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ITO barrage woes: 3 gates mired in silt, work underway with 

Navy diving team on standby after recent floods in capital 
= 

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND 
& JATINANAND 
NEW DELHI, JULY 27 

TWO WEEKS after the spotlight 
was thrown onit, three of the ITO 
barrage's gates have refused to 
budge, resisting persistent efforts 
to haul them up and out of the 
way of the river's floodwaters, 

The Indian Navy's diving team 
remains on standby at Asita East, 
part of the Delhi Development 
Authority’s (DDA) now-sub- 
merged floodplain project, near 
the barrage which is owned and 
Supposed to be maintained by the 
Haryana government. 

The team, with 24 personnel 
at one point along with equip- 
ment from Mumbai being 
brought in, is present round-the- 
clock in case a diving effort may 
be required again to free the gates 
from the silt they are mired in. 

Captain Sanjay Kadian, who 
headsit, said they gota call on july 
14 regarding five of the 32 gatesof 
the barrage being shut, asking 

they be cut since they have the ca- 
pability. ByJuly 18, two gates were 
opened. “We tried lifting gate 31 

witha crane, but thatdidn'twork.” 
he said. 

‘The river's water level receded 

  

Tuesday only to rise again 
Thursday ~ but silt remains, ac- 
cording to Navy officials. 

This silt has been holding the 
gates to the ground - their 
winches not being able to lift be- 
cause of suction from the ground. 
A gate has even resisted a 140- 
tonne crane - the biggest that 
could be deployed - operated 
from the road above, which at- 
tempted to lift it after cuts were 
made on its sides. 

Two gates are closer tocentre 
of the barrage and bear heavy wa- 
ter flow, making it tougher to be 
worked upon; a team has been 
deployed by the civil administra- 

tion to manually excavate some of 
the silt at gate 31. The Delhi and 
Haryana governments are also in- 
volved in the exercise. Sources as- 

sociated with efforts said an exca- 
vator or a dredger closer to the 
gates may work. An excavator 
was deployed Wednesday, when 
water levels were still low, but 
silt prevented it from moving 
closer to the gates. 

Satbir Singh Kadian, Engineer 
in Chief, Irrigation and Water 

said,”Pressunsed water jets were 
initially used to clean the gates, 
but sediments remained. We have 
been told about dredging, we are 

Work being carried out at the barrage last week. Amit Mehra 

looking into these.” 
The Delhi and Haryana gov- 

ernments have recently sparred 
over the maintenance of the bar- 
rage, Sources in the Haryana gov- 
ernment admitted the five gates 
had not been operated for five 

years adding that they had not an- 
tidpated that 27 open gates would 
prove insufficient to take the wa- 
ter discharge. 

The money for maintenance 
was paid by the Indraprastha 
Power Generation Company 
Limited, which was decommis- 

sioned in 2018 and no money has 
been paid since. 

“We should have been more 
cautious that the structure be 
maintained. We worked on the 
assumption that the design struc- 

tureis for 10% redundancy (10% of 
the gates in the barrage are to be 
spare),” a source in the Haryana 

nt said, 
The Delhi government has 

sought the ownership of the bar- 
rage several times over the years, 
but Haryana insists on status quo 
as it wants to monitor the river 

  

levels downstream through its 
own i 

“Why did the water level rise? 
In 2019, 8.5 lakh cusecs were re- 

leased (from the Hathnikund bar- 
rage in Haryana, which deter- 
mines levels downstream in 

Delhi), the passage was clear, there 
were no encroachments, and all 
the water passed,” Kadian said. 

According to Delhi govern- 
ment sources, the fact that the 
gates were shut came to the fore 
only “at the peak of the crisis” on 
July 13-14. 

Sandeep Taneja, Chief 
Engineer, Yamuna Water Services 

(South), Haryana Irrigation 
Department, in Delhi, said 10% of 

the gates ina barrage are “usually 
extra” in case of repairs or non- 
functioning of another gate. ‘The 
barrage was designed for 3 lakh 
cusecs, which can pass even if 29 
gates are open...in 2022, the elec- 
tricity connection to operate the 

gate was shut off,” he said. 
“Even now, Haryana is sup- 

posed to ensure that heavy ma- 
chinery is pressed into service to 
open the jammed gates. But they 

say that even if all of the gates are 
opened, it will only help ease the 
situation only to about 5% to 7%,” 
aDelhi government official added. 

