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‘Work on 1,000 Chhath ghats
intensifies amid blame game

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: With Chhath fes-
, tivities starting soon, Delhi
govt has intensified the pre-
paration of over 1,000 tempo-
rary ghats across the city for
devotees to offer prayers to
the deities. Meanwhile, AAP
and BJP continued to spar
over the setting up of a facili-
ty insouth Delhi’s ChiragDil-
li on Monday.
Chief minister Atishi re-
viewed the preparations for
Chhath Puja at Hathi Ghat
= near 1TO and issued direc-
tions to officials to ensure all
facilities are available to the
devotees. “Today, Chhath

= Ehatsarebeingmadeat more
than 1,000 locations in the ci-
ty Al our ministers and
MLAs are inspecting the
Chhath ghats...Iurge BJP not

® todo politics over Chhath Pu-
ja,” Atishitold reporters.

While the festival will be ce-
lebrated from Nov 5 to 8, Delhi
govt has declared Nov 7 as a
publicholiday. Chhath isama-
jorHindu festival celebrated in
the states of Biharand eastern
Uttar Pradesh. A largenumber
of people from the two states,
who are referred to as Purvan-
chali, live in different parts of
the city and celebrate Chhath
with great enthusiasm.

Atishi. issued directions
to officials to complete the
settingupof temporaryghats
swiftly andensurethedevote-
es do not face any inconveni-

MCD allocates 720k
per ward for lighting

New Delhi: MCD has allocated
abudget of Rs 20,000 perward
forlighting work at Chhath
ghatsin Delhi.“The funds were
sanctioned around aweekago,
and the electric department
has begun work on the ground.
Theamountcanalso be
utilised for lighting the
approachroadsleading tothe
ghatinaddition to the main
area. If required, we will
sanction more funds forthe
purpose, provided the demand
isgenuine,” said an MCD
official. MCD hasalso asked
the sanitationstaff engagedin
eachzoneto sweepthesitesin
multiple shifts and maintain
cleanliness atall Chhath ghats.
“MCD staff will putall efforts
into keeping the sites ¢lean,
The collected waste will be
lifted atregularintervals.” m

ence. Shesaid many ghats wo-
uld be hosting cultural pro-
grammes organised by Mait-
hili-Bhojpuri Academy,
enabling devotees to celebra-
tethefestival with “joy, peace,
and devotion”,

Meanwhile, minister and
Greater Kailash MLA Sau-
rabh Bharadwa] continued
his attack on BJP for alleged-
ly preventing people from of-
feringprayersat SatpulaPark
in ChiragDilli. “ChiragDelhi

Chhath Ghat has become a
cantonment. After the police,
now the CRPF battalion is al-
so present, If the public is
with BJE, then why is thereso
much fear?" he posted on X.
Bharadwaj accused BJP
of “orchestrating a campa-
ign"” to prevent the festival at
Satpula Park. “This is where
our Purvanchalis from Bihar
and UP traditionally celebra-
te Chhath Puja with all ritu-
als, but this year, they were
stopped by BJP-controlled
{DDA}" healleged.
Delhi BJP president Vi-
rendra Sachdeva alleged that
AAP MLAswere trying to poli-
tically take over the Chhath
Puja ghats while the Yamuna
remained polluted. “From Wa-
zirabad to Kalindi Kunj, the Ya-
muna is as polluted as it was 10
days ago. The public has lost
trustin AAP govt, " hesaid,
The Delhi BJP chief alle--
ged that of 1,060 temporary
Chhath ghats, work on more
than 800 was still incomplete,
“When thechief minister was
inspecting today, most ghats
did not have an electricity
connection,” Sachdeva said,
Delhi Congress president
Devender Yadav claimed that
devotees were worried about
the toxie air and the poisono-
us, ammonia-polluted waters
of the Yamuna. “AAP govt
has made no arrangement to
ensure that the Purvanchalis
hold the pujain fresh and cle-
an waters,"” he alleged.
4
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AAP, BJP trade barbs as

