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DDA carries very special

AAP expresses concern
over ongoing demolition
drive in South Delhi

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

responsibility: Jaishankar

Exicrnal Affairs Minister S

Jaishankar said on Friday,
the Delhi Development

| Authority (DDA) carries a very
special responsibility and the
change they bring is not just for.
the Capital city, it is an impres-
sion of India. He also thanked
it as his parents also lived in a
DDA flat.

Interacting with the officers
and émployees of DDA,
Jaishankar said any change that
is brought in Delhi, also has a
model impacton the rest of the
country.

“Sushma Swaraj and | used
to discuss that our Minister-
Secretary combination was the
best one as we have carried out
many important responsibilities
together. DDA carries a very
special responsibility, the change
that they bring is not just for the
capital city, it is an impression

| of India. Any change brought
in Delhi, also has a model
impact on the rest of the coun-
| try and today, the world is

-

s

External Attairs Minister S Jaishankar during Dialogue with Students' event-at the
Aryabhatta College of Del University, in New Delhi on Friday

looking at us with a great deal
of respect,” he said. “My parents
also lived in DDA flats. |
always wanted to thank all of

you for the work that you have

done,” he added.

“1 have seen governments
over the past 40 years, and this
F(wern ment is completely dif-

erent. It has a sense of com-.

mitment and a sense of respon-
sibility]” he said. Minister of
State for External Affairs
Meenakshi Lekhi was also a part

Ranjan Dimri | Pioneer

of the event. The external affairs

minister has been holding meet-
ings and events as part of BJPs
outreach campaign on nine
years of the Modi government.
Jaishankar, along with former
Gujarat chief minister Vijay
Rupani, has been deputed by the
BJP to oversee a month-lonE
campaign actoss seven Lol
Sabha constjtuencies of Delhi to
highlight the achievements of
Narendra Modi Government in
its nine years at Centre.

OUR CORRESPONDENT bilitating the residents under
the PM Awas Yojana and the ]
NEW DELHI: The Aam Aadmi  Rehabilitation Policy 2015. Qut

Party (AAP) expressed concern
over the ongoing illegal demo-
lition drive conducted by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) in South Delhi, despite
a stay order issued by the Delhi
High Court.

'The demolition drive has
resulted in the displacement
of numerous slum dwellers
in the region. Advocate Van-
dana Sinha filed a writ petition
on behalf of the affected resi-
dents, leading to the issuance
of a notice by the High Court
and an order to halt the demo-
lition drive. However, the DDA
has continued with the demoli-
tions, going so far as to forcibly
evict residents and disconnect
essential services like electric-
ity and water,

According to Sinha, the
DDA was entrusted with reha-

of approximately 3,024 houses
in the area, only 1,864 residents
were declared eligible for reha-
bilitation by the DDA, leaving
1,029 families without proper
housing.

Prior to the MCD election,
the BJP made promises of
“Jahan Jhuggi Wahan Makaan”
which it did not fulfil. BJP MP
Ramesh Bidhuri, during the
election campaign, stated that
all 3,024 families had been pro-
vided with permanent housing,
However, an RTT inquiry has
revealed that only 1,864 fami-
lies have received such alloca-
tions, contradicting the claims
made. The AAP has called for
a fair resolution to the issue,
urging the DDA to allocate
proper permanent housing to
all affected families, without
discrimination.

DDA'S WORK GIVES IMPRESSION OF

INDIA: EAM S JAISHANKAR

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Development Authority carries

very special responsibility and the change they bevig a
not just for the national Capital, it is an impression of |:d‘
External Affairs Minister S Jaishankar said on Friday ia,
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Najafgarh drain water quality as
biochemical oxygen demand dips

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE ‘

NEW DELHI, JUNES

WATER QUALITY in Yamuna is
showing signs of improvement
with the biochemical oxygen
demand (BOD) - the proportion
of which determines the level
of pollution inawater body - in
the Najafgarh drainas well asin
the river from the point where it
meets the drain having fallen
compared to last year, accord-
ing to Delhi Pollution Control
Committee (DPCC) figures pre-
sented at a meeting on
Friday.

During the fifth meeting of
the High-Level Committee for
rejuvenation of the Yamuna,
chaired by Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena, progress on work so

ABREATHER

Findings shared in meeting on Yamuna rejuvenation

s Sl

2022 2023

45

42 49

i

far was reviewed. The commit-
tee was constituted on the or-
ders of the National Green
Tribunal (NGT) in January.
According to a communica-
tion from the L-G's office, DPCC
data shows that the BOD level
in the Najafgarh drain, which
was 80 mgflitre in January
2022, had dropped to 53
mg/litre in January 2023.
Further, the figure that was 76
mg/litre in May 2022 had
dropped to 48 mg/litre in May
this year. With several other
drains meeting the Najafgarh
drain and the latter eventually

January February March

April
(Data from Delhi Pollution Control Committee with regard to ISBT,
Kashmere Gate -- the point after Yamuna river meets Najafgarh drain)

meeting the Yamuna near
Wazirabad, ensuring clean wa-
ter in the drain is crucial to
keeping the river clean.

