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TIMES NEws NETWORK 

Floods Over, Authorities To Get City Ready For G20 Summit 

Repair roads, clean 
public spaces by 

July 31, orders govt 
New Delhi: The Delhi govern 
ment has fixed July 31as the de 
adline for repairing and clea 
ning roads, parks, footpaths 
and public spaces, removal of 
encroachment and sprucing 
up parks and green areas for 
the G20 Summit, which is less 
than twO months away. 

A senior Delhi governmnent 
official said senior officers have 
been assigned one district each 
to monitor the work and update 
the lieutenant governor daily 

The deadlines were fixed in a 
meeting chaired by LG VK Saxe 
naand attended by chief secreta 
ry Naresh Kumarapartfrom the 
secretaries of stakeholder de 
partments of the Delhi govern 
ment, and heads of MCD, NDMC 
and DDA, amongothers. 

The summit will be held in 
the capital from September 8-10. 
A large number of delegates 
from participating countries 
and tourists are likely to visit. 
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According to officials, the 
works that are required to be 
completed by the end of this 
month include cleaning of ro 
ads and markets, repairing of 
potholes, making pots and flo 
wer beds ready flling up the 
missing green cover, pruning 
of trees and shrubs, replacing 
faded and dilapidated signage, 
removing encroachment, fix 
ing waterlogging hotspots, ma 
king streetlights functional 

and painting iron grills on the 
central verge, among others. 
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"Sixty roads, maintained by 
differentagencies, have been iden 
tified that would be repaired, clea 
nedand spruced up," said an offici 
al."Roads leadingto importantho 
tels, where the delegates would 

stay popular monuments such as 

the Red Fort, Qutub Minar, Lotus 

OFFICIAL SAYS 

Sixty roads, maintained 
by different agencies, 
have been identified 
that would be repaired, 
cleaned and spruced 
up for the G20 summit 

Temple etcare among them. 
Another official said that 

all departments concerned 
have been asked to nominate 
one officer not below the rank 
of executive engineer to ensu-
re compliance of all direc-
tions. In order to strengthen 
the monitoring at the ground 
level, a committee for each re 
venue district, comprising 
the district magistrate, the 
deputy commissioner of poli-
ce, the MCD deputy commis-
sioner and a chief engineer of 
the DDA, has been formed to 
do a gap analysis and genera 
te actionable points on the 
Delhie-monitoring app. 

An officer of the planning 
department has been assigned 
the responsibility of compiling 
the daily reports received from 
the monitoring committees, the 
district in-charge andothers and 
submit them to the LG and the 

chief secretary. 

MCD decides to roll 
out beautification 
work next month 

An order issued by the LG 
secretariat set deadlines of 
July 31 for most of the prepa-
ration work. The senior IAS 
officers deployed at respecti-
ve districts will update the LG 
daily, officials said. 

The LG has made it clear 
that failure to adhere to the time 
line would attract disciplinary 
action, including suspension," 
said an official. "The LG would 
inspect theprogress from timeto 
time," he added. 

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The MCD plans 
will start projects for G20 that 
had either been halted becau 
se of therain or had got damna 
ged because of the flooding 
Yamuna in Delhi. The G20 
summitis in September. 

In flood affected areas, pa 
inting on boundary walls and 
in public areas has been rui 
ned due to the heavy rain and 
stagnant water. 

"Beautification of the Ma-
hipalpur roundabout, Shahee 
di Park at ITO, development 
work at the PVRAnupam mar 
ket, G20 Park at M block Grea 
ter Kailash II, placement of ex 
tra dustbins to control litte 
ring at prominent locations 
and markets and installing of 
signboards related to the event 
are among the works to be ta 
ken up on priority" said an of 
ficial. Progress in these works 
will startnext month. 

The MCD has also direc 
ted all zones to do wall pain 
ting depending on require 
ment. "Due to the rainy sea 
son, no wall painting is plan 
ned but close to the event we 
may carry out such a drive," 
the official said. 

The repairing and pain 
ting of boundary walls near 
the Yamuna ghats and on the 
Ring Road will be done by 
other agencies. 

"We are only emphasising 
on cleaning and lifting garba 
ge from the sites/roads affec 
ted by the recent floods. Resto 
ration, if required, will be 
carried by the PWD or DDA, 
the official said. 

The horticulture depart 
ment is planning to place more 
thanl lakh pots at various pro 
minent locations, including 

OFFICIAL SAYS 

We are emphasising on 
cleaning and lifting 
garbage from the 
spots affected by the 
floods. Restoration will 
be PWD or DDA's duty 

the venues and hotels in view 
of the G20 meet in September. 

"The initiative is aimed at 
beautifying the places. The ci 
vic body has invited bids to re 
vamp parks at markets in Laj 
pat Nagar, Hauz Khas, Green 
Park, Defence Colony, Jang 
pra and Sarita Vihar. The zo 
nalhorticulture teams will fo 
cus on ensuring that dense 
greening is taken up. This wo 
uld be followed by the revam 
ping of pathways. In some ca-! 
ses, sculptures and additional 
elements will be added," the 
official said. 

