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A PICNIC spot with deer frohdk 
ing about, a carvas for a photo 
shoot. a place where fireflies 
would gather in the dead of the 
night the Deer Park in Delhi's 
Hauz Khas has meant different 
things to different people over its 
55 yearsin existence. But now. it 
is the end of a aty institution as 
we knoW it. 

Delhi's showpiece Deer Park to be shut down, its deer to be shifted 

The Central Zoo Authority 
(ZALin arecent order, canceled 
ANJha Deer Park's recognition 
as a mini zoo' - effectively or 
dering its dosure� The Indian 

"Delhi's Deer Park 
an importanturban green spae 
and therefore, it should be pre 
served,the DDA had said at the 
meeting in January that the site 
is notfiedas protected forest and 
will be preserved and main 
tained as forest. 

The order noted that proto 
col prescribed by the CZA and 
guidelines of the International 

for Conservation of 

Nature (IUCN) on 're-introduc 
tion and other conservation 
translocations are to be fol 
lowed. 

The ZA's order also said that 
the recognition of the Deer Park 
was valid up to August 2021,and 
an application for renewal of 
recognition was received in 
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�press has learnt. And the nearty 
600 deer ithouses wl be shifted 
to forest areas in Rajasthan and 
Delhi to augment their prey 
base. The Delh1 Development 
Authonty (DDA) under whose 
jurisdicionit falls. will maintain 
the park as a protected forest. 

Behind this twin move is the 
"overrowding" at the park-its 
deer population has grown 
unchecked over the years be 
cause of the absence ofa natural 
predator. The park, which 
houses deer, rabbits and ducks, 
is an oasis of green amid the in 
reasingty rowded neighbour 
hoods abutting it. 

The inital proposal in 2022 
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September 2021 from the DDA 
To ensure compliance with 
norms, the ZA had deputed an 
officer to evaluate the zoo in Apr 
2022, and this evaluation wasar 
ried out in September 2 r2002, In the 

meantime, the CZAreceived cor 
respondence fromn the Chief 
Widiue Warden ofRajzsthan, ad 
dressed to the Principal 
Commissioner (Personnel, 
Horticulture and Landscape) of 
the DDA, on the "acquisition of 

The evaiuation report and 
the proposal for transfer of the 
animals was then onsidered by 
the ZA'S Technical Committee 
in September last year. 

was to transfer all its deer to for 
est areas in Rajasthan. 
Authorities decided at a CZA 
meeting in January that some of 
the deer would be moved to 
Delhi's Asola Bhatti Wildlife 

Sanctuary, as reported by The 
Indian Express 

-DATED 

At this meeting held under 
the chairmanship of the CZA 
Member Secretary to discuss the 
proposal of transferring the deer 
and cancelling recognition of the 
park, Chief Wildlife Warden of 

Delhi Suneesh Buxy had said 
that the "number of leopards in 
the Asola Bhatti Wildlife 
Sanctuary, Delhi, has risen," and 
"there is a need to supplerment 

The park is home to around 600 deer. These animals will be 
moved to forest areas in Rajasthan and Delhi. File 

fae, frrtt: fga�GRTetaru 

the prey base," according to the 
ZA'S order. 

"Accordingly. requested that 
the spotted deer (Axis axis) from 
the zoo may be translocated in 
the sanctuary." the order 
recorded as a comment from 
Buxy. 

The CZA Mernber Secretary 
had then said that the spotted 
deer population, which was 
identified to have been 565 in 
the DDA's communications to 
the CZA in 2022, may have in 
creased to around 600, and "the 
same shall be transferred in ra 
tio (70:30) to the Rajasthan 
Forest Department & Forest 
Departmernt of NCT of Delhi re-

spectively." 
On why the closure of the 

deer park was necessitated. a 
senior DDA official said thata 
few deer were brOught to the 
park in the 1960s and the in 
crease in numbers since then has 
meant that the DDA's officers 

were not trained to handle the 
large numbers 

Asked wthen the animals are 

ikely to be moved out of the 
park, the official said that would 
be up to the forest department 
officials in Rajasthan and Delhi. 

A senior official of the Forest 

Department in Deihi said that it 
is now the breeding season for 
the animals and the deer can 

only be moved after the breed 
ing season is over. possibly in 
winter or after the winter.They 
need space for movement, along 
with grass and plants for forag 
ing This makes the Asola Bhatti 
Wildlife Sanctuary a good habi 
tat for the deer." the official said. 

A senior official of the 
Rajasthan forest department 
said the deer will be moved to 

the including reserves 

Mukundra and Ramgarh 
Vishdhari tiger reserves, for 
"prey-base augmentation". 

