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DDA to make case
for keeping 10-12 deer
at Hauz Khas park

Vibha.Sharma @timesgroup.com

New Delhi; Deer Park in Hauz
Khas may not entirely lose its
! identity. Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is planning
to approach Central Zoo Aut-
hority (CZA) for retaining
10-12 deer, considering peo-
ple’s sentiment, said sources.

A DDA official said CZA
had earlier revoked the “mini
zoo" status of AN Jha Deer
Park in south Delhi and man-
dated translocationof theani-
mals due to their rapidly in-
creasing numbers and inade-
quate staffing.

“While we pursued CZA for
shifting the deer earlier, they
asked for closure as the ani-
mals’ numbers were growing
rapidly and the space was limi-
ted. However, local people are
against the move, and keep ing
their sentiment in mind, we
wouldmove CZA againtoallow
usto keep10-12 deer: The excess
numbers will, however, be shif-
ted toother places as suggested
in the order issued by CZA on
June8,” said the official.

Started with six deer in the
1960s, the park under DDA now
has around 600 animals and
has, over the years, become a
pcpulardestinationforpicnics
and leisure activities. “Howe-

ver; rapid growth of animal po-
pulation, inbreeding, no mas-
ter plan, possibility of spread
of disease and lack of trained
maintenance manpower have
become major issues for us. It
was becoming difficult to ma-
intain the place with untrai-
ned staff,” claimed the official.

Started with six deer in
the 1960s, the park under
DDA now has around 600
animals and has, over the
years, become a popular
spot for leisure activities

Accordingto the June8or-
der, the animals are to berele-
ased in natural habitats of Ra-
jasthan and Delhi in the ratio
of 70:30.

On Friday, holding pla-
cards reading “help save the
deer””’, “increase their enclo-
sure space”, “be dear to deer”
and “don’t feed deer to leo-
pards”, a few locals stood out-
side the park to protest aga-
inst the cancellation of itsmi-
ni-zoo status. The protest was
organised by Fridays For Fu-
ture India and Delhi Trees
SoS todemand better manage-
ment solutions and preserva-
tion of the recreationalspot.
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~ Hindustan Times

AAP AGAIN RAISES
LAW-AND-ORDER,
SAYS MAKE POLICE
A LITTLE ACTIVE'

HEW DELHI: Chief minister Arv-
ind Kejriwal on Friday said that
law and order in the Capital has
become a serious issue, and
requested the lieutenant gover-
nor and Union home minister
“Amit Shah make the police
active”.

Kejriwal's statement came
after a former student of Delhi
University's Kamala Nehru Col-
lege was bludgeoned to death in
a park in south Delhi's Malviya
Nagar by a man. "Another
daughter was brutally murdered

LIBRARY

SATURDAY
JULY 29; 2023

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

i n~ewoeth PPING SERVICE

A busy park with guards,

| Snehil Sinha

in Delhi... it is very sad, Lawand |

order have become a serious
issue in Delhi. It is a request to
the LG and the Home Minister to
make the police a little active.
The safety of Delhi's daughters
and people is very important,”
Kejriwal tweeted in Hindi.
Meanwhile, Aam Aadmi Party
(AAP) MLA Somnath Bharti said
the murder has shaken the city.

“It is sad that the incident took |

place just 100-150 meters away
from Malviya Nagar police sta-
tion. Security guards posted in
the DDA park, 10 meters away
from the spot, were also present.

| The incident shows that the

morale of criminals is on the sev-
enth sky,” Bharti said in a press
conference.

HT reached out to the LG and
the Bharatiya Janata Party but
neither responded to queries
seeking comments.

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: In the busy Malviya
Nagar area of south Delhi, sur-
rounded by residential colonies,
commercial establishments,
shops, offices, and a college, the
46-acre Vijay Mandal Park,
Begumpur, is generally bustling
with a large crowd at lunch-
time.

Managed by the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA), the
park has 13 guards who work in
three shifts along with a super-
visor — all of whom are ex-ser-
vicemen. The large park has
three entry gates, each manned
by a guard, while a fourth guard
is usually patrolling inside. The
Malviya Nagar police station is
just about 100 metres from the
park. The park has three main
entrances from the sides of Sar-
vodaya Enclave, Begumpur Vil-
lage, and Aurobindo College,
and four smaller pedestrian
gates.

