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DEER TO BE SHIFTED OUT 

OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: Delhi is set to 
lose its famous Deer Park with 
the central authorities cancel 
ling its recognition as a 'mini 
zoo' and deciding to translocate 
the animals due to their rapidly 
increasing numbers and inad 
equate manpower. 
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Deer Park in South Delhi 
de-recognised as mini zoo 

An order to this effect was 
recently issued by the Central 
Zoo Authority (CZA), a statu 
tory body under the Ministry 
of Environment, Forests and 

Climate Change, oficials said on Tuesday. 
"Six deer were introduced 

in the park in the 1960s and 
over timne, the number swelled 
to approximately 600. It had 
been given the status of a 'mini 
zoo' by the CZA a senior offi 
cial said. 
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The park, officially known 
as A N Jha Deer Park, in south 
Delhi's Hauz Khas area is a pop 
ular picnic spot and a popular 
hangout zone. It comes under 
the jurisdiction of the Delhi 
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Development Authority (DDA). 
The CZA issued the order 

cancelling the Deer Park's rec-
ognition as a 'mini zoo on June 
8."Rapid growth of popula-
tion, inbreeding. possibility of 
spread of disease and lack of 
trained manpower to maintain 
the mini zoo led to the deci 
sion," an official source said. 
Now, forest departments of 
Rajasthan and Delhi shall take 
further action for the translo 
cation of the deer, according to 
the source. "The Deer Park is a 
protected forest area and after 
the deer are shifted, it shall be 
maintained as a protected for 

According to the CZAs 
order, A meeting under the 
chairmanship of Dr. Sanjay 
Kumar Shukla, Member Sec 
retary, Central Zoo Authority 
was held on January 30, 2023, 
to deliberate on the proposal 

Shifting of deer and cancel 
lation of recognition of A N Jha 
Deer ParkIt was suggested that 
since only about 600 animals 
are stated to be housed in the 
said zoo, upon cancellation, the 
captive animals shall be released 
in natural habitat of the state of 
Rajasthan and National Capital 
Territory ofDelhi in the ratio 70 
per cent and 30 per cent respec 
tively", the order státed. 
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Oh deer! Hauz Khas park loses key attraction 
TIMES NEws NETWORK 

New Delhi: The famous Deer Park 
at Hauz Khas is going to lose its 
unique nature with the Central 
Zoo Authority (CZA) recently 
decidingto cancel its recognition as 
a "mini zoo" and translocate 
the animals due to their rapidly 
increasing numbers. 

The decision has been taken af 
ter a meeting with the agencies con 
cerned, including Delhi Develop 
ment Authority (DDA) and the Del 
hi forest department. In an order on 

June 8, CZA said the spotted deer in 
the park would be translocated to 
Rajasthan and Delhi's Asola Bhatti 
Wildlife Sanctuary in 70:30 ratio. 
The order stated that the Delhi fo 
rest and wildlife department had re 
quested CZA, a statutory body un 
der the Union environment, forests 

and climate change ministry to re 
locate the spotted deer. 
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Six deer were introduced in the 

park in the 1960s and over time, the 

number has swelled to approxima 

tely 600, said officials. The park, 

which comes under DDA, is a popu 

lar picnic spot and hangout zone. 

While DDA officials said the place 

would continue to be a protected fo 

rest, the forest department said 

Six deer were introduced in 19605 and over time, the number has swelled to 600 

they were conducting an assess 
ment to determine the number of 

deer to be shifted. 
"The rapid growth of popula 

tion, inbreeding, possibility of 
spread of disease, lack of trained 
manpower to maintain the mini 

zOo has led to the decision. The Ra 
jasthan and Delhi forest depart 
ments shall take further action for 
translocation of the deer:" said a 
DDA official. 
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"In view of the above facts, the 
recognition of AN Jha Deer Park, 