To what extent was the bar- 
rage responsible for flooding? 
Ecologist C R Babu said, “The real 
cause is that we have reduced the 
flood carrying capacity of the 
floodplain—water used to spread 
horizontally over the floodplain 
and when it became narrow, wa- 
ter will rise vertically.” 

Bhim Singh Rawat, of the 

South Asia Network on Dams, 
Rivers and People, said, “There is 
no requirement for a barrage. Itis 
strangulating the river. ..All gates 
should have been opened to pre- 

vent backflow of water.” 

So
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AAP, BJP bicker over 
slum rehab scheme 

Times News Network 

New Delhi: Aam Aadmi Party 
MLA Rajesh Gupta on Thurs- 
day alleged that a conspiracy 
was on under the Jahan Jhug:- 
gi Wahin Makan scheme of 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) to harass the poor and 
leave them destitute, 

Citing instances in the Wa- 
zirpur constituency, Gupta sa- 
id that despite the DDA const- 
ructing flats and allocating 
them to many, the authority 
has arbitrarily disqualified se- 
veral allottees through fraudu- 
lent and corrupt means. 

“Despite sending multiple 
letters to the LG and DDA, no 
response has been received. To 
exacerbate the situation, com- 
munity toilets that were used 
by the jhuggi residents were 
demolished even before the 
flats were built on the pretext 
of creating a garden in its pla- 
ce so that they are forced to lea- 
ve the place. The central go- 
vernment is demanding Rs 
1,76,400 from eligible flat reci- 

pients who are mostly daily- 
wage labourers and cannot af- 
ford to pay,” Gupta said. 

DDA member and BJP 
MLA Vijender Gupta stated 
that the rehabilitation policy 
for the slum dwellers had been 
formulated by DUSIB, not the 
Centre. “The rehabilitation 
scheme is being implemented 
by the DUSIB so the chief mi- 
nister is pretty aware of the 
terms and conditions. Even 
the rates charged from the 
slum dwellers are as per this 
policy. The AAP’s statement 
shows their frustration as the 
Delhigovernmenthas failed to 
provide accommodation to the 

poor,” he said. 
The AAP MLA said: “We 

requested the DDA to offer lo- 
ans to support poor people, but 
they turned a blind eye. Priva- 
te companies saw an opportu- 
nity and sought to take advan- 
tage. People secure loans at an 
interest rate of 6-7%, but they 
were subjected to a staggering 
12% interest rate, Why? Simp- 

ly because they are poor.” 

DDA reclaims 
229 acres 
since April 
New Delhi: The Delhi Deve- 
lopment Authority (DDA) has 
carried out 49 demolition pro- 
grammes in the national capi- 

tal since April this year and 
has reclaimed around 229 
acres, the housing and urban 
affairs ministry told the Lok 
Sabha on Thursday. 

It also said that no demoli- 
tion has been carried out by the 
DDA, MCD and the Delhi Ur- 
ban Shelter Improvement Bo- 
ardasa part of G-20 summit be- 
autification drive in Kasturba 
Nagar, Tughlagabad, Pragati 
Maidan, the Yamuna Flood 
Plains and Dhaula Kuan. “Ho- 
wever, DUSIB, GNCTD has in- 
formed that occupants of night 
shelters in Yamuna flood plain 
have been shifted to other night 
shelters,” the ministry said. 

On the housing for poor, | 
the ministry said it supple- | 
ments the efforts of state and 
UT governments by providing 
central assistance under 
Pradhan Mantri Awas Yojana 
—Urban (PMAY-U). tnx
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G20 preparations: Delhi L- GQ 
Starts late-night inspections 

millenniumpost 
NEW DELHI i FRIDAY, 28 JULY, 2023) ATED 

  

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI; Preparations 
for the G20 Summit meeting 
to be held here in.Septem- 
ber have picked up pace with 
agencies concerned running 
against time to spruce up 60 
road stretches, Raj Niwas offi- 
cials said on Thursday. 