AtISBT Kashmere Gate, alo-
cation from where the DPCC
draws water for testing after the
Najafgarh drain mergesintothe
river, the BOD level, which was
42 mgflitre in January 2022, had
fallen to 38 mg/litre in January
2023, according to DPCC data
presented at the meeting. In
May, the BOD level in the river

atISBT was 55 mgflitre in 2022
and 38 mg/litre in 2023,

A total of 17 projects for
sewage treatment plants, out of
29that were earlier held up due
to non-availability of 1and, have
now been allotted land by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) and the Revenue
Department, according to the
communication from the L-G's
office.

When the NGT issued its or-
der on pollution in the Yamuna

in January, it had said that the
success of the committee
would be viewed in terms of re-
duction of pollution load,
adding the committee’s targets
should be measurable and iden-
tifiable. The tribunal’s order had
said that a pollution graph
should be prepared on a quar-
terly basis with the goal of “sub-
stantial reduction” by July 1.

Rejuvenation of the Yamuna
that is being monitored by the
committee includes treatment
of sewage and associated ex-
pansion of the sewerage net-
work along with construction
of sewage treatment plants,
treatment of industrial efflu-
ents, restoration of the flood-
plains and management of the
Najafgarh jheel.

Timelines on work must be
metand seamless inter-depart-
mental coordination is to be en-
sured, Saxena told officers, ac-
cording to the communication
issued by his office after the
meeting.

According to the final report
of the erstwhile Yamuna
Monitoring Committee submit-
ted in 2020, “improvement in
the quality of river water is
linked to the twin factors of
maintaining a minimum flow of
ﬁjesh water and reduction in the
discharge of polluted water.

pqth domestic and industrial,
Joining the river,”
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New Delhi: Sahid Alam moved
purof hizslumshackat Bhoomi-
heen Camp in south Delhi in Fe-
bruary to 3 DDA flat allotted to
him at Kalkaji Extension under
the in situ rehabilitation pro-
ject. With a proper house in his
name, Alam, 39, thought his life
would change. Itdid —butnot in
the way he thought it would.

Alam was allocated a one
BHK flat with a carpetareaof 25
sq metres after paving Rs 1.24
lakh, including Rs 30.000 as ma-

ve vears. He now says he wo-
uldn't mind going back tohisold
life in the slums. The myriad is-
sues he has faced in the new
DDA flat have left him deflated.
Water supply is a problem, the
flats are poorly maintained and
many haveseepage issues.

n November 2022, Prime Mi-
nister Narendra Modi had han-
ded over the Keys to the eligible
beneficiaries of Bhoomiheen
Camp after inaugurating 3.024
flats, constructed ata cost of Rs
315 crore. The hubble burst soon
enough when water woes beca-
me a headache. At the complex,
TOI saw water ankers ferrying
water to the flats. Several resi-
dents claimed this has been the
case ever since they shifted Lhe_‘-
re. Bishwajeet Sarkar, 32, who li-
ves in Block B. said. “The stora-
e tanks haven't been cleaned
and the water wearegiven bythe

intenance charges forthefirstfi-
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tankers is unhygienic.”
Sarkar added that when they
were allotted their flat a few

months ago, the house did not ha-

vedoorknobsand window panes.

Just as exasperated and wa-

vingacopyof hiswritten compla-
int, Shikant Biswas, 39, who mo-
ved into his flat in A Block a
month ago, raged, “How can [ mo-
ve into a flat with no door and
taps? It's a new flat yet there is wa-
ter seepage on the kitchen cei-
ling. Every day, I urge the official

to fix these issues only to hear
them tell me to return later be-
cause they don’t have the materi-
alsfor repairs.” With his house in
Bhoomiheen Camp demolished,
he doesn’t have aplan B either:
Just as frustrated is Jharna
Mandal, 50, a domestic worker.
She has made umpteen compla-
ints about the poor quality of
water and the leaking ceiling to
no avail. She and others are jus-
tifiably aggrieved. Her neighbo-
ur fumed, “Why did DDA charge

us for maintenance if they can-
notdoit?"

There were also complaints
about non-functional lifts. Niti
Dutta, 52, who has paralysis in
oneof hislegs, said, “My flat ison
the 14th floor and on most days,
thelift does not work, It is very dif-
ficult for me to come and go from
home. We were excited about a
new life in a high-rise, but every
day werun intoa new problem.”

Responding to TOI's queries,
DDA officialsclaimed that the wa-

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
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Their dream house is rather watered down

ter supply was the responsibility
of Delhi Jal Board. “DDA isconti-
nuously pursuing D.JB to provide
bulk water meter connection, but
the request is pending,” said an
official. “DJB has also been requ-
ested to proportionally divert wa-
ter from Bhoomiheen Camp to
this residential complex with the
camp residents having shifted he-
re, but it has notacceded toour re-
quest. DDA is currently paying
for the water tankers.”

The official admitted that sa-
nitary fittings installed prior to
the handingover of the flatshad
beenstolen. “We have registered
FIRs for these thefts and are in
the process of replacing the sto-
len taps,” the official said, while
claiming. “All lifts are operating
and we are attending to compla-
ints immediatelv.”

According to DDA, 1.862 eli-
giblefamilies from Bhoomiheen
Camp were allotted flats at Kal-
kaji Extension. The remaining
1,162 Aats will be allotted to hou-
seholds from the JJ cluster in
Govindpuri and Kalkaji after
determining their eligibility
under the DUSIB policy for re-
settlement of slum dwellers.