The MCD is already wor 
king on a project to revamp 
parks up to an acre. "There 
are 154 parks in this category 
and their details have already 
been shared with the govern 
ment. It parks include 27 in 
Rohini, 22 in Shahdara north, 
17 in central Delhi, 18 in Kes 
havpuram, 16 Najafgarh zone, 
12 in Karol Bagh, 13 in Shah 
dar south, 10 in the south zone 
and 9 in the west zone," the of 
ficial added. Work will be ta 
ken up on priority for parks in 
prominent locations. 

"Further, the roads lea 
ding to and fron prominent 
venues will be cleaned multi 
ple times with the help of me 
chanical road sweeping ma 
chines, jetting and sprinkler 
machines during the event," 
the official said. 
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RAPIDX Plans Wholesome 
Growth Of 3 Stations In City 

Priyangi.Agarwal 
@timesgroup.com 

Gets Agencies To Chalk Out Transit-Oriented Devpt Policy 

New Delhi: The National Ca 
pital Region Transport Cor 
poration (NCRTC), responsib 
le for executing the RAPIDX 
project, has engaged agencies 
to prepare a transit-oriented 
development (TOD) policy for 
its three stations in Delhi 
Anand Vihar, Sarai Kale 
Khan, and Jangpura. Additio 
nally, a TOD plan is in pro 
gress for Ghaziabad and Mee 
rut in Uttar Pradesh. 

The Delhi-Ghaziabad-Me 
erut RAPIDX corridor com 

WHAT IS TOD 

Salient Features 
Informal sector oo 
orientation 

Managed 
parking 

TOD is defined as a policy intervention by governments and its 
agencies for integrated planning of dense, compact, vibrant, 
pedestrian-friendly, inclusive communities around transit nodes 

Street-oriented 
buildings 
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Optimised densities 

Mixed land use 

Traffic calming 
Inclusive habitat 

Multimodal integration 
Last-mile connectivity 
Interconnected 
street network 
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prises a total of 25 stations, in 
cluding four in Delhi. An 
NCRTC official said, "The 
plan will be submitted to the 
relevant agencies for imple 
mentation. 

TOD is characterised as a 
policy intervention by go 
vernments and their agencies 
to promote integrated plan 
ning of dense, compact, vi 
brant, pedestrian-friendly, 
and inclusive communities 
around transit nodes. 

In 2017, the Union ministry 
of housing and urban affairs 
released the National TOD Po 
licy and National Value Cap 

For 
Delhi 

Ghaziabad-Meerut 
RAPIDX, TOD is being 
planned for Sarai Kale 
Khan, Jangpura, Anand 

Vihar, Ghaziabad, 

Jangpuraß 

Duhai, 
Meerut 

Anand Vithar 

New Ashok 
Nagar 

Ghaziabad, 

Sarai Kale Khan 

ture Financing (VCF) Policy 
Framework, acknowledging 
the importance of TOD adop 
tion in the development plans 
-of Indian cities. On Friday, 
NCRTCorganised an interna 

tional two-day workshop on 
TOD, aiming to revolutionise 
urban planning practices. 

Sahibabad 

Vinay Kumar Singh, the 
managing director 
NCRTC, said, �By promoting 
TOD, we can effectively redu 
ce urban sprawl, congestion, 
and pollution, while enhan 
cing accessibility, affordabili 
ty and theoverallquality of li 
fe in urban spaces." 

Modi Nagar North 

Duhai Depot PModi Nagar South 

Duhai Depot StationPMurad Nagar 
Duhai 

Guldhar 

Underground 

Begumpul, 
Shatabdi Nagar 

Meerut South, 

Modipuram Depot a 

Modipuram 

Elevated 

of 

At grade N 

W 

He added, As RAPDX is a 
multi-state project, we have to 
cOordinate with four states to 
implement TOD policies along 
our corridors. In the first corri 
dor, some portion is in Delhi 
and the rest is in UP The deve 
lopment authority DDA 
has chosen three out of the four 
stations in Delhi as transit-ori 
ented development nodes." 

Vikas Kumar, the mana 
ging director of Delhi Metro 
RailCorporation, highlighted 
that even before the formula 
tion of the TOD policy, DMRC 
constructed 93 residential 
flats at Dwarka. NSIC, dra 
wing inspiraion from inter 
national experiences. "The 
challenge in Delhi is that de 
velopment or infrastructure 
for the wrban scenario has al 
ready taken place much befo 
rethe metro came," he noted. 

Ved Prakash Dudeja from 
Rail Land Development Aut 
hority said, "It is very difficult 
to approach New Delhi rail 
way station from the Pahar 
ganj side as there is no space 
where buses can stop. We are 
creating 23 km of elevated ro 
ad infrastructure which will 
facilitate passengers from dif 
ferent parts of the city" 

Manoj Joshi, secretary, 
Union ministry of housing & 
urban affairs, expressed con 
fidence that the collective wis 
dom and constructive discus 
sions during this workshop 
would inspire transformative 
changes in urban planning 
practices and benefit future 
transit projects. 
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LG sets up ll monitoring 
panels for G20 projects 
NEW DELHI: Delhi's lieutenant 
governor (LG) VK Saxena has 
formed ll monitoring commit 
tees headed by Indian Adminis 
trative Service (LAS) officers to 
Oversee work related to the G20 
Summit in each of the city's 11 
districts, according to docu 
ments seen by HT. 

