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‘School not letting children

d i ¢ .
€nd classes over hiked fee AT 2R 77T AR
» Pt thrrzarar, = fat . '

Times News Nerwork Shivendra Vishwash (49) ‘DDA land. It must first getDoE, . s 3
New De alleged the name of his child, approvalfor increasing the fee, ot & wrd oo &
bt Thi: On Monday mor-  who is in class 9, has been  How is it asking the parents to w2 A ofy § B8 o e
hi B.aclass10studentreached  struck Ooff. “They are making  pay more? Why is govt silent?” Ao P ros
o hooLDPS Dwarka,aftera  my child feel isolated to pres On March 27, DoF. issued 2 ﬂpgmw- ¥
ONg summer break, excitedto  sure the parent to pay the hi- circularsaying for 2024-25,“no ¥ n vrtd m m A :,;,.

Teunite with his peers. Howe.

ked fee,” he said,adding, “The

private unaided school in Del-

= 7= 53w ¥ e

Ver tohis surprise. hewasalle:  school has arbitrarily increa-  hi which has been allotted 3 3
edly asked to leave the class  sed the fee, and we have been  land by govt agencies shall en- oA w3 PR TE RN T T AT
and sit alone in the library as  fighting a battle with them  hance fee without the prior Frrm it mA St sfewty TS
“punishment” for not pavi " r 3
paying  over this. Their responsefsto  sanction of DoE", But in May, ANt Ty T e E S =

the_ hiked fee Another child harass our children.” Delhi HC stayed thedirective. h P e i = ¥ & T
claimed she wasn't allowed to Pink{ Verma, whose son is The school had earlier so- i by radharidih Y ol NP bt b
use the washroom becauseshe  in class 10, told TOI, “Because  ught approval from DoE for o @ HTF P vl sy ¥ gdsr o v -,;z 5
hadgq{‘p:(;d thgfee;rrears we are all raising our voice, hiking the fee. However. this iR S s ety 2w et == 2 =

1 Wednesday. theparents  my son is not being allowed to ~ was rejected, following T[T ¢ zidswEI R
of several children protested  even sit in class. It has impac-  which the school put up a no- ﬁ‘@# % ‘}w??g ;ﬁ : : ;ﬁ e =
outside theoffice of theDirec-  ted him. I can't take him to tice on its website saying: e I et SwSl
torate of Education DoE). al-  another school in the middle “The school does not accert Rl ¥ st 28 am) Koo g Setminduns Bl >
leging the school was “haras-  of the session.” the fee rejection order of dxIvm s I LR
smg"ftheirwarusroranincre Arvind Krishnan, another ~ DoE. It Is in the process of ta- WA AR IR vt 2 = =i = =
ased fee, eventhoughtheyhad parent, alleged, “The school  king all remedial actions as T ook S
paid the DoE-approved fee. has almost doubled the feeand perlaw.. Thereisnoquestion .ﬁ 3 : by “N*Wfk -~

There was no immediate {s asking parents to pay forfa-  of fee refund. Parents are re-
response from school princi-  cilities like facilities they do quired to make payment as
per the school fee portal.”

pal Priya Narayanan.
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Spot check: Remains of cut

Snehil Sinha

snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A 2.3km stretch of
the Chhattarpur Satbari-Gaus-
hala road, which is in the proc-
ess of being widened into a six-
lane road to extend up to the
FMIS campus at Mai-
dan Garhi, is lined with chopped
stumps, strewn bark and dead
branches as haunting evidence
of illegal tree-felling in the eco-
sensitive zone around Asola
Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary.

Around 1,100 trees were alleg-
edly illegally hacked for the
project, and the matter is cur-
rently being heard in the
Supreme Court.

The initial petition, by envi-
ronmentalist Bindu Kapurea
against Delhi Development

“Authority (DDA) vice-chair Sub-
hashish Panda, mentioned that
over 1,100 trees were cut in the
area. The petitioner submitted
pictures, maps and other evi-
dence to the court.

When the apex court went
through the report, it noticed
that lapses were committed by
DDA and other authorities
including the Delhi govern-
ment’s environment and forests
department, among others. The
court observed that on February
14 this year, the principal secre-
tary of Delhi's forest department
issued a notification under Delhi
Preservation of Trees Act (DPTA)
to fell 422 trees. However, fhe
top court observed that “by
DDA’s own admission, 633 trees

cut.”
well;%wwer. it added: “Our
impression is that many more
trees beyond 633 were cut.

