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Delhi Police apprehends_ 2 in viral video of
shopkeeper intimidation; one still atlarge

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Police
have arrested one individual
and apprehended a juvenile
after a viral video surfaced
showing four boys, armed
with a knife, harassing a female

shopkeeper in Sultanpuri Dﬂ

Market, Outer Delhi.

The accused has been iden-
tified as Rakesh (19), a resident
of Sultanpuri, Delhi.

According to the police
reports, the incident, which
took place in F-Block of the
market on September 22,
around 6 pm, has left the
community shocked and
demanding justice.

In the video, which was
widely shared on social media,
the boy can be seen threaten-

\ing a shopkeeper, identified as

i~
Screen grab of the attack  MPOST

Mamta Devi (28). The footage
sparked an immediate public
outcry, pressuring police to
launch an investigation.
Mamta Devi, a resi-
dent of Sultanpuri, formally
approached the police with a
detailed statement on October
1, leading to the registration of
an FIR under several sections
of the law, including criminal

intimidation and assault. The
FIR was registered at the Sul-
tanpuri Police Station
Authorities quickly began
efforts to identify and arrest the
individuals seen in the video.

As a result, two people have '

been taken into custody.

One of the suspects,
identified as Rakesh, was
arrested shortly after the
investigation began.

Additionally, a 17-year-
old boy has been apprehended
under juvenile provisions
as a.Child in Conflict with
the Law (CCL).

However, a third suspect,
who was also seen in the viral
video, remains at large. Police
officials have assured the pub-
lic that they are actively search-
ing for him and are confident
of his arrest soon.

Police arrest two for
allegedly brandishing knife

NEW DELHI | FRIDAY | OCTOBER 4, 2024

businessmen

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

elhi Police has arrested

two individuals, includ-
ing a 17-year-old for alleged-
ly brandishing knife at a
woman shopkeeper in the
Sultanpuri market of outer
Delhi.
A purported video of the
incident surfaced online
which led to the police
investigation into the matter.
In the video, a boy was seen
brandishing a knife and
threatening the shopkeepe
in F-Block of the Eﬁﬁ
Market. i
The incident occurred on
September 22, at around 6
m. The video has sparked
outrage « within' "' the

¢

community,
police said.,, The video
surfaced online, prompting
the authorities to take
immediate: action.  On

October 1, the shopkeeper,:

identified as Mamta Devi
(28), came forward and gave
her statement to the police,
an officer said.

Based on her statement, and
FIR was registered and
investigation was launched,
said the officer. Police said
that out of the three people
depicted in the video, one,
identified as Rakesh (19),
was arrested. Additionally, a
17-year-old boy has been
apprehended. Efforts are
being made to locate the

“ third a_ccused in the case.

The incident has raised con-
cerns about the safety and secu-
rity of shopkeepers in the area,
with many residents and busi-
ness owners expressing fear
about potential future attacks.

Community leaders have
also called for increased police
presence and stricter enforce-
ment of laws to protect small
businesses in the bustling Sul-
tanpuri market area.

Local authorities - have

urged anyone with informa-
tion regarding the where-
abouts of the third suspect to
come forward.

The case has drawn sig-
nificant attention, not only
because of the nature of the
crime but also due to the fact
that it was captured on video
and circulated widely on

Ve

social media.
, /
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Lakshmi Bai
statue shifted
to Idgah Park

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: The process to re-
install the statue of Rani
LakshmiBaiof JhansiatIdgah
Park in Sadar Bazar has
been initiated amid heavy se-
curity deployment.

A large number of Delhi Po-
liceand Rapid Action Force per-
sonnel were deployed and barri-
cades were installed in the area
to avoid untoward incidents, so-
urces said on Thursday.

