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8 STAYS CLEARING OF GREEN PATCH OF LAND IN VAS

ANT KUNJ

Felling of trees should be last resort
in city gasping for breath: Delhi HC

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Felling of trees
should be the last resort in a city
gasping for breath, the Delhi
High Court has said and stayed
the clearing of a green patch of
land in Vasant Kunj for a con-
struction project.

A vacation bench of Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh observed
the land has virtually become a
bio-diversity park with beautiful
trees as well as wildlife and birds.

If any other alternative site
is available for the complex, it
must be looked at, the judge
stated.

“Till the next date of hearing,
the respondents are restrained
from clearing of land and felling
of trees on the plot comprised in

Sector A Pockets B&C, Vasant
Kunj, New Delhi;’ said the court
in an order passed on June 14.

“In a city gasping for breath,

I am of the view that felling of
trees should be the last resort.
In case, any other alternative
site is available, the same must
be looked at,” the court said.
The petitioner, a residents’
welfare society in the area, has
sought directions to the private
builders as well as the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
not to go ahead with construc-
tion, as it will entail felling of
trees. It has prayed for shifting
the project to some other place.
The court issued notice to
the respondents on the petition
and directed that the matter be
listed for hearing next on July 3.

Delhi govt to host ‘Influencers’ Meet’ today

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Pub-
lic Works Department will host
an ‘Influencers’ Meet’ on Satur-
day to raise awareness among
people about using and protect-
ing public spaces of the newly
streetscaped areas, officials said.

The Delhi government has
1400 km of road under its juris-
diction, while other roads are
under the Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi and the Delhi

Development Authority.

The government has carried
out beautification of roads that
includes well-designed pedes-
trian-friendly footpaths for
walkers, development of green
stretch through plantations, cre-
ation of open air sitting areas,
cycle tracks, selfie points, pub-
lic facilities like water ATMs,
toilets and street furniture, the
officials said.

The PWD’s Streetscaping
division has connected with

various social media influenc-
ers across Delhi. The agency
has invited the influencers
and their followers to witness
the streetscaped areas at Sri
Aurobindo Marg and under-
stand the need to preserve the
same, they said.

“Different stretches of Delhi
have been specifically designed
keeping in mind the need for
adequate spaces required for
pedestrians, avid cyclists, or
fitness enthusiasts, Aiming to

make people aware of use of
these boulevards and openings,
we thought of doing something
out of the box and invited a
group of influencers to bring
the idea to people through
their social media presence,”
said Vinay Sheel Saxena, Exec-
utive Engineer, Street Scaping
Division (PWD). Thirty influ-
encers will assemble for Satur-
day’s event and raise awareness
through social media handles,
the officials said.
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Saurabh seeks extra water

from Centre, UP, Haryana

STAFF REPORTER ™ NEW DELH|

Delhj Water Minister Saurabh
Bhardwaj wrote to Delhi
Lieutenant Governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena urging him to
support Delhi Government’s
demand ef additional raw water
allocation from Central
Government, governments of
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana. In
his letter, he also urged Lt
Governor, who is the boss of the
Delhi Development Authority,
to provide NOC (no objection
certificates) from the authority
related to tubewells/lakes and
waterbodies to that water aug-
mentation projects can be com-
pleted.

Delhi has a deficit of near-
ly 300 MGD and the gap will
increase further due to upcom-
ing Central Government and
DDA policy of land pooling,
redevelopment projects and
other commercial develop-

ments. Delhi is dependent on
neighbouring States for avail-
ability of Drinking water
through Yamuna and Ganga.
“We have been. continu-
ously following up with the
Governments of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh for water require-
ments of people of Delhi, how-
ever, there has been no positive
outcome. As Uttar Pradesh was
using its water for agricultural
needs the treated effluent would

“have served their purpose.

However, after initial discussions
even this proposal was not
acc?ted by the Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh. We have not yet
received any support from the
Govt. of India, Govt. of Uttar
Pradesh or the Govt. of Haryana

in terms.of additional raw water”, .

Bharadwaj said in the letter. “You
are requested to use your good
office to get additional raw
water for the people of Delhi,” he
said.

Bharadwaj said DDA has

withdrawn the NOC given to
develop Bhalswa lake but also
withdrawn NOC for tube well
installation around the lakes,
DJB has proposed to install 150
tube wells around Bhalswa Lake
which is expected to augment
15-20 MGD of Drinking water.
DJB has also arranged 20 MGD
treated water from New
Coronation STP to replenish the
aquifer of Bhalaswa lake.

“DJB is facing similar issue
in getting permission for instal-
lation of tubewells from DDA,
D]B has been writing to DDA
regarding permission of tube-
wells on different land pockets
of DDA since Feb., 2023. These
stretches are scattered in differ-
ent parts of Delhi. Regular
reminders have been given in
the Month of March,2023-
June,2023. DJB has applied for

“total 401 Tubewells but DDA has

provided permission for only
110 numbers so far” reads the
letter. -

Influencers Meet to raise awareness about using, |

STAFF REPORTER I NEW DELHI

protecting public spaces

The Delhi .Public Works
Department (PWD) will
host an ‘Influencers’ Meet’ on
Saturday to raise awareness
among people about using and
protecting public spaces of the
newly streetscaped areas.
According to officials, as many
as 30 social media influencers
will assemble for Saturday’s
event and raise awareness
' through their handles.

The Delhi government
has 1400 km of road under its
jurisdiction, while other roads
are under the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi and the
Delhi Development Authority.