Demolitions of the vacated
shacks at Bhoomiheen Camp
areunder way and170of the 262
structures have been brought
down. The rest haven't been to-
uched yet due to the stay orde-
red by DelhiHigh Courtandthe
acceptance of some appeals by
the appellate authority consti-
tuted by DDA.
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At Summit With Students

Focus On Our Neighbours Now Restored, Says Jaishankar

‘Shradha Chettri
Etmesgroup.com

New Delhi: Answering a gu-
eston by a student on what In-
dia could have done better in
foreign policy in the last nine
vears external affairs mini-
ster § Jaishankar said India
could have remained more fo-
cused on working with its ne-
ighbours He added, however,
that such a focus was restored
and now these counries think
India 15 their biggest friend
He told the student that if he
remembered anvthing besides
this, he would tweet it
Jaishankar was at Delhs
Unmversitv's Arvabharta Col-
lege on Friday as part of BIPs
outreach programme ahead
of the 2024 general elections.
Delhi BJP president Virendra
Sechdev and New Delhi MP
Meenaksh: Lekhi were part
af the event
‘When a student of Ram Lal
Anand College asked the ques-
tion on the foreign policy. Jais
hankar said. “It is hard 1o pin
ooint one single decision that
could have been better What
happens sometimes 12 vou
want to do something bt the
focus & not where you want it
10 be” He said that people in
the neighbouring countries
nad fixed deas about India
“They said nice things about
us, bur sawd other things 100
In between various problems
zmse But we should have

Rajesn Mehia

-

laishankar at hiuni Aryabhatta College on Friday as 3
part of BIP's sutreach programme ahead of the 2024 general elections

e
SJAISHANKAR SAYS

keptatitstrongly "
However, the minister added
that now, whether it was Nepal,
HBhutan, S Lanka or Bangla-
desh, all thought of India as a
good friend because of the help
rendered 10 themn during Covid
and economic orises.
Responding to a comment
about opposirion leaders tal-
king about India and its pro-

blems abroad, Jaishankar sa-
id, "In any democracy, there
will be arguments, differen
ces, diversity and opinions.
There should be too, it is im-
portant for democracy But the
problem lies when vou take it
out and ask people from outsi-
de to interfere on what is hap-
pening here, saying it's a glo
bal concern. That I think is not
good for the country™

Talking about the nine ye-
ars of the Modi government,
he said, “We are close to the
mament when we have to aga-
in win the trust of the peaple,
S0, we are here to remind you
about the work that has taken
place in the last nine years."
He talked about India's G20

country under Modi.

The minister said that
whatdifferentiated Modi from
other political leadersandstal-
warts outside politics was his
faith in the counory and its pe-
ople. “T have been a diplomat
For 40 vears but I decided tojoin
politics because | wanted to
make achange. I got a chance
to do so because we have a lea-
der with a vision wha is com.
mitted to the country,” he said.

After meeting the students,
Jaishankar visited the: DDA he-
adquarter at Vikas Sadan to
meetmembersof the DDA Wor-
kers' Association. He lauded
them for the work being done
by DDA to ease life in the city
Fi said Delhi, like the rest of
Endia, saw major changes in the
last few wears becauss of
strongleadershipat the Centre.

At Sarvodaya Enclave in
south Delhd, he met renowned
heart surgeon Dr Viveka Ku-
mar. There he said, “4 doctor
does not connect only with the
patient, but with the patient's
entire family. I request all doc-
torstospread awareness about
Ayushman Bharat Yojana for
the poor and about Jan Aus-
hadhi Kendras, which provide
cheap medicines to everyone.”

The minister later interac-
ted with the members of the
Art of Living at Janpath, app-
reciating their work during
the pandemic. He ended the

the most remote parts of the

day with blessi at
Ternple in Sarojini Nagar.

]?Flats for slum dwellers,
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sustainable development in focus

New Delhi: At an interaction
with external affairs minister
5 Jaishankar and his junior
minister Meenakshi Lekhi,
Delhi Development Authoriny
vicechairman Subhasish Pan-

projects on in-situ slum rehaki-
litation, transit-oriented deve
Iopment, land pooling and the

tion with DDA workers as part
of the natlonal outreach to
mark nine vears of the Modi go-
vernment, Panda said, “While
the work ks in progress at the
first TOD in Karkardeoma, 12
other TOD nodes have been
identified. Given that mixed-use
development will help reduce
travel time, walking distances
and providea safeenvironment,
weare creating these structures
nesr major multi-modal transit
hisbs, highways, ete.”

There are 10 sites identifi-
ed for in-situ rehabilitation
covering 18 slums. “At pre-
sent, work has been comple-
ted at one in-situ project in
Kalkaji,” the vice-chairman
said. “The project at Jailor-
wala Bagh is likely to end in
August and at Kathputli Colo-
ny, by December-end.

