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1 acklustre”: SC slams forest dept’s ;

Utkarsh Anand .

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court .

on Monday criticised the Delhi

government's forest department
forits “lacklustre” and “lackadai-
sical” approach to enhancing the
Capital's green cover, summon-
ing the forest department secre-
tary to explain lapses.

bench of justices AS Oka and SVN
Bhatti during a hearing on the
efforts to boost green spaces in
Delhi, in which it ordered the sec-
retary of the forest department to
appear on October 18torespond
to further questions from the
court and to file a personal affida-
vit outlining the steps taken to
improve the city’s green COVer.

“First, you (forest depart-
ment) are not doing anything at
all.. You have a completely lack-
lustre approach... Itis not for the
benefit of judges like us that we
are hearing this case. Itis for the
benefit of the people of Delhi
that we are hearing this matter,”
observed the bench.

During the proceedings, the
bench sought an update from the
forest department on the meas-
ures taken to enhance green cover
in terms of its previous directives
in ‘May and June. However, the

rag M Shroff, requested more
time.smtingﬂmmegovemment’s

Pt

The remarks were madebya .

counsel for the department, Chi-,

status report did not include the

{SUPREME COURT";
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You (forest department)

arenotdoing anything
atall... Youhavea

completelylacklustre:,
-approach

required information and refer-
ﬁngtoasepamteafﬁdavitﬁledma
contempt case. To be sure, the
contempt case in question was the
one that prompted Chief. Justice of
India (CJT) Dhananjaya Y Chan-

drachud to intervene for resolving
.a rare confrontation between two

Supreme Court benches. Related
to tree-felling in Delhi’s Ridge area,

' the contempt case was shifted to

the CJI's bench by an order in

after two different benches
— one led by justice Bhushan R
Gavai and another headed by jus-
tice Oka — started hearing related

but separate aspect of the con-
* tempt case against the lead-
ingmapotmdaljudl ff.

. When it was informed about
the affidavitin the contempt case,
justice Oka’s bench on Monday

. —_—a— . A
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rebuked the counsel. “The direc-
tions on enhancing green cover
 were filed in the writ petition, not
the contempt matter. Don'ttry to
take advantage of the contempt
petition being transferred. Weare
warning you,” it told Shroff.
Senior counsel Guru Krishna
Kumar and Anitha Shenoy, who
_have been assisting the courtas
- amicus curiae, pointed out that

there is a working plan for Delhi

being prepared, and that they
had also given elaborate sugges-
_ tions during the last meeting con-
 vened by the forest department.
But the senior.advocates also
flagged the issue of lack of alac-
ity on the part of the authorities.

/i The bench expressed frustra- .

“tion over government’s inaction,

remarking; “They have done noth

attitude on enhancing green Cover

ing. They are only holding meet-

ingsand doing nothing more” . °
The court’s formal order noted -

that despite a directive issued on «

. June 26,2024, for responsible offi-

cers to meetand implementgreen
cover enhancement measures, no
substantial progress had been
rmade. The court highlighted the
government’s failure to submit
any relevantrecords over the past
three months detailing steps taken

] toimprove the city’s green cover.

It further noted that compre-,

. hensive suggestions had been pro-

vided by environmental experts,
yet the government had not taken

-any visible steps. The court

expressed disappointment with
the actions of the forest depart-

‘ment and directed the principal

secretary to file a personal affidavit
detailing the measures taken by
the government. The court also
instructed the secretary tobe per- -

- sonally present at the next hearing

scheduled for October 18, with the
affidavit due by October 15.
Justice Oka added: “It is either
complete lack of knowledge or
somebody wants that even this
matter should not be heard by this
court. First, you have a lackluster
approach, and to top it, you say
you have filed an affidavitin some
other matter.” 3 5
The court’s displeasure stems
from several instances of “illegal

.and high-handed acts of felling of

trees"”in Delh, including the city's
ecologically sensitive Ridge area.
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Centre remains
non-committal on
MPD41 timeline

Times News Network

New Delhi: The Central povt rema-
ins non-committal on the timeline

for notifving Delhi M
Plan-2041, even 19 months afte c
[l Develsiment Authority
eadad by lieutenant governot, 101-

warded the approved draft plan to
housingand urbanaffairs ministry:

Responding to a question on the
notification of Delhi’s new develop-
ment plan. which was part of govt’s
100day agenda. Union minister Ma-
nohar Lal Khattar said on Monday
thatthere were some technical issu-
es with the draft plan and it was, at
present, under consideration. Wit-

Union minister Manohar Lal
Khattar said there were some
technical issues with the
draft plan and it was, at
present, under consideration

houtgivingan exacttimeline, hesa-
id the plan would be notified soon.
The minister said some more
suggestions received from the pub-
lic were also being considered befo-
re notifying the final plan. Stating
that the development plan would be
in sync with NCR Plan for 2041, he
said that govt was hopeful of finali-
singbothof them in the nearfuture.
While approving the draft mas-
ter plan, LG V K Saxena had said its
thrust was on inclusive develop-
ment, and sustainable and innovati-
ve interventions such as transit-ori-
ented development hubs, land poo-
ling, heritage and Yamuna rejuve-
nation, and regeneration of the city.
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f'Technical difficulties in prepariﬂg‘
Delhi Master Plan-2041: Minister

' EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 30

UNION HOUSING and Urban
| Affairs Minister Manohar Lal
| Monday said there were techni-
i calissues in preparing the Delhi
I Master Plan-2041, which has
- been pending with the Ministry
i for approval for over a year.