The government has car-
ried out beantification of roads

that includes well-designed
pedestrian—friendlr footpaths
tor walkers, development of
green stretch through planta-
tions, creation of open air sit-
ting areas, cycle tracks, selfie
Jpoints, "public facilities like
water ATMs, toilets and street
furniture, the officials said.
The PWDs Streetscaping
division has connected with
various spcial media influ-
encers across Delhi. The agency
has invited the influencers and

of streetscaped areas

their followers to witness the
streetscaped areas at Sri
Aurobindo Marg and under-
stand the need to preserve'the
same, they said. ;
“Different stretches of
Delhi have been spécifically
designed keeping in mind the
need for adequate spaces
required for pejestrians, avid
cyclists, or fitness enthusiasts”
said Vinay Sheel Saxena,
Executive Engineer, Street
Scaping Division (PWD).
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Slum clus_ler in Vasant Vihar razed

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A clum cluster in
Vasant Vihar was razed by the
authorities on Friday follow-
ng a Delhi High Court order,
police said.

A senior police officer said
the demalition drive was held
at the Priyanka Gandhi camp
which had reportedly been there
for about three decades.

“It was carried out by the
team of NDRF in assistance with
MCD. The drive was completed
by this afternoon,” he said.

Officials of the National
Disaster Response Force
(NDRF) said they were follow-
ing the court’s order, and acting
as per the due process.

The Delhi High Court had
on May 30 refused to stay the
demolition of a slum cluster that
had come up at the site allotted
to the NDRF for construction of
its headquarters, also directing
that the cluster can be razed on
June 15 instead of June 2,

Justice Tushar Rao Gedela,
while hearing a petition by the
residents of the Priyanka Gan-
dhi Camp, had asked the Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) to consider the
plea of the petitioners to shift
them to a temporary shelter in
the meantime,

“Notice of demolition dated
May 19, 2023, which will be

enforced from June 2, 2023, be
extended to June 15, 2023 We
have not stopped. We are not
staying it. We are saying shift
the date, the deadline;” the judge
had said.

The counsel for the peti-
tioner had said the people in
the area had been living there
for the last three decades and
were entitled to rehabilitation
under the relocation policy of
2015 as the cluster was part of
an additional list of 82 slums
covered by it.

The court was also informed
the land in question was allot-
ted by the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to the NDRE
in 2020 and that currently the
headquarters of the force is
located on leased premises for
which crores of rupees were
being paid as rent.

Meanwhile, a news report
claimed that a reporter was
allegedly manhandled by police
at the site of the demolition
action, a charge denied bv the
police. The Municipal Corpo-
ration of Delhi in a statement.
meanwhile, said it carried out
an “anti-encroachment drive”
near Mata Gujri Devi (MGD)
Hospital in west Delhi.

Aroad in front of MGD Hos-
pital was “heavilv encroached”
upon by some local shopkeepers
and vendors, causing hindrance
to ambulances and patients
going to the hospital, it said.

Shopkeepers and vendors
were repeatedly warned, but
they were refused 1o vacate the
encroached part, so action was
taken with the help of the Dep-
uty Commissioner of Police,
West District, the MCD said.

Min seeks L-G’s approval for water

augmentation projects on DDA land

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Water minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj on Friday
wrote to Lieutenant Governor
V K Saxena. requesting him to
approve the cit}f govern rl'_lem's
water augmentation projects
such as the rejuvenation of lakes
and installation of iubewells on
DDA land.

Bharadwa said Delhi con-
tinues to face a water deficit of
nearly 300 rllion gallons per
day (ML), a problem that 1s
expected o worsen due to the
upcoming land pouling and
redevelopment projects of the

central government and the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), along with other com-
mercial developments,

He said Delhi, heavily
dependent on neighbouring

states for water supply from the
Yamuna and Ganga rivers, has
been actively engaging with the
governments of Haryana and
Uttar Pradesh 1o secure more
water, However, these efforts
have not yielded any positive
outcomes so far.

Bharadwaj requested the
L-G's intervention in procur-
ing additional raw water for
the people of Delhi from Uttar
Pradesh and Haryana. The iin
ister said the Delhi government
has put into action a sustainable
groundwater extraction plan,
involving the installation of tube
wells and large-scale groundwa
ter recharge eflorts.

“Asaresult, Delhi recharged
more water than it extracted in
the year 2021-22 as per Central
Ground Water Board report)
he said. The government is also

rejuvenating lakes and water
bodies across the city, includ-
ing the ones owned by the DDA,
after obtaining permission, he
said, adding that more than 35
water bodies and six lakes have
already been successtully rejuve-
nated. Bharadway rued that the
[MOA has “withdrawn” the con-
sent given tor the rejuvenation
of Bhalswa Lake which would
have provided 20 MG of water,

He sard despite the DIBs
persistent requests and remind-
erssince February, the DDA has
granted permission for only
110 out of the 401 tube wells
applied for.

Similarly, permission has
been granted for unly 61 out of
the requested 422 lake and water
body rejuvenation projects,

These obstacles hinder the
DIBs efforts to augment Delhi’s

water supply, he said, request-
ing Saxena, who also serves as
the chairperson of the DDA, to
instruct officials to provide nec-
essary no objection certificates
(NOUs) tor tube wells, lakes,
and water bodies.

According o otheral esti-
mates, around two crore res-
idents of the capital need
approximately 1,300 MGD of
water tor drinking and daily
needs. But the Delhi Jal Board
can supply only around 1,000
MGD, leaving many areas grap
pling with a shortage.