In the last hearing on June 26,
a vacation bench of justices
‘Abhay S Oka and Ujjal Bhuyap
observed that the role of Delhi’s
Jieutenant governor (LG) in the
decision-making needed to be
ascertained, asking the DDA
vice-chair for a clear statement
of facts on who ordered the fell-

of trees.
ngDA and the LG’s office did
not respond to queries from HT
on the issue.

The ruling Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) has jumped into the issue
as part of its ongoing tussle with

the LG's office and the Delhi
bureaucracy, citing emails that

allegedly show the chain of vio-
lations.

Now, even as a battle contin-
ues over how the felling hap-
pened, and what clearances
were accorded, the situation at
the ground tells its own story.

Ground situation

As one turns right from the main
Chhattarpur Road towards the
two-lane Gaushala Road, the ini-
tial 200 metres is a narrow
stretch, largely deserted, with
few vehicles on it. It then opens
to a wider stretch on the left,
where the trees have been
hacked to widen the road.

The stretch is at various sta-
ges of development, and as one
enters it, the first 100 metres are
lined with tree trunks, giving ita
hard-pruned look.

say some of these trees
were spared because work was
stopped.

“Work was gradually happen-
ing, but some senior officials
visited in February. Since then,
they have been working day and
night to finish this road. Most
trees were cut only after that,
and half the road has been built.
There were workers everywhere
and at all times. But work sud-
denly stopped last month. These

e U

Trees cut on astretch near Gaushala Road, Maidan Garhi in the city on Tuesday.

trees at the start of the stretch

were also marked and would"

also have been cut, but were
probably left along because of
the court case,” Puran Singh,
who has been running a tea stall
on this road since 2016, said.

HT found that the hard-
pruned trees were numbered
with red paint, but it was not
immediately clear what these
indicated. Generally, trees that
are cut for developmental pro-
jects are marked for appropriate
compensatory afforestation.
However, officials did not con-
firm if this was the case since the
matter is in court,

Around a kilometre ahead, the
barks disappear in the next part
of the road. Remnants of large
trees can be seen in the shape of
thick stumps with a clrcumfer-
ence of about 2-3 metres along
the stretch. HT noticed at least 50
such large stumps in the area.

The next phase of the stretch
is clear, with evidence of a road
being constructed. This extends
up to a kilometre — all signs of
vegetation are erased here —and
layered with reddish gravel and
stone. A drainage line, parallel to
the road, is almost complete,

Rehman All, a resident of Mai-
dan Garhi village, said: “This

) WO

narrow road goes up to the Gum-
mat temple and was constructed
several years ago. It was lined
with trees on both sides. All this
additional road work has hap-
pened only in the last six months.
There was some illegal construc-
tion also that has been demol-
ished to make the new road, but
mostly, there were trees here."

Around 1.7km into the Gaus-
hala Road, there is a fork with a
locked police post on the apex.
The existing two-lane road con-
tinues towards the Gummat
temple on the left. On the right,
the gravel-layered path contin-
ues for another 600m, with a
100-foot-wide  black-topped
stretch that ends at the AIIMS-
CAPFMIS campus,

The political row

The ongoing case has sparked
yet another row between the
government and the bureauc-
racy in Delhi. After the last hear-
ing, environment minister Gopal
Ral formed a three-minister fact-
finding committee and directed
the forest department officials to
submit a report explaining the
lapses. However, the principal
secretary concerned, AK Singh,
did not respond, claiming that
the committee was formed in

trees line eco-sensitive zone

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT PHOTOS

violation of norms.

It is unclear how many trees
were cut in the area, especially
since none of the agencies were
ready to share details because of
the matter being subjudice.

According to a Delhi gazette
notification issued on Feb
14, there were 422 trees at the
project site that the LG alloweq
to be exempted under the Delhj
preservation of Trees Act, 1994,

This included an area of 4.9955 |

hectares for the construction of
approach roads from “majp
Chhatarpur road to SAARC Uni-
versity, CAPFIMS and other

establishments at Maidan Garhj, !

Sayurpur and Satbari”,

“No permission for the fe]]
of trees was given by the forest
department. The tree officer of
the area also served two Noticeg
wm[)ll).t}." a forest departmeny
olficial, not wanti
named, said. AL

Amid the felling of tre
courtcase, and the politic:f]s ﬂg}l,et
over It, there is some hope, 3
recentrains have sparked S(;ms
regrowth and tiny branches wnﬁ
bright green leaves are now
peeking from around almost all
the stumps. Having been left
undisturbed, these trees are try-
Ing to survive against the odds.
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NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) is plan-
ning to develop a riverfront
Project on 25 hectares along the
western bank of the Yamuna
floodplains, opposite the Millen-
nium Park, extending from a
now-defunct bus depot to the
DND Flyway, officials aware of
the matter said.

