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How 1947 changed Delhi: The
evolution of city post Partition

Snehil Sinha
T ———
NEW DELHI: Histerian Mridula
Mukherjec was bormn ina Kamla
Nagar apartment three years
after Partitlen. Her parents, pro-
fessors from Lahore, made Defhi
| their mew heme and started
teaching. The initlal years were
difficult as both the ety and the
refugees were still coming to
terms with the changes and
challenges that the mass migra-
tion brought

Her father started teaching at
Camp College, set upnear Man-
dir Marg, that gave degrees affill-
ated to Panjab University. It beld
evening classes as it was mainly
for refugees who were from
Lahore University . “All of these
pecple had leit everything
behind and had to work jobs
during the day, and could only
attend classes in the evening, My
mather became a schooltcacher
ata municipal school near Gole
Market as it was the anly thing
she could find during all the tur-
moil,” sald 73-year-old Mukher-
iee, a chronleler of modern
India.

The so i compaosi-
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{700,000). Within twe months
between July and September,
nbout 5 lakh people came to
Dicthi and the population was
suddenly 12 lakh {L.2 million)
People just overipok whatever
space they could find. The indtial
camps were in Purana Quila and
Flrogshah Kotla, but eventually,
the entire city was flooded by
people who eccupied reads, pub-
lic parks, closed schonls, areas
around Connaught Place or any
other open area that they found.
The gevernment tried its best to
provide ration, food, medicing,
tents and other facilities but
resources were limited,” said A K
Jaim, ene of the fest commis-
sioners of Delhl Development
Authority (DDA}

New Delhi was declared the
capital of Fndia in December 1971
and the people who settled in it
thereafter were mainly govern-
mentoffickals. This sudden pours
ing in of kakhs of peopie into the
city posed a major challenge lor
the gevernment which had been
planning a city for the urban
elite based on the British a:nd
American design phil

 Twor maps thart Delhi's sharp urban growth after hundreds of

. thousands of refugees made the city their home after Partition

~ Delhi's growi:ll from
19309947 ;
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itias {Afte partiton)

Dl wasmnﬂser.l n{arsail‘ke Walled City and
settiements such as il Lines, Pahargan), Sadar

“They were planning 1'rln.z
d-radial patterned clty. Rai-

tion of Delhi changed radically
and guickly over that initial dee-
ade, she remembers, The city
expandsd far beyond the exist-
ing Shahjahanabad area of Old
Delht, and the stlll-young
enclave for the British in New
Dethi — to the area south of
Lodhi Garden that had been
farmland and forest rll then

Influx of refugees
Berween 1941 and 1951, Delhi's
population shot up by 90%, an
increase that was never seen
hefore or after those yearsin the
national capital. These were the
years when refugees from Paki-
stan czme to India. most of them
to Defhi, Many of them built the
Tielhi we know today
Settling and integrating these
penp].e into the clty and the
was not an vasy task,
as Iy coneidering the num-
bers. As per census numbers,
Tollowing the tion of Dethl
as the capital of the Brieish
Indian Empire in 1911, the popu-
Tation grew from 238,000 in 1911
to 656,000 in 1947, The census
has an official record of 459,341
“displaced people” who moved
to Delfhi in 1947, almost doubling
the population of the city.

What is historically knowm as
one of the Targest migration of
people across borders, Partition
affected Delhi the most, throw-
ing all planning for the natonal
capital out of gear The meticu-
lously planned New Delhi

designed by British architect Sir
Edwin Lutyens, became a glori-

fied refugee camp ina mater of
|

1ys.
“In 1947, the population of
Delhl was around 7 lakh

sina Hills emulated the Arc de
Triomphe in Paris. This garden
clty was supposed Lo have a one-
acre park for every 10 acres of
residential area. Suddenly, the
entire focus shifted to accomme-
dating more peaple in less area,”
said PS Uttarwar, retired addi-
tlonal commissioner of DDA,
The government soon consti-
tuted 2 Minlsy of Fefugees that
taok care of the facilities at the
camps, It operated for abaut a
year, after which 1L was con-
wverted to the Minlsiry of Reha-
hilitation (MoR). According to
letser from the Prime Minister's
Difice (PMO) available in the
National Archives, official orders
From the PMO in 1247 stated that
the task of aocommodating refu-
ees was o be treated with the
gravity of a "natienal emer-

i
Balli was three years old
when he moved to Delhl in 1952
with his father. His family
shifted from Pekistan to the
Indian side of Punjab months
before Independence to stay
with relatives. After spi:ndin,%
the Initial few years in parts o
Punjab and Haryana, the family
maved to Delhl

