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'HM Shah to unveil Birsa

‘Munda’s statue at

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW DELHI

‘ Amit Shah will unveil a
towering 20 feet metal statue
of Birsa Munda weighing

| 3,000 kg at his 150th Birth
| Anniversary at the entrance of
| Baansera Park on Ring Road
|

|
1 nion Home Minister
\
|

on November 15.
| The statue is being installed
| by Delhi Development
| Authority (DDA) on the same
day, which is being celebrat-
ed as Janjatiya Gaurav Diwas
across the country. A state-
ment by the authority said,
“After the Prime Minister
Narendra Modi called for cel-
| ebrating the 150th Birth
| Anniversary of Birsa Munda
| in a befitting manner, Delhi
| Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena had decided
| on getting this statue
| installed”
| It added, “Its strategic location
| at a site where the Ring Road,

I a'

},. ,a_‘o: v & = Y
RRTS  Station, ISBT,
Nizamuddin Railway and
Metro Station, NH-24,
Barapullah Flyover and DND
Flyway converge to form a
multi-modal transport hub,
will ensure that lakhs of vis-
itors and travellers get an
opportunity to see the tower-
ing statue”

“Largely unsung till now in
these parts of the country, the
installation of the statue of
Birsa Munda in the National
Capital itself, will provide an

Baansera Park

opportunity to the people to
learn about his pioneerin
contribution towards India’s
struggle for independence,
upholding of tribal rights and

forest conservation amongst |

others;” the statement said.

An official said that the stat-
ue has been crafted by two
experienced sculptors from

West Bengal, who have been |
trained in fine arts. “Their, |

craftsmanship has ensured

liveliness in its entire form,” it

said.

of tribal leader
Birsa Munda at
Baansera Park

OUR CORRESPONDENT

gm«‘/ DELHI: The Delhi
evelopment Authority (DDA
will install a 20-foot :?n(mmi
of legendary tribal leader Birsa
Munda on his 150th birth anni-
versary at the entrance of Baan-
sera Park on Ring Road here.
Weighing approximately
3,000 kg, the statue will be
}lnvciled by Union Home Min-
ister Amit Shah on November
lS,uwhich is also celebrated
:zrga“g;ﬁ)’a Gaurav Diwas”
ss the COuntry rding
to an official Mm;macco
Largely unsung in this
part of the country until
now, the installation of Bhag-
wan Birsa Munda’s statue in
Delhi will provide an opportu-
nity for people to learn about
his pioneering contributions
to India’s struggle for inde-
pendence; his advocacy for

- tribal rights and his efforts in
. forest conservation, the state-

ment added.
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‘Inclined to refer review of
Delhi’s infra to Union secy’

Shruti Kakkar

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi high court
on Wednesday took a dim view
of a report filed by a high-level
committee headed by Delhi’s
chief secretary that was formu-
lated to give suggestions for the
revamp of the Capital's adminis-
trative, financial and physical
infrastructure, and warned that
it will refer the issue to a Union
secretary if a revised report is
not shared by November 28, the
next date of hearing.

The high court had consti-
tuted the committee on August
2, around a week after the July
27 death by drowning of three
IAS aspirants at a coaching cen-
tre in Delhi, after the library of
the institute — which was ille-
gally operating out of the build-
ing’s basement — flooded follow-
ing heavy rain.

Stating that the entire system
in Delhi needed a relook in light
of its “outdated” infrastructure,
the court asked the committee to
give suggestions for revamping
Delhi's administrative, financial
and physical infrastructure,
describing the situation in the
Capital as “terrible” and “cha-
otic”, and said it was no wonder
that the city has ended up facing
one crisis after another.

The commission also com-

\.l

This court is inclined to refer the entire
issue of review of administrative physical
and financial structure of Delhi to Cabinet
secy, Union of India. We want a report,
otherwise we will send it to Cabinet secy

DELHI HIGH COURT

prises the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi (MCD) commis-
sioner, the Delhi Development
Authority vice-chairman, the
New Delhi Municipal Council
chairman, and the Delhi Police
commissioner.

On Wednesday, a bench of
chief justice Manmohan and jus-
tice Tushar Rao Gedela said the
committee had misconstrued its
order as it had only confined its
suggestions, filed on November
5, to Delhi's drainage system,
even though the court had asked
it to review the city’s infrastruc-
ture in its entirety.

“Our order has been miscon-
strued. Our order has not been
appreciated, Preliminary glance
of this report shows that it is
confined to the drainage system
in Delhi. This court had asked to
review the administrative physi-
cal and financial structure of
Delhi in its entirety,” the court

told advocate Santosh Kumar
Tripathi, who appeared for the
Delhi government.

Though the court expressed
its inclination to refer the entire
issue of reviewing city’s infra-
structure to the Union cabinet
secretary, it granted the commit-
tee an opportunity to file a better
report and fixed November 28 as
the next date of hearing.

“This court is inclined to refer
the entire issue of review of
administrative physical and
financial structure of Delhi to
the Cabinet secretary, Union of
India. We want a report, other-
wise we will send it to the Cabi-
net secretary,” the court said.