Responding to an observa 
tion from the CZA's Technical 
Committee that the zoo site i 

CONTINUED ON PAGE 4 

550chital fomthe deer park, ac 
cording to the order. 

s in March. 
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Snehil Sinha 

Society to take call 
on DDA's package 
snehil.sinha@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Residents of the 
crumbling Signature View 
Apartment (SVA) in north 
Delhi's Mukherjee Nagar, 
which is supposed to be evacu 
ated and dismantled soon, 
received the formal rehabilita 
tion offer letter from the Delhi 

Development Authority (DDA) 
on Monday. 

The residents will now hold 
a meeting on July 2 to take a 
call on the terms of agreement 
before they take a decision to 
move out. 

The development authority 
has offered two options to resi 
dents buy back and recon 
struction. The terms of both 
options have been agreed upon 
by the residents' welfare orga 
nisation (RWA), according to DDA officials. 

Residents are now hoping 
that they get a month's time 
before vacating the society to give them enough tÉme to look 

for accommodation so that 
they can start moving out. 

Most residents agree with 
the terms offered by DDA� 
whether for reconstruction or 
for buy back. We just have t¡ 
discuss which option residents 
would prefer. We will take a 
final call in our general body 
meeting on July 2. We just want 
that around a month's time be 
given to residents to hunt for 
rented accommodation and 
move out," said Amrendra Jha, 
president of SVA RWA. 

Construction of the Signa 
ture View apartment began in 
2007 and the first flats were 
allotted in 2011. According to 
residents, the first incidents of 
falling grit wash plaster and 
cracks in walls started appear 
ing as early as 2013. They have 
also witnessed parts of the ceil 

in at least 26 ing collapsing flats in five blocks, peeling of 
plasters, CC of roofs of flats, 
cracks in beams, walls, roof, 
balconies, drawing rooms, 
kitchen and washrooms. 

The åpartment is located on 

the main road barely 1.5km 

from GTB Nagar Metro station 
and less than 4km away from 
the North Campus of Delhi Uni-
versity. 
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In January, lieutenant gover 
nor VK Saxena directed DDA to 
yacate and dismantle" the 2. 
towers of Signature Vlew after 

an IIT-Delhi report deemed it 

SPOTLIGHTSIG IIRE VEIW TOWERS 

2.33 bectar 

Kinhusten Cns 

Life, in a crumbling apartment complex 

DDA HAS OFFERED 
TWO OPTIONS TO 

RESIDENTS OF 
SIGNATURE VIEW� 
BUY BACK AND 
RECONSTRUCTION. 
THE TERMS OF 
BOTH OPTIONS 
HAVE BEEN AGREED 
UPON BY THE RWA 

unfit for habitation. 

JUNE 15, 2023: HT spoke to Signature View residents, who get 
by each day with valuables packed for an emergency evacuation 

In its offer letter to the resi 
dents, DDA said that under the 
buy back option, DDA will 
refund the cost of capital to flat 
owners, excluding mainte 
nance charges. It will also pay a 
simple interest of 10.6% per 
annum on the cost of capital 
from the date of each payment 
till June l4 this year, which is 
when the proposal was approved by DDA. Officials said 
that payment will be made 
after submitting proof of pay 
ment and a no dues certificate 
for property tax, and electricity, 
water and PNG bills. 

For those who opt for recon 
struction, DDA' will pay 
monthly rental of 50,000 to 
HIG (high-income group) resi 
dents and 38,000 to MIG 
(middle-income group) resi 
dents for a period of three years 
or till the date of offer of allot 
ment, whichever is earlier, 
from the day the residents 
hand over their vacant flats. 

TVin drawing 

The new offer also states 
that the carpet area of the 

Were walcinsllng fell 

newly.constructed flats will not 
be reduced. However, addi 
tional floors will be added to 
various towers for constructing 
144 more flats. DDA will also 
construct a separate block with 
18 EWS flats that it will allot as 
per its policy. 

DDA has also offered to 
extend the balcony size by two 
metres on paymnent of addi 
tional charges. Additionally, for 
those who have one or no park 
ing, DDA will also be making 
more parking lots, which will 
be allotted through an e-auc 
tion process. 

"The letter has been sent to 

residents reganed in the 
the two 

proposals 
authority meeting. In all cases, 
a tripartite agreement with the 
conditions and the option 
selected by the residents will be 
signed by the DDA, flat owner 
and RW�," said a DDA official, 
asking not to be named. 

Officials added that the draft 
tripartite agreement and the 
related documents are being 
finalised and will be sent to res 
idents s0on. 

"In the meanwhile, RWA is 
requested to quickly reach a 
consensus about the option to 
be exercised by each allottee 
owner. This proposal will be 
executed only after the written 
consent by each of the 336 
allottees to exercise one of the 
two options of buy back 
reconstruction," said the DDA 
letter. It added that every flat 
owner will also have to submit 
an undertaking and an indem 
nity bond that their flat is free 
from all encumbrances. 

--DATED 
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