Lieutenant Governor V K 
Saxena has started late-night 
inspections of the ongoing work 
to ensure their timely comple- 
tion, they said, adding it will 
continue till August 30. 

“To ensure that his visits and 
inspection do not cause traffic 
disruptions and any inconye- 
nience to the public, the L-G is 
starting the scrutiny in the late 
evening, around 9.30 pm, and 
taking stock of the progress for 
two to three hours on each visit,” 
an official said. 

He visited the stretch 
between Dhaula Kuan and 
Gyarah Murti on Sardar Patel 
Road on July 25 and the stretch 
on Mother Teresa Crescent from 
Gyarah Murti Murti to Teen 
Murti roundabout as well as 
Teen Murti Marg and Akbar 
Road on July 26. 

Sprucing up of around 60 
roads and stretches, on which 

Closer Look 
» Lieutenant Governor V K 

Saxena has started late- 
night inspections of the 
ongoing work to ensure 

their timely completion. It 

will continue till Aug 30   
» To ensure that his visits 

and inspection do not 

cause traffic disruptions 
and any inconvenience 

to the public, the L-G is 

starting the scrutiny in the 

late evening, around 9.30 

pm, and taking stock of 

the progress for two to 

three hours on each visit 

delegates to the G20 summit will 
travel, are in full swing. 

The L-G, along with the chief 
secretary, officials of the Public 
Works Department, New Delhi 
Municipal Council, Munici- 
pal Corporation of Delhi and 
Delhi Development Authority 
will visit all these places in late 
night hours till August 30. 

On his last two visits, the LG 
appreciated the work under- 
taken by NDMC so far and 
expressed the hope that those 
would be completed soon. needed, the official said. 

» He visited the stretch 

between Dhaula Kuan and 

Gyarah Murti on Sardar 

Patel Road on July 25 

and the stretch on Mother 

Teresa Crescent from Gya- 
rah Murti Murti to Teen 

Murti roundabout as well 

as Teen Murti Marg and 

__Akbar Road on July 26 

  

“These efforts, apart from, 
being aimed at making the city 
fully ready for the forthcoming 
G-20 Summit, will also ensure 
that the city is in full prepared- 
ness over the long term,’ an offi- 
cial said, 

On his visits, the L-G is 
accompanied by three vehicles 
with flower pots to be placed 
at suitable locations, workmen 
for carrying out minor repairs 
wherever required and machin- 
ery to prune trees wherever 
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AAP accuses Centre of 

expelling poor through 
flat allotment rigging 
  

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The Aam 
Aadmi Party (AAP) has 
launched a scathing attack 
on the Modi government, 
accusing it of orchestrating a 
scheme to force the poor out 
of Delhi by manipulating the 
flat allotment process under the 
Jahan Jhuggi-Wahan Makan’ 
initiative. 

Senior AAP leader and 
MLA Rajesh Gupta, has come 

forward with allegations of cor- 
ruption and fraud in the Wazir- 
pur constituency, where flats 
were built for slum-dwellers. 

According to Gupta, the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) has disqualified sev- 
eral eligible allotters through 
fraudulent means, despite con- 
structing and allocating flats 
to many residents. He further 
highlighted that community 
toilets, previously used by the 
jhuggi dwellers, were demol- 
ished even before the flats were 
constructed, leaving them 
without essential facilities. 

The most concerning aspect 

of the allegations is that the 
DDA is demanding a signifi- 
cant sum of Rs 1,76,400 from 
the eligible flat recipients. 
Gupta argued that the majority 
of these individuals, who work 
as daily wage labourers, could 
not afford such an amount and 
should not be burdened with it. 

Appealing for assistance, 
the MLA said, “We requested 
DDA to provide loans to sup- 
port these vulnerable people, 
but they turned a blind eye. 
Private companies seized the 
opportunity and offered loans 
at a staggering 12 per cent 
interest rate, taking advantage 
of their dire circumstances.” 