: The master plan, which was
r»supposed to be notified in 2021

‘as the successor to the Delhi
1 Master Plan-2021, was approved
I'by_ the. Delhi- Development

Authority on February 28,2023,

and sent to the Ministry for noti-

fication on April 13,2023, as per
areply by the Ministry to the Lok

Sabhain August.

Notification of Master Plan-

2041 was on the agenda of the

MoHUA in the first 100 daysof

._the third term of the NDA gov-

emment, but is yet to be finalised.

While addressing a press con-
ference on achievements of the
Ministry in the past 100 days, the
Minister was asked about the sta-
tus of Master Plan-2041 “Master
Plan-2041 is under consultation
of different departments. There

are some technical difficulties in

the preparation.” he said. adding
it would be done soon. :

The draft master plan, which
was publiched by 2021,
Wsm&nsmn:mm
last-mile connectrvity.

Meanwhile. the Ministry is
likely to roll out the Pradhan
Mantri Awas Yoana (PMAY, 2.0
schemne was aiso on the 100-day
agenda of the Ministry. The
Minister said some of the pa-
rameters had been changed for
the new scheme compared o
the PMAY. Now. an offical sad.
the states’ share of the funding
had been made mandcatory.

The Ministry also approved
three Metro projects ; Sengaiunz,
Thane and Pune worth Rs31.000
qrore in the past 100days.

/



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

(‘\

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
TUESDAY, OCTOBER 1, 2024

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

- - ~ 24
NAME OF NEWSPAPER S mm e : THE INDIAN EXPRESS, TUESDAY, OCTOBERT. 20
. B h }
- ! g L] . - <
Cem:tfeco;‘enﬂ:_alﬂson  Technical difficulties in preparing
- | a ° . .
.
MPDAL ﬁme'trfa'ne Delhi Master Plan-2041: Minister
- i o the preparation.” he said. adding
Times News Nerwork - EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE v o it would be done soon.
New Delhi: The Central govt rema. - NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 30 The draft master plan, which
ins non-committal on the timelin ! was published by 2021,
for notifying Delhi T I UNle HF)I:JSING and Urban says its focus areas are nmproving
Plan-2041, even 19 months after i Affairs Minister Manohar Lal ZTeen SpACes, WateT ConseTvation.
hi Development Authority (ODA) | Mondaysaid there were techni- shifting to renewabie enerzy and
headed by lieutenant governof: Yot- . calissues in preparing the Delhi last-mile connectvity.
warded the approved draft plan { Master Plan-2041, which has Meanwhile. the Ministry is
housingand urbanaffairsministry. . been pending with the Ministry likely to roil out the Pradhan
Responding to a question on the i forapproval for over ayear. Mantri Awas Yojana (PMAY) 2.0
notification of Delhi’s new develop- i The master plan, which was - soon, sources said. Launching the
ment plan, which was part of govt's -supposed to be notified in 2021. scheme was aiso on the 100-day
100-day agenda, Unionminister Ma- ‘as the successor to the Delhi 55 agenda of the Ministry. The
nohar Lal Khattar said on Monday 1 Master Plan-2021, was approved _the third term of the NDAgov-  Minister said some of the pa-
that there were sometechnical issu- L by. the. Delhi- Development ' emment, butisyettobe finalised. -~ rameters had been changed for
es with the draft plan and it was, at . Authority on February 28, 2023, While addressingapresscon-  the new scheme compared to
present, under consideration. Wit- andsenttothe Ministry fornoti- ~ ference on achievements of the  the PMAY. Now, an offical said,
Union minister Manohar Lal fication on April 13,2023,asper  Ministryinthe past 100days,the - the states" share of the funding
Khattar said there were some areply_bytheMxmsﬂywthelok Minister was asked about the sta- had been made mandatory.
= the SabhanpAugust. tus of Master Plan-2041. “Master The Ministry aiso approved
technical issues with Notification of Master Plan-  Plan-2041 is under consultation three Metro pojects in Bengalun,
draft plan and it was, at 2041 was on the agendaof the ~ of different departments. There Thane and Pune worth Rs 31,000
present, under consideration MoHUA in the first 100 days of  are some technical difficulties in qore in the past 100 days.
houtgivingan exacttimeline he sa-
id the plan would be notified soon.

The minister said some more
suggestions received from the pub-
lic were also being considered befo-
re notifying the final plan. Stating
that the development plan would be
in sync with NCR Plan for 2041, he
said that govt was hopeful of finali-
singboth of them in the nearfuture.