When the 22-year-old
woman, Nargis, was killed on
Friday afternoon, the park was
full of visitors, according to the
guards.

The one guard patrolling
inside was not near the incident
spot. The incident was first
reported by the DDA supervi-
sor. Harinder, who was sitting
in the room at the entry gate
when a middle-aged woman
alerted him about something
happening inside. “1 rushed
inside the park along with the
guard. When we reached the
bench that the woman had
pointed to, we saw the body
with a large wound on the head
and a lot of blood around it. Her
phone and purse were lying
next to the body on the bench

| along with the iron rod. I had

expected a minor fight and
thought someone was injured.
We rushed to the spot with the
intent to save her but were
shocked to see her in a pool of
blood. There was so much blood
that we were not sure if she was
even alive.” said Harinder. the
park supervisor.

He said there was a group of
20 college students celebrating
a birthday nearby. He asked
them if they saw anything but
they had not. The supervisor

| also said that he had not seen

anyone around the bedy or flee-

o = iy ATV
The park where Nargis was murde

Violence against

ab'day party, and murder

=i i.ll
._Malviya Nagar on Friday. -
< VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO -
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women

Delhi has seen a number of crimes directed towards

women by their partner

JANUARY 2
Man stabs 21-year-old woman in

broad daylight at Adarsh Nagar for
ending their relationship

JANUARY 10

Man kills his girlfriend at a hotel in
Bawana before dying by suicide

after she talks to another man

MAY 28

16-year-old girl stabbed over 16
times, then bludgeoned to death by
a 20-year-old man at Shahbad Dairy

for ending their relationship

ing from the spot.

“I called the local police who
reached within five minutes.
When I called the police, they
asked me to also call 112 for the
local PCR which | did,” said
Harinder.

“Between 12.08pm and
12.09pm, the police received two
calls, one from a security person-
nel and another from a passerby.
We reached the spot in five min-
utes as it was 100m away from
the station, where we found the
woman's body lying in a pool of
blood,” said a local policeman,
requesting anonymity.

According to residents, the
park is a busy community area,
frequented by residents of Shiv-
alik and Navjeevan Apartments,
MMTC Colony, and Adhchini,
along with students from Delhi
University's Aurobindo College.

“This is a large park but

JUNE3

26-year-old woman
strangled to death
by her lover at their
Narela home after
she refuses to marry
him

JULY 27

23-year-old man
kills 42-year-old
woman in Dabri
Extn, shoots self
after her husband
disapproves of their
relationship

unlike the nearby Panchsheel
Park, it is not secluded. The
police station is also nearby, so
there are hardly any security
concerns usually. People like to
visit often and it is usually
crowded with college students
and residents. This was a crime
of personal rage,” said Neeraj
Chopra, general secretary of
Sutr Residents’ Welfare Associ-
ation, Malviya Nagar.

Locals said that Friday's inci-
dent may not have an eyewit-
ness who saw the actual crime,
despite the park being crowded
at the time of the incident.

“I was at my tea stall outside
the park, serving customers. All
of a sudden, there was a com-
motion and | started asking peo-
ple about what happened. They
said a girl has gotten mur-
dered,” said Manish, a tea seller
outside the park.

e ———
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Expedite work on

restoration of Qila
Rai Pithora: L-G

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEWDELHI JULY 28

DELHI LIEUTENANT Governor VK
Saxena visited the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park and Sanjay
Van Saturday to take stock of
restoration work.

The work related to the
dertaken by the Delhi
Development Authority with co-
operation from the Archaeological
Survey of India, began following
his visit last year,

Restoration work related to
the Tomnb of Sultan Ghiyasuddin
Balban, Metcalfe's Lodge (Dil
Khusha - Mohammad Quli
Khan's Tomb), the Jamali-Kamali
Mosgue and Rajaon ki Baoliisun-
derway. An eco-friendly restau-
rant is expected to come upinthe
vicinity of the Metcalfe Lodge.

Saxena also visited Qila Rai
Pithora where he expressed grave
disappointment at its “decrepit
state due to neglect by the author-

During the visit by the L-G

ities”,
He instructed the DDA and ASI
to immediately take up work for
the restoration of the historical
monument and asked for clean-
ing operations to be started and
restoration designs to be submit-
ted to him within the coming
week.