Hindustan Times 

The Capital is scheduled to 
host the G20 leaders' summit 

from September 9-10, which is 
expected to include the heads of 
states of the world's 20 largest 
economies. A massive exercise is 
underway to tidy up the city, 
with roads being relaid, urban 
greenery being spruced up, and 
civic infrastructure being fixed 
and overhauled. 
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The committees will review 
and address shortcomings in 
these areas, with a focus on 
cleanliness, sanitation, and civic 
utility upkeep. Each committee 
comprises an IAS officer, who 
will be the coordinator, a district 
magistrate (DM), a deputy com 
missioner of police, a deputy 
commissioner of the Municipal 

Corporation of Delhi (MCD) or a 
secretary of the New Delhi 
Municipal Council (NDMC), and 
a chief engineer of the Delhi 
Development Authority (DDA). 
The decision was taken after a 
meeting chaired by the LG on 
Tuesday. The panels were 
directed to submit action-taken 
reports on the Delhi e-monitor 
ing app within 48 hours of the 
order. The coordinators have 
also been asked to submit 
reports every Monday and 
Thursday on the app, after site 
visits, the order issued 
on Wednesday said. 

Special secretary (planning) 
Ravi Dhawan was tasked with 
compiling these reports and sub 
mitting them to the LG and the 
chief secretary every Tuesday 
and Friday. It remains unclear 
what role the elected Aam 
Aadmi Party government will 
play in these committees, given 
the ongoing tussle between the 
LG and the government over 
control of services in the Capital. 
The panels largely comprise IAS 
officers who will be supported 
by DANICS officers. 

Representatives of the Delhi 
government did not respond to 

The panels will review and address shortcomings in various 
aspects of the city's infrastructure. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT 

requests for a comment. 
The order said that the com 

mittees will monitor the cleanli 
ness of roads, footpaths, under 
passes, overbridges, streets, 
parks, public spaces, commer 
cial areas, etc. A number of these 
affairs fall under the Public 
Works Department, an agency 
under the Delhi government, 
and the MCD, Controlled by AAP. 

The committees have to 
check potholes, damaged foot 
paths, green cover, damaged 
central verge, road paints, road 
reflectors, street lights, signages, 
electricity poles, electrical boxes 
on utility y poles, removal of 
weeds, landscaping, police facili 
tation booths, public utilities 
available on that road like public 
toilets, water ATMs, etc. The 
committees will work to get the 
issues fixed in coordination with 
the departments concerned," 

NEW DELHI 
SATURDAY 
JULY 22, 2023 

À second official, who asked 
not to be named, said that prepa 
rations for G20 were going on 
for a long time and the work was 
on track. "The committees have 
been asked to complete tasks by 
July 31. work is being monitored 
every day at the level of the chief 
secretary and the LG. After the 
work is completed by July 31, 
regular maintenance work and 

A senior bureaucrat added 
that the execution of the work is 

done by officers irespective of 
whether the work was being 
monitored by the elected govern 
ment or the LG. "LG has a key 
role to play in the G20 prepara 
tions because the preparations 
involve Delhi Police, NDMC, 
DDA, MCD besides PWD," said 
the oficer. 

All departments have been 
directed to nominate one officer 
not below the rank of executive 
engineer to ensure the compli 
ance of directions. The order 
said that the departments will 
also furnish the details of such 
officers to the LG office and the 
chief secretary's office. 

MCD officials did not respond 
to requests for comment. 

According to the order, the 
IAS officers who will be the coor 
dinates for the committees 
are: Krishna Mohan Uppu for 
Central district, K Mahesh for 
East Delhi, Ravi Dhawan for 
New Delhi, Vikram Singh Malik 
for North Delhi, Dilraj Kaur for 
North East Delhi, Bhupesh 
Chaudhary for North West Delhi, 
Rahul Singh for Shahdara, 
Ashok Kumar for South Delhi, 
Monica Priyadarshini for South 
East Delhi, Himanshu Gupta for 
South West Delhi, CR Garg for 
West Delhi. "Failure to adhere to 
the timeline shall attract disci 
plinary action, including suspen 
sion, against the responsible offi 
cers. LG and chief secretary may 
inspect the progress from time 
to time," the order added. 

said a government official, 
requesting anonymity. 

supervision will continue," the 
official said. 
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G20 prep to be done by July 31, 
committees to monitor work 

WITH THE G-20 Summit a 
month away, the Lieutenant 
Governor's Secretariat has set 
timelines for beautification and 
infrastructure projects and di 
rected departments concerned 
to implement it by July 31. 
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Delhi will be hosting the 
Summit from September 8 to 

10. To strengthen monitoring at 
the ground level, the L-G 
Secretariat also formed moni 

toring committees for eachrev 
enue district to ensure Delhi is 

well prepared to welcome for 
eign delegates. 