The statue was brought in by
a crane and placed in the park.
Poles have also been erected intc
thesoiltoinstallthe statue%%%

-{Development Authority (D
officials were present at the site
to inspect the installation work.
A DDA official said, “Muni-
cipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) had decided to shift the
statue to Idgah Park to make
the nearby traffic junction sig-
nal-free to decongest the area.
The statue was brought to the
park by MCD on Wednesday

and DDA is in the process of |

getting it installed.”
AnMCDofficialsaid thetri-

angular patch where the statue

had been placed was transfer-
red to the civic body by DDA

and a boundary wall had alrea- '

dy been constructed around it.
“While DDA is constructing
the platform, Rani Jhansi Sam-
iti is supposed to complete the
installation work. We will look
after the place in the future,”
' theofficial added.

The decision to shift the sta-
tue from the roundabout was
made in the light of the propo-

sed expansion of Rani Jhansi !

Road near Karol Bagh. However,

thenew location, whichisinclo- |

se proximity to Shahi Idgah,

where Muslims gather to offer
| Eid prayers, was opposed by t]}e
Shahi Idgah managing commit-
tee. It has raised concerns over
the appropriateness of the sta-
tue’splacementand approached
Delhi High Court to challenge
the relocation. However, the co-
urtrefused to give any relief.
.. “You must volunteer your-
self rather than the court gi-
ving a court order on this. She
isanational figure. Sheisnota
religious figure. It’s not ma-
kingsense tous, why is the pas-
sion so high?” a bench of Chief
JusticeManmohanand Justice
Tushar Rao Gedelahad told the
committee’s lawyer. The high
court hasfixed Oct4 asthenext
dateof hearing.

DDA’ Vikas Sadan
denied fire safety
clearance again

File photo
e

DDA was told to rectify the issues and reapply for the certificate

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi Development Authority's office comp-
lex at Vikas Sadan in INA Colony has ironically failed to
obtain a fire safety certificate from Delhi Fire Service.
An inspection last week revealed several deficiencies,
which havebeen outlined in aletter issued by the fire ser-
vices whiledenying the certificate. i
DFS cited 11 points for denying the certificate, inclu- .
dingexposed wires in the basement, gaps infire check do-

i ors, non-functional lift pressurisation and a malfunctio-

ning automatic fire detection and alarm system. Lifts in
!3 Block were found non-functional, one of the staircases
in the basement was found blocked and the ventilation

" system was not working in the basement too.

DDA has been instructed to rectify these problems
and reapply for the certificate. However, this is not the

| first instance of such deficiencies being pointed out by
. DFS. Lapses were detected even in the two previous in-

spections in 2022.

On Sept 25, Atul Garg, director, DFS, wrote to the com-
missioner-cum-secretary of DDA, “In reference to the
letter received from DDA in July, the premises were in-
spected by DFS officials on Sept 13 to verify the complian-
ce of shortcomings communicated through a letter in
2022. However, shortcomings were reported again. In vi-
ew of these shortcomings, the issuance of a fire safety
certificate cannot be considered at thisstage.” 4

A fire officer said that one part of the complex with
theground plus sevenfloors did not haveafire certificate

for several years. On Aug 17, 2022, Garg had written tq
DDA, “In July 2022, after the inspection of the building

.the DFS found seven issues, and these were communica.
ted whilerejecting theapplication for firesafety clearan.
ce.Theoccupancy of thebuilding/premisesintheabsen.
ceof firesafety clearance shall be at therisk and respon-
sibility of the owneror occupier.”

Reacting to the situation, people said the building
concerned saw heavy daily footfall and it appeared thejr
lives were at risk. “DDA, which has the responsibility of

| looking after the planned development of Delhi, has re.

peatedly failed in itsown firesafety atits office complex,”
Paras Tyagi, president, Centre for Youth Culture, La§”
and Environment, wrote to LG VK Saxena on Thursd:

“Even when a designated post of consultant fire officef
was created, the failure of the official to address the fire
safety issues exposes theillegalities in DDA.” iz
_ DDA responded by saying it had upgraded its fire-figh-
tingsystem in the Vikas Sadan and requested DFS to carry'
outaninspection. “They have pointed out gértain improve:: -
ments. Someof them have already been Addressed. ou:ﬁi‘,,"

: are in‘the progess of provisioning! DFS'Will thereafter ]

L.requested to isstie an updated flre certificate.” DDA salc

)
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SC Panel Finds lllegal Shops
On Mahipalpur Bypass Road

Asks Agencies To Act Against Unauthorised Constructions

Vibha.Sharma
@timesofindia.com

New Delhi: Supreme Court-
constituted monitoring com-
mittee’ recently conducted a
survey of the Mahipalpur-Va-
sant Kunj bypass road and its
surrounding areas. During
their visit, the committee dis-
covered widespread unautho-
rised commercial activities
and construction along this
non-notified road.

