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‘Delineation of Zone O will 0 
Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The Delhi Deve- 
lopment Authority (DDA) has 
proposed ‘regulated develop- ' 
ment’ on partof Zone O in the 
draft Master Plan 2041, but ex- 
perts have suggested it may ne- 
ed to reconsider its decision to 
delineate the Yamuna in view 
of therecent floods. 

While DDA officialsargue 
that delineation is crucial to 
ensure no further illegal de- 
velopment happens on the 
floodplains, experts claim 
the exercise would lead to ex- 
tension in unauthorised 
construction. Theproblem of 
flooding, they warn, could in- 
tensify in the colonies every 
time there’s heavy rain. 

As per Master Plan 2021, 
Zone O comprises the entire 
floodplain along the 22km- 
long stretch of the Yamuna 
falling in Delhi — from Wazi- 
rabad to Palla — spread over 
10,000 hectares. 

Inits draft Master Plan 2041, 
DDA has divided Zone O into 

' Zone O-l and Zone O-IL. While 
Sea 

ted in Zone O.-I, or the ‘river zo- 

ne’, regulated development will 
be allowed in Zone O.II. 

According to A K Jain, for- 
mer planning commissioner, 
DDA, it’s “not too late” tomake 
tweaks. “The master plan is in 
draft stage, so changes can be 
done easily. In fact, Section 1A 
of DDA Act permits changes 
in approved master plan, if ne- 
cessary. The floodplain should 

not be compromised, even if it 
means shifting some coloni- 
es,” he said. 

A senior DDA official, ho- 
wever, claimed the draft mas- 
ter plan has nothing much to 

do with flooding on the river 
banks, which, he said, happe- 
ned “due to multiple issues”. 

“Also, we have done not- 
hing new in the draft master 
plan except identify floodpla- 
ins based on flooding in the 
past 25 years. The core area 
has been defined as ‘river zo- 
ne’ andthe other wherenoflo- 
oding happened in 25 years is 
considered ‘regulated zone’.” 

A total of 76 unauthorised 
colonies are in this zone, but 
residents have been unable to 
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getownership rights for their 
properties under the Prad- 
han Mantri —- Unauthorised 
Colonies in Delhi Awas Adhi- 
kar Yojana (PM-UDAY). Colo- 
nies imiaitpur0 OkhlaandKa-_ 

rawal Nagar, all under Zone 
O-II, were inundated after the 
heavy rains. 

“Currently, there isnocivic 
infrastructure in colonies fal- 
ling in Zone O-II. These have 
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come up over a period of time 
and have lakhs of residents, so 
shifting them is impossible. 
Delineation would help in furt- 
her laying drainage and sewe- 
rage infrastructure in the 

unauthorised colonies and en- 
suring there is no flooding in 
the future even if Yamuna le- 
vels rise,” said the official. 

According to Faiyaz 
Khudsar, an environmenta- 
list and programme in-char- 
ge of Yamuna Biodiversity 
Park, the floodplain has its 
own ecological character and 
should be left the way it is. 

“This year witnessed re- 
cord-breaking flooding in the 

city. Itwasalesson for us thatri- 
vers can reclaim their bounda- 
ries anytime and we shouldn’t 
allow construction on floodpla- 

ins,” said another expert. 
The river zone is spread 

over 6,295 hectares while the 
regulated riverfront is 3,638 
hectares in size. The master 
plan draft states there should 
be flood checks once every 25 
years in the interest of ecology, 
biodiversity and the river flow. 

In September 2019, NGT 
had asked DDA to complete 

the process of demadrcating 
the Yamuna floodplains and 
install fencing and CCTV ca- 
meras to protect it from encro- ‘ 

IIT-Delhi, based on the maxi- 
mum water levels observed in 
2011 at various locations, have 
been used for demarcation. 

Experts, however, raised 
concerns, “After IIT’s study 
in 2014, NGT directed DDA to 
vacate areas where flooding 
happened and ensure no new 
development took place. But 

nothing much happened on 
the ground. Narrowing theri- 
ver boundaries, regulating 
unauthorised colonies and 
making embankments will 
have their own implica- 
tions,” said A K Gosain, eme- 
ritus professor, IIT-D. 

Jain said flood checks sho- 
uld be done for 100 years to mi- 
nimise chances of disaster. 
“Ring Road was constructed 
after doing flood checks for 50 
years, but in 1978 and now in 
2023, severe waterlogging has 
been reported,” he pointed out. 

DDA Officials said a time- 
frame of 25 years was adop- 
ted on the recommendation 
of an expert committee for- 
med by NGT and a deadline 
over that is taken in “extraor- 

nly compound flooding: Experts 

achment. Maps prepared by dinarycircumstances”. 
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