Furthermore, it was 
revealed that those without 
regular employment and the 
illiterate were denied loans, 
exacerbating the situation 
for the most vulnerable ben- 
eficiaries. Gupta also alleged 
that this was a deliberate move 
to demolish the Jhuggi settle- 
ments and replace them with 
large building complexes, ulti- 
mately driving the poor, illit- 
erate, and elderly out of Delhi.
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TO PROTECT AND ENHANCE WELL-BEING OF ANIMALS IN DELHI 

  

‘First meet: New Animal Welfare 
Board sets “adie agenda 
  

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: In a landmark 
initiative to protect and enhance 
the well-being of animals in 
Delhi, the newly-constituted 
Delhi Animal Welfare Board 
convened its first meeting on 
Thursday at Delhi Secretariat. 

Chaired by Delhi Develop- 
ment minister Gopal Rai, the 
meeting brought together 27 
passionate individuals, each rep- 
resenting various sectors and 
categories. The board will sup- 
port organisations and bod- 
ies involved in animal welfare 
across the 11 districts of Delhi, 
providing financial and techni- 
cal assistance, alongside valuable 
guidelines. 

Addressing the media after 
the meeting, Rai emphasised 
that, “Delhi Animal Welfare 
Board has been constituted to 
work for the betterment of the 
animals in Delhi. A total of 27 
members divided into 19 cat- 
egories have been included in 
the Animal Welfare Board. This 

  

  
board will work for the preven- 
tion of cruelty to animals and 
their betterment in Delhi” 

One of the crucial decisions 
taken during the meeting was 
the allocation of five mobile vet- 
erinary vans, specially equipped 
to provide swift and efficient 
treatment to animals in distress 
across the city. These vans will 
be instrumental in reaching out 
to injured or sick animals, espe- 

  

  
cially strays, and ensure they 
receive timely medical atten- 
tion and care. 

Additionally, the board 
has given instructions for the 
establishment of five state-of- 
the-art diagnostic centres, fully 
equipped with modern facili- 
ties for comprehensive health 
check-ups of animals. This will 
play a vital role in promoting 
early detection and intervention, 

» A total of 27 members 

divided into 19 catego- 
ries have been included in 

__the Board, says Rai 

> One of the crucial 

decisions taken during 

the meeting was the 

allocation of five mobile 

veterinary vans, specially 

equipped to provide 

swift and efficient 

treatment to animals in 

distress across the city 

ultimately improving the overall 
health of animals in Delhi, Rai 
had announced. 

The issue of stray animals 
was a significant concern dis- 
cussed during the meeting. 
The Minister highlighted the 
need for proactive measures to 
address this challenge. As part 
of the solution, he instructed rel- 
evant departments to install the 
designated mobile veterinary 

vans for prompt treatment and 
other necessary arrangements. 

Furthermore, the establish- 
ment of diagnostic centres will 
aid in addressing the health 
needs of stray animals, enhanc- 
ing their quality of life. 

The Animal Welfare Board 
will act as a regulatory body, 
ensuring strict adherence to 
animal welfare laws through- 
out Delhi. By collaborating with 
various animal welfare organi- 
zations, including the Society 
for the Prevention of Cruelty 
to Animals (SPCA), Gaush- 
alas, and the Animal Welfare 
Board of India, the board aims 

to provide guidance and sup- 
port to initiatives dedicated 
to animal welfare. “The main 
objective of this board is to pre- 
vent the suffering of all kinds 
of living beings and prepare a 
roadmap for their betterment,” 
Rai affirmed, highlighting the 
board's mission to alleviate the 
hardships faced by animals in 
Delhi and chart a comprehen- 
sive plan for their welfare. 

WA
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The anatomy of the Yamuna floodplains 
How has rampant construction blocked flood pathways and impeded the river's ‘right to expand’? Why are Yamuna floodplains important? What are the consequences of   

rapid urbanisation on the floodplains? How many people are dependent on the river? What do encroachments do? 
  

EXPLAINER 

Saumya Kalia 

he story so far: Battered by 
heavy rains, the Yamuna looks 
slow, sluggish and swollen. Last 
week, the water levels hit a 

60-year-high, gushing through elite 
neighbourhoods built close to the 
floodplains. Waters advanced towards the 
Taj Mahal for the first time in halfa 
century. More than 25,500 people were 
evacuated and ferried to rescue camps in 
a brown stream of waste; many of them 
lived in make-shift low-lying slum 
dwellings next to the river. 