The project, located between
. the NH-24 and New India Gar-
den project, is part of the 1,500
hectares along the floodplains
that the DDA is currently rede-
veloping, officials said. DDA will
now hire a consultant for the
project.

“This riverfront project will be
developed near the Millennium
bus depot that is now defunct In
the last one year, we removed a
lot of waste and debris from the
area. We are at the initial stages
of planning and will move for-
ward based on recommenda-
tions of the expert consultant
that will be hired,” a senior DDA
official said.

‘While reviewing work on the
Asita East Park in March 2023,
Delhi's lieutenant governor said
that the Capital will soon have a
“Sabarmati-like” riverfront that
will be developed as a public
space. The LG also said that no
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PROJECT } ON THE YAMUNA FLOODPLAINS

In works, a

The project along the western riverbank will be developed as ‘zifi)ublic space.

concretisation will be allowed
and all legal provisions for the O
zone, as per the Delhi Master
Plan, will be adhered to.

On Tuesday, DDA floated a
request for proposal (RFP) to
appoint a consultant to prepare
a feasibility report and select a
developer for the riverfront
project.

According to the RFP, the
project will be developed in pub-
lic-private partnership (PPP)
mode, Further, only 12 transac-
tion advisors empanelled by the
ministry of economic affairs are
- e alm -

eligible to apply, the RFP s4id,
The Yamuna passes through
Delhi from the north to _the

_ south, across 52 kilometres,

riverfront projectnear Millenni

ARVIND YADAV/HT

Park, Kalindi Aviral, Asita West,

‘Amrut Biodiversity Park,

Yamuna Vanasthali, ecotourism
area from Geeta Colony to

fromPalla to Jaitpur. . Yamuna Barrage, Mayur Nature
‘DDA is already executing the ~ Park near DND Flyway, Hindon
restoration and rejuvenation Sarovarand Wazirabad Barrage
work of Yamuna floodplains to Old Railway Bridge ghat
along 22 kilometres of theurban  project.
stretch, from Wazirabad Barrage DDA has nearly completed
to Okhla Barrage, on both east-  work on Asita East, Asita West
ern and western banks. The and Mayur Nature Park, and also
same has been divided into 10  recently developed Vasudev
projects, each having anareaof . Ghat near Qudsia Ghat. It has
1503.28 hectares. These include - been developed along the lines of
Asita East, Kalindi Biodiversity - the ghats of Varanasi, along with

-— e

PR

um Depot

evening “aarti”.

Officials said the consultant
for the project will conduct a fea-
sibility study, carry out transac-
tion support and undertake con-
cession management, after 2
developer is selected. The broad
scope of work will initially
include a prefeasibility study to
ascertain the financial and tech-
nical viability of the project The
tender mentions that since the
site is situated on the Yamuna
floodplains, all NGT guidelines
must be followed during the
process.

“AlINGT guidelines and latest
Master Plan for Delhi (MPD)
must be taken into account
while preparation of bid docu-
ments for selection of developer.
Consulting shall encompass a
range of strategic initiatives,
innovative solutions and collab-
orative efforts aimed at achiev-
ing these objectives,” the tender
said.

The Millennium near Sarai
Kale Khan was ordered shut by
the court as it was built along the
Yamuna floodplains, against
norms. According to the Master
Plan 2021, the entire stretch
along the Yamuna is part of the
O zone, where no concrete or

ent structures can come
up. While the depot’s operations
were shut, the building still
exists and is in disrepair.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
LIBRARY '
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS-—— pELHITH

THURSDAY, JULY 4, 2024
MES, THE TIMES OF INDIA .- DATED

Hope Floats: Dwarka Drain Nears Completion

May Help Resolve Waterlogging Issues At IG

Vibha Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develos-
ment Authority announced
that a significant portion of
the 2.4km drain connecting
Terminal 1 of Indira Gandhi
International Airport with
Sector 8 in Dwarka and the
surrounding areas has been
completed. With this section
discharging rainwater into
Trunk Drain No.2,DDA is op-
timistic that there will be no
waterlogging at the airport
duringthe rains thisyear
According to a DDA offici-
al, the drain flowed at its maxi-
mum capacity during the re-
cording-breaking rainfall last
Friday and the situation nor-
malised within two hours.
“There wasno waterloggingat
Bagdola village, CRPF campus
and areas close to the drain,”
the official claimed. “While
workonPhaselisfinished, the
remaining work is expected to
be completed by Sept-end.”
The newly constructed
airportdrainstartsfromapo-
int designated A near therail-
way tracks running close to
IGIA. It initially carries the
discharge up to point B,
which is the junction point,