Delhi gets 612 MGD of
water from Harvana through
two canals and the Yamuna, and

253 MGD trom Uttar Pradesh
through the Upper Ganga
Canal. The rest is drawn from
ranney wells and tubewells
installed across the city.
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DDA, DJB in Middle Of LG
And Delhi Govt’s Tussle

Don’t Deny Water, Sewer Links DDA Delaying Drinking Water
Plan, Bharadwaj Writes To LG

To Poor, Saxena Tells Jal Board

Times News Network

New Delhi: Following Delhi
Development Authority’s
(DDA) complaint that Delhi
Jal Board (DJB) was not pro-
viding water supply to its two
in situ slum rehabilitation
projectsat Kalkajiand Jailor-
wala Bagh, lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxenahasurged DJB
vice-chairman Somnath
Bhartitolook into the issue.
A senior DDA official said
both LG and Bharti attended
a board meeting on Thursday
when the issue of DJB not
providing water and sewer
connections to the two multi-
storeyed housing projects
was raised. “The LG came
down heavily on DJB for deli-
berately denying drinking
water and sewerage connec-
tions to slum dwellers. The
LG said that depriving the po-
orest of the poor with somet-
hingas basicas water wasun-
fortunate and requested Som-
nath Bharti to avoid playing
politics when it came to the
welfare of the people of Del-
hi,” the official said, reques-
tinganonymity. .
Bharti, however, said Delhi
faced a shortage of 300MGD of
water, which DJB was trying to
bridge but DDA was not coope-
rating. “DJB has identified se-
veral locationsalong the Yamu-
na floodplain and waterbuglles
where the water table is high.
We want to dig tubewells to ex-
tract groundwater and meet
the rising demand, but DDA is
not giving us permission,” he
said, adding that the problems
being faced by DJB sho‘uld ajsp
be considered. “The LG has di-
rected the DDA vice-chairman
to immediately cliook into the is-
sue,” Bhartisaid.
E’ue'\!\.fgter minister Saurabh
Bharadwaj added that Delhi

_.———'_'_._._'_._'_

OFFICIAL SAYS

LG has said that
depriving the poorest
of the poor of
something as basic as
water was unfortunate
and requested DIB
vice-chairman to avoid
playing politics

was getting the same quanti-
ty of water from the neighbo-
uring states of Uttar Pradesh
and Haryana as per theagree-
ment signed in 1994 while its
population had increased ma-
nifold. “I have written to the
LG seeking his intervention
to impress upon the neighbo-
uring states to help us bridge
the supply gap and also ask
DDA togiveusthe NOCstodig
tubewells,” he said. “We had
discussed these issues in de-
tailin a recent D.JB board me-
eting and DDA was apprised
about it. It cannot be a one-
way system.”

A DDA official, however,
said that despite requesting
DJB in 2013 for the Kalkaji
project and in 2017 for the
other, it was yet to act. “The
LG pointed out in the meeting
that he had allotted 17 parcels
of land to DJB only last
month. DDA orthe LG had not
demanded bartering of the
land with water supply to the
rehabilitation projects,” said
theofficial.

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Water minister Sau-
rabh Bharadwaj wrote to lieute-
nant governor VK Saxena on
Friday seeking his intervention
into the problems faced by Delhi
JalBoard (D.JB)duetolackof co-
operation by Delhi Development
Authority (DDA).

DJB has sought permission
from DDA to allow installation
of tubewells around rejuvena-
ted waterbodies so that extrac-
ted water can be used to increase
drinking water supply in the ci-
ty. However, DDA, the land-ow-
ning agency, has been delaying
the process, Bharadwaj alleged.

Referring to the Bhalswa
lake rejuvenation project, on
which the government has be-
en working since 2019, Bharad-
waj wrote, “The lake was infes-
ted with cow dung discharge
and solid waste dumping for
years. DJB had made an inter-
ceptor drain to divert the was-
tewater mixed with cow dung
into the interceptor system...
The water quality of the lake
has improved and now results
are evident... It is shocking to
see that at this stage DDA has
withdrawn its consent (to in-
stall tubewells) given to DJB.”

The decision, the minister
emphasised, will not enly ham-
per the rejuvenation of the lake
but also impede the work of drin-
king water augmentation. DJB
has proposed to install 150 tube-
wells around the Bhalswa lake,
which isexpected to augment 15
20 million gallons per day of
drinking water;

Bharadwaj alleged that DDA
had been requested to provideno-
objection certificates for extrac.
ting water since February, but its
officials were yet to do so. “DJB
has been writing to DDA regar-
ding the permission for tube
wells in different land pockets of

BHARADWAJ SAYS

DDA’s decision to
withdraw consent to
install tubewells will

DDA since February 2023. DJB
has applied for 401 tubewells, but
DDA has provided permission
foronly 10 sofar,” he wrote. “Tam
writing to you as you are also the
chairperson of DDA
. The land-owning agency
didn’t respond to the allegations,
Bharadwaj has also reques-
ted Saxenafor help in getting wa.
ter from the neighbouring states
ofWUttar Pradesh and
“*We have been continug -
lowingup with the sovenlﬁnlyef?tlx

been nopositive outcome,”

government had made a propo.
Sa“oumrPt‘ad%hmatD Thi
could give it treated effluent in 1.
eu of raw drinking water for it

dia, GWEI;)mn&m of

1 0r Government of
Na in termg of additi -
water,” Bharadwaj _Oiiraw
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Disaster relief force demolishes
slums on land marked for its H

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The National Dis-
aster Response Force (NDRF)
on Friday morning conducted a
three-hour-long drive, demol-
ishing slums in Priyanka Gan-
dhi camp in southwest Delhi's
Vasant Vihar area.

Residents of the area, how-
ever, staged a protest and tried
to stop the demolition team

| from entering the colony.

