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7,643 cr DDA budget gets LG nod 

elhi Lieutenant-Governor 
DaG) VK Saxena on 

Wednesday approved the 
annual budget of the DDA for 
2023-2024. with an annual 
outlav of 7.643 crore, focusing 
on civic infrastructure, partic 
ularly oD the third Ring Road 
under the Urban Extension 
Road II (UER-1) for develop 
ment of Narela, Dwarka and 
Rohini, rejuvenation and 
restoration of Yamuna flood 
plains and green spaces. 

LIBRARY 

?1,000 crore committed by authority for Metro Phase V 

The DDA also approved 
Pre-Determined rates for 
Rohini, Phase IV and V, Tikri 
Kalan and Narela for fihancial 
year 2022 -23 and permitted 
land use change for improving 
public transport system in 
Delhi. The budget has project 
ed receipts to the tune of 
8,541 crore. 

As per the budget docu 
ment, construction of UER-II 
as third Ring Road of Delhi is 

in progress through the 
NationalHighway Authority of 
India (NHAI). For this project, 
3,600 crore will be funded by 
DDA out of the total project 
Cost of 6,421 crore (for Delhi 

portion). This P will 
reduce decongest Delhi 

vehicular pollution. 
"It will also serve the land 

pooling areas of Delhi, apart 
from being a an arterial connec 
tivity to Rohini and Narela..It 
will allow traffic moving 

between Gutugram and 
Sonepat to by-pass Central 
DelhË. This will also lead to 
faster access to the airport. It 
shall act as an additional 

Delhi, Western Ring Road 
thereby decongesting the road 
network between Mukarba 
Chowk to Singhu Border" the 
budget dÍcument said. 

The DDA has committed 
R1,000 crore for Phase IV of 

Delhi Metro and a provision of 
350-crore has been made in 
BE 2023-24. 

A total allocation of 3,314 
crore has been made for devel-
opment of land, physical infra-. 
structure and maintenance of 
existing infrastructure that 
includes roads, sewage, water 
supply, power lines and 
drainage in development areas 
falling under th� jurisdiction of 
DDA. These areas are primar 

-DATED. 

ily in Narela, Dwarka and 
Rohini. To contain encroach 
ment of DDAs land, a provision 
of around 106 crore has been 
made towards security of land. 
The authority meeting was 
attended by Subhasish Panda, 
Vice-Chairman, DDA and 
other members including 
MLAs Vijender Gupta,, 
Somnath Bharti, OP Sharma 
and DK Pandey. 

The authority has planned 
construction of a Trunk Drain 
of about 7.2 Kms length, cost 
ing 293.21 crore to prevent 
waterlogging in DDA-devel 
oped s�ctors 20, 21l & 22, 
vacant land of undeveloped 
Sectors 39,40 and 4| of Rohini 
and adjoining 106 unautho 
rized colonies in Kirari 
Assembly constituency. A pro 
vision of 100 crore in BE 
2023-24 has been kept for this 

purpose. Construction of 
Storm Water Drain at Sector 
8, Dwarka is in progress. This 
drain will cater to the excess 
discharge of rain water of air 
port and prevent flooding in 
Rajnagar, Baghdola and Palam 
area. For this purpose, a pro 
vision of 30 crore has been 
made in 2023-24. 

DDA, with an overall out 
lay of 928.92 crore, has 
undertaken the work of reju 
venation and restoration of 
the floodplains of river 
Yamuna. The work is being 
taken up in a phased manner 
as 10 separate sub-projects. 

A sum of 405 crore has 
been provided in BE 2023-24 
for this purpose. The con 
struction of Bharat Vandana 
Park is in full swing. The park 
located in Sector-20, Dwarka, 
is spread over 189.28 acres 
with the project cost of 524 
crore. A provision of ?105 
Crore has been kept in BE 
2023-24 for this purpose. 

