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anel approves 2 roads

through Southern

sl L
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NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court-
appointed C&!ga] Em
ttee (i has approved a
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) proposal to construct two
| roads — with a total length of
around 2.7km — in parts of the
Southern Ridge between Chhat-
tarpur and Maidangarhi to facili-
tate a series of housing projects
for central security agencies,
among other projects, according
to a report submitted by the

, committee to the top court.

' _ The roads that will connect
Chhattarpur’s Gaushala Road to
the South Asian University
(SAU) road (LO7km) and the uni-
versity to the Central Armed
Police Forces Institute of Medi-
cal Sciences (CAPFIMS) in Mai-
dangarhi (1.65 km), will pass
through 8.7 hectares of forest
and non-forest land and involve
felling or transplantation of 1,051
trees. HT has seen a copy of the

report.

To be sure, DDA will need a
clearance under the Forest Con-
servation Act, 1980, if the area is
a potified forfgust. despite CEC
approval. To fell trees on non-
forest land, permission will have
1o be soughtunder the Delhi Pro-
tection of Trees Act 1994. HT
reached out to DDA but no
response was available.

The move has invited strong
criticism from environmental
activists who have pointed out
that far more stringency is
needed when granting permis-
sion to construct something in
the Ridge.

CEC has approved the project
citing it iis in the “public inter-
est”, keeping in mind future
developments planned by DDA
in the area. The project was

by Delhi’s Ridge Man-
agement Board (RMB) on
24, 2023, mh Ie%ozlg-
mended the pro to 5
takes the final nca&llmcnn-
struction in forest la

“The entire alignment of the
road Is over an area of 8.7 hec-
ares and DDA will be utilising
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3.6 hectares of the southern
ridge and 0.968 hectares of mor-
phological ridge land. This will
involve felling of 1,051 trees,
standing within the proposed
alignment of construction,” CEC
said in its report dated Decem-
ber 6, submitted to the court.

Morphological ridge is an
area that has Ridge-like features
(such as rocky terrains and hills),
but is not notified or protected
forest land.

The report said that 296 out of
the 1,051 trees were part of non-
forestland, adding that the area
is part of an eco-sensitive zone of
Asola Bhatti Wildlife Sanctuary.

CEC, in its recommendation,
saida on for plantation
within the ROW has been
included in the proposal and the
run-off water from paved surfa-
ces will flow into swales. Around
500 trees are to be planted in the
cross-section of these bio-swales.

CEC said DDA is planning to
carry out Integrated Transit Cor-
ridor Development, for which
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approach roads totalling an
approximate length of 10.5 km
have been planned in the area,
which would also be connected
to nearby Satbari and Sahurpur.
“Several large-scale projects
are being executed in this area
including the SAU, housing for
CBI, a unified complex of NIC, a
CISF housing complex, a campus
of TIFT, Delhi Police housing and
residential buildings for NIA and
CAPFIMS. Several plots have
been allotted recently by DDA...
However, there is no proper
access to these projects which
are under execution, Though the
construction of the approach
roads involves a length of about
10.525 kms... approval is being
sought for construction of Gaus-
hala Road, Chhattarpur Road to
SAU, and SAU to CAPFIMS
road,” said the report. 3
“The construction of this 2.7
km long road is in the public
Interest and an access road isa
basic necessity for important
institutions,” it added. The esti-
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ESTIMATED COSTS
Gaushala Road (1.07km)
129.86r0e
CAPFIMS Road wﬂ;."
3362

mated cost of the Gaushala road
(1.07km) is ¥29.86 crore and the
CAPFIMS Road (1.65 km) is
%33.62 crore, It added that the
Gaushala Road will have a right
of way (ROW) of 30 metres and
the road from SAU to CAPFIMS
of 24 metres.

