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Business hurt, traders want answers

Times News NETwork

New Delhi: The Confederation of All
India Traders (CAIT), expressing deep
concernover waterlogged roadsall over
Delhi, has demanded that the lieute-
nant governor conduct a technical au-
dit of the sewer and drainage systems.

The traders’ body demanded a ti-
me-bound probe into the huge amount
spent on Delhi's drainage and sewer
system inthelast many years by MCD,
DJBand NDMC.

“It is important to find out where
the money was spent. Then why have
Delhi roads become rivers in just two
days of rain?” said CAIT national se-
cretary general Praveen Khandblwal

“If the entire city got waterlogged
after just two days of heavy rain, then
it is difficult to even imagine how bad
Delhi will become during the monso-
on. We request the LG to immediately
pay attention to this issue and take im-
mediatesteps. Duetotherain, themar-
kets in Delhi have suffered a lot of los-
ses as water entered shops, basements
and damaged goods. The Delhigovern-
ment should immediately compensate
the losses to traders due to the negli-
gence of government agencies,”
Khandelwal said.
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Sl.l BMERGEB. Waterlogging at Bela Road food lane in Civil Lines on Monday

In many markets flooding led to
major inconveniencetotraders.

“Water flooded shops, resulting in
damagetoour merchandise. The sewe-
rage blockage added to the woes,"” said
Swaran Singh, the general secretary
of the All Delhi Computer Traders As-
sociation.

He added that the DDA had pmml-
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sed to address the problem of waterlog-
ging and adopt measures to conserve ra-
inwater, including the construction of a
robustdrainagesystemand12rainwater
harvesting structures.

“However, these have not been imple-
mented, Further, despite the DDA chang-
ing the underground sewage lines, tra-
dersfailed togetany relief,” Singh said.

DDA fills up
Rohini crater,
temporarily

New Delhi: The Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) has
done a temporary filling of a
20-foot-wide crater in Rohini
Sector 23, formed, in the midd-
leof a40-metre-wide road that
caved in because of the inces-
sant rain on Sunday.

Officialssaid that the cave-
in may have caused leaks in
water and sewer lines and res-
toration will be done after a
few days.

“The cave-in happened on
a road dividing Rohini Sector
23-24 on Sunday evening... the
temporary filling was done on
Monday as there isanalert for
rainfall for the next few days,”

a DDA official said.

‘A water supply line, one
sewer line and three drain li-
nespassthroughthedamaged
portion of the road. There
must be leakage in any of the
lines after the road caved in. It
will be repaired before resto-
ration of the portion proper-
ly,” the official said. Tnn

650 DDA flats booked on Day 1

Times News NETWoRK

in different categories,” said
officials. All 50 flats in Dwarka

DDA housing scheme receives
over 500 bookings on first day -

UPASIKASINGHAL

NEW DELHI, JULY 10
BOOKINGS FOR Delhi
Development Authority’s (DDA)
First Come First Serve housing
scheme started on Monday af-
ternoon.

According to official sources,
the land-owning authority has
received more than 500 flat
bookings and 7,324 registrations
on their site so far, By Monday
evening, the DDA had received
bookings for 81 1BHK
Economically Weaker Section
(EWS) flats, 184 1BHK Lower
Income Group (LIG) flats, 32
2BHK Middle Income Group
(MIG) flats and 8 3BHK Higher
Income Group (HIG)flats,

The booking amount varies
depending on the size and cate-
gory of the flat. The booking fee
fora 1BHKEWS flatis Rs 50,000
and fora 1BHK LIG flat, itisRs 1
lakh, Similarly, the booking

amount fora2BHK MIG flatisRs

4]akh and Rs 10 lakh for a 3BHK
HIG flat.

Thewebsite faced heavy traf-
fic, and reached more than 11
lakh hits since the bookings
opened, officials said. Since peo-
ple faced difficulties accessing
the website, the DDA is increas-
ing the capacity of their servers
to handle traffic, officials
added.

The fourth phase of the FCFS
scheme was launched by the
DDA on June 30 by announcing
the intention to sell over 5,600

flats across Narela, ]aso!
Loknayak Puram, Rohini
Dwarka and Siraspur.

The flats were divided into
categories based on income
groupsand their prices wereset
accordingly.