DDA has projected rev 
enue of around 74310 crore on 
account of sale of additional 
inventory of existing housing 
projects which are nearing 
completion. The housing pro 
jects that will be completed in 
the current year include pro 
jects in Dwarka having around 
1l14 HIG flats facing Dwarka 
Golf Course, around 650 MIG 

flats in Lok Nayak Puram and 
around 9000 HIG/MIG flats in 

Narela. 
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MCD budget with workers, 
traders at its core cleared 
he much-awaited civic bud 
I get was cleared during a 

special meeting held at the 
Municipal Corporation of 
Delhi (MCD) on Wednesdav, 
with the ruling AAP saving that 
"welfare of workers" is at the 

core of it. According to the 
MCD, the revised budget esti 

mates for 2022-22 stand at 
14.80.429 lakh (expenditure). 

while the budget estimate for 
2023-24 stands at 16,02,355 
lakh (expenditure). 

AAP MLA and party's 
MCD in-charge Dergesh 
Pathak at a Press conference 
held after the end of the session 
a the Civic Centre, said the 
budget was cleared, aad four 
resolutions introduced by its 
councillors for the welfare of 
traders were "also passed" The 
civic budget is worth 16,023 
crore and puts focus on areas 

LIBRARY 
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according to the budget speech 
of the Commisiorrer, made last 
December. Delhi has three 
sanitary landfill sites located at 
Ghazipur, Okhla and Bhalswa. 
This proposed "engineering 

such as sanitation, education landfl site" will be ity's first 
and health, a senior official such site, officials said. 
said. The current three landfill 

sites in Delhi are spread over an 
area of 202 acres in total, 

according to the speech. In the 
budget, the Commissioner also 
said that CCTV cameras have 
been installed at 570 school 
locations, and proposals have 
been sent for other schools. 
Also, 1.5 lakh plants along 

A piece of land measuring 
47.346 acres has been allocat 
ed by the Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) for a landfill 
site in Tehkhand area near 
Okhla, out of which 32.346 
acres will be used for setting up 
an engineering landfill site, 
work for which is expected to 
be completed by April 2023, 

MCD Maydr Shly Oteroi presites over a soecial budget meting ot the Municipal 
Corporation of Deihi (MCD) house at the Civic Centre in New Delhi on Wednesday 

Ranian Dimri I Pioneer 

be bought in view of the G20 
meetings, the budget had 
added. After discussion, the 
budget was passed, Pathak told 
reporters, Soon after the session 
was over."The welfare of work-
ers is at the core of the budget, and besides the budget being 
passed, four resolutions intro 
duced by our councillors for 
the welfare of traders were 
also passed. 

-DATED 

dhese resolutions were 
brought in with the intent to 
provide relief to traders who 
have been facing problems due 
to sealing and other issues. 
Work on vikas' (development) 
will be carried out along with 

the welfare of workers, employ 
ees," he said. Today, two of the 
promises made in "Arvind 
Kejriwal's 10 guarantees have 
been fulfiled, and slowly other 
guarantees would also be ful 
filled, Pathak said. 

The AAP councillor and 
Leader of House Mukesh Goel 

told reporters that with the pas 
sage of the budget, "employees 
and workers will get salary on 
time. Pathak on Monday had 
announced that their council 
lors will introduce four resolu 
tions for the welfare of traders 
during the special meeting of 
the c+vic body to discuss its 
budget. 

One of the resolutions 
would be brought by AAP 
councillors Parveen Kumar 
and Sunil Chaddha relating to 
presenting the MCD's side 
before the judicial commitee 
appointed by the Supreme 
Court to look into the matter 

of sealing of local shopping centres, he had'said. 
Prem Chauhan and 

Devender Kumar will bring 
another resolution, which will 

that the traders who propoied notices will not have 

be penalised, he had said. The 
fourth resolution proposed that 
no notices, whatsoever, be sent 
to local shopping centres and 
commercial shopping centres, 
Pathak said. with flower pots are planned to 
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In DDA Budget, focus on civic 
infra, rejuvenation of Yamuna 

oUR CORRESPONDENT 

NEW DELHI: The DDA on 
Wednesday approved its Bud 
get with an annual outlay of Rs 
7,643 crore saying its focus is on 
the Capital's civic infrastructure 
and rejuvenation and restora 
tion of Yamuna floodplains and 
green spaces in the city. 

floodplains and green spaces YRI, ASIUT B & 

The Delhi Development 
Authority has committed Rs 
1,000 crore for the Phase-IV 
project of the Delhi Metro, with 
Rs 350 crore provisioned in the 
Budget estimate 2023-24, the 
urban body said ina statement. 

