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Delhi govt plans to create
‘urban forest’ in Najafgarh

Jasjeev Gandhiok
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The forest and wild-
life department is set to create its
first Miyawaki forest at Kharkari
Jatmal in Najafgarh in southwest
Delhi and has floated a tender for
the project, officials aware of the
matter said on Tuesday. They said
that the forest will be created on
anarea of 2.4 hectares, and added
that the department has planned
another such forest in Najafgarh’s
Jainpur village.

The Kharkari Jatmal and Jain-
pur forests will be treated as pilot
projects, and if successful, the

t will create more such
forests in Delhi, the officials said.

Pioneered by Japanese bota-
nist Akira Miyawaki, a Miyawaki
forest has thousands of native
tree species grown closely
together ina small area.

Compared to a conventional
forest, a Miyawaki forest is not
only denser, but can also be read-

ied in two to three years. How-

ever, experts warn that Miyawaki
forests cannot replace the ecologi-

cal role that conventional forests:

perform, adding they are an

option only for small, cramped
urban spaces.

Delhi already has more than 10
Miyawaki forests, created mostly
by the Centre, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, NGOs, and individu-
als. This is the first time that the
forest department has made a
foray into the technique,

“The idea for this forest was
conceptualised and approved last
month, and will see high-density
plantation in a fairly large plot of
over two hectares. Two to three
saplings will be planted within
one square metre of area,” said a
forest official.

Navneet Srivastava, deputy

conservator of forest (west), who
planned the project, said Miya-
waki forests can also solve the
problem of compensatory affores-
tation for several developmental
projects, “This is a move aimed at
balancing both the environment
and development,” he said, add-
ing that the project will create
dense green pockets within busy
urban spaces.

However, experts said that
Miyawaki forests cannot perform
the same ecological roles asa con-
ventional forest. Environmental-
ist Pradip Krishen described such
forests as “unnatural’, noting that
they are devoid of any shrubs or
ground-level vegetation. “Trees
are grown less than two feet apart
and they are all competing for
sunlight. While they grow fast
because of this reason, essentially,
itisjusta green wall and nota for-
est. This can be adopted in a small

“..essentially, It is just a green
wall and not a forest”

— Environmentalist Pradip Krishen |

Some Mlvawal(l forests in

- Delhi: Mayur Vihar Phase 3, Dwarka A- 2
= block Brahma apartments in Dwarka
Sector 7, Badu Sarai village, near the
Jﬂmc building at ITO (in phota)

fiEE A

space or ina commercial or resi-
dential set-up, where the ideais to
carry out greening, but thereisno '
requirement or use for such a for-
estin large public spaces,” he said.

Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist
in-charge of DDA's biodiversity
parks programme, said, “In a full-
fledged forest, there is a top can-
opy, a middle storey, an understo-
rey in cases, and then ground-
level vegetation... It is missingina
Miyawaki forest as only the top
canopy or a middle storey is
there.., such a forest cannot per-
form the ecological roles a con-
ventional three-layered forest
can.” CR Babu, head of the Centre
for Environmental Management
of Degraded Ecosystems said:
“The trees in a Mivawaki forest
are so close together that they suf-
fer from improper growth; the
concept can only work in some
urban spaces.”
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- Process to change land use

Paras Singh
paras@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has initi-
ated the process to change the
land use of a plot of land adja-
cent to the existing Ghazipur toll
plaza on the Delhi-Meerut
expressway, officials aware of
the matter said. Once this proc-
ess is complete, the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi (MCD) will
use this land to develop a new
five-lane toll plaza at the border.

Thousands of vehicles enter
Delhi through the existing Ghaz-
ipur toll plaza every day, but the
two-lane toll plaza is not
equipped to handle a large traffic
volume, and the spot often wit-
nesses sprawling jams, espe-
cially during the morning and
evening peak hours, and after
10pm, when trucks are allowed
to enter the Capital. They said
the five-lane toll plaza will help
ease these traffic woes.