Each committee will com 

prise the district magistrate, DCP 
deputy commissioner of MCDor 

NDMC, as the case may be, and 

DDA chiefengineer. Eleven sen 
ior officers, including Excise 
commissioner Krishna Mohan 

Uppu; DOE director Himanshu 

Gupta; Power special secretary 
Ravi Dhawan: and others have 

been made committee coordi 

nators. 
These committees will do a 

gap analysis of shortcomings in 
general cleanliness and sanita 
tion in their jurisdiction 

district along with 
Coordinators. "Monitoring com 
mittees shall update action 

taken reports daily and submita 
PDFto the L-G Secretariat and of 

fice of Chief Secretary, Delhi, on 

the e-monitoring mobile app af-
ter undertaking site visits," read 

the order issued by the 
Secretariat on July 19. 

These decisions were taken 

duringa meeting held on July 18 
under the chairmanship ofL-G 

Vinai Kumar Saxena. During the 
meeting, timelines for key proj 
ects were set and key tasks high 
lighted. These include: 

Sanitation: Overall clean 

ing of roads and markets, to be 

done, no open garbage dumps to 

be found by the roadside, drains 
to be cleaned. 

Horticulture: Pots and 
flower beds to be ready, trees 
and shrubs to be pruned. 

llegal encroachment to 
be removed fromn below fly 
overs/underpasses. 

Waterlogging to be pre 
vented by accessing and fixing 
vulnerable points. Sufficient 
arrangements to be made for 

pumping sets. 
Roads: Repair of potholes, 

streetlights, kerbstones, central 
verge. Removal of hanging 
wires from roads and markets, 

cleaning defaced flyovers, metro 

pillars, subways, toilets, walls. 
Red Fort, Qutub Minar, 

Rajghat, Lotus temple and other 
monuments and its surrounding 
areas and access roads to be 

clean atall times. 
Power:Electrical supply in 

hotels in NDMC area to be 

checked. 
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MCD may modify plan to 
build skyscraper near ITO 

NEW DELHI: The Municipal Cor 
poration of Delhi (MCD) 0s amend 
ing a plan to build Delhi's tallest 
skyscraper on Indraprastha Marg 
in central Delhi in view of objec 

tions raised by various agencies to 
the project, senior municipal offi 
cials said. 

A senior municipal official 
aware of the development said 
that the civic body has also told 
Delhi Development Authority, 
which allocated the land for the 
project to be implemented by the 
erstwhile South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation (SDMC), that it 
intends to keep the land for pursu 
ing the project with suitable 
amendments. 

The South MCD cleared the 
project to develop 145-metre-high 
Atal Bihari Civic Centre, near 
Pragati Maidan in 2017-18, anda 
memorandum of understanding 
was signed between south civic 
body and the National Buildings 
Construction Corporation (NBCC) 
for developing two towers on a 
8.75 acre plot adjacent to the 
Indraprastha DTC bus depot, near 
Pragati Maidan. Then, the 
project's cost was estimated at 
559 crore, and it was to be fin 
ished by 2020. The SDMC planned 
the building as its headquarters. 

Currently, MCD headquarters, 
Civic Centre, on Jawahar Lal 
Nehru Marg is the tallest building 
in the Capital, standing at 101 
metres high with 28 stories. 

However, the project was 
mired in controversy with agen 
cies, including the India Trade 
Promotion Organisation, which 
was redeveloping Pragati Maidan 
in close vicinity, raising objec-
tions. 

DDraPPING SERVICE 

"The primary objection to the 
project was that the building was 
coming up close to the Pragati 
Maidan tunnel, and it would add 
to the congestion on this route. 
Some security challenges also 
flagged safety concerns due to the 
height of the proposed building, 

We have now decided to alter the 
plans. A fresh trafic survey will be 
carried out to assess the impact of 
the project, and the proposed 
height will also be reduced," an 
official overseeing the project said. 

In March 2019, HT reported 
that India Trade Promotion Orga 
nization ((TPO), objected to the 
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Another high-rise for Delhi 
PLANNED FOR 
ERSTWHILE SDMC 
After the trifurcation of the MCD 
in 2012, the North Delhi Municipal 
Corporation was allocated the 
28-storey Civic Centre in central 
Delhi as its headquarters 
The South Delhi Municipal 
Corporation also shifted its 
headquarters to the building, 
which is the tallest in the city, but 
as a tenant 

The East Delhi Municipal 
Corporation got office space in a 
building at Patparganj Industrial 
area 

The SDMC, however, planned to 
build the 33-storey high Atal Civic 
Centre in 2017-18, touted to be the 
tallest building in Delhi, as its 

headquarters 

plan citing its possible adverse 
impact on traffic in the neighbour 
hood. andalso on the2700-crore 
Pragati Maidan redevelopment 
project. ITPO also said that the 
proposed building was planned to 
come up near one end ofa 1.2km 
long tunnel (towards Ring Road) 
between Purana Qila Road and 
Ring Road via Pragati Maidan. 
which was"lifeline" of the Pragati 
Maidan exhibition cum conven 
tion centre. 

Later that year, the Public 
Works Department of the Delhi 
government also flagged objec-
tions to the proposed structure, 
saying that the 38.6-krm-long East 
West corridor starting from 
Anand Vihar will also pass 
through the same site. 

A second official associated 
with the project said that 
MCD may keep fewer public deal 
ing offices in the proposed build 
ing in order to cut congestion in 
the area due to the building. 