Chhath politics hots up

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi chief minister
Atishi, reviewing government
preparations at ITO on Monday
for Chhath Puja, said that more
than 1,000 ghats are being set up
by government agencies for the
festival and urged Opposition
Bharatiya Janata Party (BJP) not
to politicise the festival. The
chief minister said the number
of locations for celebrating the
Chhath has risen from 60 ghats
in 2014 to more than 1,000 loca-
tions over the past 10 years.
"Chhath is the most important
festival for the Poorvanchali
community, and it is widely cele-
brated across Delhi, Over the last
decade, the Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has shown great respect
for the festival,” said Atishi, add-
ing that various departments,
including Irrigation and Flood
Contiol (I&FC) and Delhi Jal
Board {DJB), were collaborating
to prepare the ghats with water,
tents, lighting, cleanliness, and
security.
Atishi described the ITO
Chhath ghat as one of Delhi's
most crucial sites where “lakhs
of devotees™ gather to offer their
prayers. “Many sites will also
feature cultural programmes
arganised by the Maithili-Bhoj-
puri Academy to help devotees
celebrate peacefully and joy-
fully,” she said. “From pond cre-
ation to tents, lights, cleanliness,
and security, all arrangements
are being managed by the Delhi
government,” the CM said.
BJP, meanwhile, blamed
Atishi, alleging that the Delhi
government has left the ghats
along the Yamuna unprepared.
The Poorvanchali commu-
nity, comprising around 400,000
residents among Delhi’s 14.7 mil-
lion reglstered voters, has
become a prominent cultural
and political group In the Capi-
' tal. Chhath celebrations,
observed six days after Diwali,

have expanded in scale, withthe

o

Preparations underway for Chhath Puja onthe bank of Yamuna river at ITO.

number of public observances
and festival sites growing pro-
portionally.

AAP, BJP at odds over
Chirag Delhi site

The chief minister also
addressed a contentious dispute
over a Chhath ghat in Chirag
Delhi, with AAP and BJP report-
edly at odds over the right to
organise festivities at the park’s
Satpula site, "I want to appeal to
the BJP not to politicise the fest-
val. They should allow the peoja
to happen,” said Atishi, alleging
that the BJP's actions signalled
oppositlon to the Poorvanchali
community.

Delhi BJP President Virendra
Sachdeva has said that the way
AAP MLAs, particularly Saurabh
Bhardwaj, tried to politically
take over the Chhath Puja ghats,

.while the Yamuna remains as

polluted as It was ten days ago
from Wazirabad to Kalindi Kuny,

hasled the public to lose trust in
the government,

“Just a day before the start of
Chhath Puja, even if Chief Minis-
ter Atishi Marlena makes state-
ments, it's evident to beth the
Purvanchal community and
other residents of Delhi how the
negligence of AAP government
has left the ghats along the
Yamuna unprepared. Out of the
1,060 temporary Chhath ghats,
work on more than 800 is still
incomplete, with even basic
arrangements like water and
digging of pits unfinished,” Sach-
deva said. :

In a separate press confer-
ence, urban development minis-
ter and local MLA Saurabh Bhar-
adwaj said that as the festival has
been celebrated at Satpula Park
for eight years, it is an official
site listed among 1,000 Chhath
ghats. "Anyone from the area
can confirm that this committee

was holding the festival here. It

ARVIND YADAV/HT PHOTO

Bansuri Swaraj can swear by the
Gita and claim these aren’t the
original organisers, we will leave
this issue,” he said. |
In response, BIP MP Bansuri |
Swaraj, who visited the site, !
refuted Bharadwaj's claims,

-alleging the MLA was obstruct-

ing preparations at the park. |
Swaraj said that the Jan Sewa
Samitl had secured permission
from the DDA on September 23
to organise the festival at the site,

"Minister Saurabh Bharadwayj
should haye filed for permissio

ith_the [Delhi Developm

Authority (DD '
ating obstacles now? Digging
work for ghat was being carried
out, and he (Bharadwaj) stopped
the work by removing the keys of
the excavator machine,” Swaraj
said.

