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Submerged Basements Give
Sinking Feeling At Games Village

IN: Heavy Duty Pumps, Staff Work Overtime To Keep Water _Out
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Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Having passed
muster as home for elite ath-
letes from the British com-
monwealth countries in 2010
after catching the global eye
for its controversial rush to
completion, the Commonwe-
alth Games Village built on
the Yamuna floodplain is to-
day virtually floating on wa-
ter: Over30 heavy duty pumps
have been operating 24x7 for
the past month to bail out the
water from its lower levels.
According to residents of
the complex comprising 1,100
apartments, the waterproofing
has worn out over the years.
“Water is continuously being
pumped out. One worker hasto
keep draining the generator ro-
om so the water level doesn't re-
ach the electricity wires,” said
Amitabh Mathur, a resident.
“Several lift shafts have to be
emptied of water every day
Now the seepage has reached
even the apartments. The most
dangerous thing is that the wa-
ter is not leaking in from above,

but from the land on which the

complex is built.”

The apartments may be
owned,amongothers, by DDA,
Central Public Works Depart-
ment, external affairs mini-
stry and public-sector under-
takings, but nothing has been
done to stop the soaking. The
residents claim that the inun-
dation seemed to have been
triggered by DDA’ construc-
tinga lake on the eastern bank
of Yamuna and later, a cycling
track and road in the river wa-
ter catchment area.

A bemused Mathur asked,
“Why invest crores of rupees
to build on the floodplain,
knowing there will be exces-
sive water there? Did theaut-
horities conduct studies on
what would happen if a wa-
terbody were developed on
the floodplain?”

That

The maintenance staff said
the power bill this month has
shot up due to the continuous
operation of the pumps, witho-
ut which wateraccumulates in-
exorably “The waterlevel rises
at an alarming rate of 8 inches
every day," said one worker.

The complex does not have
a residents’ welfare associa-
tion, butaccording tothe nodal
officer, Amarnath, a retired
judge, resolving the problem

- will need professional experti-

seandexpensiverepairandre-
novation work, which is “be-

yond the scope of my powers”.

“Currently, we are doing
whatever we can as stop-gap
measures. However, proper re-
solution will cost around Rs15
crore. To sanction this kind of
money is beyond the scope of
the nodal officer,” said Amar-
nath. “Toget thingsdonelegal-
ly, we need to have a residents’
association, which will elect a
governing body, which inturn
can sanction large-scale repa-
ir work.” The nodal officer ad-
ded that

related to this, has ordered the
constitution of anadministra-
tive body to oversee renova-
tion work of thisnature,
According to A K Gosain,
professor emeritus at Indian
Institute of Technology, Delhi,
the Commonwealth Games
Village was built in the path of
the Yamuna, so destined to its

which has been hearingacase He and

ran had resisted the pro;
o build the athletes’ app;.srat!
mentsattheriverine spot.

Explaining why the comp- '
lex was getting flooded, Gosa-
in said, “A division or an em-
bankment was created betwe-
entheriverand the complex at
the time of construction. Byt
No matter how deep you dig
you canA‘;dmach the river ba.

nd so long as

of the river is higher ﬂ“f:ff{‘h'eé
M Of ﬂ.ie basemmts' th.e lﬂ-
are bound tobeinundm..
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City’s oldest church, now
opens Sunday

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

I NEW DELHI
SATURDAY
AUGUST 05, 202

restored, re

Sadia Akhtar

sadia.akhtar@htlive.com

NEW DELHI: Restoration work at
St. James's Church, one of the
oldest churches in the Capital,
has been completed, and the
monument will be opened to
the general public after a cele-
bratory event on Sunday
(August 6), officials aware of the
matter said on Friday,

The early 19th-century
church located at Kashmere
Gate demonstrates classic colo-
nial architecture. The over 180-
year-old church, which wasina
dilapidated condition with
cracks and a weakened founda-
tion, has been restored to its
past glory. It now wears a dis-
tinct hue of pink, its original

, colour, instead of yellow, offi-

cials part of the conservation

. worksaid.

The church is not protected
by the Archaeological Survey of
India (ASI) or the state depart-
ment of archaeology.