Of the 134 sectors identifi-
ed for land pooling, in 20 sec.
tors, 70% land pocling had be-
en accomplished and consor-
titim formation notice issued
in two sectors while provisio-
nalnotices had been issued in
12 sectors. Pandn elabarated,
“The land pooling policy |s
applicable in 105 villages and

o< WHAT'S IN STORE

| SIX OBJECTIVES AND
| POLICY AREAS
foritising
environment
sustainability by
encouraging fandpooling,
green development
2 Facilitating economic
development

Enhancing heritage,

> 10 sites identified for in sitw » Thesa mCiuge 2 L&-hectare
sium development: DDA s site running from Wasratad ©
working in coordination with Ol Radwary 3noge named =
MoHUA o form 2 policy Vasudev Ghat by the P

> 12 transat- > DDA pars

to those contributing in
conservation
4““91'0\'“9
| housing and social
| infrastructure, including A
! cycliog 12 sectoes
housing schemes ower 3.3 and 18 idometrss s n
Moving towards low > Having 40,000 imventonyAmsold  Drogress
SGII‘hunmbthy mmmmmw > Urban Extension Road-
Jient people at highty . s Dropect and due for
6mngm > 90% work compieted at four raugEanon
and urban regeneration | Ut of 10 rEStoration proecISon . 15 D parks desvedoped anc
 Yamuna fioodplain named after unsung nems
the toml poolable land 15  thegeneral public.” hesaid phase, & 3km stretch for hots
20,640 hectares, Of this, 7435 As for the rejuvenation of  on-grade and elevated Teci
hectares have been pooled. ™ the Yamuna flocdpiain Pands  has been plarned. “The Tack

Panda also said that DDA
was taking steps (o increase
the saleof flats. of which it had
an inventory of 40,000 units.
“Bestdes amending regula-
tions, suchas permitinga per
son who already owns a DDA
flat o apply for another, weare
affering flats 10 people from
the lower economic strata at
highly subsidised rates, invi
ting government depart
ments organisations 1o buy
flats and giving some relief 1o

claimed thas 90% of the work
had been done in four of the 10
restoration sites with the rest
0 be finished Devember
“We faced challenges such as
portions of our developed land
being taken over for the RRTS
and NHAT projects. We will fio-
Cus on at least rejuvenating

o ovelewalh mack
s In the first

over five

will 20 via parks and soeen

will require permisasos A.
bave submutted 3 plan
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DDA to build new
ghat on Yamuna,

Snehil Sinha

snehil. smha@hlndustannmes (orn

NEW DELHI: In an initiative
aimed at building continuous
non-motorised infrastructure in
the city, the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) will develop
over 200km of cycle tracks
across the Capital at the cost of
2550 crore, officials said on Fri-
day. The tracks will be developed
in three phases, and some of
them will pass through various
parks and green areas, the offi-
cials said.

“We have already sent the
proposal for the entire network
to the Supreme Court's principle
committee for green areas for
approval. We are hoping that the
first phase of 36km will be
approved soon,” said Subhasish
Panda, DDA vice-chairperson.

While an initiative to promote
non-motorised transport in a
traffic-choked city is welcome,
haphazard development of cycle
tracks will not be helpful. Delhi
already has several kilometres of
cycle tracks but these lie unused
because of encroachment, mis-
use and lack of practical routes.
To ensure safety of cyclists and
encourage such transport, the
authorities will need to focus on
holistic development of safe
cycle tracks that are seamless
and practical, So far these initia-
tives have not worked despite
elaborate plans.

The announcement came ata
press conference organised by
DDA to apprise Union external
affairs minister S Jaishankar and
minister of state (MoS) Meenak-
shi Lekhi about its ongoing work
and the achievements. Jais-
hankar is the Delhi in-charge of
the BJP's 30-day campaign,
which started on Thursday, to
highlight the party’s achieve-
ment over the last nine years.

In another announcement,
Panda said that DDA is develop-
ing a new ghat on the western
bank of Yamuna, which will be
called Vasudev Ghat on Prime
Minister Narendra Modi's sug-
gestion, where at least 1,700
native trees will be planted.

DDA said the Project Sanc-
tioning Committee under Urban
Development Fund of the Union

" ministry of housing cycle tracks

200km Cyc]e track

According to officials,
the cycle tracks will be
developedin three
phases, and some of
them will pass through
various parks and
green areas

project has given its nod to the
cycle tracks project. While 80%
of the cost will be borne by UDF,
DDA will incur the remaining
cost. Officials said that the plan
includes 2.5-metre-wide cycle
tracks and two-metre-wide
pedestrian tracks.

“The tracks will have origin
and destination plazas, interme-
diate stations, land bridges and
other ancillary development
work such as plantation,” saida
DDA official, asking not to be
named. The tracks were largely
planned in the NDMC areas.

According to experts, the
tracks need to be segregated and
continuous for these to be used
by regular commuters. "...Why
these are easily encroached
upon is because these are not
built properly and are not even
preferred by cyclists. Cycle
tracks have to be completely
accessible and segregated from
high-speed traffic, so that
cyclists are safe.” said Sarika
Panda Bhatt, co-founder, Raah-
giri Foundation.

On the upcoming Yamuna
ghat, the DDA VC said it will be
built between the existing
Yamuna ghat and Nigam Bodh
Ghat. Spread over 16 hectares,
DDA said it has started cleaning
the area and planting of saplings.

“Wastewater from the exist-
ing drains will be filtered using
coir logs and reed plantation
before releasing into the river,”
said the official cited above.
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ive sports facilities in
Dwarka, Rohini by Dec

Snehil Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Five of the six new
sports complexes in Dwarka and
Rohini will be open to the public
by end of this year, the Delhi
Development Authority has said,
in what s touted as a major push
to growth in the largely residen-
tial areas of the city.

Another key project. an
18-hole golf course in Dwarka
Sector 24 spread across 166 acre
— the largest golf course in the
city built by DDA, is also sched-
uled to be thrown open by year-
end, according to officials aware
of the matter. Itis being builtata
total cost 315247 crore, the offi-
cials added.

