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Cancel allotment of 107
nursery schools flouting
land norms: DoE to DDA

‘Schools didn’t admit EWS kids, not recognised or traceable’

ABHINAYA HARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JANUARY 20

THE DIRECTORATE of Education
(DoE)recently wrote to the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
tocancel the allotment of land to
a total of 101 societies that are
Tunning nursery schools with-
out ensuring admissions for stu-
dents in the EWS (Economically
Weaker Section) category, or
where schools were found to be
unrecognised, or not traceable.

The DoE has asked the DDA
to allot these sites to the DoE in-
stead to run government
schools. A DDA spokesperson
did not respond to questions.

In 2017, the DDA provided a
list of 176 sites to the DoE that
were allotted for setting up
nursery schools on the condi-
tion that 25% of the students ad-
mitted would be from the EWS
category.

In eight of these cases, the
land allotment has already been

cancelled or withdrawn by the
DDA, according to an affidavit
submitted by the DoE to
the Delhi High Court earlier
this week.

In 2013, a case was filed be-
fore the High Court alleging that
nursery schools allotted land by
the DDA are not complying with
the conditions for land allot-
ment. The HC had asked the DoE
in 2014 to ensure on ayearly ba-
sis that all schools, including
nursery schools, which have
been allotted land on the condi-
tion of admitting 25% students
frorn the EWS category, are com-
plying with the norm.

The court order had said
then thatif schools are found not
complying, the DoE will inform
the DDA, which would immedi-
ately initiate the process of can-
celling the lease of land.

Apetition filedin2019in the
matter had sought initiation of
contempt proceedings for not
complying with thisorder of the
High Court.

In October last year, the HC
directed the Delhi government
to comply with the 2014 order,
failingwhich contempt proceed-
ings would be initiated.

The HC had then listed the
matter for January 23 this year.

According to the DoE affi-
davit in the case submitted this
week, it conducted inspections
in 2018 and 2019, It wrote to the
DDA in 2019 and in December
2023 asking the land agency to
cancel the allotment of land to
52 societies, and allot the site to
the DoE instead for running gov-
emment schools.

In these 52 cases, the soci-
eties were found to be running
unrecognised schools in viola-
tion of land allotment condi-
tions. Another 91 sites were in-
spected in December 2023, and
of these, 39were found not com-
plying with EWS criteria for ad-

missions, while six were un-

traceable,
Inspection of the remaining
sites is under way.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS---—---—-

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

JANUARY 21, 2024

Times News NeTwork

Sheesh Mahal to_fégain it

New Delhi: After Mehrauli Archaeologi-
«oalPark, itis nowtimeforthe Mughalera
Sheesh Mahal in north Delhi’s Shalimar
{Bagh to be restored toits past glory,
mltﬂmhenan_t gnmor VK Saxena visi-
e historical en on Saturday and
directed the Delhi Development Authori-
ty (DDA) to'work out a road map for rede-
velopment, restoration and rejuvenation
of the "neglwted" historical complex in
close coordination with the Archaeologi-
rcal Survey of India(ASD).
. _Saxena said the Sheesh Mahal should
Ibe developed as a new destination for Del-
tes and visitors to the national capital
'withinsixmonths, ™
| - Thehistorical ShalimarBagh, commis-
|sioned by Mughal ruler Shahjahan’s wife

e

‘the site of the coronation of Aurangzeb in

1658. The site, said officials, was also used

as a summer lodge during British times.

The monument and the remains of the

water channel leading to the fountain

area were the only visible remnants of
that era on thesite.

“The LG expressed anguish that this

i architectural be-

auty of themedi-

eval era was ly-

SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

-DATED

s past glory

ing in a state of neglect due to the apathy
of various government agencies. He di-
rected officials to coordinate with each
other for the restoration as has been done
in the last one year for many such monu-
ments in the capital,” said an official.

The Mehrauli Archaeological Park,
which was rejuvenated by ASI and DDA
recently, witnesses a footfall of more than
1,500 visitors every day, added theofficial.