Why is the Yamuna important? 
The late environmentalist Anupam Mishra 
once called Yamuna, Delhi's “real town 
planner”: it meandered through Delhi 
ensuring the city was never short of water 
and never ravaged by famine or flood. 
Delhi was “well-planned along the course 
of the river Yamuna, but it isn’t so 
anymore,” he said. Causes, experts argue, 
can be traced to haphazard construction 
activities, rapid urbanisation, lack of 
proper housing and lax regulations — all 
of which have besieged the floodplains, 

“We talk about rivers in isolation, but 
floodplains are inseparable from the river 
channel,” says Venkatesh Dutta, a 
professor at the School of Earth and 
Environmental Sciences, Babasaheb 
Bhimrao Ambedkar University. The river 
system includes both water and land. 
Yamuna is a lifeline to five States, and its 
floodplains are a charging point. 

Yamuna courses east of Delhi, entering 
the city from Palla village and exiting at 
the Okhla barrage. The floodplains are 
two km wide on each side. The floodplain 
along Yamuna’s 22 km run in Delhi, 
designated as the O zone by the Delhi 
Development Authority, has an area of 
approximately 9,700 hectares — the size 
of 1,500 new Parliament buildings. 

Between Palla and Okhla, the 
rine Pra of the floodplains changes 
from farmlands to slums, colonies, 
flyovers and bridges. It is also dotted with 
permanent structures like Ring Road, 
Akshardham Temple complex, 
Commonwealth Games Village, Player's 
Building (housing the Delhi Secretariat) 
and the Indira Gandhi Indoor Stadium. 

What is submerged now was once part 
of the river’s natural flow, Dr. Dutta 
explains. A river has the “right to expand” 
and needs to breathe through its flood 
plains. Any attempt to concretise 
constricts its air supply. “This is 
happening not only in Delhi, but all major 
cities including Pune, Lucknow, Mumbai,” 
he said. 

As part of river systems, floodplains 
slow water runoff during floods, recharge 
groundwater and store excess water, 
replenishing the city’s water supply. 
“When you have sluggish flow, the 
surplus water stored in the floodplain is 
released back during the non-monsoon 
season,” Dr. Dutta explains. “If you lose 
the floodplain, you also lose the storage of 
water.” Delhi recorded similarly 
devastating floods in 1978, 1988 and 1995 

which inundated floodplains, adversely 
impacting their health. 

Who lives on these floodplains? 
A 2022 report found there are 56 bastis 
(one basti has 15 or more houses), with 
9,350 households and 46,750 people. 
Almost half of the households (4,835) 
practise farming as a livelihood; others 
rely on daily wage work, fishing, 
nurseries, and animal herding. 
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The Taj Mahal is seen on the banks of the swollen Yamuna river after heavy monsoon rainfall, in Agra on Wednesday.P1t 

Pradesh, Bihar, Haryana, Jharkhand, West 
Bengal and Rajasthan; some bastis have 
existed for eight decades and others were 
built more recently. Farmers near Palla 
and Hiranki villages traditionally grow 
rice, wheat, and flowers on the rich silt 
deposited by the river. 

“Zone O supports a large variety of 
nature-based livelihoods with a low 
ecological footprint. Yet, these are being 
forcibly evicted in the name of ecological 
rejuvenation of the region,” the report 
noted. The farmland size has reduced 
from 4,850 hectares in 2000 to 3,330 
hectares in 2020, as people were evicted, 
and livelihood shifted to daily wage work. 

The National Green Tribunal (NGT) in 
2016 imposed a blanket ban on 
agriculture-related activities till the 
“Yamuna is restored and made pollution 
free”. 

On the NGT’s orders, the DDA in 2021 
evicted 800 families in the 
Muslim-dominated Batla House area, a 
part of the floodplains that falls under 
no-construction zones. Private 
contractors built flats and sold to people, 
mostly daily wage and domestic workers, 
who cannot afford housing in other areas. 

How did settlements emerge? 
The first major non-agriculture 
settlements appeared after Independence 
when refugees from Western Punjab fled 
to Delhi. They built kuccha houses on the 
floodplains along the Yamuna Pushta 
(from the ITO bridge and up to Salimgarh 
Fort). The planning era propelled 
urbanisation in the 1950s and ‘60s, 
witnessing the construction of the first 
thermal power plant (employing people 
as labourers to unload coal from trains 
and clear fly ash), the Ring Road and 

Rajghat Samadhi. 
Over 180,000 jhuggis on the Yamuna 

Pushta were demolished during the 1975 
Emergency, and people were resettled in 
the peripheries. 

