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Floodplain revamp: 
LG plants saplings 
at Yamuna Vatiika 

4 ‘yf 

      
DELHI LIEUTENANT Governor 
VK Saxena and Union Minister 
of State for Culture and External 
Affairs Meenakshi Lekhi Mon- 
day marked World Environment 
Day by launching the overhaul 
and makeover of the 450-acre 
‘Yamuna Vatika’ being under- 
taken by the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA). 

The project is part of the 
restoration scheme of Yamuna 
floodplains and witnessed the 

  

plantation of 500 chinar and 500 
cherry blossom saplings. The 
project will have a garden, jog- At the launch on Monday = eae wien. 

Ai anoony ako Se Se ee LG planted 500 chinar and 500 cherry blossom saplings 
  

eateries, a bio-retention zone and 
a wetland with a viewing deck, 
among others, the DDA said. 

“Yamuna Vatika... envisages 
restoration of the ecological 
character of the floodplains of 
the Yamuna, while providing 
respite from dense urban char- 
acter of Central and East Delhi,” 
the L-G said. 

The Yamuna Vatika is spread 

over an area of around 450 acres 
on the western bank of flood- 
plains and has witnessed efforts 
to introduce flora like chinar and 
cherry blossom in Delhi for the 
first time, the DDA said. The 
saplings were planted after be- 
ing kept under a controlled at- 
mosphere for a month to let 
them acclimatise to Delhi's 
weather, the DDA added. 
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New Delhi: Celebrating World Environment Day, 
LG VK Saxena and Union minister of state for exter- 
nal affairs Meenakshi Lekhi launched the makeover 
of the 450-acre Yamuna Vatiika, a part of therestora- 
tion and rejuvenation of the Yamuna floodplain. 

Saxena planted 500 chinar and 500 cherry blossom 
saplings on the Yamuna Vatiika, the latest permanent 
public green asset being created in the capital, after 
thedevelopment of Asita and Baansera. Being develo- 
ped by the Delhi Development Authority, the Yamuna 
Vatiika is located on the western banks of floodplains 
between the Old Railway Bridge and the ITO Barrage. 

According to officials, it was for the first time 
thatefforts were being made to introduce floraspeci- 
es such as chinar and cherry blossom in Delhi. The 
two species were recently planted on the Yamuna is- 
lands and the saplings had shown “rapid growth”. 

“At Yamuna Vatiika, chinar and cherry blossom 
saplings have been planted over 10 acres of landina 
three-layer circular grid formation with a big lush 
green patch at the centre. These trees, when in blo- 
om, will offer a majestic view,” said an official. 

“Chinar and cherry blossom saplings were first 
kept in a controlled atmosphere in nurseries for a 
month to let them acclimatise to Delhi’s weather. 
Thereafter, they were planted on the Yamuna flood 
plains today,” the official added. 

Speaking on the occasion, the LG said that efforts 
being made by the DDA for therrestoration of the Yamu- 
na floodplains will not only create environment-friend- 
lyrecreational assets, but also mitigate direct pollution 
inthe Yamuna. The Yamuna Vatiika envisages restora- 
tionof theecological character of theflood plains of the 
Yamuna, while providing respite from the dense urban 
character of central and east Delhi, Saxena said.
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Hindustan Cimes 

NEW DELHI 

no severe air days 
  HT Correspondent 

letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: Chief minister Arv- 
ind Kejriwal on Monday called on 
the people of Delhi to turn the 
fight against pollution into a jan 
andolan (people's movement), 

adding that the government is 
working hard to make Delhi's air 
cleaner. 

“If we look at the data for 2022 
as compared to 2016, there has 
been a 30% decline in both PM2.5 
and PMIO0. Data also shows that 
in 2016, there were 26 ‘severe’ air 
days ~ when the pollutants were 
so high that Delhi had become a 
gas chamber and it was difficult 
for the citizens here to breathe. In 
2022, we had only six such days. 
Soon, we hope to reach such a 
stage where there will not be 
even one such day in the near 
future,” Kejriwal said at a parya- 
varan sammelan (environmental 
conference), organised by the 
Delhi government at Thyagraj 
Stadium on Monday, which was 
observed as the World Environ- 
ment Day. 

The gathering con- 
sisted of school teach- 
ers, students from over 
2,000 eco clubs from 
schools across the city, 
forest guards, govern- 
ment officials, and 
members of RWAs. 
Environment minister 
Gopal Rai was also 
present. 

However, the Bharatiya Janata 
- Party (BJP) dismissed Kejriwal’s 
claims, with leader of the opposi- 
tion in the state assembly Ramvir 
Singh Bidhuri saying that the 
condition of Delhi's roads is very 
poor, and the deteriorating state 
of public transportation is con- 
tributing significantly to air pol- 
lution. 