PROJECT DETAILS 
The initial 

METRES deadline was 

plot size storeys Estimated cost height, 2 blocks fixed at 2020 
8.75 xN 33 559 

LOCATION: Adjacent to 
the Indraprastha DTC bus 
depot 

SDMC signed a memorandum with the 
National Buildings Construction Corporation 
(NBCC) for developing the project. 

SEVERAL HURDLES 
CHANGE IN LAND USE RWAs opposed the 
land use change from district park to 
ofice sy 
EAST WEST CORRIDOR:PWD said the land 
falls in the route of fits proposed East-West 
corridor 

PRAGATI MAIDAN REDEVELOPMENT PROERE 
ITPO sald the project may cause 
congestion, hit the tunnel road being 
built undermeath Pragati Maidan 
SE1PIRY CONCERNS:Police ralsed 
Concerns over the location as it 
witnesses VIP movement 

The project as seen in 
project report 

"Anew traffic survey will indi 
cate all these points and the 
changes needed to be incorpo 
rated in the plan," the official said. 

CRORE 

A5acre section of the 8.75acre 
plot was earlier earmarked as 
"district park" in the Master Plan 
ofDelhi (2021). However, the land 
use was modified to "government 
(G2)" office space category to 
implement the project. This 
attracted criticism from several 
citizen groups and RWAs who 
objected to the change in land use, 

citing shrinking green space and 
deteriorating air quality in Delhi. 

There was no specific response 
by the MCD to the charge. The 
change in land use was cleared by 
DDA. 

After the civic body was trifur 
cated in 2012, the North Delhi 
Municipal Corporation was allo 
cated the 28-storey Civic Centre as 
its headquarters and the South 
MCD also shifted its headquarters 
to the building, as a tenant. The 

125 

WHAT NOW? 
MCD is amending its plans 
and reducing the height of 
proposed skyscraper in a 
bid to retain the prime 
office space. MCD officials 
say that a fresh traffic 
impact study will be 

carried out 
to include 
measures 
to reduce 

conges 
tion 

East MCD got office space in a 
building at Patparganj Industrial 
area, After the MCD was unified in 
May 2022 all senior headquarter 
level officials shifted their offices 
to the Civic Centre. 

ment. 

In June last year, the civic offi 
cials were planning to hand over 
the land citing financial con 
straints, but MCD has now said 
that it intends to keep the land 
parcel and amend the project 
plan. 

DDA did not respond to 
repeated queries seeking com 

The Public Works Department also flagged objectionsto the pro 
posed structure, saying that the 
East-West corridor starting from 
Anand Vihar will also pass 
through the same site. 

An MCD official said that since 
the plan is being amended, the 
concerns raised by all agencies will be looked into again to 
accommodate their concerns, 
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Saket tree felling: NGT asks 
DDA to act against guilty 

TIMES NEWS NETWORK 

New Delhi: Addressing a case of il 
legal tree felling in Saket, the Natio 
nal Green Tribunal (NGT) has direc 
ted the Delhi Development Authori 
ty (DDA) to identify the ownership 
of land where the felling took place 
and take action against the guilty A 
joint committee had informed the 
NGT that trees were illegally felled 
on the land, where plastic waste 
was also dumped. 

The bench observed that the 

DDA has submitted that the ow 
nership of the land mentioned in 
the complaint could not be identifi 
ed. During the hearing, the NGT 

was informed that, due to a law and 
order problem, the order has not 
been complied with. 

"Delhi Development Authority 
is directed to identify the land and 
ensure to take action against the 
persons who are violators of the 
law and further to calculate the 
compensation/cost of the trees 
and plantation at its 10 times and 
submit a report within twO 
months," said the NGT bench in an 
order passed on July 21. 

A plea filed in the tribunal alle ged that 11 persons have encroa ched upon land behind a graveyard in Saket and that they have cut ne em, babool, peepal and other trees 
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NEW DELHI: The National Green 
Tribunal (NGT) has given the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA) two months to take 
action against the encroach-
ments on a 6-hectare forest 
patch along Press Enclave Marg 
in south Delhi's Saket, accord 
ing to an order dated July 21. 

|Act against encroachers 
at Saket forest, DDA told 

The order said that not only 
have trees been felled, but the 
area was also being used to 
store scrap material and burn 
plastic and other solid waste. 
NGT asked DDA to identify the 
land-owning agency for the 
patch, which does not fall 
under the forest department or 
DDA's jurisdiction. 

"DDA is directed to identify 
the land and ensure action 
against the violators of the law 
and further, to calculate the 
compensation and cost of the 
trees felled and ensure its plan 
tation (by 10 times) and submit 

NEW DELHI 
MONDAY JULY 24, 2023 

NGT ASKED DDA 
TO IDENTIFY THE 
LAND-OWNING 
AGENCY FORa 
THE 6-HECTARE 
FOREST PATCH 
ALONG PRESS 
ENCLAVE MARG 

a report within two months, by 
e-mail," said a bench headed by 
NGT acting chairperson Sheo 
Kumar Singh through the 
order. 

"A report was called fronm 
DDA and in its reply, it has sub 
mitted that the ownership of 
the land mentioned in the com 
plaint could not be identified," 
the order added. .) 