The Sheesh Mahal — Shalimar Bagh
Complex, apart from having restored gre-
ens, gardens, repaired monuments, water

channels and walkways, will also have a
restaurant and other public utilities, once
the exercise is completed. Officials said
the LG had given specific instructions for
rejuvenation of the waterbody.

During his two-hour inspection, Saxe
na asked DDA and ASI to immediately
start cleaning thearea and explore the re-
mains of the water channel leading to the
fountain area and restore them:-He said
that other structiires around the momeE®
ment would also be restored.
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LG asks DDA, ASI to
repair 2 Mughal sites

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Delhi lieutenant
r (LG) VK Saxena visited
the Shalimar Bagh and Sheesh
Mahal on Saturday and took
 note of the damaged condition of
the Mughal-era monuments in
north Delhi. He directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and Archaeological Sur-
vey of India (ASI) to start repair
work immediately and finish the
project within six months, offi-
. cials aware of the matter said.
“After taking stock of the

ground situation, Saxena
directed DDA to chalk outaroad
map for the redevelopment, res-
toration and rejuvenation of the
historic complex in coordina-
tion with ASI,” said an official
from the LG's office.

The Sheesh Mahal is a palace
that was constructed by Mughal
emperor Shah Jahan and the
garden, Shalimar Bagh, was
commissioned by his wife,
Akbarbadi Begum. “The Sheesh
Mahal and Shalimar Bagh will
also come up as a popular desti-
nation for Delhi residents and
tourists,” the official said.
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New  Delhi:  Delhi R
Development Authority
(DDA) hasdisbursed over
Rs 460 crore to more than
2300 bidders, aligning
with L-G VK Saxena's di-

rective to credit Earnest
Money Deposits (EMDs)
within 15 days. The L-G
had earlier requested the
DDA to release the EMDs
by adhering to a 15-day
timeframe and to ensure
bidders don't have to
combat bureaucratic has-
sles to get their refund.
According to officials, al-
most all bidders have re-
ceived their EMDs and
the remaining 50 will re-
ceive themn soon. ENS
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DPCC fines DDA,
MCD U lakh each

HT Correspondent

an unpaved road in the neigh-
bourhood led to high dust pollu-
tion. It was also alleged that con-
struction and demolition (C&D)
waste was dumped openly.
DPCC in its latest report submit-
ted to NGT on January 11 said
that showcause notices have
been issued to both DDA and
MCD in this regard.

« DPCC has issued show
cause notice on January 5,2024,
for imposition of Environmental
Damage Compensation of 2
lakh to the Superintendent Engi-

‘. DDA release
| NEW DELHL: The D;‘ahsi Ir):lfa':g;
crore of earnest money

1 -
its (EMDs) to 2,300 bid-
g:?:swhéﬁ cipated in the

recent housing schemeé under

e

NEW DELHI
MONDAY

JANUARY 22, 2024

neer, DDA for past violations

under MCD, while the other sec-
tion falls under DDA. The open
land where waste was being
dumped, also falls under DDA.

In its submission, DDA said it
had cleared the debris and
removed waste from the open
land, subsequently building RCC
walls around it. This, it said, was
done to also prevent sewage
from flowing into the open
where a pond exists too.

HT reached out to DDA and

MCD but neither responded to

queries regarding the fines.

e ——
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has performed
man; private and corporate
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Doors of more shelter homes shut for homeless people .

Ridhima.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Space is shrin-
King for the homeless as Del-
hi Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board (DUSIB) has re-
moved more shelters, forcing
homeless peopleto live on ro-
ads inthe biting winter,
DUSIB has now closed five
shelter homes near Dandi
Park, adjoining Sant Parma-
nand Hospital Nigambodh
Ghatnear Kashmere Gate.

_ Opposing the move, espe-
cially during the chilling win-
ter, human rights activists ha-
Ve Written to chief minister
Arvind Kejrewal, urging him
tolook intothe matter,

On Sarun}aw. at11.30 AM,

residents of the shelter ho-
me were asked to vacate the
place and the DUSIB locked
the premises.

