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{ MAAFI, INSAF BAGHS } DELHI HC'S ‘GREEN JUDGE’ RETIRES 

RichaBanka 

richa banka@htlive.com 

NEW DELHI: Nestled in the ver- 
dant expanse of the ridge in Delhi 
two unique parks themed on 
atonement and justice — their 
lush greenery built not by admin- 
istrative fiat or citizen activism, 
but a set of remarkable court 
orders that devised a novel way 
for errant residents to signal their 
penance: planting trees. 

Spanning 250 acres, the first of 
these parks — Maafi Bagh or 
atonement park —is housed deep 
inside the heart of the dense 
southern ridge forest. The second 
— Insaaf Bagh or justice park — 
stands in the central ridge area 
that serves as the green lungs to 
the most select enclaves of the 
national capital. 

Tying these two peaceful, if 
somewhat disparate spaces that 
now play host to myriad birds, 
butterflies and tourists, is a Delhi 
high court judge, justice | Najmi 
Waziri, who started liti- 
gants to plant trees as a sign of 
penance five years ago. 

Waziri, who passed 150 such 
judgments asking various peti- 
tioners to plant 3.7 lakh trees over 
five years, retired from the high 
court on Friday. 

“Tt seemed like a more prudent 
way of utilising people's time and 
money than by sending the costs 
imposed on parties into various 
funds, where they may lie unutil- 
ised for decades to come,” justice 
Waziri said in his farewell 
address. 

In 2018, the judge was hearing 
a plea to quash an FIR against a 
man booked on charges of 
attempt to commit culpable hom- 
icide, Although the matter had 
been settled amicably between 
the parties, the court gave the 

  

The Maafi Bagh (left) and ‘asl sek owe their creation to. sites Najmi Waziri (inset). SANCHIT KHANNA/HT 

these pockets. Maafi Bagh now is 
home to 28,000 trees while Insaaf 
Bagh has 66,000 — most of them 
mango, jamun and Gullar. 

petitioner an opportunity to make 
amends, 

Asa result, both the complain- 
ant and the petitioner were 
directed to help the forest depart- 
ment in the maintenance of the 
forest area in Delhi's Southern 
Ridge for two weeks, and to plant 
300 trees in that period. 

Over time, the initiative trans- 
formed both the central ridge — 
located near Karol Bagh and 
spread over 864 hectares — and 
the southern ridge — the biggest 
section of the Delhi ridge and 
spread over 6,200 hectares. 

The judge roped in the various 
governmental agencies, including 
the forest department, the Munic- 
ipal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) 
and the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA), to undertake 
such drives across the city. The 
directions prioritised not only the 
immediate task of planting trees 
but also the importance of nur- 

turing and protecting them in the 
long run. 

In at least 100 cases, Waziri’s 
court directed a specific number 
of trees to be planted in each of 

‘Regret and atonement’ 
Cradled in the forests near the 
Asola Bhati Mines, Maafi Bagh is 
10km from the entrance of the 
southern ridge from the office of 
the Deputy Conservator of Forest, 
South Zone. Visitors can only 
reach the park through e-rick- 
shaws deployed by the adminis- 
tration, or personal vehicles. A 
large board painted green and red 
welcomes visitors. 

“Maafi Bagh is a personifica- 
tion of the sense of regret and 
atonement which is inherent in 
quashing petitions. Sometimes 
seeking atonement for one’s 
wrong brings peace and to some 
degree, a closure for the individ- 
ual. It also lends to the whole- 
some integration of people in 
society, Maafi is an atonement, is 
a value which needs to be reiter- 
ated and practised,” it reads, the 
words quoting justice Waziri's 
2018 order that set up the park. 
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As one walks inside, neat rows 
of trees greet the visitor, sepa- 
rated by small water bodies, with 
birds chirping and butterflies 
wafting nearby. Nilgais and mon- 
keys often amble about, as does 
the occasional leopard, thanks to 
the park abutting the Aravalli 
Ranges, say officials. 