“Over the last few years, we
have already seen how difficult it
is to remove encroachments
from the ridge. Now we are
allowing more projects in the
Ridge sending out the wrong
message, This is depleting its
green cover,” said Sonya Ghosh,
an environmental activist,

Bhavreen Kandhari, another
environmental activist said the
fragmentation of the Ridge was
clearly a violation of the right to
clean air. “The Ridge contributes
to groundwater recharge, tem-
perature regulation, and serves
as a sound barrier, Construction
Inside a forest clearly impacts
the health and well being of the
citizens and their future in this
city.” she said.
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HC SLAMS FOREST
DEPT QVER LAXITY
IN MARKING RIDGE
LAND AS FOREST

Shruti Kakkar
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELH: The Delhi high court
on Friday pulled up the forest
department for notifying a5
reserved forest only 96.16 hec-
tares of forest land in the Ridge
that is free of encroachment.

The court observed that the
government was trying 0
“dodge the real issue and pass
the buck” by submitting that the
notification regarding 3.526.98
hectares was awaiting lieutenant
governor VK Saxena’s a

Taking a grim view of the
department’s compliance affida-
viton the concrete steps taken t0
remove encroachments and
reclaim the forest land, the court
said that the document gave an
impression that the city govern-
ment was not keen to protect the
Ridge land as it was silent on the
action taken byit.

“You are the custodian of the
forest. We don't want a city
devoid of forest and where our
next generation does not know
what forest is. Why is it that
there is no correct specific
answer... This is red tapism... 'm
getting the impression that
you're only trying to dodge the
real issue. Is there a problem in
noticing the forest,” justice Jas-
meet Singh said to advocate Sat-
yakam who appeared for the
Delhi government.

He added, "Do you want this
forest to be encroached... Why
are you dragging your feet... You
see how much land you have
removed from encroachment...
L1 hectares... Four weeks is too
long. No Mr Satyakam, it's not
acceptable, Where is the chief
secretary? Everyone is beseech-
ing you with folded hands to pro-
tect our ridge.”

Issuing notice to the Delhi
Development Authority and
housing ministry's Land and
Development office to help the
fﬂf't‘slﬁp‘da:mnent hand over the
Ridge land, justice Singh said the

department must take every step
within its power and jurisdiction
to protect it. The court was cop-
sidering a plea regarding multi-
ple issues like the creation of
aulltemalitve forest land in De

e well-being of the Rj
the existing vacancies mdtgfé%::
est department,
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HC raps dept for not notifying
enough Ridge land as forest

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Everyone is “be-
seeching you with folded
hands” to protect the Ridge,
DelhiHigh Court told thecity's
forest department on Friday.
Last month, the court had
directed the Delhi chief secre-
tary to declare the un-encroa-
ched Ridge area in the capital
as “reserved forest” within
two weeks or face contempt
action for non-compliance.

amici curiae appointed by the
HC in the matter, said it was
imperative tonotify the Ridge
land as “reserved forest” to
protect it from non-forest acti-
vities, but in spite of judicial
orders, the authorities have
just been “dragging their fe-
et” for more than two years.
Justice Singh said he wo-
1ld have to initiate contempt
pmceedingsagajnsttheoﬂ'ici-
al concerned in the face of
non-compliance with court

that theauthorities were “try-
ingtododge thereal issue"”.

Delhigovernment counsel
requested the court to grant
him two weeks to file a better
affidavit and ensure that a
“gubstantial area” of the Rid-
ge is notified as “reserved fo-
rest” inthe meantime.

The court also made the
Delhi Development Authority
and the Land and Develop-
ment Office parties to the

The high court's lament
came after it rapped the de-
partment for notifying only
96 hectares out of over 7,000
hectares of Ridgeland as “re-
served forest".

“Do what you owe to the ci-
tizensof Delhi...wedon'twant
asituation where our children
don’t know what a forest in
Delhi looks like...what else do
youwantustodo?" itsaid.

After going through there-  left the im-
ply filed by the forest depart-  pression
ment, Justice Jasmeet Singh——
said, “The court gets the im-
pressionthat therespondentis
not keen on protecting the Rid-
ge land...Orders passed by the
Supreme Court and the Natio-
nal Green Tribunal are requi-
ring the respondents to per-
form their statutory duties

and protect 2
the same is not happening.