----DATED 

NGT had in May 2022 formed 
a joint committee comprising 
the Delhi Pollution Control 
Committee, the Municipal Cor 
poration of Delhi, and the forest 
and wildlife department, asking 

them to look into a plea by a 
Delhi resident who alleged ille 
gal felling of trees in this patch, 
along with encroachments. 

The department, in a submis 
sion to NGT in April, had said 
that it found encroachments in 
the patch. The report submitted 
said it found plastic and scrap 
material were being dumped in 
the open. "Some jhuggis were 
present near the Kadeem Zari 
Muslim Eidgah in Hauz Rani 
village. The survey found that 
scrap material shops were 
being operated by the people 
living in these jhuggis," the 
report said. 

In another submission made 
by DDA to NGT on July 20, it 
said it. found at least l1 people 
had encroached on the land 
behind the cemetery in the 
area. 

Sonya Ghosh, an activist, said 
agencies need to ensure regular 
inspection within the ridge, 
with several patches being used 
to illegally dump waste. 
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1. DSR Surveys Pvt. Ltd. 

PUBLIC NOTICE 

-DATED 

PM-UDAY CELL 

The Delhi Development Authority has empanelled the following 5 GIS 
agencies under PM-UDAY (Pradhan Mantri-Unauthorized Colonies in Delhi 
Awas Adhikar Yojana) Scheme to prepare and issue Geo-coordinates & Key 
plan of the properties/plots in the 1,731 unauthorised colonies of Delhi. 

3. Rajputana Consultants (P)Ltd. 
4. Sidhu Survey Service 

@oficial dda y íet 

5. SKPProjects Pt. Ltd. 
The detailed information about the above GIS agencies are available at the 

following ink i.e. https:/dda.gov.In/sitesldefaulvflles/pmuday/gis 
agencies_detalls02062023.pdf Sd/ 

Commissloner (PM-UDAY) 
Follow us on @ddaofficial @oficial_dda @official dda@official _dda 
Please Visit DDA's website at www.dda.gov.in or Dial Toll Free No. 1800110332 
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When the river rOSe 
Life came toa halt in several parts of Delhi as the Samuna river, whbich was lowing at an all-time high, inundated many areas ol the cly. Asa Dutta and Nikhil M. Babu enort on 
how encachments as well s oficial developental works continue to take place along the river despite warnings by the National Green Tn 

in phuggis (huts) on the floodplains of the river, 

verv da, during the monsoon seaSon. 
Rakhi kumari, I8, checks the water le 
vels ot thc Vamuna iver near her house 
in Delhi. Her family of five, which lives 

DRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

hn the nnonsoon y already 
well under way, Rakhi took a 20 minute walk 
from her house to the riverside to check if the wa 
ter level had crossed the danger mark. "The 
monsoon season is always alarming for us," said 
Rakhi, who runs a vocational unit in the area and 
teaches chldren how to stitch clothes. "Every 

have made marks on troo on on the ror bod Thie 
helps us decide when to pick up our belongings 
and take them to an elevated area" 

The Yanuna tloodplains span nearly 10,000 
hectares of land. They are cleaved by the river, 
which tlows for 54 kilometres across Delhi. The 
silt deposited by the Yamuna, the longest tribu 

ban agriculurl many khadars 

ople 

enriches the soil and fosters crop production. 
On that dav, Rakhi saw the water level rise, but 

was relieved to find that it had not crossed the 
danger mark. However, on July 11, she and her 
neighbours began to panic as rains lashed the ci 
ty and thev found themselves in knee-deep water 
ine jE3S had never Deen 

released from the Hathnikund barrage, it usualy 
enters our homes and is ankle-deep. But this 
time, we found ourselves knee-deep in water. 
Soon, our houses were completely submerged," 
Rakhi said while feeding her family's only re 
maining buffalo. 

Rakhi's. It 

e huffaloes had drowned and two, 
were vet to be traced. Rakhi and her family were 
forced to move to a make-shift tent on a flyover 
near a metro station. The government has set up 
some tents on Pusta Road, while other tents have 
been put up by the residents of Yamuna Khadar. 

Delhi saw the highest 24-hour rainfall in 41 
years for the month of July on July 9 (153 mm). 

and reached a peak on July 13, the city received 
only scattered rainfall. The spate of the Yamuna 
was due to heavy rainfall in Himachal Pradesh 
and other upper reaches, which are upstream of 
Delhi. While the government established relief 
camps in various areas, not all flood-affected pe 

E eCete in north India received record 

rainfall in July. According to the India Meteoro 
logical Department (MD), north-west India expe 
rienced 59% excess rainfall than what is normal 
in the first fortnight of July. This occurred due to 
active monsoon conditions and a passing West 
ern Disturbance' or an extratropical storm origi 
naang ucenta sid Loce 
property, leaving some areas paralysed for days. 

