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Drain ncar IGIA to be completed 
by July to end 
STAFF REPORTER NEW DELHI 

The crucial Indira Gandhi 
International (IGI) Airport drain 

being constructed by the Delhi 
Development Authority is expected to 
be completed by uly and will bring 
respite from any possible waterlogging 
incidents in the area. 

PRES 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor Vinai 
Kumar Saxena inspected the progress 
of the work on the drain on Thursday, 
his seventh such visit, the statement 
issued by his office said. 

During the inspection, the LG was 
informed by officials that 95 per cent of 
the work, like broadening and deepen 
ing of drains, construction of a culvert 

the pioneer 

waterlogging in area 
Comestle Departures 

DELHI 

beneath the passing railway track and 
construction of five water bodies in dif 
ferent sectors of Dwarka to absorb the 

rainwater during monsoons had been 
completed, it said. 

"Record.efforts put in by the DDA 
along with the Railways and DIAL 
(Delhi International Airport Limited) 
during the last eight months under con 
sistent supervision and personal guid 
ance of Delhi LG have ensured that the 
2.5-Km-long, 20-metre-wide and 2 

drain will be ready metre-deep airport 
by July" the statement said. The drain 

will channelise rain and stormwater dis 
charge from the airport to the Najafgarh 
drain. The project was stuck since 2019 
due to the lack of permission to relo 
cate trees at the site, which was finally 
granted by the Delhi government in 
November 2022 after the LG's inter-
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vention" it said. According to the state 
ment, the lack of drainage in the area 
had time and again led to embarrass 
ing waterlogging at the IGI Airport, and 
created problems like traffic snarls for 
thousands of residents of neighbouring 
Dwarka sectors. 

The existing two drains at the IGI 
airport have proved insufficient for dis 

cnaigten resulted in severe 
rainwater from the airport 

has 
waterlogging in and around the airport 
during heavy rains, the statement said. 

-Heavy waterlogging even forced 
closure of the IGI Airport on many 
occasions. It also causes flooding in the 
adjoining Dwarka Sector-8, which 
houses several prominent government 
organisations, it said. 
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IGI Airport drain 
to be ready by July, 

says L-G's office 
OUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The crucial 
Indira Gandhi International 
(IGI) Airport drain being con 
structed by the Delhi Develop 
ment Authority is expected to 
be completed by July and will 
bring respite from any possible 
waterlogging incidents in the 
area, an official statement said 
on Thursday. 

Delhi Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena inspected the prog 
ress of the work on the drain 
on Thursday, his seventh such 
visit, the statement issued by 
his ofice said. 

During the inspection, the 
L-G was informed by officials 
that 95 per cent of the work, 
like broadening and deepen-
ing of drains, construction of 
a culvert beneath the passing 

railway track and construction 
of five water bodies in diferent 
sectors of Dwarka to absorb the 
rainwater during monsoons had 
been completed, it said. 

"Record efforts put in by the 
DDA along with the Railways 

and DIAL (Delhi International 
Airport Limited) during the last 
eight months under consistent 
supervision and personal guid-
ance of Delhi L-G have ensured 
that the 2.5-Km-long, 20-metre-
wide and 2-metre-deep airport 
drain will be ready by July, the 
statement said. The drain will 
channelise rain and stormwa-
ter discharge from the airport 
to the Najafgarh drain. 

"The project was stuck since 
2019 due to the lack of permis-
sion to relocate trees at the site, 
which was finally granted by the 
Delhi government in November 
2022 after the L-G's interven 
tion, it said. 

According to the state 
ment, the lack of drainage in 
the area had time and again led 

to embarrassing waterlogging 
at the IGI Airport, and created 
problems like trafic snarls for 
thousands of residents of neigh 
bouring Dwarka sectors. 

The existing two drains at 
the 1GI airport have proved 
insufhicient for discharging rain 
water from the airport which 
has often resulted in severe 
waterlogging in and around 
the airport during heavy rains, 
the statement said. 

Heavy waterlogging even 
forced closure of the IGI Air 
port on many occasions. It also 
causes flooding in the adjoining 
Dwarka Sector-8, which houses 
several prominent government 
organisations, it said. 

The five water bodies in 
Dwarka being developed by 
the DDA will be used for storing 
overflowing rainwater during 
the monsoon. These 4-metre 
deep water bodies can accom 
modate 12.20 crore litres of 
water, thereby preventing flood 
ing of the streets, it said. 