Officials said that the land
was allotted by the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) to
NDRF in 2020 for the construc-
tion of its headquarters.
Around 69 families from the
area had approached the Delhi
high court seeking a stay on
demolition in the first week of
May, which was quashed on
May 30 by the court after the
Delhi Urban Shelter Improve-
ment Board (DUSIB) said that
the area was not part of its 675
1J clusters and was occupied
illegally. )

The court said at the time
that residents of the cluster,
which houses approximately
90 families, must be given time
till June 15 to vacate the area
and asked DUSIB to provide
temporary shelter to them at its
own cost.

On Friday, the demolition
team arrived at the site at
around 6am. The drive began

at WIS

after the demolition.

about an hour later and ended
by 10am, officials said. Some of
the residents initially protested,
with around 20 families forci-
bly shutting the gates of the
colony to prevent entry of the
heavy machinery.

However, the residents later
cleared the area, and the demo-
lition began. The Delhi Police
and NDRF teams began with
removing larger movable
belongings that were kept
along the main road.

“Most families had already
removed their belongings and

vacated voluntarily by morn-
ing. In the total area of 1.6
acres, 97 jhuggis were
removed. Apart from the local
police, five additional compa-
nies of Delhi Police were pro-
vided along with staff from the
district magistrate office. There
were about 200 NDRF staff in
the drive,” said Narendra Singh
Bundela, inspector general
(IG), NDRF.

Officials said most of the
debris was cleared from the
spot by afternoon.

Senior DUSIB officials said

Debris after the demolition drive at Priyanka Gandhi Camp at Vasant

S

-

[ e

that shelters for the families
were kept ready, and NDRF
provided free bus service for
the transportation of the resi-
dents. However, none of the
families from the area opted to
move to the shelters.

The land vacated on Friday
will be used for the construc-
tion of the new headquarters of
National Disaster Relief Force,
which is currently operating
from a leased premises in Con-
naught Place.

During the May 30 court
hearing, the counsel for NDRF

Vihar, Delhi on Friday; residents

VIPIN KUMAR/HT PHOTO

claimed that construction of
the headquarters was a matter
of national safety and security.
It also added that Delhi was in
seismic zone 5 for earthquakes,
making it important for NDRF
to have their office in the
national capital.

“Itis a critical infrastructure
for us, and the funds have also
been allocated to us by the min-
istry of home affairs. The final
building designs are being pre-
pared now and construction
will begin soon,” said
NDREF IG Bundela.
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Monsoon drainage prep
92% complete, says PWD

Snehil Sinha
snehil sinha@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Public Works
Department (PWD) on Friday
said that monsoon preparation
in the Capital, including clean-
ing and repair work at around
250 waterlogging points, is still
a week away from completion.

Officials said that desilting of
drains is around 92% complete,
which they said will be done in
the next week. This comes after
the agency had in the first week
of May informed the Delhi gov-
ernment that its monsoon prep-
arations would be completed by
June 15.

Meanwhile, as the nodal
agency, PWD will also be writ-
ing to other civic authorities for
updates about the progress in
their areas by Monday.

“Around 10 days ago, we got
an update from the other agen-
cies regarding monsoon prepa-
rations with none of them sub-
mitting 100% completion. We
will be writing to them again
and seeking a response on the
status by Monday,” said a senior
PWD official.

An official report, tabled d_l.ll"*
ing the Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD) house meeting
of councillors on June 8, said
that only 55% of its 700 larger
drains (measuring more than
four feet wide), which span over
453km length, have been des-
ilted.

Additionally, of the 20,884
smaller drains, spread over
6,657km, approximately 72%
have been desilted, against the
June 15 deadline.

New Delhi Municipal Council
(NDMC) officials also said that it
has completed the desilting
work along its drains, including
the Kushak drain. On Friday,
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) stated that work on
the 2.5-km-long airport drain,
covering areas in Dwarka, is
about 95% complete. Officials
said the drain is expected to be
ready by July and is aimed at
preventing flooding around the
Indira Gandhi International
(IGI) airport.

PWD's desilting plan is being
undertaken in two cycles. The
first cycle was completed by the
end of May and the second

hase will be completed by next
E:reek. officials said. PWD has a
total of 128 pump houses thai
have over 700 pumps, including
563 permanent water pumps. Of
these, 11 pump houses are fully
automatic and start operating
automatically once the water
level rises, with the use of sen-
sors, About 105 pumps were not
working till last month and
have now been checked,
repaired and installed, a PWD
official said.

Another PWD official said
that the central control room
for 24-hour monitoring of CCTV
live feed from critical locations
has also been operationalised
from Thursday and will be func-
tional till September 30. “Fol-
lowing any waterlogging com-
plaints, the control room staff
will coordinate with the field
units for deployment of mobile
pumps, traffic police and dis-
trict magistrate offices to keep
waterlogging in check. Some of
the temporary pumps have also
been deployed at critical loca-
tions where waterlogging has
been an issue in the past,” said
the official.

industan Times
AAP minister asks LG to!

expedite water projects

R S
HT Correspondent

lde_ﬂ:rs_@ hindustantimes.com

DELHI: Water minister Sau-
?:;g Bharadwaj, on Friday, wrote
to lieutenant governor VK Saxena
requesting that he expedite the
pending permissions for Icruc1a.l
water infrastructure projects as
the chairman of the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA). Bhar-
adwaj also asked the LG to sup-
port the Delhi government's
demand for additional raw water
allocation from the governments
of UP and Haryana, the two States
ruled by the Bharatiya Janata

BJP).
ParB?'::Erad\?vaj's letter came dags
after the LG lashed out f:; :‘;
b e g
" denyin
emc}etéi\f:rzige Sconnections 10
BRG SET A

slum dwellers. The meeting was
also attended by DJB vice-chair-
man Somnath Bharti. “Thou-
sands of slum dwellers from the
Kalkaji camp, shifted to flats are
facing acute water crisis with
DJB... The government is refusing
to provide drinking water to the
occupants. DDA has been supply-
ing water through tankers," saida
DDA official.