In most parks, trees are 
labelled and have boards next to 
them describing the species. In 
both Insaaf and Maafi Bagh, how- 
ever, a red coloured board affixed 
nearby announces the title of the 
cases and their serial numbers, 
along with the number of trees 
planted in that case. 

After the court ordered a par- 
ticular litigant to plant trees, offi- 
cials of the Delhi government's 
forest department collected the 
cash and preferred planting trees 
in the monsoon. 

“We generally collect the 
money ina bankaccount created 
by the court. We collect the funds 
throughout the year, and prefer to 
have the plantation in the mon- 
soon season because the chances 
of the survival of the plants grows. 
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Plantation can't be done through- 

out the year, like for example win- 
ters,” said Mandeep Mittal, dep- 
uty conservator of forest, south. 

The park stands on land that 
was encroached upon by farm- 
house owners and local residents 
who built shanties; but the plot 
was cleared after the high court 
order in 2018, 

A green legacy that began with the gavel 

‘The need for justice’ 
In contrast to the far-flung 
Bagh, Insaaf Bagh stands in the 
heart of the Capital. To reach it, 
one has to enter through Gate 
no-2 of Buddha Jayanti Park in 
the central ridge area. But visitors 
are not allowed here in the hopes 
of making the green cover thick. 
Here too, a board explains to the 
visitor the logic behind the park. 
“Justice or insaaf was the glue 
that binds a society together and 
preservation of the environment 
and protection of trees and ecol- 
ogy is the duty of each individual. 
The creation of Insaaf Bagh is a 
constant reminder of the need for 
justice in all our affairs,” read the 
golden words of justice Waziri, 
engraved on a marble plaque. 

Officials say the land earlier lay 
barren, bundles of dried twigs 
standing testament to the lack of 
life in the soil, before justice 
Waziri ordered the place cleaned 
in 2018. Justice Waziri’s planta- 
tion drive continued till his final 
weeks on the bench. In June this 
year, he ordered the utilisation of 
a 80 lakh fine for increasing the 
green cover of the city. 

“Justice Waziri touched the 
lives of many people. His empathy 
towards trees was reflected in 
each and every order that was dic- 
tated in open court,” said advo- 
cate Aditya Narayan Prasad, who 
worked closely with him for the 
protection of the trees in the city.
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‘Focus on compromised = seas see aaa ator 
suggest experts O zone, 

Kushagra.Dixit@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: Encroachments in 
several catchment and low-ly- 
ingareasof thecity have worse- 
ned the impact of the urban flo- 
od in Delhi, affecting the lives 
of especially those residing in 
the flood-prone O zone where 
construction is not allowed by 

has resulted in a flood-like situ- 
ation in several areas of east 
and northeast Delhi like Okhla 
and Karawal Nagar. 

According to Prof CR Babu, 
head of Centre for Environmen- 
tal Management of Degraded 
Ecosystems who had also hea- 
ded a National Green Tribunal 
(NGT)-appointed committee to 

Mi ese 

One of 15 zones of the Yamuna and its riverfront has been 
designated as 0-Zone 

>» It has ecological significance 
> Should be a no-construction 

zone, but vastly encroached upon     
> Spread over 9,700 

as per 
Master Plan 2001 

> Stretches from Wazirabad 
to Okhia Barrage, including 

| 

» As of 2010, unauthorised 
colonies and JJ clusters 
have encroached upon oe 
atleast 980hectares; [Ree 
transportation-related 
construction over 340 hectares 

>» Over 140 illegal colonies 

>» Over 3,000 hectares 
proposed to be notified as 
inactive floodplain to 
regularise colonies like [ijpas 
Shaheen Bagh, Batla ~~~ 

  

     

  

   

areas around Delhi Secretariat, 
Samadhi complex, DMRC 

depots, Sports Complex,etc 
> 62.2 hectares 

—~ like Madanpur Khadar 
resettlement colony and 
Commonwealth Games Village 

an 

    

      
House, parts of Okhla, etc 
» Several villages like Jaitpur, 
Mithapur, Wazirabad, Badarpur 
Khadar, Jagatpur, etc, on 
O-zone are now expanding 

  

  

Delhi Development Authority. 
Experts suggest that the 

swollen Yamuna is reclaiming 
its area by spreading through 
these catchments, where seve- 
ral small ponds, bogs ete could 

have countered the consequen- 
ces of the flood, but have been 

_ occupied and built over. This 

study Ozonein thecity, thereisa 
need to takea relook. 