The budget received the nod 
during a meeting of Authority 

the highest decision-mak 
ing body of the DDA � here, 
chaired by Delhi Lt Governor V 
K Saxena, who is also the chair 
person of the DDA. 

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

The body, concerned majorly 
with housing, took major deci-
sions, "induding approval of the 
annual budget 2023-24, with 
focus on civic infrastructure of 
the national capital, particularly 
Narela, Dwarka and Rohini," 
the statement said, adding the 
budget has a special emphasis 
on Urban Extension Road-II, 
or UER II 

"The Authority approved 
the annual budget for 2023 
24, with an annual outlay of Rs 
7,643 cr and receipts projected 
at Rs 85,41 cr the DDA said. 

A total allocation of Rs 3,314 
crore has been made for the 
development of land, physical 

infrastructure, and maintenance 
of existing infrastructure such 
as roads, sewage, water supply, 
power lines, and drainage in 
areas falling under the jurisdic-
tion of DDA. These areas are 
primarily in Narela, Dwarka, 
and Rohini, the statement said. 

The DDA, with an over 
all outlay of Rs 928.92 cr, has 
undertaken the work of reju-
venation and restoration of the 
floodplains of Yamuna river. 
The work is being taken up in 
a phased manner as 10 separate 
sub-projects. A sum of Rs 405 
crore has been provided in the 
budget for this purpose. 

The construction of the 
'Bharat Vandana Park' is in full 
swing. Being built at a cost of 
Rs 105 crore, the park located 
in Sector-20, Dwarka, is spread 
over 189.28 acres, officials said. 

LIBRARY 

According to them, DDA 
has played akey role in the over 
all development and manage 
ment of green spaces in the city 
and to continue this initiative, 
it is carrying out development, 
upgradation, and modernisa-
tion of existing as well as new 
parks. DDA, which has under its 
maintenance around 787 parks, 
has provisioned Rs 400 crore for 
their upkeep. 

It has also prepared an 
action plan for rejuvenation of 
water bodies across Delhi with 
a provision of Rs 55 crore in 
the budget. 

For irrigation and rejuve 
nation of water bodies and to 

reduce dependence on fresh 
water sources for watering of 
parks, the DDA has been fol 
lowing a sustainable water 

ma trantent practice by using 
i water through STP pipe 

line from centralised STPs and 
through decentralised STPs 
installed nearby drains. A 
total of Rs 4 crore has been set 
aside for the whole exercise, 
offhcials said. 

A provisíion of Rs 33 crore 
has been made in the budget 
for the development and main 
tenance of seven biodiversity 
parks spread over an area of 
about 3,000 acres in Delhi, 
managed in collaboration with 
Centre for Environmental Man 
agement of Degraded Ecosys 
tems, University of Delhi. 

To contain encroachment 
of DDAs land, a provision of 
around Rs 106 crore has been 
made towards land safety and 
security, the statement said. 

The DDA said that con 
struction ofUER-II as the third 
ring road of Delhi is in progress 
through NHAI. For this project, 
Rs 3,600 crore will be funded by 
the DDA out of the total proj 
ect cost of Rs 6,421 cr (for Delhi 
portion). The project will have a 
great impact on decongestion of 
Delhi and reduction in vehicu 
lar pollution, it said. 

--DATED 

Construction of two foot 
over bridges in Dwarka is in 
progress, and for it, a provision 
of Rs 6 crore has been made, 
the statement said. 
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DDA eyes over 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

4,000 crore 
revenue from 
its housing 
inventory 

In its 2023-24 budget passed on Wednesday, the 
Delhi Development Auth 
ority (DDA) said it expects to earn ¿4,310 crore by 
selling additional invento 
ry in its existing housing projects. A large chunk of 
this revenue is expected 
from Dwaraka, which has 
1,114 Higher Income Group 
(HIG) flats nearing comple 
tion, a senior DDA official 
I said. 