Separately, lieutenant gover- 
nor (LG) VK Saxena celebrated 
World Environment Day by 
undertaking a plantation drive at 
Yamuna Vatika, a garden being 
created on the western banks of 
the Yamuna. 
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Kejriwal, speaking about the 
initiatives undertaken by his gov- 
ernment to improve air quality in 
the Capital, said Delhi introduced 

the Tree Transplantation Policy in 
2020- mandating that not only is 
compensatory plantation done in 
the city, but trees are transplanted 

toa new location. 
He said the govern- 

ment facilitated a 
switch to cleaner fuels 
in 2018, with industries 
now running on piped 
natural gas (PNG), and 
launched a real-time 
source apportionment 
study this year and was 
also working to 

improve air quality at 
the 13 pollution hot spots identi- 
fied by the Delhi Pollution Con- 
trol Committee in 2018. 

“We have also, successfully 
been able to implement the 
"Yuddh Pradushan Ke Virrudh’ 
(war against pollution) cam- 
paign. Through our efforts aimed 
at reducing pollution caused by 
stubble burning, the use of the 
bio-decomposer solution devel- 
oped by the India Agricultural 
Research Institute has meant 
Delhi has witnessed a significant 
decline in stubble burning inci- 
dents,” Kejriwal said. 

“In 2013, the area under green 

CM Arvind Kejriwal during the 'Paryavaran Sammelan’, at 
Thyagraj Stadium in New Delhi on Monday. c 

    
ANI 

cover was around 20% and cur- 
rently, it is 23%. We have set an 
ambitious target of planting 5.2 
million lakh saplings this year, 
which demonstrates our determi- 
nation to foster a greener and 
healthier future,” he added. 
The CM said that the air does 

not belong to Delhi alone, adding, 
“On this occasion of the World 
Environment Day, I urge every- 
one gathered here to take the 
pledge to clean and protect the 
environment in Delhi.” 

Rai said more such conferen- 
ces will be held in the future. 

“Under the chief minister's 
leadership, we will extend this 
campaign to every corner of | 
Delhi. In collaboration with eco 
clubs, RWAs, religious institu- 
tions and traders’ associations, 
we will organise similar Parya- 
varan Sammelans across differ- 
ent parts of Delhi to not only pro- 
mote environmental awareness, 
but also facilitate the distribution 
of plants,” he said. 

LG Saxena undertook a planta- 
tion drive at Yamuna Vatika. He 
tweeted, “This is a new perma- 
nent eco-sustainable green recre- 
ational asset, being developed by 
the DDA for the people of Delhi, 
after Asita & Baansera. This will 
also help rejuvenate the 
Yamuna.” 

TUESDAY 
JUNE 06,2023 ——
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Delhi celebrates world environment day 
LG launches 
makeover of 

  

_ River. Saxena highlighted that 
- Yamuna Vatika, like other simi- 

lar projects, aims to restore the 
ecological character of the 
Yamuna floodplains while pro- 
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STAFF REPORTER @ NEW DELHI 

elhi Lieutenant-Governor 
VK Saxena along with 

Union Minister of State for 
Culture & External Affairs 
Meenakshi Lekhi celebrated 
World Environment Day by 
Jaunching the extensive overhaul 
-and makeover of the 450-acre 
Yamuna Vatika. 

The project is being under- 
| taken by the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) as part of the 
ongoing Restoration and 
Rejuvenation scheme. of the 
Yamuna floodplains. The ambi- 
tious project had been in limbo” 
for over 7 years, gained momén- 
tum after the Delhi High Court 
ruled in favour of the DDA. 

In a bold and. unconven- 
tional move, Saxena planted 500 
Chinar and 500 Cherry Blossom 
saplings at Yamuna Vatika, which 

‘is the latest permanent -public 
green asset being created in 
Delhi after the successful devel- 
‘opment of Asita and Baansera. 

Located on the Western 
i Bank of the floodplains, stretch- 
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ing from the Old Railway Bridge 
to ITO Barrage, Yamuna Vatika 
spans approximately 450 acres. 
This endeavor marks the first 
time that flora species like Chinar 
‘and Cherry Blossom havé been 
introduced in Delhi. Recently, 
Chinar and Cherry Blossom 
saplings were planted on the 
Yamuna islands, showcasing 

rapid growth. + 
, At Yamuna Vatiika, Chinar 

and Cherry Blossom saplings 
“have been strategically planted 
over 10 acres of land in a 3-layer 
circular grid formation, with a 
large lush green patch inthe cen- ° 