“The conservation process is
complete. We are celebrating

" the completion of the conserva-
tion works on August 6. The LG

of Delhi is coming as the chief

1

e — 5 ). | =

guest and will unveil the plaque.
It took us eight years for the ini-
tial thought to come into reali-
sation,” said Kamal Baluja,
chairperson of the church con-
servation committee,

The event will begin with a -

rededication service in the
morning by the Bishop of Delhi,

Work on the church's conser-
vation plan was initiated in
August 2015 by church authori-
ties, and the financial grant
came through in 2019. In 2021,
an MoU was signed with the

Delhi Development Authority

sty
el | :

Theearly Imh-uénmrychurchislocated atKashmere Gate. i1 proro

{' ¥ Jr..' J

~

e, P T

(DDA), and work was finally ini-
tiated in October 2021, After
delays due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and ban on construction
to control pollution, the conser-
vation process picked up once
again in July 2022, It was car-
ried out by the Indian National
Trust for Art and Cultural Heri-
tage (Intach) as the project con-
sultant.

According to Baluja, the col-
our of the outer walls of the
church, at some point, had been
changed to yellow,

“The autl\mrities wished that

W

- it be restored it to its original

colour, which was also seen in
records, archival images, and
paintings of the church they dug
out,” he said.

“The church gets general visi-
tors and even foreigners. They
will all be allowed to visit after
its opening on August 6," sai
Baluja,

Since the conservation exer-
cise picked up pace last year,
service was taking place at the
Parish Hall,

AScottish mercenary fighter,
James Skinner, started building
the church in 1821, It was conse-
crated 15 years later, and the
first service was held in 1836 by
Bishop Daniel Wilson,

Historian and author Swa pna
Liddle in her book, Chandni
Chowk: The Mughal city of Delhi,
described Skinner as an inter-
esting figure,

Liddle writes that Skinner
was the son of a Scottish mili-
tary adventurer and an Indian
woman,

Raised as a Muslim, it was
during the consecration of the
church in 1836 that he and his
three sons were confirmed in
the Christian faith,
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Keep Exlgency Plan Ready
To Tackle Waterlogging: LG

Discusses Preparedness For G20 Summlt With Top Officials

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: With the month of Septem-
ber known for heavy monsoon rains, LG
VK Saxena on Saturday directed the
Public Works Department and Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhitoputin placea
contingency plan to deal with cases of
waterlogging during the G20 summit.
The heads of the member countries and
hundreds of delegates will be in Delhi
for the summit on September 9and 10.

Several parts of central Delhi, inclu-
ding the area around Pragati Maidan,
the summit's venue, Ring Road, ITO and
Rajghat, were inundated because of the
floodinglast month.

While the agencies have installed clo-
sed circuit television cameras to constant-
ly monitor the vulnerablespots, the LG in-
structed that tractor-mounted heavy duty
pumps, suction machines, spray jets and
othermachineryshould be put onstandby
to address any emergency situation.

The LG was chairing a meeting to re-
view the last-minute preparedness for
the summit. Top officers of all stakehol-
der departments attended the meeting.

Officials from the LG secretariat said

“ pending works had gathered pace and tar-

F]!E nhmu

NOT A WELCOME SCENE

getsset by Saxena were beingmetsincethe
last meeting on July 31 when PWD was in-
structed to take up works inmission mode.

“While other works related to the
event had been going on as per schedule,
major outstanding works included non-
disposal of constructionand demolition
wasteand the condition of pavementson
the 61 roads associated with the forthco-
ming summit,” said an official.

“A visiblechange hasbeguntoshowdu-
ringthelast few days,” the official added.

The61important roads, which will be
taken by delegates to travel between the-
ir hotels and the summit venue, and are-
asin the vicinity of 23 hotels where they
will be staying have been spruced up by

different departments concerned.

The LG secretariat added that Saxe-
na has so far made 25 visits to different
stretches of roadsand locationsto perso-
nally oversee the progress of works and
laid special thrust on disposal of const-
ruction and demolition waste, removal
of encroachments, repair of footpaths,
landscaping and horticultural upgrada-
tion. “Theagencieshavebeendirected to
impose hefty penalties on the violators,”
said an official.

Officials added that DDA, NDMC,
MCD and Delhi Metro have been told to
ensure cleanliness and removal of pos-
tersand graffiti. Impressive wall art has
been put in place on flyovers, poles and
pillars under their jurisdiction.

“The district monitoring coordina-
tors have been instructed to strictly deal
with those who deface walls, poles, met-
ro pillars by way of putting up posters
and graffiti,” said an official.