“There had been a DDA 
plan to refine the O zone recent- 
ly by including some of the ir- 
regularised colonies falling un- 
der the area... Our expert com- 

mittee found several built-up 
structures in the areas prone to 

heavy flood. They needed to be 
removed, which was very diffi- 
cult,” said Babu, adding that it 
was Uecided that no construc- 
tion would be allowed in an 
area that had seen “a worse flo- 
od” in the past 25 years. “Howe- 
ver, not much was done in this 
regard. Now that the city has 
seen a worse flood than 1978, 
there is a need to relook the 
matter,” said Babu. 

“Ideally, there should be no 
activity in such areas and they 
need to be regulated. This me- 
ans construction should only 
be allowed after a permission 
from NGT. But that did not hap- 
pen and the settlement has in- 

_ ereased,” headded. 
According to former DDA 

commissioner AK Jain, this co- 
uld just be a prelude to amuch 
worse flood in future. “O zone 
roughly covers about 10,000 
hectares where no construc- 
tion must be allowed. But right 
from the1962 master plan, some 
areas were legalised, including 
Delhi Secretariat, Rajghat, po- 
wer stations, Ring Road,” said 

Jain. The practice continued 
and from time to time there was 
pressure to regularise unaut- 
horised colonies, he added. 

In the draft master plan 2041, 
Jain said, around 3,500 hectares 
of Ozoneisdefinedasregulated 
or inactive riverfront because 
of existing construction. 

He pointed out that due to 
the construction, the capacity 
to retain floodwater is very low. 
“About 40% of O zone is lost, so 
water is entering the areas out- 
side O zone. The extent of floo- 
ding would be even more in ti- 
metocome,” warned Jain, 
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Officials claim delay | 
in flood committee 
meeting, AAP denies 
ee ee ee ee as 

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE 
NEW DELHI, JULY 16 

  

AMID A war of words between 
bureaucrats and ministers of 
the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) 
government, officials in the of- 
fice of Lt-Governor VK Saxena 
said a meeting of the Apex 
Committee on flood prepara- 
tion, headed by Chief Minister 
Arvind Kejriwal, has not been 
held in the last two years. 

The Delhi government, 
however, said that a meeting to 
discuss preparations was held 
in May and was attended by 
representatives of different de- 
partments. 

The Apex Committee com- 
prises all ministers, Delhi MPs, 
four MLAs, the Chief Secretary, 
representatives from the 
Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA), GOC-Indian Army, and 
members of the Central Water 
Commission (CWC). It looks at 
projections and also ensures co- 
ordination between depart- 
ments. 

“The CM did not call the 
meeting despite the revenue 
department asking that it be 
held in June. The file that was 
routed to the CM via Revenue 
minister Atishi was returned 
to her with instructions to her 
to convene a meeting,” an offi- 
cial said. 

Officials said the Divisional 
Commissioner was asked to 
hold a short meeting in her 
conference room with the 
principal secretary (irrigation 
and flood control), District 

Magistrate (East) and other of- 
ficials. 

“The Chief Secretary, police 
commissioner, MCD commis- 
sioner and CEO of Delhi Jal 
Board were not part of the 
meeting. A meeting took place 
on July 6 where main stake- 
holders were not present,” the 
Official quoted above said. 