The airport drain will dis 
charge 70,000 litres of water per 
second during the peak rains. 
The drain would start from 
inside the IGI Airport prem 
ises, pass beneath the railway 
tracks through a broadened 
culvert adjoining the airport 
boundary in Dwarka Sector-8 
and connect to DDAs trunk 
drain, 2 (TD-2), which would 
further channelise the rainwater 
to the Najafgarh drain, accord 
ing to the statement. 
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Rain Relief: IGI Drain 
To Be Ready By July 

TIMES NEws NETWORK 

May Solve Waterlogging Woes Of Airport, Dwarka 

New Delhi: The perennial problem of water 
logging near Indira Gandhi International Air 
port and neighbouring sectors of Dwarka is lik 
ely to get solved permanently this year with Del 
hi Development Authority constructinga drain 

connecting the area with theNajafgarh drain. 
The LG secretariat on Thursday said the 

drain was almost 95% built and was likely to 
be ready by July when the monsoon generally 
reaches Delhi. 

"Record efforts put in by DDA along with the 
railways and Delhi international Airport Limi 
ted in the last eight months under constant su 
pervision and personal guidance of LG VK Sax 
ena have ensured that the 2.5 km long, 20 metres 
wide and two metres deep airport drain, aimed 
at permanently freeing the area of flooding du-
ring the monsoons, will be ready by July" the 
LG secretariat said, adding that Saxena inspec-
ted the project on Thursday, his seventh visit 
since the construction began in November last. 

According to officials, lack of drainage in 
the area had led to waterlogging at IGIAirport 
several times and made life difficult for thou-
sands of residents of neighbouring Dwarka 
sectors due to resultant traffic snarls on busy 
roads in and around the area. 

The completed work included broadening 
and deepening of drains, construction of a cul 
vert beneath a railway track and construction 
of five waterbodies in different sectors of Dwar 
kato absorb the rainwater during monsoons. 
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The drain will channelise the rain and 
stormwater discharge from the airport to the 
Najafgarh drain. 

TheLGoffice said the project had been stuck 
since 2019 due to pending permissions for tree 
cutting and translocation from the Delki go 

The LG Secretariat said the drain was almost 95% 

built and likely to be ready by next month 
vernment. "It was only after theLG's interven 
tion that permission for tree translocation was 
given and the work on the airport drain com 
menced on November 20,2022," said an official. 

Though there were two drains in the area, 
itproved insufficient for discharging the huge 
amount of rainwater from the airport, which 
often resulted in severe waterlogging in and 
around the airport during heavy rain and thus 
causing disruption and cancellation of flights 
leading to inconvenience to the passengers. 

Heavy waterlogging often led to the closure 
of the airport on many occasions, the LG office 
said, adding it also caused flooding in the adjoi 
ning Dwarka Sector8, which houses several pro 
minent government organisations. During the 
LG'svisits to Dwarka, theresidents had compla 

ined of crippling waterlogging in several areas. 
Five waterbodies, witha capacity of 12.2 cro 

re litre, in Dwarka region will be used for sto 
ring the overflowing rainwater during monso 
ons. "Apart from serving as recreational open 
spaces for the residents of Dwarka, the water 
bodies will also help recharge the groundwater 
and raise the water table," said an official. 

-DATED 
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New Delhi: At least 500 stu dents enrolled at coaching centres inside a four-storey building a DDA commerci 
al centre-at Mukherjee Na gar had a narrow escape on Thursday whena short circu 
it in am electricity meter in stalled in the staircase on the 
ground floor sparked a small 
fire. The incident happened around12.20pm and filled the 
narro Staircase with thick 

smoke, reports Abhay. 
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It could have easily been a 
repeat of the Surat incident 
of 2019 in which 22 students 
died in a blaze. A big tragedy 
was averted on Thursdav be 
cause of sheer providence. 
While most students escaped 
by rappelling down from the 
building. one girl who fell 
from a window is in critical 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

Irapped by fire and smoke, coaching centre students rappel down to safety 
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The students began sliding down 
the building using AC cables. A 
rope found on the terrace also 
came in handy 

condition after suffering he 
ad injuries. A small blast had 
alerted the rest of the occu 
pants in the basement, first 
and second floors, who made 
good their escape within mi 
nutes, but those on the fo 
urth floor were left groping 
in the dark, unable to figure 
out the intensity of the fire. 
As the smoke travelled up 
wards, panic set in. 

