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NGT seeks
'esponse of
DPCC, DDA over

pollution of SW
Uelhi pond

—

NEW DELHI: The National
Green Tribunal has sought the
response of the Delhi Pollu-
tion Control Committee, the
South Delhi district magistrate,
Delhi Development Authority
and the Delhi Wetland Author-
ity on a petition regarding the
alleged encroachment and pol-
lution of a pond in southwest
Delhi. The green body also
denounced the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority’s (DDA)
conduct for not taking action
despite violation of environ-
mental laws.

According to the petition,
besides illegal constructions
on the pond adjacent to Kis-
hangarh Village (near Vasant
Kunj), the water body is also
being polluted by solid and lig-
uid waste.

Despite violations of envi-
ronmental norms, the DDA,
which is statutorily responsible
for the pond’s maintenance, has
failed to take any action, it said.

A bench of National Green
Tribunal Chairperson Justice
Prakash Shrivastava and Expert
Member A Senthil Vel noted
that the tribunal in February
had sought a factual report

" from a joint committee com-
prising the Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC),
South Delhi district magistrate,
DDA and the Delhi Wetland
Authority.

After the DDA filed a “cryp-
tic report” in September, the
tribunal directed the district
magistrate to file a fresh report,
it said.

In an order passed on
December 8, the tribunal noted
the district magistrate’s sub-
missions, according to which
the demarcation of the pond
land was being carried out and
it would be completed within
a month.

It further noted the DDAS
submission that suitable action
would be taken against the peo-

e ple responsible for the alleged

encroachment after the com-
pletion of the demarcation
work and that the authority
would also take appropriate
measures to prevent the dis-
charge of untreated sewage and
removal of solid waste. PTI