On July 10, Delhi Chief Minister Arvind Kejriwal 
said that taking into account various predictions 
by experts, a substantial increase in the water le 
vels or ue Tamune asy 

continued to rise to an all-time high on July 13. 
The Delhi Police asked the residents of Yamu 

na Khadar, and those in other areas along the riv 
er bank, to move to safer places. But many stayed 
back, fearing loss of property and catle. 

esult 

Srinivas Saik, 35, was one of them. As his 
house flooded, he asked his wife and children to 

knows that once vou leave vour jhuggi vOu lose 

it," he said. "And the Delhi Development Author 
ity (DDA) anyway wants us to go. 

was 

Srinivas took his buffaloes and moved to 
nearby stretch on higher ground for four days. 
From there, he kept an eye on his jhuggi, which 
was fast disappearing under the rising muddy 

farmer whose fathor 
ago from Uttar Pradesh. 

inun 
He was forced to move again. 

Bereft of his possessions, Srinivas sat on 
highway, mournfully staring at the plains that 
were once the source of his livelihood. "First the 

erratic rains partially destroyed our crops. Now, 
the floods have completely destroyed them. How 
are we supposed to make ends meet?" he said. 

His neighbour, Rahul Kumar, rued that all ne 

g harvested. "For the next 4-5 months, there 
will be no harvest and no earnings," he said. 

Srinivas and Rahul are among the many who 
have leased land on the floodplains for cultiva 
tion. However, despite the losses, they will have 
to pay rent, said Srinivas. "The owners will de 
mand the lease instalments and will also take any 
compensation that comes from the government. 

nytng. lame Grated to Delbi decades migrated 

The magnitude of the floods in Delhi is 
prompting khadar settlers to rethink their tradi 
tional practice of farming in the floodplains. " 
floods of this magnitude keep happening, we will 
have to move back to our home towns or find 

work in another city." said Rahul. 

Torrential rains d, Sanigh possibility. 

pected to take place more often, they said. The 
ongoing spell of extremely heavy rains is due to 
the alignment of three weather systems," said 
Mahesh Palawat, vice president, Meteorology 
and Climate Change, Skymet Weather. "One, the 
Western Disturbance over the Western Hima 

LIBRARY 
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Water from the Yamuna enters Vikas Marg in New Delhi following the release of water from the Hathnikund barrage. RV MOORTHY 

If floods of 
this 

magnitude 
keep 
happening. 
we will have 
to move 

back to our 
home towns 
or find work 
in another 
cit 

RAHUL 
KUMAR 
Farmer 

culation th 
heto laine And hro theAvie of 

Monsoon trough running across Indo-Gangetic 
plains. This a giant belt of low pressure located in 
the east-west direction from north-west Rajas 
than till the Bay of Bengal. Its movement in 
fluences the quantity of rainfall in monsoon." 

"This alignment is not happening for the first 
However. global warming-led changes in on: 
soon patterns have made a difference. There has 
been a constant rise in both land and sea temper 
atures, which has increased the capacity of the 
air to hold moisture for a longer time. Thus, the 
role of climate change in the increasing extreme 

Encroachments on the floodplains 
The journey of the Yamuna through Delhi is un 
even. The width of the river can range from 800 
metres to 3 km at various stretches. Experts have 
been saying for decades that the floodplains 
should be free of encroachments and large setle 

h 1079g onde in Delbi the higgest 
the city before 2023, a Yamuna Standing Com 
mittee had recommended in 1979 that the "mini 
mum spacing between future embankments on 
the banks of the river Yamuna be 5 km and the 
embankment aligned at a minimum distance of 
at least 600 m from the 'active river edge' at the 
time of construction of embankments. 
National Green TiOnsttuted by the 

"unfortunately" the decision had not been fol 
lowed and the maximum distance between the 
two embankments of the river was less than 
km. As a result, "the floodwater-carrying capaci 
ty of the river had been greatly compromised." 
Delhi saw substantial floods in 2010 and 2013 and 
ns, he committee warned, pointed to a "grow 

me 

Nine years later, the Yarmuna has flooded Del 
hi again. This time, the flood waters reached the 
highest-ever recorded level (208.66 m), inundat: 
ing houses and arterial roads, and forcing thou 
sands to move to relief camps. 

"The current situation of the Yamuna flood 
plains is worse than 2014, when the report high 
ignted the Issue. More illegal encroachments on 
flow and for the water to nereatver to 

sain, professor emeritus of the Department of Ci 
vil Engineering, Indian Institute of Technology 
(IT) Delhi, and a member of a Principal Commit 
tee appointed by the NGT 

In 1987, a study by the Central Water and Pow 

The flood-affected people of Yamuna Khadar await food at a relief camp in Mavur Vihar in East Delhi. SHN KUMAR PUSHPAKAR 

r Research Station, Pune, warned that a reduc 
tion in the channel width, and construction of 
guide bunds on the floodplains, would increase 
the hazard of flooding on both sides of the river. 
In the years since, nearly 14 bridges have been During the floods, the release of water from Hath 

constructed between the city's Wazirabad and nikund barrage in Haryana, which is upstreamo 
Okhla barrages. These contribute to the city sDer in Delbi and the BIP. which 
flooding woes, said experts. judgment in a case filed 

by Manoj Mishra, a former lndian Forest Service 
oficer, the NGT formed the Maily Se Nirmal Ya 
muna Revitalization Plan, 2017, to clean the Ya After the Yamuna enters Delhi at Palla, it flows 
muna and restore the floodplains by March 31, through Wazirabad to reach ITO, located at the 
2017. The judgment warned of "grave environ- heart of the city, before exiting from the Okhla bar 

"The current situation is worse than in 2014. 
when the NGT Committee report highlighted 
0ssues with the Yamuna floodplains 
A.K. GOSAIN 
Professor emeritus, Department of Civil Engineenng. iIT Delhi 

Eight years later, official documents show that 
this is yet to be done. "Nobody is interested. The 
DDA knows that if these structures are identified, 
they will have to take further action and even de 
molish these encroachments," Gosain said. 