The soon-to-open sperts com-
plexes include one in Dwarka
Sector 17 being built ata cost of
292 crore; the project was earlier
scheduled to finish by July this
vear, officials said.

Meanwhile, the construction
work for sports complexes in
Sectors 23, 8 and 19 in Dwarka
and Sector 33 in Rohini is under-
way, officials said.

“All of these five sports com-
plexes as well as the golf course
are about to be completed and
will be opened by the end of this
year. Most of the infrastructure
development work is done and
we are working on the final
touches. Once thatis done, tend-
ers will be floated for coaches
and maintaining other facilities,”
said Subhasish Panda, Vice
chancellor, DDA.

The facility in Dwarka Sector
8 will be the largest among the
five new prajects. Spread across
23.3 acre, it is being built ata
cost of 366.75 crore, and will be
developed as a centre of excel-
lence in wrestling, weightlifting,
boxing, judo and kabaddi.

The sports complex in
Dwarka Sector 23 is spread
across 175 acre and is being built
at a cost of ¥39.67 crore. It will
developed as a centre of excel-
lence in football and hockey.

The 19.9 acre Dwarka Sector
19 sports complex is being con-
smructed at a cost of 81.79 crore
as a centre of excellence in ten-
nis and shooting, while the

Boost to sports infra <

DDA is currently in the process of finishing

six sports complexes in Dwarka, including
the Capital's largest integrated complex. A

look at all the facilities

R 0V/aRKA SECTOR 198
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DEC 22,2022: HT reported the
five key projects which will
come up in Dwarka, including a
53-acre sports facility featuring
230,000-seater stadium.

Rohini sports complex in Sector
33 hasanarea of 22.82 acre and
is being constructed at a cost of
2109.51 crore. With an Olympic-
size swimming pool. it will be a
centre of excellence in aquatics,
according to DDA.

The land owning authority
has also started work on one of
the Capital’s largest integrated
sports complexes in Dwarka Sec-
tor 19B, which will have a
30,000-seat cricket-and-football
stadium, apart from an indoor

multi-sports facility.

Spread over 53 acre, it will be
DDA's the first sports project to
be developed on a public-private
partnership. It will also have
commercial facilities, including
retail, hotel, hespitality, and
office space. The ¥250-crore
project, which will be ready by
2024, will be developed by
Omaxe Limited, said officials
associated with the project.

While DDA manages two
other golf courses in the city - an
18-hole "‘Qutub golf course in
Lado Sarai and the nine-hole
Bhalaswa golf course -- the
upcoming project in Dwarka
Sector 24 will also include a club
house and driving range. offi-
cials said.

As part of its key project
aimed ata major infrastructure
overhaul in the region, DDA is
also constructing its first-ever
luxury flats in Dwarka overlook-
ing the golf course that is
expected to be opened for draws
in the second half of the year.

All sports facilities of DDA
can be.used by the public

w058

|DWARKASECTOR 23
. Centre for football,

Deadline: Dec 2023
Area; 125 acre
Cost; ¥39.67 crore

e © (107 33, ROHINI
Centre for aguatics

Deadline: Dec 2023
Area 22.82 acre
Cost; 1109.51 crore

EXISTING
SPORTS

{ FACILITIES
15 sports

complexes
3 mini sports

 complexes

| 2 golf courses

. 17 swimming

pools

| 40 multigyms

-

Centre for wrestling, weight
lifting, boxing, judo, kabaddi

Deadline: Dec 2023
Area: 23.3 acre
Cost: ¥66.75 crore

through a daily booking, apart
from the various memberships
that it offers.

The existing sports facilities
owned and managed by DDA
include 15 sports complexes,
three mini sports complexes,
two golf courses, 17 swimming
pools and 40 muld-gyms.

Conceptualised in the 1980s,
the Dwarka sub-city has an est-
mated population of nearly one
million comprising mostly mid-
dle and upper middle income
groups. There are 352 coopera-
tive group housing societies and
52 pockets developed by DDA,
making it one of the biggest resi-
dential hubs in the city.

“This is a great facility and
residents are eagerly waiting for
the sports complexes. However,
the population of Dwarka is
huge and it is difficult for five
such facilities to give member-
ship to evervone. So, they should
allow everyone to use the facility,
even non-members,” said San-
Jeev Bhamagar, president of Sha-
man Vihar society in Dwarka
Sector 23,
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DDA writes to LG
over DJB delay on
nod for rehab work

Times News Network

New Delhi: Delhi Develop-
ment Authority has written to
lieutenant governor VK Saxe
naand alleged that the work to
lay water and sewer lines at
Jailorwala Bagh, a rehabilita-
tion housing project for slum
dwellers, was stalled due to
Delhi Jal Board's delay in gi-
ving the necessary approvals.

While the project was rea-
dy to be inaugurated and the
houses allotted, the absence
of water and sewer network
had delayed the project, it
further alleged.

DDA has also added that
the residents of Kalkaji reha-
bilitation project were forced
to rely on tankers for water in
absence of a regular water
supply by DJB.

While the two in situ slum
rehabilitation projects have
been executed by DDA, DJB is
controlled by the Delhi go-
vernment. No immediate re-
action was available from the
AAPgovernment.

According to officials
from the LG secretariat,

units have been built un-
der the in situ rehabilita-
tion of slumsat Jailorwala
Bagh near north Delhi's
Ashok Vihar for which the
draw of lots has also taken
place.