In the letter, Bharadwaj said |

the department has been follow-
ing up with the Haryana and Up
governments for water but there
has been no outcome. “We have
not yet received any support from
the central government. You are
requested to use your good office
to get additional raw water for the
people of Delhi,” the letter said,

No response was issued by the
LG's office in this regard.
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Need to protect
green COver:

HC stays tree
felling in VK

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The Delhihighco-
urt has stayed the felling of
trees for construction work in
south Delhi, stressing on the
need to protect green cover.

Felling of trees should be
thelastresort inacity gasping
for breath, the court observed
on Wednesday and stayed the
clearing of a green patch of
land in Vasant Kunj for a
construction project.

The vacation bench of Jus-
tice Jasmeet Singh, while put-
ting a temporary hold on the
project, observed that the land
inquestionhad virtually beco-
me a bio-diversity patk with
beautiful trees and wildlife. _

If any alternativesiteisav-

The vacation bench of
justice Jasmeet Singh
observed that the land in
question had virtually
become a bio-diversity
park with beautiful

trees and wildlife

ailable for the complex, it
must be looked into, the judge
said. “Till the nextdateof hea-
ring, the respondents are rest-
rained from clearing of land
and felling of treeson the plot
comprising Sector A Pockets
B&C, Vasant Kunj, New Del-
hi,” the court said.

“In a city gasping for bre.
ath,Iamof theview thatfe]ling
of trees should be the last e
sort. In case any other alterng.
tive site is available, the same
must be looked at,” it said.

The petitioner, a res identg’
welfaresociety inthe area, haq
n_mved court and sought direp.
tions to private builders g
well as the Delhi Developmen?
Authority (DDA) not to go o,
ad with the construction ag?‘
will require felling trees T oot
s0 prayed for shifting the 0"
ject tohalll'mther place. g

While issuin :
the builder andgﬁ’ﬁi“‘igce to
urt listed the mattep ‘f'ore >
hearingon July 3. next
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Fear of eviction haunts makeshift
schools on Yamuna floodplains

ABHINAYAHARIGOVIND
NEW DELHI, JUNE 1B

WITH THE floodplains of the
Yamuna in Delhi being cleared of
homes, farmland, and nurseries
to make way for the Delhi
Development Authority’s (DDA)
riverfront project, makeshift
schools that have come up along
the floodplain for children who
live in the area have also har-
boured a fear of eviction.

Satyendra Pal (28), who runs
a school of this sort near Mayur
Vihar beneath the under-con-
struction Barapullah phase-3ele-
vated corridor, said they anticipate
that it would only be a matter of
time before they are asked to
mmove. Earlier this year, a similar
school, around a kilometre away
from Pal's, was demolished and
hasnotyet beenabletostart again.
A month ago, a nearby nursery
wasdemolished, raising fears that
the homes and the school in the
area would also eventually be
cleared.

However, for now, the school
still functions with around 130
studentsinthe summer, lessthan
the nearly 250 students who at-
tend classes when the academic
year is underway.

pal, who is from Uttar
pradesh’s Badaun, and livesinthe
area along with his family, said
that students were unsure of
whether they would be able to
continue studying in the nearby
government schools if they were

Students from a slum area attend a class at Yamuna riverbed
near Mayur Vihar. Tashi Tobgyal

asked tomave out fromthe flood-
plains. The nearest schoolsare one
runbythe Delhi government and
another by the Municipal
Corporation of Delhi a littie more
than2 kmaway fromthe Yamuna
Khadar settlement, where the
childrenlive,

The faclity that Pal runs func-
tions out of amakeshift shed and
a few chairs and tables under a
stretch of concrete of the under-
construction elevated corridor.
The stretch protects them from
sun and rain, during classes that
take place in the morning and
evening. The facility functions
with noelectricity, and stationery
and other items are donated by
well-wishers. Sections of the cor-
ridor, before they were hoisted up,
would serve astheirclassroom,in
the years after the school began
functioningin 2015 with just five

students. With government
schools on summer vacation,
Ankur,aclass 8 student, and Rohit,
aclass 6 student, at a nearby gov-
emment school,said that they at-
tend summer classesinthe mom-
ing at the school on the
floodplains, and work on the fam-
ily's farmland for the rest of the
day.Vegetables are usually grown
onthe Yamuna floodplain. “There
aremany ofus,andweall walkto
the school from here,
sometimesalone and sometimes
witheachother," said Renu,aclass
8 student.

Amongthose whoteachat the
school are those who have stud-
ied there earlier and around 12
volunteers, KuldeepMaurya, 19,a
first-yearundergraduate student,
who used to study at the facility
now teaches there.

The facility helps enrol chil-

dren who live on the floodplains
in schools and helps them catch
up with material thatis appropri-
atefor their age.“Keeping themin
school can be difficult since they
also work on the farmland. For
younger children, covering the
distance to the government
school was also a problem.. There
would be class 6 students who
wouldn't be able to write their
own names in Hindi, and they
wold have been going to school.
Even getting passing marks used
to be difficult for some, but now,
there are students in high school
whowill hopefully be able totake
the NEET exam,” Pal said. A few
students from the school that was
demolished earlier this year have
also now been attending classes
withPal.