Phe court said the affidavit

orders.
"w'h}' are
you saying
'will be do-
ne'? I am
extremely
unhappy
with the
wording,"
the judge
said, ad-
ding that it
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LG asks DDA o T Sra—
organise fest of deee e el

1 H ool fereprg sférenenT (31817

kite flying in Jan 39 g 2 ot Wl o

Tives News Nerwork ﬁmﬂﬁmgl e
New Delhi: The age old & ﬁm&.m
sport of flying kitegemay R Wﬁmm
make its presence in a dif- 6 & g T
ferent avatar in Delhi this . 1800110332 TR Pici BF
time with special events T & | e o et -
proposed to be organised | S 5 oA A gE A
inseveral partsof thecity.

LG VK Saxena has as- o

ked Delhi Development
Authority to identify loca-
tions where kiteflying
events could be organised
during the festival of Ma-
kar Sankranti in January.

Kite flying in Delhi is
largely witnessed on Au-
gust 15, the Independence |
Day, when enthusiasts
perch themselves on their
terraces and in open spa-"
ces. The entire skyline in -
residential areas is taken
over with colourful kites
of different sizes. More
densely populated theresi-
dential pocket is, more ki-
tesareseen inthesky.

"Vast open areas such
asthosealong Yamunawill
beshortlisted by DDA whe-
re the festival will be orga-
DDA has been told to look
for spaces in other partsof
the city," said an official.

The previous govern-
mentshaveorganisedki-
te festivals in areas such
as Red Fort, India Gate
and Palika Bazar.

Since kite string of-
ten causes accidents if it
touches electricity wires
and installations, DDA
has been told to mark
areas where power lines
donoteriss-cross.
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Forest dept sends notice to
Army HQfor tree offence’

Times News Network

New Delhi: The forest and
wildlife department has sent
anoticetothequarter master

| general of the army headqu-

arters regarding an offence
of tree cutting allegedly by
the force while clearing an
area of 8.78 hectares on the

| Central Ridge.

The forest department sa-
id the army’s action violated
the Delhi Preservation of

Tree Act, 1994, Forest Conser- -

vation Act, 1980, and Indian
Forest Act, 1927.

The notice, dated Decem-
ber 13, said that after a perio-
dic analysis of Google Earth
images, it was found that
“thatanareaof approximate-
ly 8.78 Ha has been cleared”,
which was in violation of the
“Forest Conservation Act,
1980”. A copy of the notice is
with the TOIL

The notice asked the quar-
ter master general to file a re-
port on why a complaint sho-
uld not befiled inanappropri-
ate manner against him or
her for the offence. The notice
added thaton May 24,1994, the
Central Ridge wasdeclaredas
areserve forest under Section
4of Indian Forest Act, 1927.

In another notice, issued
to the quarter master general
and two forest guards of the
Central Ridge, the deputy
conservator of forests (west
division), Abhinav Kumar,
asked them to be present at
his office on December 20.
“On inquiry, it is found that
the trees have been damaged
orcut in violation of the Del-
hi Preservation of Tree Act,
1994, and the Indian Forest
Act,1927,” the noticesaid.

Anarmy spokesperson sa-
id: “The Army is ascertal-
ning the details of the viola-
tion highlighted in the area
on the Central Ridge by the

" department of forest and

wildlife, Necessary action ac-
cording to the existing policy
will be taken by thearmy."
The spokesperson added:
“Thearmy follows an institu-

MAPPING VIOLATIONS: A Google Earth image of Central Ridge
on December 6, 2021, (top) and April 16, 2023

ARMY SPOKESPERSON

The Army Is
ascertaining the
detalls of the violation
highlighted In the area
on the Central Ridge
by the department of

/

tionalised - mechanism of
"Watch and Ward" of all land
parcels and safeguarding of
trees, For trees falling in a
construction zone of new
projects undertaken by the
army, NOC Is obtained from
the forest department and
transplantation as well as
compensatory afforestation
is carried out strictly as per
the Tree Transplantation Po-

licy, 2020. For construction
projects of the army current-
ly in progress, the required
approvals have been taken."”