During his visit to Sanjay Van,
the L-G also oversaw the ongoing
restoration of the 11th Century
Anang Tal Baoli, which had started
inJuly last year.
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LG orders restoration of  [1.G reviews revamp

Qila Rai Pithora in S Delhi

Times News Network

New Delhi: LG VK Saxena
on Saturday directed Delhi
Development Authority and
Archaeological Survey of In-
dia to put in place a restora-
tion plan for Prithiviraj
Chauhan's Qila Rai Pithora,
located near south Delhi’s
Malviva Nagar.

Officials from the LG se-
cretariat said Saxena visited
Qla Rai Pithora for the first
time and expressed “grave
disappointment™ at its “de-
crepit state”.

“He instructed the DDA
and the ASI to immediately
take up works for restoration
of this historical monument.
He also asked for cleaning
operations to be started and
restoration designs to be put
to him within a week,” said
an official, adding that both
DDA and ASI have been di-
rected to work in coordina-
tion on the project.

Saxena also visited Meh-
rauli Archaeological Parkand
Sanjay Van and took stock of
the restoration works being
undertaken by DDA and ASL
It was Saxena’s fourth visit to
the location. He had directed
the two agencies to carry out
renovation work during his

Ty ]

Archaeological Park and Sanjay
Van and took stock of the
restoration work on Saturday

first visit, after assuming
charge as LG last year.

DDA and ASI have taken
up restoration works of
Tomb of Sultan Ghiyasud-
din Balban, Metcalfe’s Lod-

ge(DilKhusha - Mohammad
Quli Khan's Tomb), Jamali-
Kamali Mosque and Rajaon
kiBaoli at Mehrauli Archae-
ological Park.

“While works onother pro-
jects at the locations were in
different stages of execution,
Rajaon ki Baoli, which wasfil-
led up to its arches with silt
and garbage till February this
year, has been restored into a
vibrant waterbody ina record
time,” said an official.

Similarly, the work to res-
tore Metcalfe Lodge - Dil
Khusha was also nearing
completion. “An eco-friendly
restaurant is likely to be ope-
rational in its vicinity by the
end of August. The place is
expected to be a unique and
majorattractionat thishisto-
rically iconic site,” LG secre-
tariat said ina statement.

During his visit to Sanjay

Van, Saxena oversaw the ong-
oing restoration of the 11th
century Anang Tal Baoli,
which was started in July last
year. “The LG also directed of-
ficials to speedily restore this
relatively unexplored herita-
ge site, which houses a pletho-
ra of flora and fauna and can
serveasaperfectshowcasefor
visitors to the national capi-
tal,” said an official.

work at Mehrauli
park, Sanjay Van

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Rajon ki Baoli, one
of the biggest stepwells in
Delhi, was restored after clean-
ing and other work officials
from the lieutenant governor's
(LG) office said on Saturday.
Delhi LG VK Saxena visited
the Mehrauli Archaeological
Park and Sanjay Van and took
stock of the ongoing restora-
tion work carried out at these
sites by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in collabora-
tion with the Archaeological

| Survey of India (ASI).

Work at these two locations
started after Saxena’s visit last
year.

“While work on the other
projects at the locations was in
different stages, Rajon ki Baoli.
which was filled up to its
arches with silt and garbage in
February this year, has been
restored into a vibrant water
body in record time,” said an
official from the LG office.

Restoration work started in
February at the tomb of Sultan
Ghiyasuddin Balban, Metcalfe's
Lodge ("Dilkusha” or Moham-

mad Quli Khan's tomb), Jamali-
Kamali Mosque, and Rajaon ki
Baoli.

"At Metcalfe Lodge, the work
is nearing completion and an
eco-friendly restaurant is
expected to be operational in
its vicinity by the end of
August. The place is expected
to become a unique attraction
at this historically iconic site,”
said the official.

Similar restoration work will
also be undertaken at other
sites like Prithviraj Chauhan's
Qila Rai Pithora within the
Mehrauli Archaeological Park
which was found in a neglected
state during the LG's visit on
Saturday.

Qila Rai Pithora was found
damaged in parts and drain
water was accumulated at one
portion.