The river flows around 500
metre away from where the
school is located, Pal said. The
DDA's project involves “restora-
tion"” of the floodplains in ways
that include planting trees and
grass, and making pathways, wet-
lands, and cycle tracks. The DDA
has carried out aseries of demoli-
tions on the floodplains over the
past few months in an attempt to
clearthe area for the 10-part proj-
ect that spans the entire length of
the river that runs through Delhi.

A senior DDA official con-
firmed that the area where the
school is located would also fall
under the floodplain restoration
project,adding that “all encroach-
ments”onthe Yamuna floodplain
are to be removed,
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Water supply,
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DELHI DEVi .OPMENT AUTHORITY

sewerage new bone of

contention between Delhi govt, L-G

EXPRESS NEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI. JUNE 16

AS THE mercury soars, the Delhi
government and Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
clashed over the issues of water
supply and sewerage connec-
tions on Friday.

At a recent meeting of the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), Saxena came down heav-
ily on the Delhi Jal Board for “de-
liberately" denying drinking wa-
ter and sewerage connections to
slum dwellers.

“DJB Vice-Chairman and AAP
MLA Somnath Bharti, whois also
an Authority Member, was pres-
ent in the meeting. Requests
from DDA for the supply of water
andlaying of sewer linesis pend-
ing with the DJBsince asearly as

L-G VK Saxena, Water Minister Saurabh Bhardwaj

2013 in the case of Kalkaji and
2017 in the case of Jailorwala
Bagh,” asenior DDA official pres-
ent in meeting said. Bharti said
that the DJB was short of water
to supply. “The DDA was put to
shame because 1 brought to the
notice of the L-G, during the
meeting, that the DDA is not pro-
viding NOCs and permissions for
requests like installation of tube-

wells on DDA land,” he said.

The L-G, according to the
DDA official, citing the welfare of
the poor accused the DJB of put-
ting them to political ransom
and pointed out that just during
thelast menth he had allotted 17
pieces of land to the DB for its
various projects.

In response, Water Minister
Saurabh Bharadwaj wrote to

Saxena toinstruct officials inthe
DDA to provide requisite NOCs
related to tubewells, waterbod-
ies or lakes so that water aug-
mentation projects can be com-
pleted in time and the water
deficit be reduced."You are also
requested to use your good of-
fice to get additional raw water
from the Government of India,
Uttar Pradesh and Haryana for
the people of Delhi,” Bharadwaj
wrote.

“Thousands of slum dwellers
from the Kalkaji Bhoomiheen
Camp, whowere shifted to mod-
ern multi-storey flats in
November last year, are facing
acute water crisis with the DJB re-
fusing to provide drinking water
to the occupants of these flats.
The DDA has been supplying wa-
ter to these people through
tankers," the DDA official alleged.

The AAP government, the of-
ficial said, had been “sitting over”
DDA's request to provide water
supply tothe project that houses
more than 2,000 farnilies, despite
approving drawings for laying of
pipelines for water supply and
sewerage in 2019 as per the
DDA's demand to this effect in
2014. “Similarly, for the
Jailorwala Bagh in situ rehabilita-
tion project that is ready for pos-
session by another 1.800 slum
dweller families, the DIB has not
even cleared the drawings for
the laying down of water and
sewer pipelines, despite the re-
quest having been made by the
DDA as far back as in 2017 the
official said.

For his part, Bharti said, A
majority of water bodies are
with the DDA and we have been
asking for NOCs from the DDA."

A
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HAD NO FIRE CLEARANCE: POLICE

Mukherjee Nagar fire: Coaching centre
CEO and owner held, released on bail

e L

TR

EXPRESSNEWS SERVICE
NEW DELHI,JUNE 16

DELHI POLICE on Friday arrested
two persons - the CEQ and the
owner of two coaching classes in
Mukherjee Nagar - a day after a
fire ina building in the area left 61
injured.

Booked for not adhering to
safety rules and endangering the
lives of the students, Shivesh
Mishra (45) and Shyam Sunder
Bharti(54)were later released on
bail. While Mishra is the CEO of
Sanskriti Classes, Bharti is the
owner of Bharti Concept Classes.

After ashort crcuitinthe elec-
tricity board of the building led to
amassive fire Thursday afternoon,
several students were seen jump-
ing from the second and third
floor of the building, which houses
several coaching centres and of-
fices, while trying to escape. More

More than 50 students and staffers from nearby offices were
admitted to hospitals after the incident

than 50 students and staffers from
nearby offices were admitted to
hospitals and later discharged.
Meanwhile, the Delhi High
Court took suo motu cognizance
of the fire in a building in
Mukherjee Nagar that houses
coaching centres, It has issued no-

tice to Delhi Fire Services and the
Delhi government. A status report
hastobe filed by the Delhi govern-
mentin 2 weeks.
Acasewaslodged by the Delhi
Police in connection with the fire
under IPC sections 336 (act en-
dangering life), 337 (causing hurt

by act endangering life), 338
(causing grievous hurt by act en-
dangering life) and 120B (crimi-
nal conspiracy). Police said the
section of conspiracy was added
as the owners knew the “condi-
tion” of the building but didn't in-
stall any fire safetyequipment and
“over-occupied” the rooms.

Deputy Commissioner of
Police (DCP), Northwest, Jitendra
Meena said, “During the investi-
gation, statements of around 12
students and four staff members
were recorded. Accordingly, we
arrested two persons.”

