the construc-
tion of 336 multistoreyed
HIG/MIG houses at Signa-
ture View Apartments in
north Delhi,

In a recent order, Justice

| Chandra Dhari Singh facto-
red in the submission of CBL
thatdespitereminders, DDA
hasnotyetinformed it if any
internal inquiry was con-
ducted to fix responsibility
nor has it furnished the na-
mes of officials involved so
that the investigating agen-
cy can proceed with its cri-
minal probe.

“Taking into conside-
ration all the submissions
made, this court is of the
view that CBI may send a
notice in writing to the
competent authority of
DDA for the purposeof ini-
tiation of inquiry, and on
receipt of the said notice,
the competent authority
of DDA is directed to coo-
perate and supply the ma-
terial as mentioned in the
said notice to CBI at the
earliest,"” HC directed.

Thecourt furthermade it
clearthat if during the inter-
nal inquiry the names of
DDA’ officials/officers crop-
ped up, the clvic body “shall
give approval under Section

17A of PC t the earilest
\?\A. Acta o ns_

for the completion of the in-
quiry expeditiously.”

HC was reviewing the
progress in the case, filed
after lieutenant governor
last year requested CBI to
register it against all con-
cerned, including the cont-
ractors, the testing agenci-
es, DDA officials, and unk-
nown persons, for the offen-
ces of “cheating, criminal
breach of trust, endange-
ring the life and safety of
others” and under relevant
provisions of Prevention
of Corruption Act.

CBI submitted that
prior to launching the in-
vestigation, DDA said it
would conduct an internal
inquiry and provide the
details as well as prosecu-
tion sanction for guilty of-
ficials, but despite the last
reminder in July, no com-
munication had come,

On behalf of DDA,
standing counsel Sanjay
Katyalassured HCthatthe
civic body had no hesita-
tion in cooperating with
CBI and whatever materi-
al documents were requi-
red, Including sanctions,
would be provided.

The court was hearing
a plea that argued that de-
spite LG's directlons in
Jan 2023, no progress had

- beenmade. Meanwhile, re-
sidents of Signature View

Apartment, including the

two groups who filed two
separate writ petitions
concerning the complex's
redevelopment and en-
hanced FAR allocation,

continue to await the co-
urt’s verdict.

“HC’sorder isreserved
for the last four months as
the hearing happened on
Aug 12, and we are keenly
awaiting the verdict so
that the demolitionand re-
construction process can
start. The lack of clarity
has led people who moved
out expecting that the re-
development work would
start anytime soon to be-
gin offering their flat on
rent. Nobody can pay both
therentand theEML,” said
Amarendra Rakesh, presi-
dent of its RWA. He also
highlighted the continued
incidentsof plasterfalling
from theroof, etc.

An IIT report had decla-
red the society as structural-
Iyunsound, leading LG toin-
struct DDA in Jan to
mantle and rebuild the to-
wers”, However, the work |
has not started due to the
ongoing cases.
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