Last month, as part of the
winter action plan, DUSIB
had put upadditional pagoda
temporary shelters at Dandi
Park site. Now they have be-
en removed, DUSIB CEQ Ma-
nish Gupta refused to com-
mentontheissue,

Earlier speaking to TOI,
DUSIB officials said on the
condition of anonymity that
the six shelter homes that co-
uld accommodate over 300 pe-
opleare on DDA land. An offi-
cialsaid: "Themainreasonwe
have to remove the shelter ho-
mes is because DDA is asking
DUSIBto vacate theland.”

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

The shelter homes are close to the Yamuna
floodplain and are at a risk of (attacks from) pests
like scorpions, rats and other insects. Further, ;
-in'lllglbods,ﬁuelsdsolhponﬂ:ltydﬂlue-
shelter homes getting inundated

r

Citing other reasons men-
tioned in the writ petition to
raze the shelter homes, DU-
SIB said: “The shelter homes
areclosetothe Yamunaflood-
plain and are at a risk of (at-
tacks from) pests like scor-
pions, rats and other insects.
Further, during floods, there
isalsothepossibility of these
shelter homes getting inun-
dated,” theofficial said.

At the start of 2023, DU-
SIB'snineshelter homes were
demolished. Following this,
Supreme Court in March or-
dered a hold-back on additio-
nal demolition of shelters for
the urban homeless without
its approval. In October 2023,
DUSIB submitted a writ peti-
tion to the court, asking for
the removal of six shelter ho-
mes that are around Dandi”

Park, near the Pushtaarea.
Questioning the inten-
tions of DUSIB, human right

activist Sunil Aledia from

Centre For Holistic Develop-
ment said that forcing people
tobeon theroad inthisbiting
cold was inhuman. “The go-
vernment should have made
more arrangements to make
these shelter homes availab-
le to the homeless. On the
contrary, officials are plan-
ningtorazetheexistingshel-
ter homes. Most of the people
staying at these shelter ho-
mes work as daily-wage labo-
rers in nearby places and
now are on the road. DUSIB
has to be accountable,” the
activist said on Sunday He
said hehas written tothe CM.

Over ¥460-crore
earnest money
released by DDA °

New Delhi: Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA)
has already released mo-
re than Rs 460 crore depo-
sited as earnest money
deposit (EMD) by 2300
bidders while applying
for the authority's flats in
ongoing housing sche-
mes, said Raj Niwas.
Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena had directed
DDA to ensurethat EMDs
are released to the appli-
cants within 15 days and
asked for striet complian-
ceof theproceduresensu-
ring thatnoapplicant has
toapproach the authority
for hisbookingamountor
is harassed by red tape,
' sald an LG houseofficial,
“EMDs of all but 50
bidders have been credi-
ted to their bank acco-
unts, and the remaining,
held up due to various
procedural fssues with
soon,’t the official safd,

The EMDfor MIGisRs
10lakh, Rs15lakh for HIG,
Rs 20 lakh for super HIG
and Rs 25 lakh for pentho-
uses.
Under thesupervision
of Saxena, who is also
DDA chairman, the aut-
horityhasbeenabletosell
more than 8,000 flats out
of its pending inventory
during the past one year
due to consumer-friendly
tweaking of rules and an
aggressive
strategy said Raj Niwas.

The Phase II of the e-
auction being underta-
ken for the ongoing hou-
sing scheme includes se-
ven penthouses, 32 super
HIGs and 476 HIG flats on
offer in sector 19B of *
Dwarka and 192 MIG flats
insector14 Dwarka,

Apart from this, the
first-cum-first-servesche- «
me for varjous other flats
spread across thecity was
also aperational, vy

L

' MCD & DDA penalised
for dumping C&D waste

New Delhi: Delhi Pollution Control
submitted an action-taken report to
nal (NGT) qn the pollution caused
tion and demolition waste nearres
sant Kunj. In the report, DPCC sta
causenoticetoDelhi Developm:
nicipal Corporation of D

