2

M VTar
. Litaly

TUAR, 5 syeire
, T 2023 AME OF NEWSPAPERS

T AT S

iﬁﬁwﬁlhv—vﬁ%mﬁ
TF gFEH I HTEER FH
I EE F Ay A
T 1 99 W st 9
SESte SUs 9% FHA H
e frgr 39 9@ EIEN,
i e o9 aE ¥ anNs
a3 TEE FE #
STrgen e

a1 % fF a4 fed s
ot (TEueE) F e
q2q 991 F A &9 W AS W
w TFE w1 FE R TR
=g = & 7 7 R R
o T g #1 e et
T |9y & a &9 T TEE
T | TEER S H e
s 9% 9% ¥ HeEr &
T 1 FH TEe =T H T
71 gF ¢ T FE g A
& g o A TGN F
=TT F ded AEAE o @

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY

PRES?® CLIPPING SERVICE

fora | 39 i § wedt

T SN el R ant § A F

YRy 3qI9A i e TR

_IUATF D

F) TE FE ¥ foC OEE T
§ yard R T W1 R 1T
T g o T 68
P R A 2 | IR

Wednesday, July 5, 2023
DELHL

'areas, HC tells DDA ’1

the authority floated a ten-

- THE HINDU -
Need to protect green
The Hindu Bureau Sports Complex (SFSC) by
NEW DELHI replacing it with an artificial

Stressing the “need to pro-
tect the green areas”, the
High Court directed the Del-
hi Development Authority
(DDA) not to destroy the
“ natural grass at Siri Fort

turf. Justice Najmi Waziri
asked the DDA, which man-
ages the SFSC, to not lay the
turf.
The order came on a PIL
by Sudhir Gupta, a perma-
nent SFSC member, after

der to lay an artificial turf
on the complex’s football
and hockey grounds, which
currently has manicured
natural grass.

The HC lauded the elder-

ly Mr. Gupta for being a “vi- |

gilant and spirited citizen”.
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LG, NGT chieanspe.ct Yamuna’s

ISBT to ITO Barrage stretch

STAFF REPORTER ™ NEW DELHI

elhi's Lieutenant Govefnor

VK Saxena along with
NGT Chairperson Justice
Adarsh Kumar Goel, conduct-
ed an inspection of the navi-
gable stretch of the Yamuna
river between ISBT and ITO
Barrage. The inspection took
place on a recently brought
Indian Navy Boat, following its
assessment of the stretch’s nav-
igability last month, as per the
LG's request.

Accompanied by senior
officials from stakeholder
departments such as DDA,
I&FC, MCD, and DJB, the LG
and NGT Chairperson also
assessed the progress of clean-
ing works on the river's flood-

the High-Level Committee

on January 9.

The visiting team. was
joified by priests representing
different faiths.The HLC has
been monitoring the rejuvena-
tion of.the Yamuna river
through eight distinct imple-
mentation parameters, includ-
ing the cleaning and restoration
of floodplains, as well as desil-
tation of accumulated sewerage

plains, under the guidance of |

(HLC) established by the NGT

i s

% F

in the river and its banks, The
first phase of restoring the
floodplains from Wazirabad
Barrage to I'TO Barrage beian
in February this year and has
since been completed, while
cleaning operations in the
stretch between ITO Barrage
and.Okhla are currently under-
way. During the occasion, the
LG highlighted the successful
completion of cleaning works
along the 11 km stretch until
the ITO Barrage, visible for
everyone to witness. He reit-
erated the need to involve the
common residents of Delhi in
any long-term solution for
Yamuna's rejuvenation. Once

-

!

the waterway becomes fully
navigable; citizens can active-
ly engage with the river, fos-
tering a sense of belongingness
towards the Yamuna, according
to Saxena.