The AAP government, how- 
ever, stated that it had started 
preparing for the floods right 
from May. “On May 9, Irrigation 
and Flood Control Minister 
Saurabh Bharadwaj and PWD 
Minister Atishi jointly chaired 
a meeting where all depart- 
ments including PWD, MCD, 
I&FC, DJB, DDA & NDMC were 
present and preparations for 
floods and waterlogging were 
reviewed. After that, regular in- 
terdepartmental meetings 
have been happening to iron 
out any issues regarding floods 
and waterlogging. The Chief 
Minister has been monitoring 
the situation as well. The Flood 
Control Order was issued as per 
the due process, keeping 
Delhi's historical data in mind,” 
the Delhi government said ina 
statement. 

On Saturday, divisional com- 
missioner Ashwani Kumar had 
hit out at Delhi government 
ministers who alleged that their 
pleas to officers to involve engi- 
neering teams of the National 
Disaster Response Force and the 
Army in flood operations fell 
on deaf ears, 

The messages of the minis- 
ters were responded to, Kumar 
said at a press conference. 
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Plantation drives along Yamuna halted, 
Delhi govt to assess damage to saplings 
  

Jasjeev Gandhiok 

jasjeev.gandhiok@hindustantimes com 

NEW DELHI: The plantations of 
, Saplings carried out by Delhi's 

greening agencies along the 
Yamuna floodplains last winter 
are likely all damaged after get- 
ting inundated by floodwater, 
officials aware of the matter said 
on Sunday, adding that the forest 
and wildlife department will 
carry out an assessment soon. 

The Delhi government's 
weekly Van Mahotsav plantation 
drive for this Sunday, which was 
to take place along the Yamuna 
floodplains at Garhi Mandu, was 
also cancelled, with officials say- 
ing that similar events along the 

  

The weekly Van Mahotsav plantation drive was to take place 
along the Yamuna floodplains, 

plantation done in the winter 
months last year, as part of last 
year’s annual targets, are likely 

SANJEEV VERMA/ HT PHOTO 

the past several decades and so 
the plantation at Usmanpur was 
done keeping historical levels in 
mind, Even they are unlikely to 
survive,” the official said. 

The Van Mahotsav drives 
scheduled at Rewla Khanpur, 
Bhati mines, and at Delhi Uni- 
versity Polo Ground are likely to 
go. ahead, but the event sched- 
uled near the Yamuna Bank 

Metro station is likely to be can- 
celled, the official said. i 

“At present, plantation is still 
being done across Delhi and that 
work is yet to stop. Only in six 
affected districts along the 
Yamuna is plantation at risk and 
therefore, the plantation event at 
the Yamuna Bank Metro station 
may also not happen,” the offi- 
cial said. 

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist at 
the Yamuna Biodiversity Park 
(YBP) and scientist-in-charge of 
the Biodiversity Parks Pro- 
gramme of the DDA, said certain 
species planted can:still survive, 
granted they are native and are 
planted in the correct zone. “The 
river is not simply the main 
channel, but also has a riparian 
zone, an active floodplain... All 
zones of a river have ecological 
integrity to make a river as func- 
tional ecosystem,” said Khudsar. 

The Delhi governement did 
not respond to queries seeking 

river were unlikely to be held _ to have suffered damage and itis 
this season. unlikely they survived,” said a 

“We were to startthe summer _ senior forest department official, 
plantation from GarhiManduon declining to be named. 
Sunday as part of the Van Another area where saplings 
Mahotsav drive, but this was could be damaged and are 
cancelled as the area saw wide- _ unlikely to survive is Usmanpur. 
spread damage from floods. The | “We have not seen such levels in 

= oe = a -_ 

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 

New Delhi: The PWD and the MCD on 
Sunday said they were on an intensive 
cleaning drive that involved pumping 
out water from roads, clearing silt and 
sludge left behind by the Yamuna waters 
and fogging to sanitise neighbourhoods. 

APWDofficial said about 50 pumps, 

in addition to permanent ones, and 50 
truck-mounted pumps worked non- 
stop to clear water from various stret- 
ches in the last 3-4 days. 