“Post inspection, it was found
there were no adequate fire secu-
rity measures, and no water in
tank onthe building’s roof, besides
this the fire hydrants installed in
the building seemed tobe old and
not in working condition and
smoke indicatorswere alsonotin-
stalled in the building " a senior
police officer said, citing the FIR.,

-LOPMENT AUTHORITY

Theofficer said the ownershad no
fire NOC or clearances to run the
centre - a charge that the Delhi
Fire Services corroborated.
*Mostly, coaching centres in
Delhi aren't regularised. The said
building comes under DDA but it
was built to house small shops
and offices. However, over time,
coaching centres and libraries
were built here. The occupancy
would have been very less if the
building owner had followed
guidelines,” said a fire official,
adding that an inquiry is being
conducted into the inddent.
Police also summoned own-
ers of building’s floors. As perthe
offidials, each floor of the building
has a different owner. “The first
callcame around 12.27 pm, which
was late. We suspect the locals
and coaching centre staffers tried
dousing the fire themselves and
wasted time inthe process_" said
another officer.
'S
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‘Link Protected Areas With Major
Patches To Enhance Green Fight’

Intach Submits Urban Biodiversity Plan, Focuses On Underutilised Areas

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: A plan prepared by
Indian National Trust for Art
and Cultural Heritage (Intach)
for enhancing climate resilien-
ce and urban biodiversity sug.
gests that habitat value and bio-
diversity richness of existing
greens in Delhi can be increased
by creating new patches in the
urban matrix and linking major
patches through corridors.

According to the plan, pro-
tected areas like wildlife sanc-
tuaries and biodiversity parks
can be linked with unprotec-
ted patches like large campu-
ses, heritage sites, gram sabha
landsand green belts. The plan
has been submitted to Delhi
Biodiversity Council.

The plan says isolated pat-
ches of urban biodiversity
prevent gene flows through
lack of corridor connectivity,
resulting in vulnerable disea-
se-prone populations of flora
and fauna. However, biodiver-
sity corridorsare corridors of
land planted with appropriate
vegetation, enabling fauna to
move across a wider territory

Manu Bhatnagar, princi-
pal director, natural heritage
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division, Intach, said, " The ur-
ban biodiversity planhasbeen
prepared to enhance ecologi-
cal services from underutili-
seqd areas and by augmenting
thegreen area network,”
Giving an example of a pos-
sible corridor connectivity,
Bhatnagar said, “The Hauz
Khasdistrict park can belinked

MCD to develop 10

Vibha. Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi (MCD) ho-
pes to develop 10 parks into
mini urban forests this vear.
They will be located in five of
the 12 MCD zones, mostly in
north and east Delhi, and de-
veloped using the Miyawaki
technique, said officials.
Thelocations include parks
at Dallupura village, DDA qu-
arters in front of Dilsahd Colo-
ny, a mill in Karawal Nagar; C3
in Nand Nagari, near a petrol
pump in Seelampur, JJ Colony
in Keshavpuram, opposite the
police chowki in Keshavpu-
ram, Pocket 13 in Rohini Sector
22 and G Block in Rohini’s Pras-
hant Vihar in the Shahdara so
uth and north, Keshavpuram,
Narela and Rohini zones.
With these 10 parks, MCD
will develop 24 parks into mini

forests. In 2022, only one park
was developed. “The Miyawa-
ki method provides faster
growth of saplings, helps in
growing denser forest and re-
ducing dust, and supports bet.
ter carbon dioxide absorption.
In this process, the agency do-
es close planting — about
three-five saplings in one-squ-
are-meter area, and the height
of each sapling is 1-3ft. Furt
her, 20-50 different species are
planted at one place. After two
years, such forests reguire no
maintenance,” said an official,
Taking note of the feed-
back fromthe previousdrives,
some changes have been made
in this year's plan. Earlier no
visitor was allowed in such fo-
rests, but MCD wants to make
sitting arrangements for the
public in the new facilities.
“Considering that the ma-
jority of these parks are loca-

on the east to Siri fort-Jahapa-
nah city forest, which can be
further connected to Tughlaka-
bad Fort. This can be connected
to Adilabad Fort-Nai ka Qila
and Dr Karni Singh Shooting
Range Area. Ontheother hand,
the western side of Hauz Khas
can be connected with patches
like OT campus, Sanjay Van,

more

mini fores

NCERT ecampus, JNU, Aravali
Biodiversity Park, Shankar Vi-
har and Delhi Cantonment;
and, then, northwards to Cen-
tral Ridgeand IARI campus.”

" The potential corridors,
which can enable movement
between green patches, are ri-
ver banks and floodplains,
bank strips of major stormwa-

Flie phata
g S

":ﬂm > - I .

MCD will again use the Miyawaki technique to develop mini forests

ted close to residential areas,
we want the public to use the
facilities. That's why we have
decided to create a sitting and
walking area, This will also
help in regular maintenance
of theplace,” said the official.

MCD will adopt different

techniques for ensuring survi-
val of the majority of the
plants, including planting of
sgpl ings at a distance, increa-
sing depth of plantation, and
manuring and regular moni-

toring by field staff Indigeno-
us plants such as pilkhan, ar-

terdrainage channels, large si-
de strips along railway tracks.
roadside greens, areas below
major transmission lines, long
and wide densely planted ver-
ges and hedgerows.

“In Delhi. there are arou rjri
sokmof irrigation channelsin
north-west and west districts.
Another example for corridor
development is railway U"di:“kﬁ
like the eastward-bound line
passing through Anand Vihar
which has plenty of vegetated
strips,” says the plan.

It also emphasises on a sof-
ter greener environment utili-
singcomponents of small land
use, like vertical landscaping.
rooftop greens and hedges, as
it contributes to the ecosys-
tem. Many campuses could
serve as local nature reserves.