The LG emphasized that
efforts to rejuvenate the river
have gradually begun to yield
encouraging results, evident
in physical appearance of the
ghats and jmproved, water qual-
ity when compared on a year-
to-year basis. Saxena specifi-
cally highlighted the extensive
endeavors to clean Najafgarh
Drain through desiltation and
diversion of drains to Sewage
Treatment Plants (STPs).
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NGT paneﬁ)m check air
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pollution around AIIMS

PNS m NEW DELHI

he National Green Tribunal
(NGT) has formed a pancl
to monitor the implementation
of the recommendations for
checking air pollution in and
around the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)
in a time-bound manner.
While entrusting the
responsibility of adopting the
measures required to reduce air
pollution inside the campus to
the medical institute's director,
the tribunal has also constitut-
ed a separate panel to study
identical issues at several other
government hospitals in the
national capital and issue
appropriate Standard
Operating Procedures (SOPs).
The NGT was hearing a
. petition claiming failure of the
authorities concerned to con-
trol air pollution in and around
premier healthcare institutions,
including AIIMS Delhi, to the
detriment. of the” health of
patients, their attendants, doc-
tors and staff. The NGT had in
March formed a seven-mem-
ber joint committee compris-'
ing the Central Pollution
Control Board (CPCB), Deputy

Commissioner of Police
(Traffic), area divisional or
District Forest Officer (DFO),
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD), Delhi Pollution
Control Committee (DPCC),
the AIIMS director or his nom-
inee and a nominee of the
Vardhman Mahavir Medical
College and Safdarjung
Hospital to make recommen-
dations to remedy the situation.
It said the committee has to file
an action taken report within
four months.

A bench of Chairperson
Justice A K Goel accepted the
report of the joint committee
filed on July 1,.and said the
measures suggested had to be
implemented in a time-bound
manner. I

.The bench, also compris-
ing" judicial member Justice
Sudhir Agarwal and expert
member. A Senthil Vel, said,
“We also agree that a hospital
complex being an environ-
mentally sensitive area, an
environmental management
plan is required not only cov-

éring the campus but also the

surrounding  periphery.
Prohibited and'regulated activ-
ities need to be identified and

. Development

mentioned in such a plan..”
Regarding the measures to be
adopted outside the AIIMS
campus, including control of
traffic congestion, removing
encroachments, congestion at
gates, speeding of vehicles,
improving road C()ndltl()n\'.
control of dust and other
sources ofgoLlutinn. the bench
constituted an eight-member
joint committee.

The committee compris-
ing representatives of the New
Delhi Municipal Corporation
(NDMC), Public Works
Department (PWD), Delhi

Authorit

(DDA), Delhi Police, city trat)-'
fic police, AIIMS, CPCB, and
DPCC has to prepare an action
plan in light of the recom-:
mendations of the joint com-
mittee and to monitor its exe-
cution in a time bound manner,
the bench said.

"Ambient air quality in
and around the campus be
monitored and as and when it
exceeds the laid down para-
meters within 500 meters of the
boundaries of AIIMS, regula-

" tory measures be taken in the

light of Graded Response
Action Plan (GRAP).
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'No artificial turf in Siri Fort Sports Complex
natural grass not be destroyed, says Delhi HC

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Observing that
green area in the midst of a
thickly populated residential
place is of far greater value than
a forest kilometres away from
a human habitation, the Delhi
High Court has directed the
authorities to not destroy the
natural grass in Siri Fort Sports
Complex (SFSC) and covert it
into artificial turf.

Justice Najmi Waziri said the
proposed introduction of artifi-
cial turf by the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority on the fields of
the sporting complex was not
only contrary to the judicial
orders but also “impermissible
and illegal”

“Such conversion of laying
of artificial turf will have to be
abandoned by the DDA. The
direction of the Supreme Court
and of the National Green Tri-
bunal to DDA (to not cut the
large number of trees in and
around the SFSC) and to ‘ensure
that the entire complex is duly
maintained’ is of much signifi-
cance and was for the purpose
of protecting the greenery in
the entire area,” said the court
in a recent order.

“The DDA shall maintain
the status quo passed in this
petition on 04.02.2020. The
said order is made absolute.
The football and hockey fields
which presently have natural
grass shall not be destroyed or
altered to artificial turf;’ ordered
the court.

The court said environment
belongs to all humans and liv-
ing creatures and while each
living being needs to be pro-
tected from damaged ecology,
there is also a shared duty and
responsibility on each individ-
ual to protect the environment
from harm.

The court’s order was passed
on a petition by Sudhir Gupta,
a senior citizen of over 75 years
of age, against the laying of arti-
ficial turf at SFSC by the DDA.