"The first few years just went
into trying te move around ull
things were more peaceful, but
Delthi was ultimately the place to
20 I vou came from Pakistan.
My father also found his footing
once he moved here, We found
rented accomimodation nitally
in Ganclhi Napar as most of the
other areas were plready
croweded, My father got a govern-
ment job as he was well edu-
cated, After a few years, we
bought land in the same arca
and built a house. Our fourth
pencration s living in that house
new,” sald Balli, a businessmaen
based in Gandhi Nagar

Settlements across city
The Bascline Report for Delhi
Muster Plan 2041 states thal by
December 1950, accommedation
for 100,000 refugees was con-
structed in 2l colonles by MeR,
which included Azadpur, Rajin-
der Magar, Patel Nagar, Shakul
Magar, Kingsway, Tilak Nager,
Gandhl Nagar, Krishna Nagar,
Fast Nizamuddin, Jangpuiss, Laj-
pat Magar, Kalkajl, Geeta Colony,
Sheikh Saral, Rajourl Garden,
and Malviya Nagar,

By 1955, 15 more colonies
were added ns people who left
Pakistan continued 1o pour into
the city tll the late 19505,

"My grandfather belonged to
the Jhang district of Pakistan
where his sister's husband was
Eilled during Partition. He left

How Delhi changed from
19471962

. the mi of rehabéitation [Mnninhm
By 1950, the T"Wi'

100,000 refugees n 21 mlmruln

BamDthl Cantonment, among athers MWNWMM"&;:LSMH 15
i e Tiak Maga, db.i:w' bilaou K Hr.l
) n:vmpmeml' southern part of Daryagin, | wmﬂm!m :ﬁmﬁg‘ S Halke)

which

_'--mwmmnrmmmmhnmm

+ Kamol Bagh catering to.a population of 53,000
Sujan Singh fark, bust in the mid-40s by a

- mrm«msarsmnhmw The project
Introduced “apartment- mn‘nnan

| “wnership” basts for the
i &nﬂms%.M| !

Tiss well-sertled business amd
rmoved to Fajasthan with bis sts-
ter's family, They were given
wasteland as compensation in
Loharu area of Rajasthan, He
¥mew that moving to Dethi was
the anly way to prosper. My fam-
ity mowed here in 1953 and my
grandfather worked odd jobs
before he started & garment busi-
ness, Delhi was all about the rail-
way stations and parts of Old
Dellsi arens initlally. Everything
clse was deserted, We lived in
Shahdara, which had cne police
station that time; there are over
30 pelice stations now," sald
Naresh Sikka, a brusinessman in
Shahdara,

Some areas saw  residents
from a particular aren in Paki-
stan setthing, and took on names
that reflected this, This came
about Punjabl Bagh, Gujranwala
Town, and Derawal Nagar .

The prople who moved into
camps were [nitlally given refu-
pee cards that were replaced
with peawislonal ratlen cards
and other identification as the
povernment started allotting
houses o thent. Oificinls say thal
the government allatted a total of
70,000 plots across these colo-
s to displaced people against o
nominal rent. About 10,000
other plots were allotted free of
cout with small rooms built on
them with asbestes sheet rooling
for those who were paor.

develapars

“Most of the allotted plots
were B0-100 square yards in size.
The allottees had to pay a
monthly instalment of 212 and
50 paise for 15years. Later as the
government realised that space
wias limited, some smaller plots
of 50-60 square yards were also
added. Cne of the most far-
sighted things done by the gov-
ernment was the acquisition of
large land parcels from farmers
In 1912-13, which made it possi-
bie to chart out these colonies.”
said Jain.

City's expansion
Fle ackded thit the Indlan govemn-
ment acguired around 10,000
acees o build “New Delhi” and
amaither 1000 acres for the can-
tonment. Inadditon, itacquired
amoLher 30,000 acres for extend-
Ing the city. On this land came
up Majafgarh, Rojouri Garden
and Janakpurl as extensions to
the wrest, Karol Bagh and beyond
towards the south and parts of
Kamla Magar. Roop and Shakti
Nagar towards Lhe North
These “refugee” colonbes, typd-
cally U-shaped developments
with a park in the middie,
hecame the template for subsc-
quent nelghbourhonds, partly
because they were built by the
same wrban planners who
shaped Delhi threugh the 50s
and G0s, This was the beginning
of Rajinder Nagar, West Patel