While the project was
ready to be inaugurated
and the houses allotted,
the absence of water and
sewer network had
delayed the project, the
letter alleged

fease of drawings, The DJB of-
ficials said the reasons can be
informed only after the minu-
tesof meetingareissued,” cla-
imed an official from the LG
Secretariat.
Accordingtoofficials, Saxe-
na had visited the project on
April 4 this vear and had direc-
ted DDA to complete the work
latest by May 31. “The project is
to be inaugurated by a dignita-
ry this month,” said an official.
Referring to the Kalkaji
project, officials said despite
having the underground wa-
ter reservoirs and a network
of water lines, there was no

supply of piped water. Over

1,800 families have shifted to
multistorey flats in Kalkaji.

Times News NETWORK

They added while DDA
had already paid Rs 16 cro-
re in February 2023, DJB
was yet to provide the app-
roved water supply and se-
wer network drawings.
“The agency cannot lay
these services and const-
ruct roads over them un.
less it has the approved
drawings from DJB. The
work is getting unnecessa-
rily delayed due to this,”
said an official.

“When the DDA engi-
neers spoke to the DJB offi-
cials, they were informed
that the ‘competent autho-
rity’ had ‘withheld' the re-

|
1.675 multi-storey dwelling }
|

New Delhi: Water minister Saurabh Bha-
radwaj challenged lieutenant governor VK
Saxenaon Saturday toshow any new projects
orinitiatives launched by himto clean the Ya-
muna. Theminister said that Saxenawastry-
ingtoclaimallcreditfor the DelhiJal Board's
significant progress in cleaning the river.

In response, Raj Niwas termed the state-
ments of the water minister as “petty, self-
defeating and laughable” and quoted the or-
der of National Green Tribunal giving Sax-
ena the power to head a high-level commit-
tee on theriver cleaning.

Bharadwaj's claim was that all progress
made in cleaning the Yamuna's water was
the result of the comprehensive six-point
action plan announced by chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal in November 2021. Delhi
government strongly criticised what it cal-
led the “misleading claims™ of the LG's offi-
ceon the river cleaning efforts.

DJB's six-point action plan had steps like

increasing sewage treatment capacity, in-si-
tu treatment of sewage in major drains, up-
gradation of effluent treatment plants to
handle industrial waste, linking of commu-
nity toilets and JJ clusters to the sewage sy-
stem, expanding household sewage connec-

Bharadwaj's claim was that all
progress made in cleaning the
Yamuna's water was the result of the
comprehensive six-point action plan
announced by CM Arvind Kejriwal

tions and desilting and rehabilitating the se-
werage system, "It is evident that the .G has
notsanctioned or approved even a single pro-
ject related tothe Yamuna cleaning. Theong-
oingattemptstostealcredit for the hard work
and dedication of Delhi government are un-
warranted and unjust,” declared Bharadwaj.

Raj Niwas alleged that in the past eight
years, the state government had only made

Govt, LG office spar over Yamuna plans

hollow promises and not delivered on the
Yamunacleaning. “Had the government do-
ne a single concrete thing with regards to
cleaning the Yamuna in the last eight years,
apart from making hollow announcements.
issuing advertisements and hoisting ban-
ners, NGT would not have slammed Delhi
government for inaction on this front and
constituted a special high-level committee
and requested the LG to chair it.” a state-
ment released by the LG's office said.

The statement also quoted the observa-
tions of NGT, which, in January, said that
the "situation to a great extent remains un.
satistactory™ with regard to the river. The
greencourt had added, “In the light of above
cl1§cussu‘m‘ we constitute a high-level com-
mittee of authorities in Delhi where pollu-
tionof Yamuna is higher (about 75%), com-
pared wlnhotherriverbasmstates. Wérequ-
est tlhe lieutenant governor of Delhi, who is
chairman of DDA andadministrator of Del-

hi under Article 239 of th tuti
2 e Constity
head the committee”, MR
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Credit wars: AAP
govt, L-G spar over

Yamuna yet agam

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI.JUNE 10

THE DELHI government and the
L-G Office confronted each
other Saturday over credit for a
marked improvement in pollu-
tion levels of the Yamuna river.

Water Minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj issued a challenge to
the Delhi L-G to present any

new projects he had initiated
for the river's cleanliness
“claiming credit" for the AAP
government's work.

An L-G House official termed
the allegations “petty, self-defeat-
ing, and laughable™. The offical
claimed that had the Delhi gov-
ernment done a “single concrete
thing” with regard tocleaning the
Yarmuna in the last eight years,
apart from making “hollow an-
nouncements”, the National
Green Tribunal would not have
“slammed the Delhi government
for inaction and constituted a spe-
cial high-level committee and re-
quested L-G to chairit”

The official quoted from the
NGT order dated January 9, in
which the bench had observed,
“It does appear thatthe situation
to a great extent remains unsat-
isfactory, in violation of judg-
ment of Hon'ble Supreme Court

and orders of this tribunal, fixing
rigid timelines, which are being
defied at whims, without ac-
countability and without visible
improvement..." It further said:
« _we constitute high-level com-
mittee of concerned authorities...
We request Lieutenant Gove-
rnor, Delhi, who is Chairman
DDA and Admimstrator of
Delhi... to head the committee.”