The fire brigade had recei 
ved multiple distress calls at 
12.27pm and 11 firetenders we 
re rushed to the building, 
Bhandari House, near Batra 
Cinema. The students comp 
lained about the fire brigade 
having reached after 20-25 mi 
nutes, an allegation that the 
Delhi Fire Service denied. 

ºRelated report, P2 

0GPRUI Z fci, 16 , 2023 

-DATED-
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Vibha.Sharmatimesgroup.com 
New Delhi: The MCD has decides to launch 
an antidefacement drive in the Mukherjee 
Nagar area from Friday onwards. 

MCD eye on illegal ads on Mukherjee Ngr buildings 

The drive aims to check illegal adverti 
sements by commercial establishments 
that cover the façades of buildings. The 
decision has been taken in view of the bla 
ze in a coaching centre in a Mukherjee Na 
gar commercial complex on Thursday 
MCD officials said that the huge illegal ad 
vertisements cover the buildings, making 
it difficult to conduct rescue operations. 

The MCD has alsosaid that it will gat 
her information about any violation of 
building bylaws. 

"It was a commercial building deve 
loped by DDA and we expect that the buil 

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com 
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ding norms must have heen followed 
stringently However, we need to verify 
details about an illegal extension and 
violation of building bylaws," an MCD 
official said. Thursday's fire started 

from a short circuit near an electric me 

ter on theground floor. 
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Mukherjee Nagar is the hub for COa 
chingcentresand manyarelocated in re 
sidential complexes. 

An official sajd that the DelhiMaster 
Plan allows for operation of an educatio 
nal institute in a residential area under 
certain conditions. "They can run the 
centres after paying conversion charges 
and registration fees but they have to fol 
low the commercial norms, including fi 
re safety that are applicable to buildings 
above 9.5 metres in height. This is where 

New Delhi: Delhi Development Aut 

hority (DDA) has approved the 

change in land use of a plot to const 
ruct a five-lane toll plaza with the 

RFID system and shift the old Ghazi 

pur toll plaza running on the service 

lane parallel to Delhi-Meerut Ex 

pressway to avoid traffic jams. 
"We have agreed to change the 

land use from 'recreational' to »trans 

portation' and the site is located next 

to the existing toll plaza. The initiati 

ve seeks to decongest the area and 

maintain smooth flow of traffic at the 

Ghazipur border" said a DDA offici 

al. The decision was taken during a 

joint DDA meeting on Wednesday, 

which was attended by lieutenant go 
vernor VK Saxena. 

The decision has been welcomed 

DDA okays land use change to shift 
toll plaza at Ghazipr to avoid jams 

by Municipal Corporation of Delhi 
(MCD), whích has been pursuing 

DDA to provide the 7,205-square-met 
re land to shift thetoll plaza. 

-DATED 

"We've been receiving complaints 

long trane Jice la 
every about facing 

day at the Ghazipur border 
ne due to the toll collection by MCD. 

We have made two radiofrequency 
identification device booths and col 
lect toll and environment compensa 

tion charges (ECC) there. We have also 

set up a facility on the pavement to re 

charge the RFID tags. To avoid traffic 

jams, we requested DDA to hand over 

aportion of the vacant land lyingnext 

to this booth," said a civic official. 
Now that the technical approval 

has been received, MCD will have to 

fulfil other formalities before star 

ting the construction work. "We will 

need to invite public objection and fi 

violation is happening. For conversion 

of a residential area into a commercial 

area, a revised layout plan of the area is 
but that never 

supposed to be appened."thenficial 

Referring to a fire at a coaching centre 

in Surat, the Delhi High Court in.June 2019 

directed the MCD, DDA and power dis 

Coms to conduct a survey of coaching 

Centres and said these centres run air-con 

ditioners in srnall places to accommodate 

more students and put their lives at risk. It 

stated these centres were consuming mno 

re power than the sanctioned arnount, lea 

ding tochances of short circuits and fires. 

In the sarme year, the erstwhile North and 

East Corporation did a survey and sealed 

Some complexes for violation of building 

and fire safety norms. 

nalise terms and conditions for 

transferring the land, including the 

amount we will pay DDA," said the of 
ficial."Once the new plaza is built, we 

will divert commercial vehicles to it." 

There are 124 entry points to Delhi 
and the RFID system has been instal 

led at 13 toll plazas for smooth collec 
tion of taxes. These 13 points handle 
80-85% of commercial vehicles ente 

ring the city. "While the toll tax is col 
lected by MCD from all commercial 

vehicles, ECC is collected from all go 
ods-carrying vehicles," they said. 