Intach recommends that
land-owning agencies and en-
tities can be incentivised to ex-
ecute ecological plans within
their precincts. Government
agencies dealing with infrast.
ructure can factor in ecologi-
cal considerations, especially
when dealing with the sugges-
ted corridors, it adds. "Once
the proposals are accepted in
Delhi, they can be extended to
NCR," said Bhatnagar.

ts in 5 zones

jun, banyan, jamun, neem, gu-
ava and mangoare given prefe-
rence. “We are arranging
thesesaplings from our 20 nur-
series and encouraging fresh
plantations to ensure regular
supply,” said the official,
_Before developing such a
mini forest, inspection is done,
followed by soil testing and re.
vival of soil through natural
processes. “Based on the tes.
ting report, appropriate bio-
mass is selected for mixing in.
tolh:a soll. Wealso verify the ty-
peof waterbody nearby, if any,
an;i its distance from the site "
sald the official. The site :s
then excavated, creating g
tr_enchc:i‘ onemeterafter remq.
Ving soil from the entire lang
This is followed by mixing of
husk, hay, manure, biomassete
in the dugup soil. The soil is
thenspread loosely inthe pitso
that plantscan grow easily.
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gal construction

at shopping complex in south Delhi

Times News NeTwork

::—‘BV Delhi: A teamof engineersfrom Del-
evelopment Authority has found ille-
gal construction on the first floor of a con-
venient shopping complex in south Del-
hi’'s Shahpur Jat, which, reportedly, also
has an office of health minister and Grea-
ter Kailash MLA Saurabh Bharadwaj.

Inareportsubmitted tothedeputy di-
rector (survey), land division, a team of
DDA officials from the engineering divi-
sion, architect wing, commercial estate
brand and survey branch stated that
apart from illegal construction on the
firstfloor of themarket complex, thesho-
powners had also encroached upon the
open area on the rear side and covered it
by extending their shops.

When contacted, Bharadwaj said he
did not have any office in Shahpur Jat. “1
just have two offices - one in Greater Kai-
lash and the other in Chirag Dilli. I have
no office in Shahpur Jat. DDA and MCD
are free to take any action as per law aga-
inst encroachment and illegal construc-
tion,” the minister told TOL

No immediate reaction was available
from DDA officials.

The Delhi government's vigilance de-
partment had sent a communication to

DDA earlier this month, saying it had re-
ceived confidential information fromaso-
urce about some individuals indulging in
illegal constructions on the first floor of
convenient shopping complexes and mar-

ketsbuilt by the authority across the city:
Bharadwaj said he did not have any
office in Shahpur Jat, and DDA and
MCD were free to take action as
per law against encroachment and
illegal construction

The vigilance department’s letter
further stated that those individuals we-
re operating from Shahpur Jat and were
causing revenue loss to the government
in connivance with the officials of the
Delhi government's revenue depart-
ment, DDA and MCD.

Incidentally, Bharadwaj is the mini-
ster of the vigilance department too. Af-
ter the Supreme Court delivered a judg-
ment on May 11 placing services under
the direct control of the elected govern-
ment, the minister had divested aspecial
secretary of the department of all offici-
al responsibilities saying there were
complaints against him of corruption,
extortionand misconduct. Theofficer la-

ter registered an FIR against unknown
personsallegingtrespassingin his office
and tampering of records.

Bharadwaj recently filed a police
complaint alleging a conspiracy by the
officer despite knowing that his senior
had got the copies made of files that were
kept in his office.

In its June 8 communication to DDA
and the district magistrate (south), the
vigilance department sought a “factual”
report on illegal construction in Shah-
pur Jat market within a week. The com-
munication added that “theinvolvement
of government officials in thisillegalact
(is)tantamount to gross misconduct and
will invite disciplinary action”.

DDA officials in the report mentioned
that the illegal construction on the first
floor over shop numbers1and 2, which re-
portedly hasBharadwaj's office, can beac-
cessed usingan iron staircase fixed on the
adjacent road. The access to other illegal
constructions on the first floor was found
from inside the shops on the ground floor.
‘When the DDA team visited themarket on
June 12, all shops were found to be locked.
the officials mentioned in their report.

The inspection team also attached so-

me photographs of the site along with
the report.
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Centre finalises 26 locations in

Delhi f01: I_nternationa]

HT Correspondent _
r{T:en@mndu stantimes cam

NEW DELHE International Yoga
Day celebrations will be orga-
nised at 26 major sites across
Delhi on June 21. the Union min-
istry of Ayush has said.

These 26 sites include key
locations such as Kartavya Path.
Red Fort, Connaught Place Cen-
tral Park, Commonwealth
Games Complex and major

green spaces SU
Park, Lodhi Garden and Corona

| tion Park. among others.

As per the ministry’s list, the
New Delhi Municipal Cnur_lcﬂ
(NDMC) will be organising

¢vents at eight locations across
Mew Delhi. The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) will hold
sessions at 17 locations while the
Archaeological Survey of India
(ASI) will held Yoga sessions at
Red Fort.

NDMC member Kuljeet Cha-
hal said that the preparations for
the 9th International Yoga Day
in New Delhi are in full swing.
“around 5500 people aré
expected to take part in the Yoga
sessjons that will be held at eight
locations, with Kartavya Path
being the main site. NDMC will
make arrangements for 1500
people at Kartavya Path, while
around 1,000 people each will be

Yoga Day

accommodated at events in
Lodhi Garden, Nehru Park and
Talkatora Garden,” Chahal said,
adding that nodal officers have
been appointed for each of the
eight locations.

Among other locations, 300
people are expected toattend the
Yoga session at Sanjay Lake Park
while 200 people each will be
accommadated at the New Moti
Bagh LAS residence, Singapore
Park near Singapore embassy,
and CP Central Park events.

The civic body has been
tasked with arrangement of
mobile toilets, drinking water
arrangements and medical facil-
ity. among other preparations.
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