Since some hotels were still being
renovated, specific instructions were is-
sued to deck up their surroundings on
amission mode.

The government has also deployed 30
mobile teams of Delhi Pollution Control
Committee to check violations.
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DDA to urge govt
to retain some deer
at Hauz Khas park

In June. l.be Central Zoo Authority decided to relocate the parl('s
600-0dd deer population to the Asola Bhati sanctuary.

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has
decided to write to the Union
environment ministry, seeking
permission to keep some of the
deer back at the AN Jha Deer
Park in Hauz Khas area of South
Dethi, officials aware of the mat-
ter said on Saturday.

In June, the 25.95-hectare
Deer Park was derecognised asa
mini zoo by the Central Zoo
Authority (CZA) that comes
under ministry of environment,
forest and climate change
(MoEFCC). It was further
decided that its 600-odd deer
population will be shifted to the
Asola Bhati sanctuary and the
park will be maintained as pro-
tected forest' by DDA.

However, after several
requests from residents and visi-
tors, DDA will now ask to retain
around a dozen deer, while the
others will be shifted out, the
officials said. “After the
announcement, we got several
queries and requests from resi-
dents, visitors and animal lovers
that the Deer Park should have
some deer. The decision was

. taken in the first place as it was

difficult for DDA to go on main-
taining it'as a mini zoo, espe-

' cially after the deer population

had grown to this extent. How-

| ever, we have received multiple

requests and we will ask the
ministry to let us retain about a
dozen deer. We will have to send
the rest, as decided earlier,” said
a senior DDA official, asking not
to be named.
Officials added that the prob-

lems due to overpopulation of
deer at the park included
inbreeding and insufficient clo-
sure area for the animals, which
could raise health concerns, offi-
cials added. This is why the area
could not be maintained as a
mini zoo and had to be declassi-
fied, they said,

For their relocation, the min-
istry has appointed a nodal offi-
cer to oversee the process which
is likely to happen only after the
monsoon season is over, officials
said.

“There are fixed guidelines
and manner in which the ani-
mals will be relocated. A quaran-
tine area will be set up within the
sanctuary and the deer will ini-
tially be kept there for some days
to see if they are adjusting well.
Their medical examination will
also be done before they are let
out in the wild," said the DDA
officer.

CZA had earlier said that the
relocation will not only address
overcrowding but would also
help improve the food web in the
Asola Bhati , where the
number of leopards is on a'rise.

“The chief wildlife warden,
NCT of Delhi, stated that as per
latest census, the number of
leopards (Panther pardus fusca)
in Asola-Bhatl Wildlife Sanctu-
ary, Delhi, has risen to 18 and
there is need to supplement the
prey base. Accordingly,
requested that the Spotted deer
(Axis axis) from zoo may be
translocated in the sanctuary,”
stated the letter from CZA issued
in June. The plan has been in
place since last year, when a cou-
ple of deer were also shifted on

trial by CZA.

o ———




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS.--- MONDAY, AUGUST 7, 2023

Fpal Bhailactaries

Back in full glory: St James’ Church, Delhi’s oldest, gets a new hue

= Shreya Ghosh & Ridhima Gupta | v

New Delhi: The St James'
Church, which is Delhis oldest,
wason Sunday thrown open to pe
ople after renovation

The chirch, near the bustl ing
Kashmere Gate and in close vici-
ity of several other monuments,
was built in 1836 and is one of the
CItY's many cultiural gems,

After & wait of eight vears, the
renovation of the 187-vear-old bu-
Udingtook off in 2022and was reo-
pened on Sunday by lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena

St James was once the official
churchof the British Viceroy of In-
dia in Delhi The building was built
for Colonel James Skinner. an East
India Company officer, and was al-
50 known as Skinner's Church.

After the latest round of resto-
ration. the church is now a hue of
pink. That was ite original colour,
not the yeliow that it was before
the restoration began.

The structure. with a Greek

cross and an 1alian R
dome design, hind sufferad water
seepage through the pillars, seen
ool damuge snd damage to the
original Ewropean stained-glass
windows depicting the crucifix.
ion, asvemsion of Christ and re-
surrectionof Christ.

The assessment of the damage
and conservation was done by the
Delhi chapter of the Indian Natio-
nial Trust for Artand Cultural He-
ritage (INTACH).