To simplify the collection at other 
places, MCD has prepared a pilot pro 
ject through FastTag at Kundli. "We 

are waiting for the permission for the 
n the Standing Committee project fromt 

and the House," he said, adding that 
MCD hopes to install the RFID Sy 
stem at 10 more points. 
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Shiv Sunny 

Crowd outside the building in Mukherjee Nagar on Thursday. 

ETEANARTIR ONCIPT 

shiv.sunny@hindustantimes.com 

Hinàustan Times 

Among first responderS: 
Shopkeepers, auto drivers 
NEW DELHI: As soon as news 

broke of a fire on the ground 
floor of a four-storey building in 
Mukherjee Nagar, the roughly 
250 students studying at the 
Gurukul SSC coaching centre, 
located in the basement of the 
building, ran to safety. However, 
they knew that those studying 
on the upper storeys of the 
building would not be able to 
escape that easily. 

Smoke was quickly engulfing 
the building, scores of other stu 
dents were trapped on the upper 
floors, and the firefighters were 
yet to reach the spot. 

As panic-struck students from 
above began a desperate attempt to escape the building by g by rappel-
ling down a power cable and a 
water pipeline, those who man 
aged to escape started to lay 
their personal belongings on the 
ground. The only way to save 
lives was to cushion their fall," 
said Lovepreet Singh, one of the 
students who got out early. 

At the same time, some stu 
dents trapped on the upper floors 
started throwing their bags 
down, in an attempt to create a 
soft landing to break their fall. 

Others around the site of the 
fire also pitched in - a tent 
house owner released over two 
dozen mattresses, anda garbage 
collector gave three large sacks 
of empty plastic bottles he had 
collected from the local market. 

"I knew that empty plastic 
bottles were not the softest items 
around, but that was better than 
the hard surface," said Sohan 
Lal, the garbage picker. 

A few local auto drivers also 
helped out. "We arranged a few 
thick ropes from our tempo 
driver friends and got them 

upper floors," said Ranjeet 
Singh, an auto driver. 

thrown to the students on the MCD TO PROBE 

By the end of the dramatic res 
cue, at least two dozen students 
who fell while rappelling down 
the building survived serious 
injuries due to the cushion pro 
vided by the pile of bags, mat 
tresses, and sacks of bottles. 

The students who were able to 
get out early, meanwhile, carried 
fire extinguishers in their hands 
and ran inside the building to 
douse the flames. 

"We were barely able to sur 
vive inside due to the thick 
stmoke. The floor was also get 
ting heated and there were stu 
dents crying inside about losing 
their footwear in the stampede 
and their legs burning" said 
Anish Verma, a student. 

The lone narrow staircase 
barely had enough space for two 
students to pass through at the 
same time but that did not 
them. They arranged for ho 

mers from to be thrown upstairs 
to break the iron meshes around 
the windows. "From below, we 
shouted to urge them to break as 
many window panes as possible 
so that the smoke could escape." 
said another student, Ajay Dixit. 
Others persuaded the dangling 
students to hold on and guided 
them about the obstacles on 
their path while sliding down. 

NEW DELHI 
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Despite all the cushioning, 
every other fall required the vic-
tims to be moved to hospitals. It 
was these students who carried 
them in their arms to the nearest 
ambulance. 

SANCHIT KHANNA/HT 

"This successful rescue 
couldn't have been possible 
without the active support and 
help from other students and all 
stakeholders there," said Jiten 
dra Meena, deputy commis 
sioner of police (northwest). 

VIOLATIONS OF 
BUILDING RULES 
HT Correspondent 
letters@hindustantimes.com 

NEW DELHI: A major fire that 
broke out at a coaching institute 
in Mukherjee Nagar on Thurs 
day has once again put the spot 
light on fire safety norms - or 
the lack thereof and alleged 
violations of building codes at 
this coaching centre hub in 
north Delhi. 

Hours after the incident, the 
MCD, in its official incident 
report on Thursday., said the 
building where the incident took 
place was a commercial one con 
structed by DDA, and that the 
fire started from a short circuit 
near the electric meter on the 
ground floor. However, Tata 
Power Limited � the discom 
that supplies electricity in north 
Delhi - said the smoke started 
from the air-conditioning unit 
on the fourth floor 

A senior MCD official said the 
site of fire is a five-storey old and 
occupied commercial complex 
constructed 40-45 years ago. "In 
any case, the commercial build 
ing needs a fire NOC (no-objec 
tion certificate) for operations, 
the MCD official said. The blaze 
led students in the area as well as 
local residents to flag the lack of 
safety infrastructure in the 
neighbourhood. There are no 
facilities to avert a fire in any of 
the buildings here," said Lax 
man, who runs a shop opposite 
the coaching centre. 