The DDA, which manages
the sports centre and is the land
owning agency, had floated a
tender for conversion of foot-
ball and hockey grounds, which
have manicured natural grass,
into a synthetic or artificial turf.

The petitioner, a perma-
nent member of the SFSC and
resident of the adjacent Asiad
Village, argued the synthetic
turf would be environmentally

degrading, rob the sports centre
of natural earth and harm the
players and people in its vicinity.

He submitted large quantity
of water is required just to keep
the artificial turf soft, playable
and cool in the heat and even
internationally, there is a shift
from artificial turf to natural
grass for playing football and
hockey.

The court, in its order,
observed that in a city like Delhi,
the ecology of small pockets of
green areas, which serve as its
lungs, is crucial and fragile and
therefore greater caution and
sensitivity has to be exercised.

It stressed that the land-
owning agencies hold land in
trust for future generations
and “creeping concretisation,
through seemingly innocuous
projects, need to be examined
from the prism of ecological
balance”.

“There can hardly be a case
for this city being robbed of
its green spaces in a few years
only because in one project
or the other, there is resultant
concretisation of the earth.
Today it is two sports fields,
tomorrow it would be some-
thing else;” it said. \ (
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Ecology of green
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HC: Green space in city
better than remote forest

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A green space in
the midstof a thickly-gopula-
ted residential area is of far
greater value than a forest
kilometres away from a hu-
man habitation”, the Delhi
high court has said, forbid-
d}ng authorities from destro-
ying the natural grass in Siri
Fort Sports Complex (SFSC).
) DDA planned to replace it
with artificial turf in the hock-
ey and football fields but was
taken to court by a senior citi-
zen who challenged themove.
“SFSC lies in the heart of
South Delhiand theadjoining
greenery needs to be protec-

ted at all costs, as the entire -

areaisa green lung for the ci-
ty,” Justice Najmi Waziri ob-
served in arecentorder.

“The .I‘E‘mg Ef artificial P ‘Green pkts crucial', P 5

» DDA had proposed to |
convert the grass in the '
football and hockey fields at
Siri Fort Sports Complex

into artificial turf

> Delhi HC says ecology

of city's green pockets is
crucial, fragile. Greater |
sensitivity must be exercised

» Rules that these sports

fields “shall not be destroyed |
or altered to artificial turf” |

turf will be an irreversible da-
mage to not only the football
and hockey fields but to the
/ contiguous green area and is |
likely to affect the people using
the immediately adjacent wal-
king path,” the court noted.
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'GRASS WILL STAY' ‘

pockets in city
crucial, says HC

Abhinav.Garg
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Ruling against
DDA's plan to convert the natu-
ral grass in the football and
hockey fields at Siri Fort
Sports Complex to artificial
turf, the high court underlined
that in a city like Delhi, the
ecology of small pockets of
green areas, which serve as its
lmxgs,iscrucialandﬁ'agﬂeand
therefore greater caution and
sensitivity hastobe exercised.

“Therecan hardly beacase
for this city being robbed of its
greenspaces in afew years on-
1y because inone projector the
other, there is resultant con-
cretisation of the earth. Today
it is two sports fields, tomor-
row it would be something
else,” Justice Najmi Waziri
said, reminding DDA of itsdu-
tyto ensurethat thenaturalen-
vironment ismaintained, safe-
guarded and improved.

“The environment is
much larger than a simple
football or hockey field... De- -
velopment is not always the

“creation of roads, buildings,
civic or industrial infrastruc-
ture etc. In a world of technol-

" ogy, travel and tearing hurry,

development is also manifes-
ted in the retention of deli-
cate ecology and green areas
of a neighbourhood, so as to
maintain the environmental
equilibrium for posterity,”
the courtsaid.