The 3BHK flatsinJasola ha\;e
been priced the highest, at
2.08-2.18 crore whereas t
1BHK EWS flats in Narela a
priced the lowest, atRs9.89
According to the scheme, appl
cants will have only awindow
90 days to deposit the enti@
sum.

After the f:rst 60 days, an |n1
terestrate of 11% per annumwil
be charged. If an applicantis un
able to pay within 90 days of all
lotment, the purchasewﬂlstant.‘l
cancelled,

New Delhi: Over 650 Delhi De-

“ velopment Authority (DDA)
. flats were taken under Housing
. Scheme IV on Monday, the first

day of the booking under the
first come, first served plan.
“The booking of flats com-
menced successfully at 12pm
on July 10, and till 5.30pm, we
received booking for 305 flats,
including 81 for 1-BHK (EWS),
184 for LIG (1-BHK), 32 for 2-
BHK and eight for 3-BHK flats.
By the late evening, we mana-
ged to get over 630 flats booked

have been booked, over 300 in
Rohiniand over 200 in Narela.
Till evening, the scheme re-
ceived over 17 lakh hits at eser-
vices.dda.org.in and the total
number of registration for
5,500 flats were around 7,500.
“We expect the rush to conti-
nue in the coming days,” said
an official, adding that DDA is
increasing the capacity of its
servers to handle the surge in
traffic. DDA launched the hou-
sing scheme for various loca-
tionsin the city on June 30.
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Stormwater canal
backflow floods
Jangpura, Def Col

_Sneh'll Sinha

snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Since Saturday, the
Public Works Department
(PWD) has received around 300
complaints about waterlogging
and rainwater seeping into
homes, officials aware of the
matter said. More than half of
these calls were from Jangpura
and its surrounding neighbour-
hoods in low-lying areas of south
Delhi, the officials said.

These areas remain inun-
dated as backflow from the Bara-
pullah canal has not allowed the
excess rainwater to flow out into
the Yamuna, the officials said

“Across Jangpura and neigh-
bouring areas such as Nizamud-
din and Bhogal, water from the
drains empties into the Barapul-
lah canal, which finally drains
into the Yamuna. After two days
of heavy rainfall, the water level
in the Yamuna as well as in the
Barapullah canal is very high. As
aresult, there is a backflow from
the canal, leading to waterlog-
ging,” said a PWD official.

Many residents said they used
pipes to pump water out of their
homes. “On Saturday and Sun-
day, the entire street in front of

my house was inundated with
waist-level water, which made
pumping water out of the house
even more difficult. The situa-
tion was better by Monday,
though the road is still water-
logged,” said Karan Gauba, ares-

ident of Jangpura Block B,

Further south, areas such as
Defence Colony and Lajpat
Nagar were inundated, with resi-
dents blaming the waterlogging
of the covering of the Kushak
stormwater drain in 2008,

“Because of this, every year
when it rains our basements get
flooded. It's almost like a river
just changed course and entered
our house,” said Bhavreen Kan-
dhari, a resident of Defence Col-
ony, D block. :

Major (retired) Ranjit Singh,
the former RWA president of
Defence Colony, said, “An open
drain with side slopes was
replaced by the concrete Kushak
drain, which was clearly a bad
idea. The concrete bed does not
allow water discharge, and the
silt gets stuck. Besides, most of
the basic civic infrastructure was
designed in the 1950s, whereas
population has increased four-
fold now and similar infrastrue-
ture upgrade is needed.”

He added that the mainte-
nance of the drain has recently
been handed over by Delhi
Development Authority to the
Municipal Corporation of Delhi,

HT reached out to MCD, but
its officials did not respond to
queries for comment on the Kus-
hak drain.

On Sunday, water mim's!ei .

Saurabh Bhardwaj had visited
parts of Jangpura and discussed
the waterlogging problem with
PWD officials, .
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Choked nullah in Taimoor Nagar

Paras Singh

letters @hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Parts of Friends Col-
ony, Maharani Bagh and New
Friends Colony in southeast
Delhi were inundated because
of heavy rain over the weekend.
But what made matters worse
was water backflowing from
drainage pipes at several places,
and gushing into homes.

Allthe d drainage
pipelines in these colonies end
up in what is supposed to be a
20-foot-wide drain abutting the
Eastern Avenue Road. This
drain, however, progressively
gets narrower, reduced to a
width of barely 4-5 feet near the
slums of Taimoor Nagar due to
accumulated filth and
unchecked encroachments. This
creates a massive choke point,
resulting in water flowing back
into the colonies from where it
originated.