Privanka Soni, o conservation
architect with [TACH. told TO1:
“The Delhi Metro goes under the
church so we started the restoration
assesstnents from the structure. We
found several cracks, damping, mis-
sing masonry and other issues.”

The restoration began in July
2022 in four phases after seeing a
halt in 2021 because of the pande-
mic. "We started with water pro-
ofing the terrace and then the
whole building. The first stepwas
to dismantie the old layers and
plasters, then replastering was

N,
o

i
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el

after it rengvation

for Rs 271 crore In 2017-208,
church members contribu ted aro:
und R4 50 lakh that brought down
the total renovation cost. “1n 2021
an Moll wassigned wth the Delht
Development Authority (DDA).
and work was finally started in
October 2021, After delays due to
the pandemic and ban on const-
ruction to control pollution, the
conservation process picked up
onee again inJuly 2mz2," said Ka-
mal Balua, chairman of the
Church Consgervation Committes.

While inaugurating thechurch,
the LG said. "Monuments are like
living baings. They have a soul of
their own and therefore should be
protected and enriched”

The LG has been stressing that
the church and its vaity boi’ie-

Kotk :

done using old lime and mortar
and then we did a lime punning:
Using lime i8 more time-taking
but it ls more durable and absorbs
water,” Soni said.

For the outer restoration, red

Lbeutenant gavernar Vinay Kumar Saxena and bishop of Delhl Br Paul Swarup re-opened 5t James” Church at

sandstone was used, “The church

The copper ball and cross on

was painted v tier, butdu-
ring the dismantling we found
that red sandstone had been used
underneath. We have brough that
back,” Soni added.

pof thechurch, said tobe re-
plica of a church in Venice, were
damaged during the 1857 revolt,
and were replaced. The church
consists of analtar inthe eastern
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end and particoes on the other
threesides The western portico is
the mainentrance.

The total budget for restora-
tion was estimated at Rs 3.5 crore.
However, the work got completed

pr

“T'm toseeitreturntoits
ungfmlh::l!’:!.' Jennifer Datt. a
forty-nine-yearold teacher at
Martyr Dere School. said. “This
church is intimataly intertwined
with our lives,” she added.
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‘Humbled’: LG throws open
St James hurch to public

Sadia Akhtar
sadia.akhtar@htlive.com

August 2015 by church authori-
ties. They appealed to the LG for

| NEW DELHI: The historical St

James' Church was a centre of
celebration on Sunday after the
structure was formally opened
following year-long restoration
works, which helped save it from
crumbling while also retaining
its vintage character.

A ceremony held to commem-
orate the occasion also saw the
participation of Delhi lieutenant
governor VK Saxena, who

| unveiled a plaque and rededi-

cated the church to the people.
The restored church will now
become a prominent landmark
in the city for tourists, city resi-
dents and heritage enthusiasts,
the LG said. “Humbled to have
rededicated the historical St
James Church in the Capital.
This iconic and grand house of
faith, renovated and restored by
DDA with the help of INTACH in
record time, has stood witness to

* the 1st war of indepe ndence, as

The newly renovated St James Church.

indeed .our entire struggle
against colonialism,” he said.
The 187-year-old church
located in Kashmere Gate is the
oldest church in Delhi and dem-
onstrates classic colonial archi-
tecture. A Scottish mercenary,
James Skinner, started building
the church in 1821. Construction

|

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT PHOTO

was completed in 1836.
The church had several con-
servation and maintenance

issues, officials said, which *

needed to be urgently attended
to as there were serious cracks in
the structure.

Efforts to put in place conser-
vation plans were initiated in

funds in 2017 and the financial
grant came through in 2019. In
2021, an MoU was signed with
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA), and work was finally
initiated in October 2021. After
delays due to the Covid-19 pan-
demic and ban on construction *
to control pollution, the conser-
vation process picked up once
again in July 2022,

Conservation was carried out
by the Indian National Trust for
Art and Cultural Heritage
(Intach)'s Delhi chapter as the
project consultant,

Jennifer Datt, amember of the
church who attended the cere-
mony on Sunday, said the
church was in need of conserva-
tion and effort had yielded fruits.
“The church has been nicely
done. It's back to its original col-
our and all facades have been
spruced up too,” said Datt, who
has been associated with the !
church since 1996. ;
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LG chairs megtin