«Quch conversion...of ar-
tificial turf will have to be
abandoned by the DDA. The
direction of the Supreme
Court and of the National
Green Tribunal to DDA (to
not cut the large number of
treesinandaround the SFSC)
and to ‘ensure that the entire
complex is duly maintained’
is of much significance and
was for the purpose of pro-
tectingthe greenery intheen-
tire area,” Justice Waziri fur- }
ther noted. ‘

“The football and hockey
fields which presently have |
natural grass shall not be de- |
stroyed or altered to artificial
turf.” it directed, while hear- !
ingapleaby SudhirGupta. |

The courtalso highlighted
that recently, FIFA-related
football World Cup events
were held on natural grass
and even Salt Lake Stadium
in Kolkata, which earlier had
anartificialturf,hasreplaced‘
itg\‘iithanatural grassfield. J
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NGT Sets Up Eight-Member Pane
To Check Pollution Around AIIMS

HEALTH HAZARD: Dlrects It To Implement Recommendations Submitted By SPA

Times News Network

New Delhi: The National Green
Tribunal (NGT) has directed an
eight-memberjoint committee to
implement the recommenda-
tons submitted by School of
Planning and Architecture (SPA)
tocheck sourcesof pollution aro-
und AITMS Delhi. which has im-
pacted patients and staff. The tri-
bunal has also asked the panel to
monitor air quality in and aro-
und the hospital and, whenrequi-
red, put GRAP measures in place.

NGT, initsorderdated July
3, also constituted a five-mem-
berjoint committee, headed by
secretary, health ministry, to
check sourcesof pollutionout-
side all government district
hospitals or bigger facilities,
includingmedical colleges.

In June, SPA conducted a
survey on the directions of an
NGT-appointed committee he-
aded by Central Pollution
Control Committee (CPCB) to
assess pollution sources wit-
hin a 500-metre radius of Al-
IMS. It found traffic conges-
tion, irregular parking, encro-
achments, poor condition of

lservice roads and vehicle-pe-

Study Flags Traffic Mess, Irregular Parkmg As Key Issues Near Premier Hospital
‘Toxic air, congestion and encroachments:

destrian conflicts as the major-

causes, following which it lis-
ted preventive measures, ba-
sed on which thejoint commit-
tee submitted areport.

“Since there is no objection
to the report of the joint com-
mittee, weaccept itandissuedi-
rections to implement it,” said
the NGT bench headed by cha-
irperson Adarsh Kumar Goel.

The order said a hospital
complex requires an environ-
ment management plan for its
premises as well as surrounding
areas. The tribunal stated that
prohibited and regulated activiti-

es need to be identified and men-

SRR

a prors

ALY hy areas around ATIMS fail health check
O REALTH —EETOYTOTITIIE.

uvmn-&

tioned insuch aplanandadedica-
ted nodal agency is required for
monitoring and funds.

“With regard to measures
required to be adopted outside
the ATIMS campus,such ascont-
rol of traffic congestion, remo-
ving encroachments, conges-
tion at gates, speeding of vehi-
cles, improving road conditions,
control of dust and other sour-
ces of pollution, we constitute
an eight-member joint commit-
tee of traffic police, NDMC,
PWD, DDA, Delhi Police, AIIMS,
CPCB and DPCC to prepare an
action plan in the light of there-
commendations of the joint

" M____..._’—-—*-—“"‘/"“‘“

committee and monitor its ex-
ecution in a time-bound man-
ner;” the order read.

NGT also asked the com-
mittee to monitor air quality
in and around the campus and
implement measures under
GRAP within the 500-metre
buffer zone when needed.

" “The police commissioner
andthe AIIMS director willact
jointly as the nodal agency for
coordination and complian-
ce... Execution of the plan
may be reviewed periodically,
preferably once a month, for
the next six months. The first
review meeting s to be held by
August 31,” the order stated.

The NGT bench said it was
necessary to issue directions

« in this regard as there are

identical issues in several
other government hospitals,
including Safdarjung Hospi-
tal. it added that an appropria-
teaction plan should be prepa-
red by the environment and
health ministries after due
considerationof thesubject.
“We constitute a fivemem-
ber joint committee to be hea-
ded by secretary, ministry of
health w1th representatwes

NGT ORDER SAYS

The police chief and the
AlIMS director will act
jointly as the nodal
agency for coordination
and comphance

of ministries of environment,
forest and climate change: ur-
ban development; and home
affairs, not below the rank of
joint secretary, and a nominee
of CPCBnot below the rank of
director,” the order read.