Water quality in the Yamuna
is showing signs of improvement
with the biochemical oxygen
demand — proportion of which
determines pollution levels in a
water body — having fallen com-
pared to last year in Najafgarh
drain and in the river from the
point where it meets the drain,
according to Delhi Pollution
Control Committee figures pre-

Saurabh Bharadwaj and
the L-G's Office traded barbs
over theissue

sented at a meeting on Friday.
During the fifth meeting of
the high-level committee,
chaired by L-G VK Saxena,
progress onwork was reviewed.
Aday later, Bhardwaj accused
the L-G of seeking to claim credit
for Delhi government’s “signifi-
cant progress” in cleaning the
river, stating that progress made
had been executed in accordance
with six-point action plan an-
nounced by the Chief Minister in
Novemnber 2021. These, he said,
included increasing STP treat-
ment capacity, in-situ treatment
of major drains, upgradation of
CETPs to handle industrial waste,
linking community toilets and ]
clusters to the sewage system, ex-
panding household sewage con-
nections, and desilting and reha-
bilitating the sewerage systern.
“Regrettably, the L-G office
has been misrepresenting the
initiatives undertaken by the
Delhi government as his own.
The L-G office copies minutes of
meetings and presentations
from departments such as D|B
and Irrigation and Flood Control
Department, and presents them
falsely claiming that these are
the sole achievernents of the L-
G." Bhardwaj alleged.
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MUSEUM, Houseb mv S1r1 FORT AREA, REOPENS AFTER TWO YEARS

Officers’ club to heritage space: Inception of ASI Chlldren s Museum

author Apset Cour, who was in-
volved im the planming of
the TnsEET almest two decades

Munuster VP Singh wiho, she says,
deaded to pursue it through a
court case, and finally ASI got

\I'.RNDA?&AKALRA
NEW DELH- 'LINE in

agn Shevnadiyrecallshowinthe  charge of the space
1N THE hean‘ of Delhy, in the  late S0 she found Libourers dig- The then Culture Minister
bustling neighbourhood of Sin ging a mound near the Sim Fort  Ambika Sori decided to turm the
Fort arather nondescript board — wall one day. “At first | thought  building intoa henitage museum

welcomes visitors to the AS)
Children's Musgeum. Shut for
OVeT Iwo vears. its doors opened
agaun late last month and imine-
oves are now being planned o
invite children and introduce
them to soulptures from prom-
nent histonical sites located
across India whoss replicas the

they were workang for the ASL
But on questioning them, | re-
alised they were from the DDA
Thas{ the digging | was within 100
metres of 2 protected monu-
ment | immediately took up the
matter with the ASL but it took
over six months for the digging
0 Stop.” says Cour

for ctuldren. The comceptual
plans were prepared and. in con-
sultation with the National
Museum and archeologist KK
Muhamimed, sculptures from
around India and belonging o
different fime periods were
shortlisted to be created as re-
prodisctions to introduce chil-

musewm houses. Though a DDA Officers’ Club  dren to India’s rich heritage.
“No one can possibly visit  was subsequentiy built in the “It's a treasure trove for chal-

all these ates that aresuch signuf- — premises. a persstent Courtook.  dren.” savs Cour, Tecalling how

icant parts of our history”says  the matter to farmer Prime  herdaughter Arpana Caur com-
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stuiptures. each accompansed
Iy anelaborare t=a that not jss

2 Standing Buddha sculprure
from the Sth Century m Mathura
shares that this & 3 rare seodpte
of Buddha in Abhaya mudma
(wath the night hand rased and

= cheldren a5 e N"‘u lea

ot ber srle o snchant
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Pl
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800 flatsina yr

DDA

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hin dustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) is set to
launch schemes to allot 17,829
flats in various categories in two
phases over the next year,
according to Subhasish Panda,
vice-chairperson, DDA,

Officials said that 11,449 flats
| will be ready by the end of Octo-
ber this year while another 6,380
flats will be ready by March
2024. These include flats in the
high income group (HIG), mid
income group (MIG), low
income group (LIG) as well as
economically weaker sections
(EWS) categories. The largest
number of flats will be in the
MIG category, said Panda.

“We are on the verge of com-
pleting most of these flats which
will be ready in two batches — by

the end of October this year and

the end of March next year,”
added Panda.

All of the upcoming DDA flats
will be in Dwarka Sector 19B,
Bhakarwala near Mundka,
Dwarka Sector 14, and Narela sec-
tors Al to A4. Officials added that
the HIG or luxury flats are coming
upin Dwarka's Sector 19B and are
anew category for DDA as well. In
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the Dwarka flats, DDA will offer
luxury flats with penthouses and
terrace gardens overlooking a golf
course for the first time. The soci-
ety in Sector 19B will have 116 HIG
flats and 14 penthouses, along with
328 EWS units. Apart from
Dwarka, some of the HIG flats will
also be Narela,

Officials said that the price for
these flats has not been finalised
yet. However, the authority may
be inviting applications for the
draw of lots around Diwali this
yvear, and the allotment is
expected by early next year,

“The size of the penthouses
will be 266 square metres (sqm)
and the HIG flats will come in
two sizes of 129 sqm and 150 sqm.
Meanwhile, the MIG flats will be
of 84 sqm and the LIG flats will
be 40 sqm,” said a DDA official.

The flats expected to be ready
by October include 2,938 HIGs,
2,491 MIGs, 316 LIGs, and 3,904
EWS category flats. Additionally,
by March 2024, 1125 HIGs, 3.396
MIGs, and 1,859 EWS units will
also be ready, officials added.