On Monday, DDA issued a
gazette notification, seeking
public feedback on changing the
land use of a 7,205 sqm land
pocket abutting the current toll
plaza. The notification, under-
signed by commissioner cum
secretary D Sarkar, said the Cen-
tre proposes to make changes to
the Master Plan for Delhi -2021
(Zonal Development Plan of

~ Zone E) by changing the current

for new Ghazipur toll starts

The five-lane toll plaza is likely to ease traffic woes. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT

land use from commercial
(warehousing) and recreational
use to transportation (toll plaza).
“Any person having any
objection or suggestion to the
proposed modification may send
the objection in writing to the
Commissioner-cum-Secretary or
via email to mpd2021.pub-
lie@dda.org.in within a period of
30 days,” the notification says.
Once the public feedback
phase is over, DDA is expected to
finalise the conditions and char-
ges for transferring the land
pocket. An MCD official said,
“We have asked the DDA to hand
over the portion of vacant land
abutting these two booths,

which will help resolve the prob-
lems faced by commuters and
help in segregating the commer-
cial traffic.”

Ratish Dhar, who travels from”

Ghaziabad to Lajpat Nagar for
work and crosses the Ghazipur
border daily, said non-commer-
cial vehicles are not supposed to
pay toll to enter Delhi but get
caught in traffic snarls as vehi-
cles merging from the Raj Nagar
Extension side do not geta clear
passage.

Anuj Chawla, a resident of
Ghaziabad, said, “Toll workers
keep stopping cab drivers on the
middle lane, while regular com-
muters face delays due to this.”

AUGUST 09, 2023
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Anti-encroachment drive on floodplain:
Residents fume, DDA cites NGT order

Ridhima.Gupta
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority carried out
an anti-encroachment drive
on the Yamuna floodplain ne-
ar Zakir Nagar in southeast
Delhi on Tuesday. Around 40
slumdwellings weredemolis-
hed. The residents alleged
that they did not receive any
notice about the demolition
but were shocked to find bull-
dozers bringing their houses
down. DDA officials claimed
thedrive was on the orders of
the National Green Tribunal.
Digging out belongings
buried under the debris, Ro-
kaiya, 55, who claims to have
lived in the Zakir Nagar slum
for two decades, said, “Why
was no notice given to us? We
were rendered homeless to-
day within a few hours.” The
widow worried about how she
and her two daughters would
find shelter for the night.
Like Rokaiya, most wo-
men in the slum are daily wa-
ge earners as are the men-
folk. Brandishing his docu-
ments, M. Murtaza, 45, said,

- “Allmy family members have
| voter ID cards, ration cards

and other documents pro-
ving we are local residents.
Despite this, our houses were
razed randomly. Is it just be-
cause weare poor and our voi-
ces donotmatter?”
According to the resi-
dents, the demolitions began
atl0amandfinished withinan
hour. A middle aged man, Ak-
tar, who was busy on a video

call showing a demolished ho-

Residents said the demolition started at 10am and was over in an hour

use to his brother-in-law’s fa-
mily currently out of the city,
rued, “My folks did not even
know that when they were
awayonatrip, their housewas
razed to the ground. Some ne-
ighbours phoned them and
my brother-in-law then asked
me to salvage their belong-
ings, mostly their two child-
ren’s books and documents.”
Other affected residents
expressed their worriesabout

finding immediate shelter,
with many despairing that
they would be on the roads. N.
Nooruddin, 65, whohasalimb
disability asked, “WherecanI
gosuddenly?I havenoplace to
be but on the road. Before ma-
kingus homeless, theofficials,«
should have at least thought
about our family and children
and where we can go,” Many
others were also concerned
about: their livestock and

A VICTIM SAYS

Where canl go
suddenly? | have no
place to be but on the
road. Before making us
homeless, the officials
should have at least
thought about our
family and children
and where we can go

”
flocks of birds with the demo-
lition team having destroved
allanimal shelters and cages.
According to a DDA offici-
al, “Thearea where we under-
took anti-encroachment ac-
tions falls under Jogabali,
which is a notified Yamuna
floodplain. We are freeing the
Yamuna banks of encroach-
ment on NGT’'s orders. For
now, we have carried out de-
molitions toremove themajo-
rityof theillegal structures.”
Criticising the razing
down of homes, labour rights
activist Nirmal Gorana, who
was at the demolition site, sa-
id, “How can any anti-encro-
achment drive be taken wit-
hout giving sufficient notice
to the people? No announce-
ments were made and people
were not even given time to
take out their belongings
from their houses. This is
completely inhuman.” He ad-
ded, “There are many other
structuresonthe Yamunaflo-
odplain, but only a selected
few are being brought down.
The marginalised are suffe-
ring the most.”
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DDA invites objections to
land transfer for toll plaza

Yibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) has issued a public notice inviting
objections to the proposed modification in
the Master Plan for Delhi and changing the
land use of 7,205 square metres for
construction of a RFID system-based
toll plazanear old Ghazipur toll plaza.