The SPA study had found that
traffic movement was slow wit-
hin AIIMS and in the 500-metre
buffer, leading to heavy emis-
sions, dustand pollution. Thesur-
vey analysed traffic movement
and other aspects of major road
stretches like MG Road, Ring Ro-
ad, Sri AurobindoMargand areas
like Yusuf Sarai, Gautam Nagar,
Neeti Bagh, Masjid Moth, Gulmo-
har Park, parts of South Exten-
sion, Kidwai Nagar, Ansari Na-
garand Green Park. Itsuggesteda
slew of measures for the AIIMS |
administration, NDMC, PWD
and Dethi traffic police.
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‘Aim to make Yamuna clean,
fully navigable soon, says LG

Jasjeev Gandhiok

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELH!: Lieutenant governor
VK Saxena and National Green
Tribunal (NGT) chairperson jus-
tice Adarsh Kumar Goel on
Tuesday inspected an 1lkm
stretch of the Yamuna between
Kashmere Gate and the ITO bar-

rage on boat — a stretch of the
river whose navigability was
ascertained by the Indian Navy
last month. !

The boat ride was undertaken
onan Indian Navy boat, and sen-
ior officials from all stakeholder
departments, including the Delhi
Development Authority, the irri-
gation and flood control (1&FC)
department, the Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, and the Delhi
Jal Board were also present.

Speaking after the inspection,
Saxena, who heads an NGT-ap-

the Yamuna's rejuvenation, said
once the waterway becomes
fully navigable, it will allow the
public to involve themselvesata
physical level with the river.
After the inspection, Saxena

| said, “Cleaning works on the

11km stretch of the river till the
ITO barrage had been success-
fully completed recently and is
there for anyone to see. Any
long-term solution to the rejuve-

R

pointed high level committee on |

Delhi LG VK Saxena and senior officials went ona boat ride on
the Yamuna on Tuesday afternoon,

nation of the Yamuna will have
to involve the common residents
of Delhi, and once the waterway
becomes fully navigable, citizens
could start involving themselves
at physical level with the river.
This, will help develop a sense of
belongingness in the people
towards the Yamuna.”

Last month, the Indian Navy
had carried out a navigability
assessment of the Yamuna, The
assessment, completed on June
24, had revealed that the river’s
depth ranges between 0,9m and
4m. For the exercise, locally
available amphibious desilting
equipment was deployed, and an

il
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approximately 30m wide chan-
nel was created to make it easier
for the boat to traverse the river.

Bhim Singh Rawat, a Yamuna
activist and member of the South
Asia Network on Dams, Rivers
and People (SANDRP) said while
such a plan will certainly con-
nect people to the river, it will
require sufficient environmental
flow throughout the year.

“We will have to ensure desilt-
ing and dredging through the
year. During the lean season, the |
Yamuna primarily receives
water through drains and so the
HLC needs to look at a way to
sustain this water level,” he said.

| Sérap' plans to lay'synthetic |
turf at Siri Fort grounds: HC

Richa Banka

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Stressing the need to
| protect the environment, the

Delhi high court has scrapped
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA)'s project to convert
natural grass football and
hockey grounds at Sirl Fort
Sports Complex (SFSC) intoarti-
ficial synthetic grounds.

“The proposed plan is imper-
missible and illegal. Therefore,
such conversion of laying of arti-
ficial turf will hax t'(;]t:e]al;;ng-

the DDA... The Ia;
doned by P

of artificial turf will be an irre-
versible damage to not only the

. football and hockey fields but to
the contiguous green area and is
likely to affect the people using
the immediately adjacent walk-
ing path,” justice Najmi Waziri
said. Making its February 4,

+ 2020 order of status quo on the
laying of artificial grass as “abso-
lute”, the court said that the
fields which presently have nat-
ural grass shall not be destroyed
or altered to artificial turf.

The court said that DDA's pro-
posed plan would result in the
destruction of a significant part

F Yo

of the open and naturally green
area of the complex.

“In a city like Delhi, the ecol-
ogy of small pockets of green
areas is crucial and fragile,
Therefore, greater caution and
sensitivity has to be exercised,”

the court said in a judgment of |

June 30 made available on Mon-
day. The court said that “jrre-
spective of ownership of the
land, DDA will need to protect
the green areas especially in a
city where increase in number of
vehicles and dwelling units, adds

to the environmental pressyre -

and pollution”.
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