Delhi High Court was in-
formed in Novemberthatasa-
tellite image, dated February
11, 2022, showed dense forest
on the Central Ridge, while
the same portion in subsequ-
ent photographs, dated April
16, 2022, showed a bald patch
that is clear of the trees. The
high court had then sought a
report from the forest depart-
ment in the matter.

Spread over 864 hectares,
the Central Ridge is managed
by various agencles, inclu-
ding the forest department,
Delhi Development Authori-
ty army Central Public
Works Department, New Del-

'hiMunicipal Counciland Mu-

nicipal Corporation of Delhi.
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Adding to flowery reception: Delhi to plant

3 lakh tulip

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: New Delhi Municipal Coun-
cil (NDMC)and Delhi Development Aut-
hority (DDA) from this week will start
plantirig3lakh tulip bulbs at selected lo-
cationsand gardens across the city.

For the first time, the city would
see tulips blooming in such a large
number not just in Lutyens' Delhi but
other parts of central, west and north
Delhi. While NDMC will plant 2 lakh
bulbs in itsarea compared to1.231akh
bulbs in 2022 and 65,000 bulbs impor-
ted in 2021 from the Netherlands, DDA
will plant 1 lakh bulbs in its parks.
Each of these bulbscost Rs26.

These bulbs and other flowering
plants will sprout in places such as
Central Park, NDMC headquarters,
Akbar Road, Windsor Place roundabo-
ut, Shanti Path, Talkatora Garden, As-
hoka Road, India Gate, Race Course Ro-
ad, Mandi House, Parliament rounda-
bout and the vicinity of the Vice-Presi-
dent's bungalow (Akbar Road and
Maulana Azad Road), and 11 Murti.

“The bulbs have arrived in Mumbai
airport and will be transported to Delhi
anytime. While sites have been identifi-
ed and preparations made where the
bulbs will be planted, we are expecting
tostart planting from December2225. It
will take another 15-20days for the bulbs
to break dormancy and sprout. The tu-
lips should start blooming from the se-
cond or third week of January,” NDMC
vice-chairman Satish Upadhyay said.

This year, tulip bulbs will grow in-
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to flowers of six colours — white, yel- grown insemi-shadedareasanddon’t
low, red, pink and two inshadesof yel- require excess sunshine in compari-
low-red and white-red. “Tulips are son to other seasonal flowering

plants,” the official said.

The authorities have started pre-
parations on the ground and planted
seeds of other seasonal flowering
plants at various roundabouts which
will bloom on the arrival of spring.

“We will also cover Nehru Park,
Talkatora Garden, Sanjay Jheel, Cen-
tral Park with flowering plants. Instead
of planting them in two to three rows,
this time will be planted on multiplero-
adsand in different shapes (depending
on the space) to give a wider look. This
will be in addition to lilies in shades of
yellow and white and other exotic
plants such as petunia, pansy, salvia,
saneriva, phlox,” the official said.

DDA officials said that at least
20,000-25,000 bulbs will be planted at
Baanseraalone, in addition to Swarn
Jayanti, Asita parks in Dwarka and
onepark in each DDA's division.

“We are procuring bulbs through
the NDMC. Earlier, we were planting
10,000-15,000 bulbs but this will be the
first time we will grow these in such
large numbers. People can takea look
at them, especially at Baansera, whe-
re marigold flowers have already
grown in huge numbers near the pla-
teaun. A caféwillstarthereinJanuary-
end, making the visit more enjoyable
for families,” said the official.

DDA officials informed that a kite
festival willbe held at Baansera in the
second week of January and attempts
will be made that tulip starts by then
sothatvisitorscancherishthebeauty
of thisplace in peak winter.

bulbs, and not in Luens’ alone
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BJP urges Kejriwal.to speak in _H'ou_se on

LI
1SS
STAFF REPORTER !_NEW DEL:H_I :
The BJP and the AAP

war of words on Friday after"

Government indulged ina.