# [elhi Deyelopment
(Provisional) Autharity
(DOPA) was constituted In
1955

| ' By 1353, Golf Links, Jothgi.anda\hmumﬂplu
| the south The pm]ectsmﬁanned and desigpad by
the Delhi Improvement Trust (OIT), set ua In 1937
» Plotted calonies [ike Rajouri Garden, South
Extension, Greater Kailash, !hl:shtnlurf.cnen
Park, Hauz Khas, and more, were hultt by pelvate

DDA was set
i 1957 with
the notification of the
Delhi Development
Actin 1957 DDA
replaced DIT and
DoPA

Magar, Mot Mogar, and RE!PJI!I‘I
Garden. By the middic of the
19508, refugees moved into
empty flats in Lodhi Colony and
built homes around the villages
in Nizamuddin and Jangpura.
Allefthis was on what was onge
the deserted south side of Lodh|
Road

By the end of 1950, the govern-
ment kad allotted nearly 2958
acres and housed 300,000 refu-
gees — 180,000 in evacuated
houses and 100,000 in newly
constriicted howses, The govern-
ment also set up a Rehabilistion
Finance Administration 1o over-
see monetary ald to refugees
whe necded it Delhd also pro-
vided gid for small shopkeepers,
relief schemes, grants, loans to
students, and these who wanted
1o start businesses or industries.

Business boomed. In 1953, the
city's growing noiddle class con-
tributed to the growih of Dethi
stenifleantly and building activ-
ity accelerated. By the mic-1950s,
elite nelghbourheods of Goli
Lirks, Sunder Nussery, Jor Bagh,
ete, with large plot sizes from
400 square metres to 1,000
SOUACE metTes came up in the
South. The projects were
planned and designed by Delbi
Improvement Trust and exe-
cuted by LE&DO (Land and Devel-
opment Office),

By then DITs role and effec-
tiveniess was aleeady belng ques-

MEW DELHI
WEDNESDAY
AUGUST 16, 2023

tioned. And the government
atzorealised that the planning of
Delhi could not contine o be
restricted to haphazard allet-
ment of colanies.

“Adter partition of the country.
In 1947, there was enormous
population influx into Delhi,
which caused haphazard growth
of colonies, land encroachment
and creation of stums, scareity of
the resnurces. pressure on
accommodation facllities, ete.
DIT tried various city expansion
schemes, but was compromised
by land speculation and little
access of the new areas to the
city's poor. DIT's role came |
under massive criticism after I
Independence.” said the base- |
line report for MPD 204] |

The GD Birla committee.
appointed to Investigate the |
DIT's working and social man-
date in 1930, undertook a com-
prehensive review of the organi-
sation's work and in a report
presented in 1951 said DIT had
falled to provide a healthy civic
environment in the city, provide
housing to the poor , resulting in
the unplanned growth of the city
without effective zoning or a
comprehensive Master Plan.

Eventually, the Delli Develop-
ment (Provisional) Authority
(DDEA) was constituted in 1955 ¢
DDA was formed in 1957(the
allotment of plots te the refugees
went o 1 the early 1960s).

In 1958, after staying at the
rented accommedation in Kamla
Nagar for 1 years, Mridula Muk-
herjee's parents were allotted a
plot in Lajpat Nagar. Mukherjee
was eight when she moved o her
hisiese ins Lavjpat Magar; she spent
her entire childhood and adoles-
cent years there.

“Lajpat Nagar 1, 2 and 4 had
smaller heuses that were built
by the government and allotted,
Lajpat Nagar 3 had the bigger
plets that were allotted againsta
nominal price to people who
could afford them, My father had
taken onc of these bigger plots.”
said Mukherjee, former chair-
persen of the Centre for Histor-
cal Studies at Jawalwrlal Nehr
University

Evolving Capital

Lajpat Nagar was “guiet” com-
pared to the busy thoroughfare it
1s teday, she recollects. “Lajpat
Magar wasa residential colony of
middle-class professionals and
not the specialised garment
mnarket that everyene visits these
days. The market there was a
coleny market that residents
would visit for their daily grocer-
les, medicines or for an evening
chat or to get your pictures
framed, Tt was a close commu-
nity meighbourhiood where
everyone knew everyone, Hardly
anyone had cars. So, we would
cycle arpund all of Lajpat Nagac
and it was safe to do thaz,” said
Mukherjee.

Across the road was Defence
Colony. which was settled
areund the same time by mili-
Lary officials. She remembers it
as a faveurite hang-out with
good bakeries. “We had school
friends from Befence Colony ard
we wonld walk acress the road
o have an éclalr or patty at the
bakeries there. | cannot even
imagine anyone walking across
the Link Foad today from Lajpat
Magar to Defence Colony,” adds
Mukheree, who lved atthe JNLT
campus as a faculty meemiber for
40 years.