Following the developments,
police presence was increased in
the area, barricading since Sun-
day afternoon to maintain order,
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ALSO ACCUSED DDA OF HALTING CHHATH PREP_

Atishi slams BJP for ‘obstructing’

Chhath preparations in Capital

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Chief
Minister Atishi on Monday
slammed the BJP for “obstruct-
ing preparations” for Chhath
celebrations in the national
capital and labelled the saffron
party “anti-Purvanchal”.
She also accused the Delhi

DA}, which functions under
the Centre, of halting Chhath
preparations in a south Delhi
locality.

“The halting of Chhath puja
by the BJP’s DDA in Chirag
Delhi illustrates its anti-Pur-
vanchal mentality,” she said
after inspecting the Chhath
ghat a1 ITO in central Delhi.

Emphasising the impor-
tance of the festival for the
national capital’s Purvanchali
community, Atishi <aid the
AAP government in Delhi had
been celebrating the festival in

t  Authorty |

i :‘f i v Foy

Delhi Chief Mini_s_fer Atishi_ reviews Chhath Puja preparations ot the bank of Yomuna river near ITO, in New Delhi, on Monday Pl

a grand manner for the past
10 years. “Chhath is of utmost
importance to the brothersand
sisters of Purvanchal and we
have been celebrating it with
great pomp and show all ever
Delhi for the last 10 years.”
“Ten years ago, Chhath was
celebrated by the government
at only 60 locations in Delhi.

» The halting of Chhath puja by the BJP's DDA in Chirag
Delhi illustrates its anti-Purvanchal mentality: CM

» 'Today, the Delhi government has prepared more than
1,000 magnificent Chhath ghats,’ said Atishi

Today, the Delhi government
has prepared more than 1,000

magnificent Chhath ghats
where everyone can properly

worship Chhathi Maiya)” she
added.

Chhath puja is dedicated
to the worship of the sun god
and is observed with a rigor-
ous four-day routine.

The Delhi government
has declared a public holiday
on November 7 for Chhath
celebrations.

—
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2 held over
attempted
robbery at
elderly’s
house: Cops

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Dethi Police has
arrested two men who alleg-
edly barged into the Vikaspuri
area house of a retired DD
?I'nploye% and asked him to
give up his car keys and mobile
phones at gunpoint, according
to an FIR.

Malkhan Singh Tyagi, 63,
told police that he was sleeping
in his room when two people
barged into his house and bran-
dished a gun. “When I shouted,
my wife who was working in
the kitchen rushed inside the

room, but the person threat-
ened her to stay silent,” he said
in the FIR.

Tyagi reported that two
men attempted to steal jew-
ellery from an almirah when
his son, Paras, arrived home.
Seeing Paras, the men tried to
escape but were restrained by
neighbours and his son.

' ghat at IT

DATE Tuesday, November 5, 2024 -

Govt., BJP spar over
Chhath planning as
festivities begin today

Chief Minister Atishi taking stock of the Chhath Pujz_: preﬁlenratmns :

near ITO in New Delhi Monday. PTI

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

A day before the beginning
of the four-day Chhath ce-
lebrations, Chief Minister
Atishi on Monday accused
the BJP of “obstructing
preparations” for the fes-
tival. The main Opposition
party in Delhi rejected the
charge and claimed that es-
sentials like power supply
were missing from most
ghats constructed for the
devotees.

The war of words came
amid the accumulation of
toxic froth in the Yamuna.
The festival is predomi-
nantly celebrated by the
Purvanchalis, the Bhojpu-
ri-speaking people from
eastern Uttar Pradesh, Bi-
har, - and parts of
Jharkhand.

The numerically strong
Purvanchali community
could play a crucial role in
deciding the fate of the As-
sembly election due in Fe-
bruary next year.

Inspecting the Yamuna

\‘ —.'

controlled by the BJP-led
Centre, halted the Chhath
preparations in a south
Delhi locality. “The halting
of Chhath Puja by the BJP*s
DDA in Chirag Dilli shows
its anti-Purvanchal mental-
ity,” she said.

Ms. Atishi said her go-
vernment has constructed
over 1,000 ghats in the city
for the festival.