Bidhuri gave a notice for a call- -
iarlalg-aﬁemion motion on the

eged death of 203 homeless
people in  Delhi during -the
ing winter season.

on

the saffron party alleged that ._"V\Feo demand.-that Chief
203 homeless people have died - Minister Arvind Kejriwal pro-
in the city this'winter so far and = vide. answers on the issue in
demanded that Chief Minister  the House,"” Bidhuri said.
Arvind Kejriwal speak on the ~ Speaker Ram Niwas Goel
issue in the House. * rejected the calling-attention
The issue resonated insidethe motion given by Bidhuri and
Delhi Assembly and even out- said he ‘would look into the
side it. The BJP cited areport - Delhi Police report and then'
from Delhi Police, which said - take a decision. He dire;

during the past month, 203
homeless gco%l: have died on
-the streéts of the national tap-
ﬁal. L b e -

Hitting back, “Delhi Urban
Development .
Saurabh Bharadwaj said the
hotos (of the deceased) are’

m November when winter
was yet to begin here. -

i
1

t ed in accidents or
| were murdered,” Bharadwaj.
| said after the House roceed-
ings were adjourned for the
day: After the Delhi Assembly
resumed post-lunch; a short-
duration discussion under
Rule 55 commenced during
.which it was alleged that the
 BJP was gbstructing the regu-
*larisation of the sanitation
workers of the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD).
Leader of Opposition in the
Assembly Ramyir Singh
;. - - M e

minister’

~ "Also,' these photos clearly,
show marks of serious injuries,
which proves that they were -,
either Eul 3

that the BJP MLAs be mar-
shalled put after they refused
to back down in their demand.

* “Bidhuri also alleged that 12 °

‘notices were ‘given BJP
'MLAs on issues faced by the
.'people of Delhi but not ene
was accepted for discussion.
 Later in a statement, Bidhuri
said the police report fovers
#he data )
.December 13. “"The Delhi
.government is unwilling to .
iscuss any issue concerning-
the public; and it is nét hold-.
ing itself accountable for the

* deaths of 203 dgmp{le_in Delhi,"
u

* he said.  Bidhuri demanded
that the Delhi chief minister be
summoned to the assembly to
give a statement on this mat-
ter vt . -
Addressin ﬁ.tpress confer-
ence, Delhi BJP president
Virendra Sachdeva, said dueto
the "calloug” attitide and .
“neglect” of the Delhi govern-

~ment and its DUSIB. depart- .

_Responding to the allegations,

m November 1310 -,

would happen to.them in the:
harsh. winter,” he told
y rep_ngr’(grs. i 2

ue of death of 203 homeless people

ment, Hundreds of homeless
people die every year in Delhi
g;z.ie tocold. = r .
"Efery year, despite repeated
-rebukeyifll'om th]: COl.ll?l and -
reports in the néwspapers,
the Delhi government is not
Froviding adequate funds for
ood to the night shelters
here," Sachdeva said. '
Sachdeva said‘the Delhi gov-
erq_mentE.\Wi nter Action Plan
rejuu_ ires the authorities to pro- |
vide the homeless with a safe -
place so that they do not ge
gick in the'cold. Howevel, due
to the negligence of the'
“Kejriwal government, it is*
already December 15 and 90
er cent -of the permanent
d temporary-night shelters:

here are in bad condition.

Bharadwdj accused the BJP of |
misleading the country by = °
speaking lies, by %
Whoever lives in Delhl;" &
kniows thatour sweaters have -
come out just a ‘week ago. 1
_have been saying for the past
year that the BJP, through
organizations like DDA,
Railways, and ASI, renders
thousands homeless in Delhi. © -
Recently the Central govern-"- .
‘ment’s Archaeological Survey
of ' India © (ASI) ~—near
Tughlagabad Fort digplaced
thousands of poor people
without considering what
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