“Our first target was to clear the flo- 
od water and carry outa sanitation ope- 

ration. Except for areas like Rajghat, 
Nili Chhatri underpass and IP Marg 
(ITO), we have managed to pump out 
water from all crucial roads. At IP 
Marg, we expect to clear the water by 
Sunday late night,” said an official. 

Regarding complaints that Bela Ro- 
ad and Civil Lines were under sludge, 
the official said those stretches would 
be taken upon Monday. 

PWD minister Atishi on Sunday in- 
spected sections of the Ring Road and is- 
sued directions to officials for swiftremo- 
val of the water She directed officials to 
work round the clock to drain out water 

comment. 

2 2 ee 

“THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 

MONDAY, JULY 17, 2023 

Mop-up: PWD, MCD pump out water, ; Clea sludge 

  

eee Chaitopacbyay    
  

All zones have been directed to attend to complaints of waterlogging, officials say 

from Ring Road at Chandgiram Akhada, 

Monastery Market, Nigambodh Ghat, 
Hanuman Mandir, Shantivan, Rajghat, 

TTO and Sachivalaya Road. 
MCD staff removed silt from Majnu 

Ka Tila, Bhairon Marg, Outram Lane, 
Mukherjee Nagar, Kashmere Gate, Tai- 
moor Nagar and its drain, Hafiz Nagar, 

Moolchand Basti, Pusta Road, Madanpur 

Khadar and some other areas. 
“We reached out to affected colonies. 

We covered all lanes in Hakikat Nagar 

Super-sucker machines were used to de- 
congest drains in Kingsway Camp and to 
clean DDA SFS Flat sump-wells in Muk- 
herjee Nagar,” an official said. The staff 

also desilted major drains. 
“Opposite to the WHO building, 

we deployed six jetting-cum-suction 

machines and one super-sucker to re- 
move water after opening manholes/ 
RCC slabs. Jetting-cum-suction ma- 
chine and personnel were deployed to 
clear water from in and around the IP 
complex too,” the MCD said. 

Many unauthorised colonies are 
still waterlogged. All zones have been 
directed to attend to complaints of 
waterlogging, officials said. 

The MCD has installed pumps in 
Rajghat to remove water from the 

samadhisthal. 
It also lifted over 300 tonnes of silt 

from the Taimoor Nagar drain on 

Sunday. The MCD veterinary depart- 
ment has removed over 500 dead ani- 
mals in the last two days. 

“Fogging is being done in Bela Villa- 
ge, Rajghat DTC Depot, Bagadi Camp, 

Shanti Van, Geeta Colony Flyover Jait- 
pur Camp, Madanpur Khadar and Batla 
House School,” the official said. 

The mayor, who made a surprise 
inspection of flood-affected areas, sa- 
id those who had lost documents will 
be helped by the government. 

ne
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ow Erupts Over Claims Of 
No Flood Panel Meet In 2 Yrs 
Govt Rubbishes Claim, says Regular Review Of Preps Done 

Times News Network 

New Delhi: While several 
parts of the capital are inun- 
dated due to an overflowing 
Yamuna, sources on Sunday 
alleged that the apex commit- 
tee for flood control and mon- 
soon preparedness headed by 
chief minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal failed to meet in the last 
two years. 

Sources said the apex 
committee, comprising the 
officials of various Delhi and 
Central government depart- 
ments, apart from the repre- 
sentatives of the Army and 

the central water commis- 
sion, should meet every year 
in June-end to formulate and 
implement the measures nee- 
ded for dealing with the pro- 
blems caused by floods or dra- 
inage congestion and release 
an annual flood order. 

“The CM this year left it 
on the revenue minister to 
call this meeting. Instead of 
holding a full-fledged mee- 
ting, therevenue minister too 
called a short meeting, com- 

prising the divisional com- 
missioner, district magistra- 
te (east) and principal secre- 

tary and chief engineer of 
the irrigation and flood cont- 
rol department, and released 
ahalf-baked flood order,” said 
a Delhi government official, 
requesting anonymity. 