DDA, till date, has launched
54 housing schemes, which
include 888 group housing socie-
ties and 118 cooperative housing
societies, with a total of 417,063
flats in all categories.

JUNE 12, 2023
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All of the upcoming DDA flats will be in Dwarka
Sector 14, and Narela sectors Al to Ad.

5 " " = ’ -
Sector 19B, Bhakarwala near Mundka, Dwarka
HT ARCHIVE
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Cycle Walk: DDA Plan Ready For
15km Track Amid Greens, Bridges

Leg A Route To Pass Through GK I1, Saket, Chirag Dilli; Project To Cover 200km

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority’s (DDA} Delhi
Cvecle Walk has seen develop-
ment recently with the authori-
ty submitting a plan for Phase 1
(Leg A) to the Supreme Court-
constituted Central empowe-
red Commirttee (CEC) and Rid-
ge Management Board (RMB)
for necessary approvals,

The project is unigque be-
causeitaimstoprovide cyeling
tracks along the greens of the
city and elevated bridges to al-
low hindrance-free movement.
“The preject aims te promote
pollution-free green commu-
ting and won't be connected to
roads," anofficial said.

“While the whole project
willcover 200 km and bedevelo-
ped infive phases, weare atpre-
sent focusing on 36 km long
Phase I, having both on-grade
(surface) and elevated tracks,”
said DDA vice-chairman Sub-
hasish Panda.

Phase | is divided into three
leps - Neelgai Line (Leg A), Pea-
cock Line (Leg By and Bulbul Li-
ne (Leg C). While Leg A will co-
ver Tuglakabad, GK 1, Govind-
puri, Malviva Nagar, Saket Dis-
trict Court, Chirag Dilli, Masjid
Moth and neighbouring areas,
Leg B will cover Lado Saria, Va-
sant Kunj Mall, etc. and Leg C
will cover GK 1, Sant Nagar, Neh-
ru Place, Asiad Village and the
Siri Fort area. The route will
connect some Metrostations too.

At present, DDA's focus is
Leg A, which is15.5km long and
a detailed report on this is sub-
mitted to CEC. “They will need
to visit the site and do a survey
Based on their recommenda-
rions and suggestions, further
changes would be made in the
project. Considering the cycle
route will be passing through fo-
rest, parks (including Archaeo-
logical Survey of India sites)
and private campuses, we have
also obtained approvals from
the RMBas well as National Mo-
nument Authority (NMA). As

| DOA'S DELHI CYCLE WALK PROJECT cons b Deadee

. g 36km I50crore  2025-end
> To develop > Route divided
about 200 km @% into 5 phases, Divided into three > A detailed report submitted to
of dedicated | Eetng legs | Neelgailine | SC-appointed Central Empowered
‘cycle walk track’ Tuglagabad, North  (Leg A), Peacock Line  Committee; survey pending
for poliution-free Campus, Janakpuri,  (Leg B) and Bulbul + Ridge Management Board has
commuting | among otherareas  Line (Leg C) given recommendations
COST OF PROJECT > The track will Leg A will cover Tughlagabad, Leg B will cover Lado Saria,
3550 crore pass through GK 11, Govindpuri, Malviya Vasant Kunj Mall, etc

‘ (B0% under Urban % green areas Na_gar‘ Saket Dlstflct Court, ug C will cover GK-1 Sant
Development Fund, of the city or Chirag Dilli, Masjid Moth and  Nagar, Nehru Place, Asiad
20% by DDA) will be elevated neighbouring areas

i

LT

PHASE-l Work in progress

i1 Gt

Village, Siri Fort, etc

ot

FEATURES

» 2.5m-wide
cycle track

+ 2m-wide
pedestrian track
» Plazas

» Intermediate
stations

» Land bridges
» Other ancillary
development

soon as the nod from the CEC 1s
received, we will apply for rela-
ted permissions from other
agencies,” said the DDA official.

The Leg A project will most-
ly have surface track and the
project will cost Rs 50 crore,
“Though we haveset targetsfor
implementing the project, de-
lays happen in getting appro-
vals and necessary sanctions.
Weare still committed to comp-
lete this portion in a time bo-

und manner,” said the official

Officials said that 80% of
the cost of the project will be
borne by the urban develop-
ment fund of MoHUA and the
rest by DDA,

The plan includes 2.5-met-
re-wide cycle tracks and two-
metre-wide pedestrian tracks.
The tracks will have originand
destination plazas, intermedi-
ate stations, land bridges and
other ancillary development

work. “Considering the route
will pass through the city 'sgre-
en areamainly, a kuccha track
will be preferred. The cycling
will give peoplean opportunity
to enjoy the greenery which
will be developed accordingly.”
said theofficial.

The remaining tour phases
of the project include the 65-km
phase 2 covering Vasant Kunj
iBlock C), Moti Bagh, South
Campus, Dhaula Kuan, Talka-

tora Stadium, Rajendra Nagar,
Rajendra Place, Pusaagricultu
re nstitute, Janak Puri, Dilli
Haat, Mavapuri Metroetc.
Phase 3 will be 46-km long
and will cover north Delhi
Phase 4 will be 25-km-long and
cover south east areas such as
Nizamuddin, Batla House,
Okhla, Jasola, and Mohan Es-
tate. Phase 5 will be 29 km long
covering Chattarpur, Maidan
Garhi, Deoli and other areas.
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