Times News Network

compensation of Rs1lakh was imposed,

The tribunal had constituted a
DPCCanddistrictmagistrate (Sou
to verify the factual position abo
ment and dumping of con
land adjacentto Sector E-2, Vasant Kunj.
gthearea in Dec2022, the committee issu-
er Air' (Prevention and Control of Pollu-
tion) Act, 1981 and Environmental (Protection) Act, 1988
cﬂonandDemolltlonWasteRules.mlsto
the issue remained unresolved, NGT in

Nov 2023 ordered the DPCC to issue show cause notices and
, -impose penalty on the DDA and MCD.
uedshow causenoticeon Jan 5,2024 forim-
ironmental Damage Compensation of Rs
1,00,000 to the superintendent engineer, DDA for past viola-
tions and damage to the environment ” stated DPCC report
dated Jan 11, uploaded on NGT website on Saf X

Asimilarshow causefor
to MCD deputy commissio:
port,adding both agencies
theconcernedauthority,

Afterinspectin
ed directions und

alongwith Constru
DDA and MCD. As

. "DPCChasiss
position of Env

approached NGT

Committee (DPCC) has
National Green Tribu-
by dumping of construe.
idential complexes in Va-
ted to have issued a show
ent Authority (DDA)and Mu-
elhi (MCD) and an environmental

joint committee of DDA,
th West Delhi)in Sept 2022
ut heavy vehicular move-
struction material on the vacant

damagesof Rsonelakhwassent
ner (Najafgarh Zone), said the re-
were yettosubmit theirrepliesto

In 2022, residents of Sector RE02 and E-, Vasant Kunj

regarding pollution caused by continuous
heavy vehicular movement due to presence of godowns, big
cargo stores, warehouses in Rangpuri Pahari area causing
serious health hazard to residents.
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Restore Sheesh Mahal,
Delhi LG directs

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

elhi Lieutenant Governor

(LG) Vinai Kumar Saxena
on Saturday directed the Delhi
Develoiment Authority (DDA)
to work out a road map for
restoration and rejuvenation of
Sheesh Mazhal in Shalimar Bagh
in north Delhi.
He issued these orders after vis-
iting the historical gardens,
commissioned by the wife of
Mughal Emperor Shah Jahan,
Akbarbadi Begum,and that
houses the Sheesh Mahal con-
structed by the emperor him-
self, officials said.
After taking stock of the situ-
ation on ground, Saxena direct-
ed the DDA to work out a road
map for the redevelopment,
restoration and rejuvenation of
the hitherto lying neglected,
historic complex, in coordina-
tion with the Archeological
Survey of India (ASI).
The LG also visited the historic
Sheesh Mahal in the park,
which was the site of corona-
tion of Emperor Aurangzeb in
1658, and also took stock of the
gardens, spread over 150 acre.
He instructed the DDA to

immediately start works on
the restoration of gardens and
complete the entire process of
redevelopment/rejuvenation
within the next six months.

Saxena expressed anguish that
this architectural beauty of the

medieval era was lying in a state
of neglect due to apathy of the
stakeholder departments/agen-
cies and directed their officials
to coordinate with each other
for the restoration as has been
done in last one year for many
such monuments in the
National Capital.

The most notable of these has
been the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park, which
has emerged as a new destina-
tion in the city, witnessing a
footfall of more than 1500 vis-

DDA

itors on a daily basis,
The Sheesh Mahal — Shalimar
Bagh Complex, apart from

having restored greens, gar-
dens, repaired monuments,
water channels and walkways,

will also have a restaurant and |

other public utilities, once the
exercise is completed. Saxena ‘
gave specific instructions for
rejuvenation of the water body
in the complex.
Saxena was told by local resi-
dents including people from
neighbouring urbanized wvil
lage, who were present there in
large number, that huge tracts
of the park had been
encroached upon and had
become a den for criminal
activities.
During his two hours inspec-
tion, Saxena asked the DDA
and ASI to immediately start
cleaning work of area and
explore the remains of water
channel leading to the fountain
area and restore them. He said
other structures around the
monument would also be
restored. The park has various
facilities including opensgym,
nursery and compost%%,'
lying in a state of disrepalr.