The 1982 Asian Games brought more 
than one million migrant labourers from 
neighbouring States, tasked with building 
flyovers, sports facilities and luxury 
apartments. Little to no formal housing 
was provided; workers eventually settled 
on the open plain along the western 
embankment after the Games, By 2004, 
almost 3,50,000 people lived along the 
Yamuna, according to estimates, They 
earned livelihoods as domestic help, 
rickshaw pullers, porters, mechanics, 
small vendors, factory workers in nearby 
trade markets such as Chandni Chowk 

Most residents migrated from Uttar and Sadar Bazaar. The population boom   

outpaced Delhi's ability to build a proper 
sewage network and spiked Yamuna’s 
pollution, Manu Bhatnagar of the Natural 
Heritage Division of Indian National Trust 
for Art and Cultural Heritage told The 
Hindu in an earlier interview. 

The Delhi High Court in 2004 ordered 
eviction of “unauthorised” settlements on 
the floodplains, demolishing shanties and 
evicting more than two lakh people. 

“Their subsequent eviction on the 
charge of pollution cleared the way for 
the construction of capital-intensive 
projects of urban infrastructure and elite 
consumption,” sociologist Amita Baviskar 

| wrote in a paper. Large portions along the 
floodplains were used for projects — 
Delhi’s largest depot for its public bus 
service, Akshardham Temple complex, 
Commonwealth Games Village, metro 
depots, luxury apartments, and highways. 

Moreover, Dr. Dutta says, “in the name 
of flood protection,” cities use 
embankments which “jacket the river, 
limiting the river's ability to spread.” 

What does Delhi’s Master Plan 
outline? 
The Yamuna floodplain was designated as 
a protected area free from construction in 
the Delhi Masterplan of 1962. The Central 
Ground Water Authority in 2000 also 
notified the floodplains as ‘protected’ for 
groundwater management. 

The draft Master Plan For Delhi 2041 
divides Delhi into 18 zonal areas, 
designating Yamuna's floodplains as ‘Zone 
0’, delineated in two parts: river zone 
(active floodplain) and riverfront 
(regulated construction is allowed). The 
latter is where structures such as 
Akshardham Temple and Commonwealth 
Village have been built. 

The South Asia Network on Dams, 
Rivers and People (SANDRP) in 2020 
found large parts of the Yamuna 
floodplains and riverbed were “grossly 
abused” due to lax implementation: 23 
bridges including rail, road, metro and 
barrages have been built; there was a 
bridge at every 800m. “The creation of 
new embankments, guide bunds... are 
fragmenting the floodplain, promoting 

encroachments, and also leaving a trail of 
construction and demolition debris into 
riverbed and floodplains,” the group 

wrote, 
An Expert Committee in 2012 formed 

to examine DDA’s Riverfront Development 
Scheme warned against any construction 

on floodplains. The areas proposed under 

the Yamuna Riverfront Development 
(YRDF) plan — which proposes   

biodiversity parks and ‘recreational’ 
activities — were within the active 
floodplain, which could affect the 
topography, increase pollution and affect 

flood: ree capacity, the Committee 
warned. 

“If you build on areas reserved for 
recharge, you lose groundwater,” says Dr. 
Dutta. The layers of sediments of 
floodplains create aquifers contributing to 
the river channel, which in turn 
rejuvenates the groundwater. But 
encroachments stop this two-way 

The river is unable to transport flood 
waters downstream during monsoons, 
wet the lands or deposit soil along its 
banks to preserve the riverine ecosystem. 

What do encroachments do? 
Floodplains also protect against 
devastating flash floods by allowing excess 
water to spread out and storing that 
surplus. 