STAFF REPORTER @ NEW DELH

F

Dtihi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena on Saturday
conducted a comprehensive
review of the on omg civic
infrastrucfure wor
preparedness for the upcomin
'G-20 Summit in the capital.
The meeting was attended by
top officials including Chief
Secretary, Chairman of
NDMC, Vice-Chairman of
DDA, and Managing Director
of DMRC, among others.
During the meeting, it was
noted that the Public Works
Department (PWD) has.sig-
nificantly accelerated its works
after being instructed to oper-
ate'in a mission mode. < |
Additionally, other prepa-
 rations related to the event have
been on schedule. However,
some outstanding works; such
as the disposal of construction
and demolition (C&D) waste

and the

| AUGUST 6, 202%

g0

tion of pavements and foot-
paths on 61 roads linked to the
Summit, were highlighted for
attention.” *

The LG; who personally
inspected 25 different: road
stretches and locations, empha-
sized the urgent need to
address the disposal of C&D -
waste, removal of . encroach-
ments, and horticultural
enhancements. His hands-on
approach has already led to vis-
ible improvements since his
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. Authorities from DDA,
NDMC, MCD, and Metro have
alsa stepped up efforts to

- ensure cleanliness at their

respective stations and have
removed posters and graffiti

«from pillars and structures,

Eye-catching wall art has been
displayed by various agencies -
on flyovers, poles, and pillars,
enhancing the city’s visual
agfeaL To prepare for poten-
ti
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preparat ion e

been directed to implement a
contingency plan to deal with
waterlogging. Tt ie - deployment
of tractor-mount @ d heavy-duty
umps, suction 1m achines, an
spray jets will be ¢ instandby to

~ tackle any emerg¢ :ncies.

Regarding -#1-e issue. 0
encroachments and C&D
waste, authoritier ; have been
instructed to regu’ larly monitor
the stretches tha t have been |
cleared and preve ntany recur-
rence. Strict pen alties will be

‘imposed on violz itors to deter

future encroachn aents,

. Another gerr sistent. prob-
lem addressed in  the meeting
was the defacem ent of public.

* property, includin g walls, poles, |
.and metro pilla us, by com- |

mercial and pol itical entities |
using posters : and graffiti. |

District. Monitoring |
Coordinators  have been |
empewered to ' take decisive

actions with z¢ :ro . tolerance

heavy rainfall durin%l:he
event, PWD and MCD have

el ey e T

_ towarg such acts wities.

inspections began on July 11,
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renovated 1
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87-yr-old

St James’ Church at Kashmere Gate

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi Lieuten-
ant Governor V K Saxena Sun-
day said he was hopeful that
the restored St James' Church
will become a prominent land-
mark in the national Capital
and attract a large number of
tourists.

The L-G was speaking at
a programme to re-dedicate
the renovated and restored
187-year-old heritage St James’
Church at Kashmere Gate.

“Humbled to have reded-
icated the historic St James
Church in the Capital. This
Iconic & Grand house of faith,
renovated & restored by the

shvifzr & are sear ot aafda

DDA with the help of INTACH
in record time, has stood wit-
ness to the 1st war of indepen-
dence, as indeed our entire
struggle against colonialism,’
the L-G said in a tweet.

The renovation of the
church was taken up by the

Delhi Development Author-
ity in November 2022, the L-G
added.

“I am confident that the
restored Church will become
a prominent landmark in the
city and attract a large number
of tourists visiting the nearby
monuments like Red Fort, Jama
Masjid & the popular Chandni
Chowk,” Saxena said.

“These efforts reaffirm our
commitment to preserving Del-
hi’s heritage and its historical
and cultural icons,” he added.

Saxena commended DDA
officials and the curators for
restoring the heritage struc-
ture with “utmost diligence”
in record time while “keeping

the originality of the structure
intact”. Built in 1836, the St
James' Church is known to be
the official church of the Brit-
ish Viceroy of India in Delhi,
the L-G said.

Also known as Skinner’s
Church, this is part of the
Church of North India Dio-
cese of Delhi, and one of the
oldest churches in the national
Capital, he added.

Sharing details on other
revamp projects, the L-G said,
“Restoration of several heritage
structures like Gole Market,
Anang Tal Baoli, Nizamuddin
Basti, Mehrauli Archaeological
Park & Qila Rai Pithora is also
progressing swiftly”
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