She moved back to herIn)pnt
Nagar childhood home four
yearsago after retiring.

The first Mnster Plan of Delbl
wias fimally prepared in 1962 by
DDA and the Town and Country
Planning organksation with tech-
nical assistance from the Ford
Foundation.

And the city never looked
back.




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

iR
SDAY
.AUGUST 16, 2023

2-day Assembly
‘meet from today,
fireworks likely

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: A two-day special
session of the Delhi assembly is
scheduled to begin on Wednes-
day, with the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party likely to raise the issue of
the recently enacted Govern-
ment of National Capital Terri-
tory of Delhi (Amendment) Act,

( 2023, while the opposition Bhar-
atiya Janata Party is geared up to
question the government on var-
ious issues, including the alleged
mismanagement of the recent
floods, and the reconstruction of
chief minister Arvind Kejriwal's
official bungalow.

The Delhi assembly has 70
members — 62 from the AAP,
and eight from the BJP.

According to officials aware
of the Assembly schedule, the
House will begin at 1lam with
obituary references, following
which the members will be able
to raise matters under Rule 280
with the permission of the chair.
Rule 280 (special mention) is a
device for legislation to draw the
attention of the government to
issues relating to their constitu-
ency, or other developments.

After this, the officials said,
minister Atishi will lay various
papers on the table, including a
notification regarding the Delhi
Electricity Regulatory Commis-
sion (Business Plan) Regula-
tions, 2023.

On the eve of the session, BJP
legislators, at a joint press con-
ference, accused the AAP of

undermining democracy. “Over

the last three years, BIP MLAs
have been marshalled out or sus-
pended from the Assembly 35
times in 16 sessions. The ruling
AAP has stifled Opposition voi-
ces by preventing discussions on
notices raised by BIP legislators.
This time also, no-question hour
has been included in the session
because the government does
not want to answer questions,”
said Leader of Opposition Ram-
vir Singh Bidhuri.

He added that BJP MLAs have
given a notice for a short dura-
tion discussion on 12 “scams”
under Rule 55, which allows leg-
islators to draw the attention of
the government to matters of
urgent public importance. “We
have drawn a list of 12 scams and
we want a discussion on all these
scams such as the bungalow
scam, panic button scam, feed-
back unit scam, excise scam,
among others,” said Bidhuri.

Meanwhile, speaker Ram
Niwas Goel said that BJP MLAs
are given more time to speak in
the House than the ruling party
members, “..but rather than dis-
cussing the issues, they start dis-
rupting the functioning of the
House. I have called them to my
office to urge them to let the
House function, but they do not
help in its smooth running,” he
said."Questions related to police,
land, and services were earlier
answered in the House, but now
questions related to land, servi-

ces, DDA, revenue are not sub- |

mitted by the officers. In such a
situation, what is the point of

including the question hour?”
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Game For Revenue: DDA To Leasé Oout

NEWSPAPERS--+---s-reeemmmeemee .

NATEN

Space In 3 Sports Complexes For Ads

To Ink Seven-Year Agreements For Digital And Other Modes Of Promotion

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: For the first time,
the Delhi Development Autho-
rity (DDA) will lease out spaces
inside its threemajor sportsfa-
cilities —the Qutab Golf Cour-
se, Yamuna Sports Complex
and Siri Fort Sports Complex
— for displaying digital and
othermodesof advertisements
for a period of seven years.

The authority, keen on ex-
ploring other avenues for re-
venue, has invited applica-
tions from interested people
and a pre-bid meeting will be
called on August 28.

The move has come when
DDA isabouttoinaugurateits
Sector 17 sports complex on
August18.

“Though we have been
permitting informative ad-
vertisements and camps for a
week/few days at our sports
complexes, this would be the
first time we have decided to
lease out spaoes for seven ye-

ars as per set guidelines and
rates, Depending on the bid-
ders' performance, the cont-
ract can be increased by two
more years,” theofficial said.
The decision will generate
revenue incroresandfinalad-
vertisement rates willbe deci-
ded after meeting with bid-
ders, said the official further
Sites for at least 40 digital
panels/hoardings/  backlit
boards/ unipole in different
sizes have been identified and
mostly premium products
will be displayed here. Inaddi-
tion, 35 small boards are pro-
posed in the parking area.
“Besides commercial utili-
sation of earmarked adverti-
sing spaces, the initiative will
contribute to the aesthetic vi-
ew of the DDA sports complex-
es/ golf courses through high-
quality advertising comparab-
le to world-class sports faciliti-
es, If required we may increa-
se their numbers on a pro-rata
basis,” said the official.