“DDA proposes to make some mo-
difications in the Master Plan for Del-
hi-2021/zonal development plan un-
der Section 11 A of DD Act, 1957. These
include changing the land use of the
site presently earmarked for ‘whole-
sale/warehousing and recreational
(community park/park) purpose’ to ‘trans-
poration (toll plaza)’. Any person having any
objection/suggestion with respect to the pro-
posed modification may send the objection/
suggestion in writing in 30 days,” stated a
publicnotice issued on Monday:

Officlals said that the proposal was cleared
by DDA's technical committee in June, “After

thecompletion of thenotice period, we will set
up a board of inquiry if objections are recei-
ved and if not, we will put up the proposal befo-
re the authority for final approval in its mee-
ting, which will be followed by the final notifi-
cation by theministry” said a DDA official.

Municipal Corporation of Delhi had
earlier sought the land from DDA to mi-
tigate traffic congestion during peak ho-
urs. “We have been receiving compla-
ints from people about facing long traf-
fic jams at the Ghazipur border service
lane. Presently, we have two RFID bo-
oths on the service lane and are collec-
ting toll and environment compensa-
tion charges here. We have also setupa
facility on pavement to recharge RFID tags.
But the collection process results in a long jam
because of which we requested DDA to hand
over a portion of the vacant land lying next to
this booth for constructing the five-lane toll
plaza,"” said an MCD official.

“After the facility is ready; commercial vehi-
cleswill bedivertedtothis plazatoavoid chaos.”
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Rttt pemroter s (MASTER PLAN SECTION)
PUBLIC NOTICE
New Delhi, the 9 August, 2023
PLG!MP!II'IMZHF-MI The following modification which the Delhi Development Authonty | Central
Govemnment proposes to make to the Master Plan for Delhi -2021/Zonal Development Plan of Zone 'E* under
Section 11-A of DD Act, 1967, Is hersby published for public Information. Any person having any
objection/suggestion with respect to the proposed mddification may send the objection/suggestion in writing to
the Commissioner-cum-Secretary, Delhi Development Authority. ‘B’ Block, Vikas Sadan, New Delhi-110023 or
via e- mail to mpd2021.public@dda.org.in within a period of thirty (30) days from the dale of publication of
this notice. The person making the objections or suggestions should also give his/her Name, Address and
Telephone/Contact Number(s)/E-mail ID which should be readable.

Proposed Modification:
Area Ha |Land use as per MPD 2021 &| Land use
Location (sqm) : ZDP of Zone E changed to Boundaries
1 2 Lo 4 5
Commercial North: Dalhi Mearut
JCAATIpL " . |G2:Wholesale & Warehousing Expressway
o location, | 0.7205Ha| . As per MPD-2021 Transportation| South: Ghazlpur Dalry
Toll ?-’.x {7205 sqm)| = Recreational (Community (Toll Plaza) Farm -
(NH-24) Park/Park/ Multipurpose/ GR) East: Delhi-UP Border
v As par ZDP-2021 of Zone E West: Dr. Hedgewar Marg

The Text/Plan Indicating the proposed madifications shall be available for inspection at the office of Deputy
Director, Master Plan Section, Delhi Development Authority, 8* Floor, Vikas Minar, |.P. Estate, New Delhi-
110002, on all working days within the peried referred above, The text/plan indicating the proposed
modifications s also avallable on the following link .e. https://dda.gov.in/fmpd-2021-public-notices-2023.
[F.No. PLG/MP/0142/2022/F-20/]
Sd/- D. SARKAR, Gommissloner-cum-Secretary

Follow us on | f @ @ddaofficial ieial_dda icial_dda @ @Official_dda
Please visit DDA wehsite ww la.gov.in or Dial Toll Free No. 1800 110 332