During his visit to Sanjay
Van, the LG also oversaw the
ongoing restoration of the 11th
Century Anang Tal Baoli, which
started in July last year.

The Mehrauli Archaeologi-
cal Park in south Delhi, adja-
cent to Qutab Minar, is spread
across 200 acres and houses
over 100 monuments.
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[N 2019, Delhi set into motion its
ambetious plan that aimed to put
pedestrians first by tuming a 15+
km portien of Karol Bagh's fa-
mous Ajmal Khan Road into a ve-
hde-free zone. Two years later, a
1.3-km-long pedestnamsed
stretchat Chandni Chenvk opened
o the public.

Today, both stretches are a tes-
ament towhy turming Delhi into
a pedestrian-fnendhy oty s easier
said than done; In May, after
protests by traders over loss in
business due to lack of parking
space around their shops, the
pedestnianused stretch at Ajmal
Khan Road was dismantled. In
Chandn Chiowk, rickshaws have
taken over the paved walkway.

The Indian Express spoke to
stakeholders, experts and officals
and found that both projects failed
0 take off dve to a magor reason
— failure toimplernent a compre-
hensive parking management

System
In its Draft Policy for
Enhancing Walkabilityin Delh re-
beased four years agn, the DDA Lud
out 27 area-specific walk plans
which included Uream Nagar
crossing: INA market and metro
station; Hauz Khas; Nehru Place;
Bhukaji Cama Place; Karol Bagh,
Saket: Malviya Nagar: Kamla
Neagar, Lapat Magar: Laoaru Nagar,
and Adhchini anea, among others.
ITO yunction, Delhi Liniversity
campuses, [SBTs, Old .Delhi
Railway Station and New Delhi
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Making Delhi a pedestrian-friendly city easier said than done

Plans to turn Chandni Chowk and Ajmal Khan Road into vehicle-free zones have hit a roadblock. The Indian Express explores why

:

Kamla Nagar was also proposed to be pedestrianised; Chandni Chowk recently saw a makeover under a redevelopment project. Saman Husain

ACROSS &3
DELHI

Raibway Sanon were supposed to
be pedestmianised. To date. the
palcy remains on paper, with the
land-maning agency stll unable
to appoint a high-level commit-
e L0 v ts implementation.
Said A K Jain, former chief
town planner of DDA, "Flans to
Delhi have been laid
out since 2007, the authority's
responsibility 15 to ondy plan and
make policies, implementation
needs (o be done by respective
agencies. They areunable todoso
asthere1sno proper provision for
pedestrianisation in budgets.”
Experiment 1
Undertaken by the erstwiule

Total percentage of
walk-only trips

58%
Education
trips

S

MNorth  Delhi  Municipal
Corporation, the Ajrmal Khan Road
pedeskrianisation project was
pitched to traders with the prom-
ige of ample parking space.
Between July 2020 and Apnl
2021, however, moverment of ve-
hicles was allowed after retailers
complained of poor sabes and in-
adequate public transport
Alte mps were macde to revive the
project in 2021 Today, footpaths
and paved streets are broken in
many places, while the bepches
that used roofferaresting area for
shoppersare in poor shape.
MCD officials said the road is
still being considered a pedes-
trian-friendly area and they are

31%
Business
| trips

brainstorming ways to solve
traders' issues. However, they are

o, Sourr
ﬁa 50% | 77% s
Metrouser | Percentage of urban poor collacted
. trips whocommuteonfoot 4. png
happen till there is a parking lot  street faced a sirmilar issue whens

nearby.” said Naveen Mahajan,

up against stiff resistance from  joint secretary of the Ajmal Khan
traders and residents. Traders' Assodation
With construction of four According to an MCD official,
parkingbots proposed forthearea  tenderswere issued and construc-
yettobecompleted, shopkeepers  tion of one parking lot is under-
(mnplamedum:radmmu wiay. There has been no progress
rent parki v anc he other thres.
lure bouncers to deal with raffic Jain said, “Careful implemen-
congestion and asserted thaten-  tation of pedestrianisation needs
suring functionality of the pedes- 1o take place in a compassionate
trian pathwas.a financial liability. ~ and not bureaucratic manner. ..
“Sales were down as vehicles  Every area needs to be deale with
couldn't park outside stores..so  differenthy..”
we spoke to MCD deputy com- He gave anexample of lstiklal
missioner and submitted alet-  street, a stretch in Istanbul thar's
ter... People wantcomenienceof  regarded among Turkey's most fa-
pedestrianisation but that can't  mous avenues. “Traders on istilkdal