While approving the draft mas-
ter plan, LG V K Saxena had said its
thrust was on inclusive develop-
ment, and sustainable and innovati-

| veinterventions such as transit-ori-
| ented development hubs, land poo-
' ling, heritage and Yamuna rejuve-
| ‘nation, andregeneration of thecity.
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DDA extends PM-UDAY piocessing 2
centres to operate seven days a week

The decision taken on the directions of Lieutenant Governor V.K. Saxena

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: In a bid to expe-
dite the processing of applica-
tions for ownership rights under
the Pradhan Mantri Unauthor-
ised Colonies in Delhi ‘Awas
Adhikar Yojana' (PM-UDAY)
scheme, the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
announced that all ten PM-
UDAY Processing Centres will
now operate seven days a week,
starting from October 1.

The decision, taken on the
directions of Lieutenant Gover-
nor (L-G) VK. Saxena, aims to
accelerate the issuance of owner-
ship rights and make the process
more accessible for residents.

The PM-UDAY scheme,
introduced to provide legal
recognition to properties in
unauthorised colonies, benefits
residents of 1,731 colonies in
the national capital. The scheme
grants ownership rights, giving
residents legal security and sta-

» The PM-UDAY scheme, introduced to
provide legal recognition to properties in
unauthorised colonies, benefits residents
of 1,731 colonies in the national capital

» The DDA, in a statement, emphasised that
extending operations to weekends would
improve ‘accessibility for residents and
enhance the overall effectiveness of the
application process.

» The scheme grants ownership rights, giv-
ing residents legal security and stability

over their properties

» The latest move to keep processing cen-
tres open on weekends aims to address
the increasing demand from residents,
who have faced challenges in submitting
applications and following up on their
status due to weekday constraints

‘(@: -UDAY|

bility over their properties.

The latest move to keep
processing centres open on
weekends aims to address the
increasing demand from resi-
dents, who have faced challenges
in submitting applications and
following up on their status due
to weekday constraints.

Saxena, who has received

numerous representations from
residents regarding the need for
extended operational hours,
directed the DDA to ensure that
these centres remain functional
every day, including Saturdays
and Sundays. This decision is
expected to increase the capac-
ity for processing applications,
expedite the clearance of pend-

ing cases, and facilitate the
timely delivery of ownership
rights. :

The DDA, in a statement,
emphasised that extending
operations to weekends would
improve accessibility for resi-
dents and enhance the overall
effectiveness of the application
process.

“This initiative will pro-
vide enhanced opportuni-
ties for residents, especially
those who face challenges in
submitting documents and
following up on their appli-
cations during weekdays,” the
statement read.

By expanding the availability
of PM-UDAY Processing Cen-
tres, the DDA aims to cater to
more residents and expedite the
issuance of Authorisation Slips
and Conveyance Deeds.

This proactive measure will
help ensure that the residents of
unauthorised colonies can gain
timely ownership rights, lead-
ing to better integration of these
colonies into the formal urban
framework of Delhi, it men-
tioned. With processing centres
now open throughout the week,
the DDA expects a significant
reduction in the backlog of appli-
cations and an increase in the
pace of granting ownership rights
under the PM-UDAY scheme.
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Centres under PM-UDAY to remain
open throughout week LG dlrects DDA

STAFF REPORTER B NEW DELHI

ollowing the direction of
Lieutenant Governor
ar, Saxena, [Delhi
ppment__Authorit
A) has issued orders for
all 10 Processing Centres
under PM-UDAY to remain
open and functional on all
seven days of the week includ-
ing Saturdays and Sundays,
from October 1. “This step is
aimed at expediting the pro-
cessing of applications and
ensuring timely delivery of
ownership rights to the resi-
dents of PM-UDAY (Pradhan
Mantri-Unauthorized
Colonies in Delhi
AwasAdhikarYojana)
colonies. The Lt. Governor
has received several repre-
sentations from residents of
PM-UDAY Unauthorized
colonies to this effect” DDA
said in a statement.
PM-UDAY Scheme is aimed
at granting ownership rights
to the residents of 1731 unau-

thorized colonies in Delhi.
The primary objective of this
Scheme is to provide legal
recognition to residents’ prop-
erties, by conferring owner-
ship rights,

“By extending operations to
weekends, these Centers will
have increased capacity to
process applications and clear
pending cases, leading to
faster disposal’ of applica-
tions. This initiative will pro-
vide enhanced opportunities
for residents and especially
benefit those resldents of PM-

N

iy S ’_.
s <Y
UDAY colonies who face
challenges in submitting doc-
uments and following up their
applications during week-
days,” it said
The DDA aims for this mea-
sure to significantly enhance
accessibiﬁty to PM-UDAY
centers for the residents of the
1731 unauthorized colonies
covered under PM-UDAY
and improve overall applica-
tion- gl ocessing effectiveness
isposal of applications
for issuance of Authorisation

. Slips/ Conveyance Deeds.
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