On Saturday and Sunday, the
unusually high rainfall and lack
of a proper outlet combined to
create massive problems in the
entire area — so much so that
pump operators could find no
place to dump the water they
were drawing out, officials
aware of the matter said. When
HT visited the spot on Monday,
it found that the “outfall drain”,

_ alifeline for the drainage system
of this part of Delhi, was covered
with a thick Iayer of plastic bags,
containers, food wrappers, and
domestic waste bundled in bags
- defying claims of monscon
preparedness and desilting.
Then, there were encroach-
ments along its sides, gradually
impeding the flow of water.

But first, the lay of the land: A
narrow lane off the arterial East-
ern Avenue Road (parallel to
Mathura Road) runs into Tai-
moor Nagar. Here, an open
drain, Taimoor Nagar nullah,
locally known as “nullah road”,
runs parallel to Taimoor Nagar,
which is made up of an urban
village one side and two slum

clusters on the other. All the
smaller drains from across the
planned colonies in the vicinity
lead to the Taimoor Nagar nul-
lah, and the water is then sup-
posed to flow directly into the
Yamuna.

On Monday, the impact of the

mess cause by the blockage was
visible across the entire basin.

In the immediate vicinity of
the nullah, several basements
were flooded. Local residents
could be seen using water
pumps to prevent seepage, And
some households were busy
building small barriers at their
doorsteps to prevent a repeat of
the mess created over the last
two days.

Shiv Charan, who runs an
electronics shop in Taimoor
MNagar, said that, over last two
days, the whole area has faced a
flood-like situation. “We had to
shift our goods te the first floor
as water started entering the
basements. Many godowns
located on the ground floor have
been flooded. There has been no
clean-up of the drain this time,”
he said, adjusting the pump that
was being used to push the rain-
water back into the nullah.
“Luckily it's not raining,” he

Further away, adjacent
streets were still full of filth and
silt from the weekend's flooding,

Almost a kilometre away, in

New Friends Colony, the resi-
dents were livid about the lack
of water drainage and how no
steps were being taken by agen-
cies to flush out the drain.
Chitra S Jain, general secretary
of the New Friends Colony RWA
(Ashoka Park), said that the nul-
lah has been a natural drain for
the region but the growth of two
slums atPahariland 2, and the
lack of waste management in
the area have led to the only
major outfall drain in the region
belng obstructed.

‘Looks like a dump’
“The drain looks like a garbage
dump. At places, it is just full of
solid garbage layers. This is not
a localised problem; this place
%ets water from as far back as
ajpat Nagar and Sriniwaspuri.
The outfall is also at a lower
level than the drain and when
the water level goes up, the
streets get repeatedly flooded,”
Jain said.

Triveni Mahajan, secretary,
RWA, Friends Colony, said that
the choking of Taimoor Nagar
drain is the root cause of flood-

ing in the entire region,
“We had basements in Maha-
rani Bagh and houses in Friends

! Colony West getting flooded on

the weekend, There is a rush of
water right from Sriniwaspuri
but the outfall in the Yamuna
from this drain is blocked due to
encroachments and garbage.
This leads to backflow in the
societies and flooding in base-
ments and first floors. Only one
hour of rain leads to a complete
mess," she added

Amit Bhagchandka, an RWA

member and resident of Maha-
rani Bagh, a few hundred
metres on the other side of the
drain, sald that most houses
located along the Eastern Ave-
nue Road suffered from flooding
over the weekend.
" “A couple of days ago, MCD
attempted to open the local
drain but it has led to backflow
entering our houses. It's terri-
ble,” he said.

Sumer Sarin, another resi-
dent the area, said that this
stormwater drain has remained
a major chokepoint that leads to
foodine in Maharani Bach and

Taimoor Magar drain filled with garbage and encroachments on
one end (left), and relatively clear on the other.

Friends Colony. “All that is
required is to clean the drain.
The flooding in these colonies is
an annual event, and causes
sewage to enter the homes,
causing major loss of property,”
Sarin tweeted, urging MCD
mayor Shelly Oberoi to take
action on the matter. Oberoi did
not comment on the issue.