Deputy mayor Aaley lqbal 
said the MCD will probe all 
buildings in the area, and if vio 
lations are found, strict penal 
action will be taken. 
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Signature View set to 
be vacated next wcck 

NEW DELHI: Residents of Signa 
ture View apartment (SVA) in 
north Delhi's Mukherjce Nagar 
on Thursdav said they cxpect to 
start vacating the complex by 
next week. On Wednesday. the 

Delhi Development Authority 
(DDA). in a meeting with licuten 
ant governor VK Saxena, 
approved a final offer to resi 
dents, explaining the terms to 
vacate and rebuild the apartment 
complex. 

Earlier this year, in January. 
the LG asked DDA to "vacate and 
dismantle" the 12 towers of SVA 
after an ndian Institute of Tech 
nology. Delhi (IIT-D) report 
deemed it unfit for habitation. 

At Wednesday's meeting. DDA 
oficials said that the authority 
will offer two options to resi 
dents buy back and recon 
struction. The terms of both 

options have been agreed upon 
by the RWA and a final agree 
ment will be signed by DDA as 
well as residents before the resi 
dents start vacating the prem 
ises, the officials said. 

Residents on Thursday said 
that they are waiting to receive 
the minutes of the meeting to 
give a final nod so that the legal 
formalities can be started. 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

"We have been told that the 
minutes of the meeting with all 
the conditions and proposals 
mentioned in detail will be 

shared with us. Once we approve 
it, DDA will share a draft agree 
ment and will also inform us 
about the timelines. Meanwhile, 
we will conduct a general body 
meeting and get the approval 
from all residents about the pro 

NEW DELHI 
FRIDAY 
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In January, LG VK Saxena asked DDA to dismantle the complex 
after an IT-D report deemedit unfit for habitation. SANCHIT KHANNA/HT 

Life, in a qumbling apartment complex 

JUNE 15, 2023: HT reported 
how the Signature View 
Apartment residents were 
living in fear. 

posal. We are hoping that the 
paperwork will be completed so 
that we can begin evacuating in 
the next one week to 10 days, as 
we are living in very unsafe con 
ditions," said Amrendra Jha, 
RWA president. 

Jha said that once the legali 
ties are complete, DDA should 
give residents 30 days to vacate 
the premises since many would 

prefer to look fora flat in the 
vicinity. 

"Finding a flat on rent and 
shifting will take some time and 
a maximum limit should be 

given. Most people, especially 
those with school-going kids, wil 
try to rent a flat nearby." he said. 

As per the DDA proposal, HIG 
flat owners will be offered a rent 
of 50,000 per month and MIG 
flat owners will be offered 
38,000 per month for the next 
three years, till the flats are dis 
mantled and reconstructed. 

For those residents who opt 
for buy back, the DDA will offer 
to pay the cost of the flat, with 
10.6% interest and stamp duty. 

DDA officials said that they 
are finalising the draft. "We are 
waiting for a formal approval 
from all residents, after which 
they can start vacating, Flat own 
ers will have the freedom to 
choose between any of the two 
options," said Subhashis Panda, 

-DATED 

DDA: Airport drain 95% 
complete, ready by July 
NEW DELHI: Work on a 2.5km 
drain that officials promise will 
permanently solve the issue of 
looding at Indira Gandhi Inter 
national (IG) airport, is around 
95% complete, Delhi Develop 
ment Authority (DDA) officials 
aware of the matter said on 

Thursday, adding that the cru 
cial project is likely to be com 
pleted in July. 

Year after year, the absence 
of drainage in the area led to 
waterlogging incidents at the 
IGI airport. 

The project- a joint effort of 
DDA. the Railways and Delhi 
International Airport Limited 
(DIAL)� will discharge 70,000 

litres of water per second dur 
ing peak rains. 

DDA officials said ljeutenant 

governor VK Saxena on Thurs 

day inspected the progress of 

the project and was informed 
that much of the work invoiv 

the broadening and deepen 
ing of drains, construction o 
culvert beneath the passing 
railway track, and the con 
struction of five water bodies in 

different sectors of Dwarka to 
absorb the rainwater during 

the monsoons has been com 

pleted. 

ing 

The project. which was 
hanging fire since 2019. com 
menced in November 2022. HTC 

vice chairman, DDA. 
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