E aw = 

LG VK Saxena planting a sapling on the ‘occasion of World Environment Day at 
Gadi Madnu in North East Delhi on Monday 
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ter. These trees, when in full 
bloom, will provide a majestic 
view. The saplings were first 
acclimatized to Delhi’s weather 
conditions in nurseries under 
controlled atmospheres for a 
month before being transplant- 
ed on the Yarhuna floodplains. 
Speaking on the occasion, the Lt. 
Governor expressed his belief 
that the DDAs efforts in restor- 
ing ‘the Yamuna floodplains 
would not’only create environ- 
ment-friendly permanent green 
recreational assets for the people 
of Delhi but also help mitigate 
direct pollution into the Yamuna 

viding’ relief from the dense 
urban landscape of Central and 
East Delhi, 

The project will offer an 
open recreational space to resi- 
dents living in residential 
colonies on the Eastern Banks of 
the river, including Daryaganj, 
Kashmere Gate, the Walled chy 
and commuters from~ Nort 
Delhi. : 

Yamuna, Vatika will feature 
a 10-acre garden of ‘seasonal 
flowers, walkways, ° 
jogging/cycling tracks, eco- 
friendly temporary structures 
for eateries and cafeterias, pub- 
lic utilities, event areas, a bio- 
retention zone, an adventure 
zone with a kids’‘play area, and 
a wetland with a viewing deck. 

The existing depressions 
have been restored and trans- 
formed into water bodies/wet- 
lands, with four water bodies 
covering an area of about 7.40 
hectares that can hold approxi- 
mately 185 million liters of flood- 
waters. Additionally, approxi- 
mately 12,600 trees of floodplain- 

_ specific species and around 55 
lakh riverine grasses are being 
planted. :
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L-G and MoS Culture Lekhi 
plant chinar, cherry blossom 
Sapling's in ‘Yamuna Vatiika’ 
  

OUR CORRESPONDENT 
  

NEW DELHI: Saplings of chinar and cherry 
blossoms were on Monday planted by Delhi 
Lt Governor V K Saxena and Union minister 
Meenakashi Lekhi in the ‘Yamuna Vatiika’ being 
developed as part of an ongoing restoration and 
rejuvenation of the Yamuna floodplains. 

The plantation drive was undertaken as part 
of an event organised by the Delhi Develop- 
ment Authority (DDA) to mark World Envi- 
ronment Day. 

‘Yamuna Vatiika’ is spread over an area of 
approximately 450 acres on the western bank 
of floodplains from Old Railway Bridge to ITO 
Barrage, officials said. 

As part of the drive, 500 saplings of cherry 
blossoms and as many of chinar were planted at 
the “latest permanent public green asset” being 
created in Delhi, after the development of Asita 
and Baansera, they said. 

“On the occasion of World Environment 
Day, the L-G joined a plantation drive at Yamuna 
Vatiika on the western bank of river Yamuna. 
Happy to see a permanent eco-sustainable green 
recreational asset that is being developed by DDA 
for the people of Delhi, which will restore the 
glory of Yamuna and rejuvenate the floodplains 
thereby creating breathable public green space,’ 
Lekhi tweeted. 

The L-G said efforts being made by the 
DDA for restoration of the Yamuna flood- 
plains will not only create environment-friendly 
permanent green recreational assets for the 
people of Delhi but also mitigate direct pollu- 
tion of Yamuna. 

The ambitious project was lying in limbo 
for over seven years, and gained impetus, after 

the Delhi High Court passed an order in favour 

of the DDA, according to an official statement 

issued by the urban body. 
It is for the first time that an effort has been 

made to introduce flora species like chinar 

   

  

and cherry blossoms in Delhi. Recently, chi- 
nar and cherry blossoms were planted on the 
Yamuna islands and the saplings have shown 
rapid growth, it said. 

At ‘Yamuna Vatiika, saplings of chinar and 
cherry blossoms have been planted on over 10 
acres of land in a three-layer circular grid for- 
mation with a big lush green patch in the cen- 
tre, the DDA said, 

These trees, when in bloom, will offer a majes- 
tic view. These saplings were first kept under a 
controlled atmosphere in nurseries for a month 
to let them acclimatise to Delhi’s weather. There- 
after, the saplings were planted on the Yamuna 
flood plains today, it said. 

‘Yamuna Vatiika} like other similar projects, 
envisages restoration of the ecological character 
of the floodplains of river Yamuna, while also 
providing respite from the dense urban charac- 
ter of central Delhi and east Delhi, Saxena was 
quoted as saying in the statement. 

Lakhs of people living in residential colonies 
on the eastern banks of the river, Daryaganj, 
Kashmere Gate and the Walled City, apart from 
commuters from north Delhi, will find an open 
recreational space at this project being aestheti- 
cally developed, he said. 
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