TEEING OFF ON A NEW COURSE

Photo for representation

The DDA said it has its owm
policyforleasingout spacesfor
advertisements inside sports
complexes/golf courses.

“At present, the DDA isnot
liable to share its revenue ge-
nerated from advertisements
inside DDA sports complex-
es/golf courses with local bo-
dies, including MCD, etc. Ho-

wever, if the DDA becomes li-
able to share such revenue
withlocalbodiesinthefuture,
then it will take a call,” the
tender document said.

There are 13 categories of
advertisements that are prohi-
bited for advertisements. “Un-
like metro and other places
where footfall goes into lakhs,

|
|

we have a limited crowds visi-

ting sports facilities so adver- |
tisements will be done accor-"

dingly to serve the purpose of |

thevisitors," the official said.
According to the tender do-

cument, at Siri Fort Complex, -

23 advertisement boards are
proposed to be installed, each

one of 10x6 sgft in size. These -

would be around the shooting -

range,lawn, indoorbadminton | i
wall, outside gym wall, outside’ |

parking number 2, outside golf

driving range, jogging track. '
There would also be 35 small

boards in parkingnumber1.

In the Yamuna Sports

Complex, at least four hoar-

dings (1015 saft), five backlit -

boards (each 8x10 sqft) and a
unipoleare proposed near the
parking area.

At the Qutab Golf Course,

eight hoardings (eachof 12x12 |

sqaft), one digital board (12x12
sgft) and a backlit board (4x3
sqft) size are proposed to be
installed.
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(PERSONNEL BRANCH - 1)

Engagement of Five (05) Consultant (Vigilance)

DDA invites application for engagement of five (05) Consultant
(Vigilance) atthe level of Asstt. Director (Min:) on contract basis
(no. of posts are tentative and may vary as per the
requirements of DDA, without prior notice), from retired
officers from Central/State/Semi. Govt/PSU/Autonomous or
Statutory Organization having substantive pay at the Level
8/9/10/11 in Pay Matrix at the time of retirement and having
experience/expertise in ministerialfadministrative works like
land/housing; CBI/Anti-corruption cases, disciplinary, legal
matters, initially for a period of one year or until further orders,
further extendable maximum up to 05 years or 65 years of age,
whichever is earlier, depending upon the requirement of DDA
and performance of the candidate. The upper age limit is
63 years on the last date of receipt of applications. The
govt. servants who are due for retirement till last date of
receipt of applications can also apply. Applications, complete
in all respects should be sent through e-mail to
M[hmﬂ&@gmlatast by 05:00 PM of the last
datei.e. 15.09.2023.
The detailed terms & oondlttons application format etc. are
available in the detailed notice displayed on official website of
DDA 'I.e. www.dda.gov.in inthe link Jobs". Sd/-
; (Vineet Jain)
‘Commissioner (Pers.)
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{ ) DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
NOTICE

EMPANELMENT OF SECRETARIES FOR
DDA SPORTS COMPLEXES

1. DDA has developed and runs 15 Sports Complexes in
various parts of Delhi, DDA proposes to empanel
retired service officers of the rank of Lt. Colonel (or
equivalent from Indian Navy / Air Force) and above,
sports persons and retired govt. Servants to manage
these facilities as Secretaries.

2. For details of eligibility criteria, honorarium and
allowances payable, kindly visit jobs page on DDA
website, i.e. www.dda.gov.in.

3. Applications with a copy of resume, proof of residence
and age, recent passport size photograph, phone
numbers and e-mail ID may be sent latest by last date
06.09.2023 to  Secretary (Coordn.), DDA
Siri. Fort Sports Complex, August Kranti Marg,
New Delhi-110049 (Telephone No. 26496650
/26496657). A copy may also be sent by email to
commrspris@dda.org.in

4. Selected candidates would be engaged purely on
annual contract basis. Annual extensions of contract
would be considered on the basis of performance.
Contractual engagement can be terminated by giving
30 days’ notice by either party. Maximum tenure would
be for 10 years' or attaining' the age of 65 years,

~whichever is earlier,

5.  Those who have applied in response to notice issued
in Times of India "Ascent" dated 04.01.2023 need not
re-apply.

Commissioner (Sports), DDA

Follow us an P @ddaoticial €9 @offcial_dda @ @offcial_dda_ @ @oficial_dda

Please visit DDA’'s website at www.dda.gov.in

or Dial Toll Free No. 1800110332