pedestriamsation was intro-
duced. .. they were facing busi-

InPhase 1, electnc cables were
, lanes for nor-
matonised transport and walk-
ways were constructed, The
stretch was declared a “no-traffic
Zane” for metonsed vehicles be-
rween Sam and 9 prm and onlky
400 non-motorised nckshaw
vendors were allowed fo aperate.
Howewer, the street 15 now
swamped with nckshaws. Shav
Mandan. 3 nckshaw drver, whao
hasa licence m ply on the stretch,
saud: “We pay Rs 250 a day for the
licence However other nokshaws
have taken over, which is also an
wssue for the ans”
Besides, nwo-wheelers con-
onue [ enter the zone — com-
mutersdrmve on the patfraay and
park theer vehucles there — foromng
pedestrans to the adevwalks.
‘Whencontacted. DOPTraffic |
RPMeera said. “Trafic police and
ransport authonmnes are sup-
posed (o ensure only nckshaws
wathvalid heences enter the zone,
but many nckshaw pullers have
made fake licences” He added,

ness losses so they were givenin-  “When bwo nokshaw pullesswith
terest-free loans. .. Now, their  the same number plare are
businesshasgrown three-fold af-  caught, then rraffic palice pe-
ter the street was fully pedestri-  palises the one phang dlegalhy™

anisad. inKarol Bagh “The peck=t project
00 asked for loans but it was not wasamur:-mandamdpmjen...
gnen mthem,” he said boom barmers have not been pur

Experiment 2

At Chandni Chenwk. the stretch
between Red Fort and Fatehpun
Masjid sawa makeover under the
fedevelopment project imple-
mented by Shahjahanabad
Resd Nt Corporation and

in place. benches are in pathetic
condinon, proper aignages have
nat been put. endoachments are
present, autos and cars enter and
vagabonds roam around and take
refuge in the pedestnian stretch,
on weekends. the market be-
comes jampacked. . | have ap-
proached court in this regard. ."

said Sanpay Bhargava, the presi-
dent of the Chandni Chowk
traders 4ss0clanon

According to Pradip Sarkar,
former head of the ransport de-
partment. “MLAs and others re-
sponsible for their areas take up
pedestrianisation projects but
they don'tunderstand what it is. .
Expert opinion is not taken mto
account while forming boards,
due towhich these projects faul”

Former MCD commissioner
KS Mehra also asserted that for
pedestman projects towork, cvic
Authontes need to charge reason-
able rates for parkang,

On the anvil

Kamla Magar, which has a
rustlang student populanonasing
oS prepamety to Delhe Uinneersany's
MorthCampus, was also proposed
to be pedestnanssed. Here too,
plans ran ingo a wall over lack of
sutable parking.

The market's lone muln-story
jparkang lof has lomg reached mnax-
HTILET CARaCTyY — ot can house 500
cars but most of the space 15 ocou-
peed by shopkeepers — while nar-
vy lanes add m the maffic chaos.

“Four roads in Kamla Nagar
come under MCD but nvo others
come under PWDL. work hasnt
started to pedestrianise Kamila
Magar yer. but efforts should be
masrmased once parking space s
finahsed. .. Encroachments wall be
rermoved,” an MO officeal sad.

In 2021, the cvic body med m
conduct a nal nn by remioving en-
croachments by hawkers and put-
ong benches but faced backlash
from students and maders
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Wait over, DDA to kick off 4 sports
facilities in Dwarka by year-end

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development Autho-
rity will make its four sports facilities in
Dwarka operational by the end of this
year, stated officials.

“While work is in progress at all the
sites, we are targeting to make the Dwar-
Ka sector 17 sports complex operational
by next month. Therest three (at sectors
8, 19 and 23) are centres of excellence
(COE) and specialise in 2-3 sports activi-
ties,” said an official, adding that DDA is
working on six COE projects in total.