Hauz Khas is, hereby, cancelled as 

per provisions laid down in Section 
38H(6) of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972 withaprovision to file an appe 
al before the central government as 
per provisions laid down in Section 
38H(7) of Wildlife (Protection) Act, 
1972," stated the CZA order. Spread 
over around 26 hectares, the park al 
so houses rabbits and ducks. 
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The order quoted the chief 

wildlife warden that according to 

the latest census, the "number o 

f leopards in Asola Bhatti Wildlife 

Sanctuary has risen to 18 and there 

is a need to supplement the prey 

base". A forest and wildlife depart 

mentofficial said they were conduc 

ting an assessment at the sanctuary 

to determine how many deer would 

have to be shifted there. "We will 

assess and identify the areas within 

the sanctuary that will be suitable 

for the deer and will decide on the 

numbers to be shifted there," added 

the official. 
Given that the ownership of the 

land is with DDA, all the assets be 

long to it and no transfer of assets 

and liabilities is involved in this 

case, clarified the DDA official. 
Activists have, however, oppo 

sed the move. "This is a rare irrepla 
ceable sanctuary for wildlife amid 
this crowded urban chaos anda che 
rished recreational space that most 
of our children havegrown up with. 
This decision undermines the im 
portance of preserving natural ha 
bitats and sends a wrong message 
aboutour commitment to conserva 
tion. Conservation efforts should 
be prioritised, not sidelined," said 
activist Bhavreen Kandhari. 
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EXPERIENCE YOUR CITY LIKE NEVER BEFORE 

Oh dear, oh deer! 
An iconic park set for a profound alteration 

It will soon be a civilisation gone with 
the wind. The iconic Deer Park in Delhi's 

Hauz Khas is set to completely turn 
around its character. The number of 
deer in the park has grown to 600, and 

the authorities have decided to "translocate" them 

to the jungles of Rajasthan and Delhi. 

S PUBLICl 
INTEREST 

And Deer Park will have no deer. 
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This muggy morning, they are still milling 
about in their sprawling enclosure, but are diffi 
cult to spot. The entire boundary is screened off 

by green nets. These were put up two weeks ago, 

a gardener informs, complaining that visitors 
would irritate the animals by tossing food or 

worse, stones, at them. Even so, the deer are 

faintly visible through the see-through fabric 

looking calm, probably enjoying their invisibility 
from pesky humans. Their release into the forests, 

will be accompanied by new-found freedoms and 
dangers- some wil be dispatched to the Capital's 
Asola-Bhati Wildlife Sanctuary as potential prey 
for the leopards there! 

The absence of the deer might not be much of 
a loss for us. The long track, winding about their 
enclosure, seldom gets crowded. Most visitors 

Mayank 
Austen Soofi 

drift to the "Batakh Talab," the nearby duck pond. 
Besides, the enclosure is not instantly accessible. 
The path stretches along grassy slopes dotted with 
picturesque lodges marked "Hog Deer Cabin" and 
"Black Buck Cabin." After which, a left turn, some 
more walking, and only then you come face-to 
face with a painted warning not to feed the 
deers-see photo (also seen: labourers Neeraj and 
Gaurishankar). 

Deer Park is actually a "mini zoo" set up in 
1988, informs a giant signage (its recognition as a 
zoo has been cancelled by the Central Zoo Author 
ity). 

Whatever, today these deer are looking very 
precious, now when we know that they won't be 
here for long. Gazing at them is meditative. Some 
are huddling quietly in pairs, others are wander 
ing around serenely. A giant buck has antlers cov 
ered in wild grass, akin to a crown. It is like watch 
ing a silent wildlife movie. 

After the departure of the deer, Deer Park will 
still be open to citizens, confirms the Delhi Devel 

opment Authority. One might then only have to 
remove "deer" from the garden's full name: AN 
Jha Deer Park. Or, here's another option. Since the 
garden has always sheltered romantic couples 
irom the city's prying eyes, it can be rightly 
renamed Dear Park. 
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