“The committee inspected
the areas of Mahipalpur,
NH-48, Rajokri, Samalkha, Ka-
pashera, Bijwasan, Bamnoli,
Bharthal, Dhul Siras, Pochan-
pur and Dwarkaon Sept19.0n
both sides of theroad, the com-
mittee found eateries, stacked
construction materials, andd

arkinglots built orjl
Furthermore, guesthou-

;s s.{;-mdl\'ﬁ PARK}

 Rani Jhans

seswere found operatinginthe
bylanes of Mahipalpur, viola-
ting the provisions of the MPD
2021,” the committee stated in
an inspectionreport.

Thereport was forwarded
to MCD, DDA and the sub-di-
visional magistrate office
concerned for further action
on Sept 24. The committee
hasinstructed theagenciesto
conduct a thorough survey
and take stringentactionaga-
inst the violators.

“While inspecting the
NH-48, the committee observed
that the seals affixed at the in-
stance of the monitoring com-
mittee in Rangpuri have worn
out over time. The deputy com-
missioner of the Najafgarh zo-
nehasbeen asked tore-affixthe
seal. Encroachments were also
observed on the pavements all
along Abdul Gunar Khan Marg

(or Vasant Kunj Road) up to
NH-48 Red Light,” the commit-
teeadded. Themonitoring com-
mittee members also inspected
the party venues and farmhou-
ses booked for marriages at
NH-48, and here too, they found
rampant unauthorised const-
ruction. “On inquiry, the execu-
tive engineer of thebuildingde-
partment submitted that a noti-
ce for unauthorised construc-
tion was already issued to a
venue. But it was shocking to
seethat in spite of thenoticebe-
ing issued, the construction
was going on in full swing,” sta-
ted the committee.

Further, misuse activities
orconstruction activities were
observed, and pandals of aper-
manent nature were found
erected. These constructions
were happening even when
their operation is not allowed

\

on agricultural land as per
MPD-2021 and UBBL-2016.
When questioned, an
MCD official said they were
checking the status on the
ground and would according-
ly take action or submit a re-
ply to the committee. “At Ma-
hipalpur, a major portion, in-
cluding places where guest-
houses are operational, is
part of unauthorised coloni-
es and protected by the NCT
of Delhi Laws (Special Provi-
sions) Amendment Act, 2014.
Further, a policy to host wed-
dings and events in farmhou-
seswasapproved by MCD ear-
lierand submitted intheapex
court. We will still check the
violations, take appropriate
action and submit a report,”
the official added. ¢
DDA refused to comment
onthismatter.

~ Hindustan Times

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority on Thursday
said it has shifted the statue of
the Rani of Jhansi from the
Jhandewalan roundabout in
Karol Bagh to Idgah Park in
Sadar Bazar, and has started the
rocess to install it there.

Officials said that the statue
was lifted on Wednesday night
amid heavy security and barri-
cades by the Delhi Police and
the Rapid Action Force.

“The statue was brought to
the park by MCD on ‘Wednesday
and DDA is in process of install-

- ing it,” said @ DDA spokesper-
statue was lifted using
 a crane and placed in the park.

The move is aimed at decon-

There was heavy police deployment in thearea.  SANCHITKHANNAHT

gestion of the Rani Jhansi road

“stretch from Panchkuian road

to Kashmere gate, . |
An MCD official said the
scope of work includes con-

struction of wall in the triangu-

lar part of DDA park along Rani:
Jhansi Road, and the construc- |
‘tion of platform by DDA for the,

installation of the statue. |
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