[ The Dwarka sector 17 complex, spre-
ad across 23.2 acresand costing Rs92 cro-
re, will have outdoor sports facilities
such as cricket field, hockey-cum-foot-
ball field, lawn tennis court, netball co-
urt, basketball court, volleyball court,
skating rink, and skate parks.

-“There will be an indoor block with
facilities for badminton, squash, and
other games like boxing, aerobics,
cue sports (billiards, snooker), martial
arts (karate, taekwondo), and yoga,”
stated the authority.

“An Olympic-size swimming pool
with changing room, seating pavilions
for skating rink, cricket/football field
and lawn tennis courts covered with ten-
sile membrane structure are other high-
lights. Outdoor coffee shop and nursery
area with green lawns will be there too,”
added theauthority.

It was supposed to become operatio-
nal last year but got late due to delay in
getting permissions from other agenci-
es. “We have received permission for a
water connection from Delhi Jal Board

* SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
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MOVE TO PROMOTE EXCELLENCE: The centres are coming up in Dwarka sec

tors 8,17,19, 23

=

and final testing of all services isin pro-
gress,” said a senior DDA official.

There will be no permanent mem-
bership for this place and DDA will
offer only one, three, and five years’
membership.

The Dwarka sector 8 COE will have
facilities for wrestling, boxing and judo
karate; the sector 23 complex will specia-
lise in hockey and football; and the sec-
tor 19 complex in tennis and shooting.

“These projects will not only promo-
te sports in Delhi but also contribute to
residents’ ease of living and nurture yo-
ung talent. DDA is soon going to comple-
te a golf course at Dwarka sector 24,” sa-
id the official.

Other COEs include one at Rohini
sector 33, specialising in aquatics, is tar-
geted to be completed by mid-next year.
Work is in progress at COEs for athletics
at Narela sector A-7and Rohini sector34.

At Dwarka sector 19B, an integrated
multi-sports arena is being taken up on
design, build, finance,operateand trans-
fer basis on PPP mode. .

At present, DDA's 15 sports complex-
es, three mini sports complexes, two
public golf courses, 17 swimming
pools and 40 multi-gyms can be used ata
nominal fee,

CWG Village, Chilla, Yamuna sports
complexes and Poorv Delhi Khel Parisar
are in east Delhi. West Delhi has sports
complexes in Dwarka, Hari Nagar and
Paschim Vihar.

Major Dhyan Chand and Rohini
sports complexes and Rashtriya Swab-
himan Khel Parisar are in north Delhi.
South Delhi has Netaji Subhash, Saket,
Siri Fort, Vasant Kunj sports complexes
and Squash & Badminton Stadium.

DDA is also managing two world-
class golf courses-Qutaband Bhalswa:
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L-G HAs CALLED For ITs RESTORATION

Qila Rai Pithora: Scattered ruins narrate the tale of Delhi’s first city

UPASIKA SINGHAL
NEW DELH: JisLy 30
IF ONE were to take a leisurely
walk from Malviya Nagar Metro
stanon. down the Press Enclave
road, they would notice the
remains of Qila Ra Pithora
tucked away in a lush garden,
Stretching from Saket across
Mehrauli and Sanjay Van ro
Vasant Kuny. the fort contains
the ruins of the first ity of Defhi.
The fort was recently brought
1o the hmelight after Lieutenant
Canvernor V K Saxena visited the
site and expressed his disappont-
Mentatits decrept state, Dunng
his visit, the L-G instructed the
Deltn Development Authority
and Archaeological Survey of

Indiai ASI) to collaborate and be-
#an cleamng and restoration op-
eratrons immedately.

A massive statue of Prithvira
Chauhan, a much-revered king
of the Chauhan or Chahamana
dynasty, satuated in the centre of
the fort's grounds, s supposed to
lhouse a library in the building
under it. A peek into the build-
ing through the locked glass
doors, though, reveals empty
halls and discarded boards com-
memorating last year's World
Hentage Week. The grounds sur-
rounding the starue, and the re-
mains of the fort, remain aver-
grown with grass and heather.

‘While the origins of the fort
remain contested, it s widely
believed it was first built by the
Tomar dynasty surrounding the

wron pillar after it was brought
from Udayagri { present-day
Madhya Pradesh) by Anangpal
1l around 1050 CE. However,
there seems to be no consensus
on this too. While some say the
pillar was moved by Anangpal,
others argue that it was already
in Delhi by the time the ruler
Came o POWET.