: bl

SUNDAY, 21 JANUARY, 2024 | NEW DELHI

L-G visits Shalimar Bagh,
asks DDA to team up with
ASI for its redevelopment

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor V K Saxena on
Saturday visited the Mughal-
era Shalimar Bagh and directed
the DDA to chalk out a road
map for the redevelopment
and restoration of the historic
complex in coordination with
the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI), an official state-
ment said.

After taking stock of the

,situation on ground, Saxena

directed the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) to draw

4upa road map for l-
ARazd rep i i

venation of the “hitherto lying
neglected” historic complex, in
coordination with the ASI, the
statement said.

The L-G also visited the his-

| toric Sheesh Mahal in the park,
| which was the site of corona-

tion of Emperor Aurangzeb in

. 1658, and also took stock of

| the gardens, spread over 150
| acre, it said.

He instructed the DDA to
immediately start works on
the restoration of gardens and
complete the entire process of
redevelopment/rejuvenation
within the next six months, it
stated.

Saxena expressed anguish
that this architectural beauty of
the medieval era waslyingin a
state of neglect due to apathy of

the stakeholder departments/

agenciesand directed their offi-
clals to coordinate with each
other for the restoration as has
been done in the last one year
for many such monuments in
the national capital, it said.
The most notable of these
has been the Mehrauli Archae-

A
ological Park, which has
emerged as a new destination
in the city, witnessing a footfall
of more than 1,500 visitors on a
daily basis, it stated.

The Sheesh Mahal Shali-
mar Bagh complex, apart from
having restored greens, gar-
dens, repaired monuments,
water channels and walkways,
will also have a restaurant and
other public utilities, once the
exercise is completed. Saxena
gave specific instructions for
rejuvenation of the water body
in the complex.” the statement
said.

Local residents, includ-
ing people from neighbour-
ing urbanised village, told the
LG that huge tracts of the park
had been encroached uponand
had become a den for criminal
activities, it said.

During his two-hour
inspection, Saxena asked the
DDA and ASI to immediately
start cleaning work of the area
and the remains of
water leading to the
fountain area and restore them,
He said that other structures
around the monument would
also be restored, the statement
said.
ties, including open gym, nurs-
eryand compost plant, lying in
a state of disrepair.
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DDA released Rs 460 crore to 2,300 bidders in ——
recent, ongoing housing scheme in record time

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Authority has
rel more than Rs 460
cttsm m&ﬁ 2,300 bidders in
its recen ongoing housin;
scheme in record time, accordg
ing to an official statement on
Sunday.

Lt Governor VK Saxena
had instructed the Delhi Devel-
mmt Authority (DDA) to

t Earnest Money Depos-
its (EMDs) in the bank

not face harassment and red
tape, it stated.

“In a record of sorts, that is
indicative of the changing work
culture at the DDA, the agency
has already released more than
Rs 460 crore deposited with it
as EMD by about 2,300 bid-
ders in its recent and ongoing
housing scheme. In doing so,
the DDA has bettered many
private and corporate builders
and real estate companies,” the
statement said.

“Saxena had directed the

within 15 days and asked for

strict compliance to procedures

that ensured that no applicant

has to approach the DDA for

hi.sEMDorls harassed by red
tape,’ it said.

EMDs of all but 50 bidders
have been credited to their
bank accounts. The remaining
is held up due to various pro-
cedural issues with the banks
and will be credited soon, the
statement said.

Under the guidance and
direct supervision of Sax-

been able to sell more than
8,000 flats from its pending
inventory during the past year,
it stated.

Phase-II of the e-auc-
tion being undertaken for
the ongoing housing scheme
has seven penthouses, 32
Super HIG and 476 HIG flats
in Sector 19B of Dwarka and
192 MIG flats in Dwarka's
Sector 14.

Apart from this, the first-
cum-first-serve scheme for var-
ious other flats spread across
the city is also operational, the

ena, who is also the DDA

DDA to ensure that EMDs
chairman, the authority has

accounts of applicants within
are released to the apphcanls

15 days to ensure that they do

i - : o

statement added.
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