In its report, the committee
recommended transferring 22
major drains to the irrigation
and flood control department by
November 2024, The nine-page
report had flagged the multiplic-
ity of authorities, the manage-

~

ment of roads and drains, the
sewage network, and unautho-
rised colonies as hurdles in the
drainage infrastructure. It also
proposed transferring the clean-
ing and maintenance of all the
drains to MCD.

The report further recom-
mended studying the legal
framework and enactment of
laws to ensure proper drainage/
sewage needs, ﬂnalisationt?

deficiency charges DD,
and MCD by January 2025, an
desilting drains round the year.

On August 2, the high court
transferred the investigation into
the deaths of the IAS aspirants to
CBI, while criticising the Delhi |
Police and MCD for failing to act
against errant officials, and the
city government for neglect to
upgrade infrastructure.

On Wednesday, the court
expressed its displeasure over
the failure of various authorities
to coordinate in order to
improve the city’s infrastructure,
terming the state of affairs as
“sad”. “There cannot be a multi-
plicity of authorities, the fact that
we have to ask them to sit over it,
shows the system is not working.
This decision (to revamp) has
been taken after lives have been
lost, the administration has to
preventall of this, it can'tbeon a
reactionary basis. It's a sad state
of affairs,"” the court said.
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NGT orders revival of
lake near Dhaula Kuan

Jasjeev Gandhiok

Jasjeev.gandhiok @hindustantimes.com
NEW DELHI:

66-acre Kitchener Lake near
Dhaula Kuan, which has turned
green from algal bloom.

-It also sent notices to the
Union environment ministry,
the Central Groundwater
' Authority (CGWA), and the
Delhi Wetland Authority, ask-
ing for reports on actions taken
and planned measures to
revive the lake, which is part of
DDA's Jheel Park behind
Dhaula Kuan metro station.

The directive, issued by a
bench led by justice Prakash

Shrivastava, followed a petition
by Delhi resident Anil Sood,
who highlighted severe algae
growth in the lake, possibly
from untreated sewage dis-
charge. In his petition, Sood
said that he visited the lake last
year and reported the matter to
DDA and other authorities but
received no response. After a
follow-up visit in April, he
again reached out to the
authorities, but with no action
taken, he approached NGT for
intervention, Sood claimed.

“Applicant has placed reli-
ance upon the photographs

filed on pages 68 to 72 and 76
to show the pathetic condition

The National [

of Kitchener Lake. Referring to
the complaint, he has submit-
ted that though the complaint
was made to the different
authorities, but no action has
been taken till now,” NGT
noted in its order, adding that
the plea indicates serious envi-
ronmental violations.

The tribunal ordered the
concerned agencies to submit
reports on actions taken and
plans for reviving the lake by
February 14, 2025, the next
hearing for hearing.

Sood, who remembers the
state of the lake during the
1970s, told HT the water was

clear blue during that perlod.

Kitchener Lake near Dhaula Ku:

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

an,

“The lake is in the middle of a
park maintained by DDA. It is
massive, around 66 acres, yet
almost the entire lake is green
now, with no clear water visi-
ble underneath,” he said, sug-
gesting that eutrophication
could result from sewage enter-
ing the water.

On Wednesday, DDA did not
respond to HT's queries fora |
comment, Last year, the
authority conducted an anti- |
encroachment drive in the
Kitchener Lake area, which |
included a mosque, graveyard,
and school, but a Delhi high
court order Issued a stay on
further action, ;
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Court Says Departments Are Working In Silos

AMIT SHAH TO
UNVEIL STATUE

OF BIRSA MUNDA

AT BAANSERA

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Union home minis-
ter Amit Shah will unveil a
statue of tribal leader Birsa
Munda on November 15 at
Baansera park in Sarai Kale
Khan to mark his 150th birth
anniversary, celebrated as Jan-
jatiya Gaurav Diwas, officials
said on Wednesday.

The 20-foot-high statue
weighing 3,000kg is being
installed by the'Delhi Develop-

sment Authority, officials from

“the LG's secretariat said. “Its
strategic location at a site where
the Ring Road, RRTS station,
ISBT, Nizamuddin railway and
metro station, NH-24, Barapul-
lah flyover and DND flyway con-
verge...will ensure that lakhs of
visitors and travellers get an
opportunity to see the towering
statue...The installation of the
statue...will provide an opportu-
nity to people to learn about his
pioneering  contribution
towards India’s struggle for
independence,” said an official
from the LG’s office.
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HC asks for fresh report
on city’s infrastructure

Times News NeETwork

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Wednesday expressed un-
happiness over a report filed
by a chief secretary-led panel
to'review the city’s admini-
strative, financial, and physi-
cal infrastructure, The court
pointed out that thecommitte-
e'sreport focused only on the
drainage system in the city.