* near Kamlesh Dwar of the

CRPF campus. "FrompointB,
the drain splits its discharge
into two stretches, C and D,
which are outfall points con-
nected with Trunk Drain No.
2 in Dwarka and located, re-
spectively, near the marble
market and Bagdola village.
The trunk drain empties into
the Najafgarh drain," the
official explained.

"The size of the major sec-
tions in Phase I of the newly
constructed drain is 20 metres
wide and 2m deep compared
with the old drain which was
2mxim. In PhaseIl, the size of
the drain will be 12mx2m," the
official revealed.

The previous two drains
at IGIA were unable to meet
the requirements. The huge-
ly enhanced size of the new
drain is considered to be suf-
ficient to prevent water accu-
mulation on the airport's
northernside.

The airport drain revival
project was initially concei-
ved in 2019 after IGIA suffered
serious waterlogging during
rains. The goal was to mana-
gethedischarge from the air-
port. However, there were se-
veral impediments that cau-
sed the project to progress on-
ly in intermittent ei}qrts. ]

; ;i)BA. forest 6fﬁci5|s skipped summons’

' New Delhi: Delhiurbanminister Saurabh Bharadwaj on Wednes-
day said that none of the DDA and forest department officials who
were called to appear beforea fact-finding committee in a case rela-

. ted to “illegal” felling of 1,100 trees in Southern Ridge complied

| with the notices. The fact-finding committee, comprising mini-

| sters Saurabh Bharadwaj, Atishi and Imran Hussain, had served
| notices on 10 DDA and forest department officials on Tuesday, as-

| king them to appear before the panel on Wednesday at Delhi Secre-

| tariat. Bharadwaj said the committee would now file an affidavit
before the Supreme Court. “We will urge the SC to get the matter in-

| vestigated by forming a special investigating team,” headded, yny !

- To upgrade the drainage
system in two phases, IGIA
approached DDA and a study
was conducted on the pro-
blem on the airport’s nort-
hern side. PWD had already
built a drain on the South si-
de. An official said, "After
completion of the survey and
other ground exercises, we
requested permission from
the forest department for tree
translocation and afforesta-
tion inNov 2020."

Construction had begun
in Aug 2020, but there were
breaks caused by the delayed
permission from the forest
department to fell trees along
the project site. On the lieute-
nant ggovernor’'s direction,

DDA approached Delhi High

Court seeking a directive to
Delhi govt’s department of
environment for granting
permission to fell the trees.
The permissions were finally
granted on Augl, 2022.

Once the permission was
received, the construction fi-
nally speeded up. The site was
last inspected by lieutenant
governor VK Saxena in Feb,
according to d DDA official. In
addition, DDA has created five
waterbodies in Dwarka to sto-
reexcessrainwater.

SEPT-END TARGET

> Airport drain is being constructed to cater
to the discharge coming from the airport

> 2.4km drain starts from point A near
railway track

> Carries discharge till point B (junction point),
located near Kamlesh Dwar of CRPF, Sector 8

Status

| under phase-1

| > Completed A-B

i will help mitigate

| waterlogging at IGI
| Airport
2[5 _»_«;;f

RO

At point B
Drain divides into two parts | B-C and B-D

> € and D are the two outfall points of airport
drain merging into Trunk Drain-2

> O?m .
i é? Q &
a - 4% /

>Workona
portion of B-C under
progress in phase-2
> Stretch A-B-D
already completed

> Airport drain
has a discharge
capacity of

80 cumec

> In 2019, major
waterlogging
was witnessed
at Terminal 1,
IGI Airport, after |
heavy rain and the &
drains at the time
were insufficient
to discharge that
amount of water
> DDA has also
created five
waterbodies in
Dwarka to store

‘wﬁwhu on at one of the drains "~ -

| canaccommodate 12.2 crore
[ litres of water

excess rainwater during monsoon
» These waterbodies of depth 4 metres

P - —— R
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