Vicious cycle
Though the erstwhile South
MCD constructed an eight-foot-
high barrier wall around the
drain in 2017 to prevent locals
from throwing garbage in the
drain, the practice continues.
On Monday, HT saw that resi-
dents in Taimoor Nagar con-
tinue to bundle up their domes-
tic waste disposing it of in the
nullah. There are dairies that
also operate there, dumping
waste into the waterbody freely.
At a section barely 500m
away from the Eastern Avenue
Road, the drain was barely four-
feet wide, with encroachments
in the form of slums, silt depos-
its along the banks, and a drain-
age pipe that was being used as
a bridge to cross the nullah,
Md Wajid, 52, a local, blamed
the MCD for the lack of garbage
collection. “Where will people
take their garbage? We were
also affected in the deluge over
the last two days. There was
walst-deep water in some
houses, No desilting has been
done this vear,” he said.

i Source g HOORKIE th S Dol
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An MCD official, on his part,
said that the affected 500m sec-
tion of drain is overseen by the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA). "We have repeatedly
raised the issue with the DDA
but the drain has not been
cleaned properly. Two days
back, we deployed our JCB to
clear the blockages in the drain
as pump operators were not
able to pump out the water from
neighbouring areas and all
roads and drains were sur-
charged,” the MCD official said.

DDA officials did not respond |
to HT's queries for a comment
in the matter.

Area MLA Amanatullah
Khan of the Aam Aadmi Party |
did not comment.

Dr S Velmurugan, chief scien-
tist and head of traffic engineer-
ing and safety division of the
Central Road Research Institute
(CRRI), who is also a resident of
the CRRI staff quarters at East-
ern Avenue Road near Maha-
rani Bagh, said that residents
faced a terrible situation over
the weekend as there was heavy
waterlogging.

“This has become an annual
problem. There may be choking
at the Taimoor Nagar drain but
the whole drainage system
needs an overhaul. The size of
drains along arterial roads like
CV Raman Marg is simply not
enough for the catchment area
and even 15-20mm of rain leads
to urban flooding,” he said.
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Over 500 flats booked &8 apRinedindiafsn DDA site gets

under DDA’s FCFS
scheme, say officials

NEW DELHI: More than 500
flats have been booked under
a housing scheme of the DDA
that was launched on June 30,
officials said on Monday.

Ever since the booking
window was opened on DDAs
website starting 12 noon on
Monday, the number of hits
on the website has crossed the
13-lakh mark, they said.

The DDA on June 30 had
launched on a first-come, first-
serve (FCFS) basis a housing
scheme that will include 5,500
flats across all categories at vari-
ous locations in Delhi.

Booking of flats commenced
from 12 noon onwards on July
10. A good response has been
received from public for this
scheme. The website received a
hit of more than 11 lakh by 5.30

pm, which later grew to over 13

lakh, a senior official said.
More than 500 flats have

been booked, he said. Entire

50 flats of Dwarka completely
sold out. By 5.30 pm, 305 flats
had been booked, while 7,324
registrations had been done till
that period.

Of these 305 flats, 81 were
booked under 1 BHK (EWS)
category, 184 under 1 BHK
(LIG) category, 32 under 2 BHK
categoryand eight under 3 BHK
category.

Officials said the DDA web-
site faced heavy traffic in the
first six hours as hits reached
more than 11 lakh, since the
opening of booking under FCFS
phase-I1V.

For helping the general pub-
lic in booking flats, the DDA is
increasing the capacity of serv-
ersto handle the surge in traffic,
they said. Under the scheme,
1-BHK flats are being offered
in Narela, Siraspur, Rohini,
Loknayak Puram; 2-BHK flats
in Narela and Dwarka; and
3-BHK flats in Jasola.  WposT
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13 lakh hits
for flats

New Delhi: More than 500 flats
have been booked under a
housing scheme of the DDA
that was launched on June 30,
officials said on Monday. Ever
since the booking window wass
opened on DDA's website start-
ing 12 noon on Monday, the
number of hits on the website
has crossed the 13-lakh mark,
they said.

The DDA on June 30 had
launched on a first-come, first-
serve (FCFS) basis a housing
scheme that will include 5,500
flats across all categories at var-
ious locations in Delhi.
Booking of flats commenced
from 12 noon onwards on July
10. A good response has been
received from public for this
scheme.

The website received a hit
of more than 11 lakh by 5.30
{::m, which later grew to over 13

akh, a senior official said.
More than 500 flats have been
booked, he said. By 5.30 pm,

.305 flats had -been booked.

while 7,324 registrations had

« been done till that period. SR
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