According to histonan Rana
Safvi. the Tomar dynasty decided
to place its headquarters at the
Aravalli Hills for its strategic and
military advantages,

Initially named Lal Kot (Red
Fort} — not to be confused with

23 km away on the banks of the

R L PN TR e s

The remains of Qila Rai Pil]loraaretur‘JWd awayin alush
the Mughal-era Red Fort situated  garden near Malviya Nagar Metro station. Upasiko Singha!

Yamuna — the fort would serve

as the first of the eight citiesto ~ come. According to Safvs, it 15
«come upinDelhi incentuniesto  probable that the fort was con-

NEW DELHI/METRO

Hindustan Times Monday, July31,2023

HT Correspondent
Imcmamnnunamlme\ L

NEW DELHI: Within a month of
being launched. the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority’s flats at
Dwarka. feated as ome of the
best Incations in the residential
scheme, were sold out. officials
said on Saturday
Around 1,500 flats were
booked so0 far i six locations
across the Capital — Dwarka,
Narela, Rohini. Jasols, Siraspur
and Lok Nnayak Puram — from
a totgl of 5,600 flats. DDA
launched the housing scheme on

a first come, first served basis on
June 30 and sturted accepling
bookings from July 10,

DDA received an overwhelns-
INg response on day ome with
more than 600 flats being
bouked across all locations
within the first few hours of the
launch of the scheme. Over the
month, 700 more flats were
taken. The most flats were
beoked in Narela and Rohini,
around 700 at each of the areas.

Meanwhile, Dwarka and Jas-
ola have seen the best respanse.

There were 50 flats for sale in
Dwarka. all of which have been

1.5k ﬂats_ sold in DDA scheme

taken. In Jasola, which has the
priciest flats for 22 35 crore each,
24 of the 41 flats have been
booked. In Lok Nayak Puram, 35
of 140 flats have been booked
and in Sirsapur 14 of 125 flats
have been booked.

However, officials said that
bookings were continuing every
day. "This has been one of the
most successful schemes in
recent years for DDA It s sti]|
open to people and more book-
ngs are being made every day,”
said & DDA official. No closing
date for the scheme has been
decidrd yer the officia) added.

structed to avoid constant raids
and attacks that Mahmud of

Ghazni had unleashed on
Kannaw). There, nestled in the
rocky caverns of the Aravall hills,
the Tomars would rule for a cen-
tury and construct dams and
tanks. One can sull see the re.
mains of one in

Surajkund n

present-day

Fandabad.

Later, the
Tomars would PIN
be overthrown 11
by the
Chaharmanas
and Lal Kot would be renamed
Qala Ran Pithora, after Prithwira
Chauhan.

Howewer, according 1o
Cynthia Talbot's The Last Hindu
Emperor; Prithvirg Chauhon and
the Indion Past. while the nuins

of the fort do place i in the pre-
Sultanate peniod, no records ex-
sstof the Chahamana king erther
ruling aver Delhi or even visit-
ing it. Mevertheless, the &SI
plague at the fort claims thar the

fort was cap-

tured by
Chahamana
prince

o Vigraharaga

(,ODE. I and then
0001 renforced

with ram-

parts by

Prithviraja il

The Chahamanas were ule-
mately defeated by Quibu'd-Din
Mibak in 1192 CE. According
Safvi, the victorious Churd arrmy
entered Chla Mthoea through the
Ranjit Gate and the fart this be-

-

came the capital of the
Sultanate

The most notable addition to
the fart was perhaps made by
Aibak mn rhe form of Quiub
Manar to mark his victory over
Chauhan. The fort then wit-
nessed several dynasties come
and g0 — the Khaljis, the
Tughlags. the Sayyids and the
Lodhis, bo name a few.