Meanwhile, Delhi Urban
Development Minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj accused
the BJP of “orchestrating a
campaign” to prevent the
celebrations at Satpula
Park in the New Delhi Lok
Sabha constituency,

In response, Delhi BJp
chief Virendra Sachdeva ]
leged that AAP MLAs, par
ticularly Mr. Bhardwaj
tried to “politically take ov-
er the Chhath Puja ghats»
while the Yamuna remaing
as polluted as it was a fort.
night ago even though the
government had promiseq
to get it cleaned before thga |
festival. hd :

Mr, Sachdeva saig !
on 800 ghats is stil] n'::c:gf |
er, tMost ghats st lack
power supPIY,” he'addag

s e T LR, e EL L
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Chief Minister Atishi on Monday
inspected the Chhath ghat at ITO
in central Delhi while slamming the
BJP for ‘obstructing preparations’ for
the celebrations of the festival in the
national Capital and labelled the party
‘anti-Purvanchall Meanwhile, the Delhi
BJP hit back at the ruling party and
said that it is laughable that Atishi is
asking officials to not leave work at the
Tast minute a day before the celebra-
tions.

After inspecting the ghats, the senior
AAP leader also accused thé Delhi

" Development Authority (DDA) which

functions under the Centre, of halting
Chhath preparations in a south Delhi
10cality.;'I_‘h¢,ha_]t_|ing of Chhath puja by
the BJP's DDA in Chirag Delhi illus-

trates its anti-Purvanchal mentality,"
she said.

Emphasising the importance of the fes-
tival for the national capital's
Purvanchali community, Atishi said
the AAP government in Delhi had
been celebrating the festival in a grand
manner for the past 10 years. "Chhath
is of utmost importance to the broth-
ers and sisters of Purvanchal and we
have been celebrating it with great
pomp and show all over Delhi for the
last 10 years."
"Ten years ago, Chhath was celebrat-
ed by the government at only 60 loca-
tions in Delhi. Today, the Delhi gov-
o, ernment has prepared more than 1,000
~ magnificent Chhath ghats where every-
one can properly worship Chhathi
Maiya," she added. The Delhi govern-
ment has declared a public holiday on
November 7 for Chhath celebrations.
During the inspection, Atishi direct-
ed officials, "All Chhath Ghats should
be prepared swiftly so that no work is

g the pioneer

NEW DELHI | TUESDAY | NOVEMBER 5, 2024

CM Atishi inspects I'TO Chhath Ghat,

slams BJP for obstructing preparations

left for the last minute, ensuring that
devotees do not face any inconve-
nicnce.”

Hitting back at the AAP over the
preparations for the devotees, Delhi
BJP President Virendra Sachdeva stat-
ed that while Chhath Puja is set to
begin on Tuesday, November 5, Atishi’s
instructions to the officials are ‘laugh-
ablel

He pointed out the irony of the Chief
Minister’s statement on November 4,
telling officials not to leave work until
the last minute, when the four-day
Chhath Puja will actually begin on
November 5 afterncon. “This indicates
that the Chief Minister may not even
be aware of the start date of Chhath
Puja,” he said.

* Today, just a day before the start of
Chhath Puja, even if Chief Minister
Atishi makes statements, it’s evident to
both the Purvanchal community and

other residents of Delhi how the neg-
ligence of the AAP government has left
the ghats along the Yamuna unpre-
pared;” Sachdeva alleged.

He claimed that out of the 1,060 tem-
porary Chhath ghats, work on more
than 800 is still incomplete, with even
basic arrangements like water and pit-
diggﬁng un%mished as of this evening.
“When the Chief Minister was
inspecting today, most ghats still
lacked electricity connections,” he
said.

The Delhi BJP chief said that the way
AAP MLAs, particularly Minister
Saurabh Bhardwaj, tried to politically
take over the Chhath Puja ghats, while
the Yamuna remains as polluted as it
was ten days ago from Wazirabad to
Kalindi Kunj, has led the public to lose |
trust in Arvind Kejriwal Party's Delhi |
government. It has also hurt their sen- |
timents. ]
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