“A preliminary glance at
the report showed that it was
confined to the drainage sy-
stem in Delhi. However, this
court asked the committee to
review the administrative,
physical, and financial in-
frastructure of Delhi in its
entirety...we are inclined to
refer the entire issue of revi-
ew of administrative, physi-
cal, and financial infrastruc-
tureof Delhitothe cabinet se-
cretary of the Union of In-
dia,” said a bench of Chief
JusticeManmohanand Justi-
ce Tushar Rao Gedela.

The counsel representing
Delhi govt urged the court to
grant some time to the com-
mittee for filinga supplemen-
tary report and assured the
bench that he would escalate
the jssue with the committee,

“We want the report;
otherwise, we will send it to

*the cabinet secretary, We will
. ask the cabinet secretary to

examine it,” the court stated,

¢ adding there was a multipli-
: city of authorities in Delhi.

[ s

File Photo
A\ IR \'3 o ;": ;
O e
B CIRELE
‘ . v

WFEE e

The court said

that one needed to
look at the bigger
picture because
there was a far more
fundamental

problem in the city
“Departments are wor-
king in silos. They are not co-
ordinating. We said earlier al-
so there was a lack of coordi-

nation between the authoriti-
es, The fact that we asked the

authorities tosittogetherand |

work showed that the system
was not working,” it said, The
court listed the matter for

further hearingon Nov 28.

Earlier, while hearing a
caserelating to safety measu-
res in the coaching centres,
thecourtsaid thatone needed
to look at the bigger picture
because there was a far more
fundamental problem in the
city, and it was time to relook
at Delhi's administrative, fj.
nancial, and physical infrast-
ructure, which was outdated
and not in line with present-
day needs.

It formed a committee,

comprising chief secretary,

DDA’

L &cech airman, police
commiSsionerand MCD com-
missioner, to deal with the js-
sueand submitareport.
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Unpaved roads, C&D waste: MCD cracks whip

Vibha_Sharma@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, in collaboration with
the Air-Pollution Action Group
(APAG)and under thedirectionof the
Commission for Air Quality Manage-
ment, hasimplemented the project on
abating air pollution through disper-
sed sources.

Under the initiative, complaints
are raised on the 311 app by trained
surveyors. These complaints arerela-
ted to dispersed sources of pollution,
such as illegal dumping of construc-
tion and demolition waste, garbage,
unpaved roads, potholes and const-
ruction sites. Officials then assign fi-
eld staff to resolve the problem wit-
hin a fixed time. APAG, a non-profit
organisation, contributes by training
surveyors, managing the system, etc.

MCD officials disclosed that 45178
complaints have been received under this

initiative so far this year, including 6,491 - ring and joint efforts, issues are fixed

in Oct. Theofficials claimed thatamajori-
ty of them have been resolved. “The pro-
ject ismonitored regularly by CAQM and
the principal secretary of Delhi govt'sen-
vironment department. The programme
is not to address citizen-centric compla-
ints but to work on issues highlighted by
surveyors,” said an official. “Agencies
and departmentslike DDA, PWD, CPWD,
DSIDC, Delhi Metro, irrigation and flood
control, DJB, NHAI, DUSIB, NCRTC and
Delhi Traffic Police also submit their
complaints.” Overall, officials claimed a
total of 122,653 complaints received from
various sources had been resolved.

“The types of complaints received
on the 311 app are related to potholes,
malba, unpaved roads, garbage, sand
piled onroadsides, C&D waste dumped
without safeguards, etc,” the official
said. “This initiative has helped uslook
at these problematic areas, especially
potholes onroads, which lead to traffic
jams and pollution. With joint monito-

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

The project is monitored
regularly by CAQM and the
principal secretary of Delhi
govt's environment
department. The programme
is to work on issues
highlighted by surveyors

with a given deadline.”

Last month, an IIT-Delhi released a
study revealing a 15-26% drop in PM2.5
atthreepollution-prone clustersinDel-
hi resulting from tackling dispersed
air pollution sources. To evaluate the
impact of the programme, 35 portable
low-cost sensors (PLCS) had been de-
ployed in the clusters at Jahangirpuri,
Rohini and Karol Bagh, all of whichal-
ready had an existing continuous am-

.bient air quality monitoring station.
'The evaluation showed that PM2.5 de-

.

creased by 266% in Jahangirpuri,
15.7% in Rohini and 15.3% in Karol
Bagh. The report concluded that targe-
ted interventions could lead to notable
air quality improvements in the city.
The civic body maintains it is focu-
sed on targeted action to mitigate dust
pollution, such as taking up greening
of open areas, parks, municipal insti-
tutions, roads, etc., and allocating
funds for each zone to carry out road
patching work. MCD has deployed 52
mechanical road sweepers with capaci-
ties of 6.5 cubic metres and 4.5 cubic
metres, and these are in operation on
around 3,000km of roads of 12 ft width.
“To intensify the cleaning drive
and increase work shifts, we decided
to procure 18 more road sweeping ma-
chines, but our proposal is awaiting
clearance of the standing committee,
which hasn’t yet been formed. To save
time, we plan to submit the proposal
to the central govt and request funds

for the project,” said the official.
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