Apart from illegal encroacnnents, 

ham Temple, the Commonwealth Games Village, 
the Yamuna Bank Metro Station, and the Delhi 
Secretariat are built on the Yamuna floodplains. 

The 2015 judgment had also directed the DDA, 
which is under the Central government, to phys 
ically demarcate the loodplains and prohibit 
construction activities in the demarcated region. 
"But when the Principal Committee visited t 

demarcation was 
oopar Gosain said. 

son said. But the DDA did not respond to specitic 
questions on the other issues. 

ar that there cannot be any con-
struction unless it is extremely important and 
that too done after careful scrutiny." said Gosain. 

A.K. lain, ormer commissioner (Planning) of 
the DDA, also said that allowing construction in 
Zone O-ll would be dangerous. When asked why 
encroachments still happen in floodplains, he 
said, "There is political pressure and authorities 
are not autonomous. 

A political flashpoint 

governs Haryana. The water level of the Yarnuna in 

Delhi depends heavily on the amount of water that 
is released from barrage 

vernment has alleged that five of the 32 gates of the 
barrage were "stuck," which caused the flooding in 
parts of Delhi. 

Haryana government representatives said that 
the "required number of gates" were opened to 
their maximum limit for safe discharge of floodwa 
ter. Even the highest discharge passed without any 
hindrance, they said. Bhim Singh pointed out that 
ween Hathniund in Harvana and Old Railway 
Bridge in Delhi, the Yamuna waters breached the 
Highest Flood Level only in Delhi, which "showed 
that the problem lay in Delhi. 

While the floodplain dwellers are used to mov 
ing into tents during the monsoon, those living in 
the residential parts of the city which abut the Ya 
muna were taken by surprise. Sandhya Raman, 

ors she had never seen the area become 
looded. "From my first-loor balconyl could see 
many cars 'swimming' on the main road," she said. 
Her family of four moved to a relative's place in De 
fence Colony for the next four days as electricity 
was cut off as a precautionary measure. 

so 

Even before the Yamuna flooded the city, there 
was heavy urban flooding due to rains on July 9. 

Currenrly. if there ere is aboutr 100 mm ornl 
hours, even if the Yamuna flows at normal levels. 
the city goes under water. Due to urban flooding 
in July 2020, a driver, 56, died in a waterlogged 
stretch under Minto Bridge in the heart of the city 
Similarly, in July 2021, a 27-year-old drowned ina 
waterlogged underpass in Pul Prahladpur. 

As per the DDA's Master Plan 2021, the flood-
plains are termed as Zone 0'. But in the Draft 
Master Plan 2041. the floodplains have been di-
vided into Zone O-l and O-l. While no construc-
tion would be permitted in Zone O-l or the 'river 
zone' (6,295 ha), regulated development will be On June 10, Kejriwal said that Delhi's system is 

allowed in Zone O-ll (G,bsO.netetion in the 
ha) not designed to handle "unprecedented" rainfall. 

master plan. madein l026e cy's drainage. 
the city was only about 60 lakh S 

population has increased abour four times, but a 
new drainage master plan is yet to be tinalised and 
implemented by the Delh1 government. 

In 2011, the Delhi government signed a Memo 
randum of Understanding with IT Delhi for a 
Drainage Master Plan to fhnd a solution to water: 

logging. Though UT Delhi submitted the inal drat 
ote bein government in 2018, a technical expert 

cept it. So rho De government not to ac: 
B to get it 

done by private players and has tloated tenders, 
but it has not made much headway 

nd the landS of politi 

Ceciuerfront development project of the 
DDA includes pavements and permanent struc 
tures on the floodplains. "When we visited one of 
the river development sites, there were perma 
nent constructions coming up on the riverfront. 
This will reduce the absorption capacity of the 
soil and reduce the area for the river to flow. And 
because of that, when the water level increases. 
the river will reclaim s atual ow a , SouthI 
Asia Networks on Dams, Rivers and People. 

"Whenever it comes to our notice that there is 
encroachment, it is removed," a DDA spokesper 

Nishtha Gautam, a resident of Civil Lines, 
moved to a hotel when her area got flooded. Aware 
of the possibility of the increasing frequency and 
magnitude of flooding in the area, Nishtha said that 
she was pondering a big decision. "Given Delli's 

quality and its susceptibility to such calamities, 
unking of movng back to my hometown 

near Mathura." she 

With puts trom luvb Aosh 

Magnitude of floods 

weather events in India has been strengthening 
with each passing year," he explained. 

mental disasters". The NGT constituted a Princi-rage. The lTo barrage, though located in Delhi, is 
pal Commitee o eyadhichof 

them ought to be demolished. 

should thney one 0-11? The 2015 
judgment lalns by er 
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