The Delhi government, 

  

      

DELHI IN KNEE-DEEP TROUBLE   

however, refuted the charges 
and said irrigation and flood 
control minister Saurabh 
Bharadwaj and revenue mi- 
nister Atishi had jointly chai- 
red a meeting and reviewed 
the preparations for floods 
and waterlogging with the se- 
nior officers of all depart- 
ments, including PWD, irri- 
gation and flood control, the 

Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi, the New Delhi Munici- 
pal Council and the Delhi De- 

velopment Authority. 
“Regular interdepart- 

mental meetings have been 

happening to iron out any is- 
sues regarding floods and wa- 

terlogging. The chief mini- 
ster has been monitoring the 
situation himself as. well. 

The flood control order was 
issued as per the due process, 
keeping Delhi's historical da- 
ta in mind,” the government 
inastatementsaid. 

Sources, however, alleged 
that the flood control order 
was released without the apex 
committee meeting and wit- 

hout preceding preparations. 
They added that the commit- 
teetakes intoaccountthethre- 
ats and projections, assesses 
preparedness and ensures a 

fool-proof and seamless coor- 
dination mechanism between 
various departments and 
agencies, including those 

from the Central government, 

to handle any eventuality. 
“As the chairman of the 

apex committee to review, re- 

commend, supervise and co- 
ordinate flood control measu- 
res in Delhi, the chief mini- 
ster chose not to let its man- 
datory meeting scheduled in 

June-end take place, despite 
the revenue department mo- 
ving a file to this effect on Ju- 
ne 19 itself,” said an official. 

Sources said the divisional 
commissioner, who is also the 
convenor of the committee, 
forwarded the file to the chief 
minister on June 21, but his ad- 
ditional secretary returned it 
on June 26 to Atishi, saying 
that Kejriwal has desired that 
she convenes the meeting. 

“Instead of convening a 
meeting of the all-powerful 
apex committee, the OSD of 
the revenue minister asked 
the divisional commissioner 
to have a short meeting with 

the principal secretary and 
the chief engineer of the irri- 
gationand the flood control de- 
partment and the DM (East). 
The meeting was finally held 
on July 6 without the presence 
of thechief secretary, the com- 

missioner of police, the then 
MCD commissioner, CEO of 
the DJB and various other im- 
portant stakeholders, such as 
the representatives of the Ar- 
my and the CWC. A perfuncto- 
ry, half-baked flood control or- 
der was issued after the mee- 
ting without taking the main 

stakeholders into confiden- 
ce,” an official claimed.
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AAP Govt denies 
Charges levelled 
by Raj Niwas, BJP 
STAFF REPORTER i@ NEW DELHI. 

Aes Apex Committee under 
Chief Minister Arvind 

Kejriwal responsible for flood 
control and preparedness in the 
‘national Capital did not meet 

| for the last twosyears. 
According to a statement 

issued by Raj Niwas, the meet- 
ing of the Apex Committee 
should have taken place by the 
end of June before the issue of 
the flood control order. 
Strangely, the flood control 
order was issued without the 
Apex Committee meeting and 
preceding preparations. 

~The Apex Committee is 
mandatory to ensure seamless 
coordination among the, vari- 
ous. agencies, including the 
Central Government, the 
Army, and the Central Water 
“Commission. 

Sources claimed that the 
flood order issued by the Delhi... 

NAME.OF NEWSPAPERS-LLMONDAY I JULY 17, 2023s 

‘Body for flood-control under 
Kejriwal didn’t meet for 2 yrs’. 

  s * 

   -f : 

i ae 
‘ 

_ Government was “half-baked”. 
The Delhi BJP slammed 

the Kejriwal Government say- 
ing the meeting of an Apex 
Committee on flood control, 
headed by Kejriwal, has not 
been held in the last two years. 

Addressing a Press confer- 
ence, Delhi BJP president 
Virendra Sachdeva, Bansuri 
Swaraj, and Praveen Shankar 
Kapoor alleged that no desilt- 
ing of Yamuna and drains was 
carried out by the Kejriwal 
Government and the flood in 
Delhi was caused because of 
this failure and demanded a 
judicial probe in the matter. 