Acrording ro Safn, the later
Delhs Sultans shifted thear base
closer to the Yamuna for defense
purposes. By the ime Firoz Shah
Tughlag established the Firoz
Shah Kotla on the banks of the
Yamuna to aid the CIfy's growing
demand for drinkang water, (ila
Ra1 Pithora was abandoned
along with Sin. Tughlagabad and
Jahanpanah forts, \
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LG takes stock of restoration
work at Mehrauli Archaeological
Park, Sanjay Van

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Delhi 1t Gov-
ernor V K Saxena on Saturday
visited the Mehrauli Archaeo-
logical Park and Sanjay Van to
take stock of the restoration
work being undertaken at the
sites, officials said.

Saxena also visited King
Prithviraj Chauhan’s Qila Rai
Pithora and expressed “grave
disappointment at its decrepit
state due to neglect by authori-
ties,” they said.

The restoration work at
Mehrauli Archaeological Park
and Sanjay Van is being done
by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in coopera-
tion with the Archaeological
Survey of India (ASI), they said.
The work at these two locations
had started following a visit by
Saxena after assuming charge
as the Lt Governor last year, a
senior official of the Raj Niwas
said.

“It was his fourth visit today
to the Mehrauli Archaeological
Park where restoration works of
the Tomb of Sultan Ghiyasud-
din Balban, Metcalfe’s Lodge
(Dil Khusha Mohammad Quli
Khan's Tomb), Jamali-Kamali
Mosque and Rajaon ki Baoli,
have been underway after the
LG visited the site twice in Feb-

ruary this year, followed by a
review visit in June last.” he said.
“While work on the other proj-
ects at these locations was in
different stages of execution,
Rajaon ki Baoli, which was filled
up to its arches with silt and gar-
bage before work commenced
in February this year, has been
restored into a vibrant water
body in record time,” the offi-
cial said.

Similarly, work of restoring
the Metcalfe Lodge Dil Khusha
were also nearing completion
and soon an “eco-friendly res-
taurant (by the end of August)
will be operationalised in its
vicinity. The place is expected to
come up as a unique and major
attraction at this historically
iconic site;” he added.

He also instructed the DDA
and the ASI to immediately take
up work for restoration of Qila
Rai Pithora, and asked for clean-
ing operations to be started and
restoration designs to be put to
him within the coming week,
officials said. Saxena directed
the DDA and the ASI to work
in coordination, the senior offi-
cial said. The L-G also oversaw
the ongoing restoration of the
11th century Anang Tal Baoli,
which had started in July last
year, post his visit in June third
week of 2022,
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LG takes stock of restoration work at Sajay iay Van

Restoration efforts initiated
after Saxena’s first visit
t0 these sites last year

STAFF REPORTER m
NEW DELH|

elhi Lieutenant Governor
VK Saxena on Saturday
visited the  Mehrauli
Archaeological Park and
Sanjay Van to assess the
Emgress of restoration works
eing carried out by DDA in
colla%turatiun with ASL
These restoration efforts
were initiated after Saxena's
first visits t& these sites last
year, shortly after assuming his
role as LG. During his fourth

tion works at significant sites
such as the Tomb of Sultan
Ghivasuddin Balban,
Metcalfe's Lodge (Dil Khusha
- Mohammad Quli Khan's
Tomb), Jamali-Kamali
Mosque, and Rajacn ki Baoli.
Notably, Rajaon ki Baoli,
which was previously filled
with silt and garbage, has now
been restored into a vibrant
water body in a remarkably
short period.

The restoration of Metcalfe
Lodge - Dil Khusha'is also
nearing completion, and an

adding a unique attraction to
this historically iconic site.
Expressing concern over the
state of King Prithviraj
Chauhan'’s ‘Qila Rai Pithora
due to negligence by authori-

lgirected DDA and

ed that deaninﬁ operations be
initiated, and restoration
designs bé submitted within
the upcoming week, empha-
_siii;:f‘l%the need for coordinat-
ed efforts. Additionally, during
his visit to Sanjay Van, the LG

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

Anang Tal Baoli, which began
last year. He urged officials to
expedite restoration process
for this unexplored heritage
site, which houses a diverse
range of flora and fauna, envi-

sioning it as a captivating

visit to  the Mehrauli eco-friendly restaurantissetto ties, Saxena
Archaeoio‘iual Park, Saxena be operationalized in its vicin-  ASI toimmediately commence = oversaw the ongoing restora- showcase for visitors to
inspected eongomgresmra ‘ity by the end of August, restoration works. He request-  tion of the 11th Century National Capital of India.
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