However, encroachments restrict the 
river to a small channel. Any intense 
rainfall activity (India received 26% more 
rainfall in July than expected) swells the 
river, expanding in height not in width, 
eventually spilling over with devastating 
intensity. Climate change has intensified 
rains in frequency and severity, and seen 
in the Yamuna floods, runoff water comes 
as a huge gushing flow in a small span of 
time, 

Dr, Dutta notes that “floods are 
inseparable from the hydrological cycle 
and are required for sediment transport, 
cleaning the riverbed, rejuvenating the 
river itself.” 

“The concept of floodplain zoning is 
not mainstreamed in the Master Plan,” he 
adds, and authorities haven't yet “taken 
cognisance of the river's right to expand.” 
This gap, along with poorly implemented 
policies, frees up river land for private 
and public real estate. “The common 
property land — the river’s land — is open 
to auction and revenue generation. It's a 
tragedy of commons because the river's 
land has not been properly defined.” 

A model draft Bill for defining 
floodplains and zoning was circulated in 
1975. Only four States have drafted a 
National Floodplains Zoning Policy so far. 

It is “reductive” to locate floodplains as 
a site of conflict between development 
and nature, says Dr, Dutta, Instead, action 
‘an be focused on creating 

climate-resilient infrastructures, de-silting 
drains, creating green areas and 
improving drainage systems, “You cannot 
police a river,” he says,   
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Battered by heavy rains, the 
Yamuna looks slow, sluggish, 
swollen, Last week, the water 
levels hit a 60-year-high, 
gushing through elite 
neighbourhoods built close to 
the floodplains, including Civil 
Lines, Rajghat and the 
Supreme Court. 
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Causes, experts argue, can be 
traced to haphazard 
construction activities, 
urbanisation, lack of proper 
housing and lax regulations — 
all of which have besieged the 
floodplains, 
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The Yamuna flaodptain was 
designated as a protected area 
free from construction in the 
Delhi Masterplan of 1962. The 
Central Ground Water 
Authority in 2000 also notified 
the floodplains as ‘protected’ 
for groundwater management. 
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NEW DELHI 

kere Lieutenant Governor 
, VK Saxena is,leaving no 
stone ‘unturned in preparing 
the city for the forthcoming 
G20 summit. In his unique 
approach to reviewing and 
inspecting maintenance and 
makeover efforts, Saxena has 
been personally visiting and 
assessing roads and stretches 
associated with the prestigious 
event during late-night outings. 

To minimize inconve- 
nience to the public and avoid 
disrupting traffic, Saxena ven- 
tures out of Raj Niwas in the 

_ late evening (9:30.PM) for two 
to three hours. On July 25, he 
inspected the stretch between 
Dhaula Kuan and 11 Murti on 

» Sardar Patel Road.” 
The next night, he visited 

the Mother Teresa Crescent 
_ Stretch from 11 Murti to Teen 
_Mursti Round About, Teen 
Murti Marg, and Akbar‘ Road: 

Kisses 
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Approximately 60 roads and 
stretches, earmarked for use by 
G20 delegates, are undergoing 
extensive sprucing up. The 
Lieutenant Governor, accom- 
panied by the Chief Secretary 
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ight checks of city’s facelift 

and officials from the’ Public 
Works Department, New Delhi 
Municipal Council, Municipal 
Corporation of Delhi, and 
Delhi Development Authority, 
will continue visiting -these 
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areas during late-night hours 
until August 30. Their goal is 
to ensure last-minute.cleanli- 
ness, repair pavements, and 
enhance greenery. During his 
recent visits,-the LG lauded the 
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work undertaken by the New 
Delhi Municipal Council 
(NDMC) and expressed hope 
that the final touches to spruce 
up the city will be completed 
soon. 

Apart from making the’ 
city ready for the G20 Summit, 
these efforts aim to maintain” 
long-term preparedness. VK 
Saxena’s on-ground initiatives 
have already led to a thorough 
makeover of the stretch 
between Dhaula Kuan and IGI 
Airport. 

Additionally, he has been 
actively involved in supervising, 
operations during recent. 
floods, such as at the flooded. 
Raj Ghat and the site of the col- 
lapsed Regulator No.12 oppo-,, 
site the WHO Building. Durin; 
his late-night outings, the L' 

. is accompanied by three vehi- 
cles carrying flower pots to be 
placed at suitable locations, 
workmen for minor repairs,, 
and machinery for tree prun= 
ing where necessary. ; 

 