However, the AAP 
Government denied the charge, 
saying the meeting to.discuss 
flood preparedness chaired by 

ot 
Delhi Development Authority, 

    

Delhi Ministers Atishi and . 
Saurabh Bharadwaj took piece 
on May 9. It also said a flood 
control order was issued as per 
due process. : 

However, Raj Niwas official 
said as chairman of the Apex 
Committee to review, recom- 
mend, supervise and coordi- 
nate flood control measures in 
the NCT of Delhi, Kejriwal 
chose not to allow the com- 
mittee’s mandatory meeting 
scheduled in June-end this 
year, despite the revenue 
department moving a file. to , 
this effect on June 19. . 

“Even last year, Kejriwal 
did not Jet this meeting’ hap- 
pen,” said sources. “The state- 
ments being given by Kejriwal 
and his Ministers are blatant 
lies, the official added. 

This high-power commit- 
tee chaired: by the Delhi CM 
consists of all Government * 
Ministers, Delhi MPs, four 
‘MLAs of the AAP, and the 
Chief Secretary, along with 
ther stakeholders like the 

GOC-Indian Army, and mem- 
ber of the Central Water 
‘Commission, 

Continued on Page 2 
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   “Body for flood-contro 
From Page 1 
It is scheduled to meet on 

any. date towards the end of 
June, before the onset of the 

* monsoon, to review the situ- 
ation at hand’ and passa 
"Flood Contro! Order’ every 
year, the sources said, ©. 

' The Apex Committee’ 
takes into account the threats 
and projections, assesses pre- 

_ paredness, and ensures afool- 
proof seamless codtdination 
mechanism between yarious 

_ departments and ,agencies, 

including ‘those from the 
Centre, to handle any éven- 
tuality, they added. 
~The . Divisional 

Cominissioner, who is also” 
the convener of the commit- 
tee, requested Kejriwal on 
June 21 to suggest a suitable. 
date and time i conyening: 
the mandatory meeting of 
the Apex Committee in the 
last week of June, The file was 
submitted to the'CM thraugh 
Atishi, © 

However, Kejriwal'siaddi- . 
  

Phase we 
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a oe gG 

tional secretary, a relatively 
junior functionary, returned 
the Heer tot days, on 
June 26. to Atishi with the 
noting that, "The CM has 
desired that the Minister 

, (Revenue) may convene the 
meeting," of the Apex 

_ Committee, which is chaired 
by thesCM,” After Kejriwal 
offloaded this responsibility 
on Atishi, she again did not 
‘deem it fit to see the fife and 
conyene a meeting of the all- 
powerful Apex Committee’, 

  

ler Kejriwaly 0 
"Her OSD instructed the 

Divisional Commissioner, on 
file to, have a short meeting 

~ (not the Apex Committee) for 
releasing the Flood Control 

» Order 2023, on 30.06.23 at 
6:30 pm in her conference, 
‘room’ with Divisional 
Commissioner, Pr Secy 
(I&FC), DM (East) and Chief 
Engineer, " the official said. 

- The meeting. chaired by 
Atishi, did not have the pres- 
ence of the Chief Sectetary, 

' Police Commissioner, MCD 
ste ae See 

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY 
pmsl 

Commissioner, CEO DJB, and. 
various other important 
stakeholders, leaving apart 
the representatives from the 
CWC. This happened 
because Atishi did not ask for } 
them to be present in the 
meeting. BA 
_ The meeting subsequent- 
ly happened on July 6, after 
which ‘a perfunctory half. 
baked: flood control order | 
was ‘issued’ without taking” 
‘the main stakeholders into | 
confidence,” the official said’ 
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failed to meet in last 2 yrs, say sources; AAP hits back 
  

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: As the national 
Capital faces the floods caused 
by the overflowing Yamuna, 
Raj Niwas sources on Sunday 
alleged that the Apex Com- 
mittee for flood control and 
preparedness headed by Delhi 
Chief Minister Arvind Kejri- 
wal did not meet in the last two 
years. 

However, the AAP govern- 
ment denied the charge, saying 
the meeting to discuss flood 
preparedness chaired by Delhi 
ministers Atishi and Saurabh 
Bharadwaj took place on May 
9. It also said that a flood con- 
trol order was issued as per the 
due process. 

The Raj Niwas sources 
claimed that the flood order 
issued by the Delhi government 
was “half-baked” 

“As chairman of the Apex 
Comimittee to Review, Recom- 
mend, Supervise and Coordi- 
nate Flood Control Measures 
in NCT of Delhi, CM Kejriwal 

» The AAP government 

denied the charge, saying 

the meeting to discuss 

flood preparedness 

chaired by Delhi ministers 

Atishi and Bharadwaj 
took place on May 9. 

It also said that a flood 

control order was issued 

chose not to let the Committee's 
mandatory meeting scheduled 
in June-end this year, despite 
the revenue department mov- 
ing a file to this effect on June 
19, Even last year, Kejriwal did 
not let this meeting happen,” a 
Raj Niwas source said. 

This high-power commit- 
tee chaired by the Delhi CM 
consists of all government min- 
isters, Delhi MPs, four MLAs 
of the AAP, and chief secre- 
tary, along with other stake- 
holders like Delhi Development 
Authority, GOC-Indian Army, 
and member of Central Water 

as per the due process 

» The Raj Niwas sources 

claimed that the flood 

order issued by the Delhi 

govt was ‘half-baked’ 

» ‘Besides, regular interdep- 

artmental meetings have 

been happening to iron 

out any issues regarding 

floods and waterlogging’ 

Commission. It is scheduled to 
meet on any date towards the 
end of June, before the onset of 
the monsoon, to review the situ- 
ation at hand and pass a “Flood 
Control Order” every year, the 
sources said. The Apex Com- 
mittee takes into account the 
threats and projections, assesses 
preparedness and ensures a 
foolproof seamless coordina- 
tion mechanism between vari- 
ous departments and agencies, 
including those from the Cen- 
tre, to handle any eventuality, 
they added. 

According to the Raj Niwas 

sources, the divisional commis- 
sioner, who is also the convener 
of the committee, requested CM 
Kejriwal on June 21 to suggest a 
suitable date and time for con- 
vening the mandatory meeting 
of the Apex Committee in the 
last week of June. The file was 
submitted to the CM through 
Revenue Minister Atishi. 

The sources further claimed 
that the file was returned on 
June 26 to Atishi, with the not- 
ing that, “Honourable CM has 
desired that the Honourable 
Minister (Revenue) may con- 
vene the meeting’, of the Apex 
Committee, which is chaired by 
the CM”. “Her OSD instructed 
the Divisional Commissioner 
to haye a short meeting (not the 
Apex Committee) for releasing 
the Flood Control Order 2023, 
on June 30 at 6.30 pm in her 
conference room with principal 
secretary (irrigation and flood 
control), DM (East) and other 
officials,” the source claimed. 

‘The meeting chaired by 
Atishi did not have the pres- 

ence of chief secretary, police 
commissioner, MCD commis- 
sioner, CEO of DJB and various 
other important stakeholders, 
leave apart the representatives 
from the CWC. This happened 
because Atishi “did not ask” for 
them to be present in the meet- 
ing, the sources alleged. The 
meeting subsequently happened 
on July 6, “after which a perfunc- 
tory half-baked flood control 
order was issued without tak- 
ing the main stakeholders into 
confidence’, they said. 

Denying the charges, the 
AAP government said it had 
been regularly reviewing flood 
and waterlogging issues in May 
itself. “On May 9, Irrigation 
and Flood Control Minister 
Saurabh Bharadwaj and PWD 
Minister Atishi jointly chaired a 
meeting where all departments 
including PWD, MCD, I&FC, 
DJB, DDA and NDMC were 
present and preparations for 
floods and waterlogging were 
reviewed,” the govt said in a 
statement. 
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