The offcial said the ur 
ban body also aims to gar 
ner revenue fromn its inven 
tory in Narela, which will 
likely be connected with 
the Urban Extension Road 
(UER)-II this year. The road 
will provide arterial con 
nectivity to Narela and Ro 
hini, the budget presented 
by the urban body noted. 

The DDA's previous at 
tempts to dispose of its 
housing inventory in Nare 
la were unsuccessful, with 
the lack of connectivity in 
the area being a major con 
cern for homebuyers. 

Last year, The Hindu 
had reported that all the 
housing schemes 
launched by the DDA since 
2014 had received poor 
response, with most of its 
inventory being unsold. 

"Apart from the com 
pletion of the UER-II, 
which will solve the larger 
issue of connectivity, a 
notification about Narela 
being connected with the 
rest of the Delhi Metro net 
work will likely be issued 
soon," said a senior DDA 
official. 

DELHI 

THE HINDU Thursday, March 30, 2023 

The Hindu Bureau 
NEW DELHI 

The Delhi Development 
Authority (DDA) on Wed 
nesday passed its budget at 
a meeting chaired by Lieu 
tenant-Governor Vinai Ku 
mar Saxena, who also 
serves as its chairman. 
With a focus on civic infras 
tructure, development of 
green spaces and rejuvena 
tion of the Yamuna flood 
plains, the 2023-24 DDA 

fatt, (trg ): 

DATED 

DELHI 

DDA budget cleared: Yamuna 
floodplains, roads get major push 

crore. 

budget has an annual out 
lay of 7,643 crore and re 
ceipts projected at E8,541 

31 T4, 2023 º 20dir 

The authority has set 
aside 3,314 crore for the 
development of land and 
maintenance of existing in 
frastructure in Narela, 
Dwarka and Rohini. For 
the construction of the Ur 
ban Extension Road-ll as 
the third Ring Road, the 
DDA has allocated 3,600 
crore. Other major ongo 

ing infrastructure projects 
that received funds include 
retrofitting and upgrada 
tion of Nehru Place and 
Bhikaji Cama Place com 

mercial centres, rejuvena 
tion and restoration of the 
Yamuna floodplains as 10 
separate sub-projects. 

The urban body also 
aims to collect almost 
4,310 crore through the 
sale of its inventory in ex 
isting housing projects that 
are nearing completion. 
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NEW DELHI: Upgrading civic 
infrastructure in the three sub 
cities of Narela, Rohini and 
Dwarka, and completion of 

pending housing projects, are 
the key focus areas of the Delhi 
Development Authority's budget 
for the 2023-24 financial year. 

DDA budget focuses 
on housing projects 

According to the plan, which 
was approved by Delhi lieuten 
ant governor (LG) VK Saxena on 
Wednesday. the agency p 
to complete the consti n of 

close to l1,000 high- and middle 
income group flats (HIG and 
MIG) in Dwarka, Lok Nayak 
Puram in west Delhi, and Narela. 

The agency has decided to 
spend 3,314 crore on upgrading 
the civic infrastructure in its 
three sub-cities Dwarka, 
Narela and Rohini � where it 
has a number of housing pro 
jects. While approving the bud 
get, the LG, who is the 

DDA chairman, directed officials 
to ensure "visible implementa 
tion in a time-bound manner":. 

According to budget docu 
ments. the total outlay for the 
financial year 2023-24 is 27,643 
crore, which is E290 crore less 
than the previous plan. DDA has 
put the projected receipts in the 
next financial year at 28,541 
crore, which is about 7600 crore 
more than the projected receipts 
for the 2022-23 fiscal. 

While no new project has 
been announced in the budget. 
the focus this year is going to be 
on completing ongoing housing 
projects, said a senior DDA off 
cial. 

The official said that 1,l14 HIG 
flats facing the golf course in 
Dwarka Sector 24, nearly 650 
MIG flats in Lok Nayak Puram, 
and about 9,000 HIG and MIG 
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Projected 
receipts 

DDA's budget for FY 2023-24 
OUTLAY 

78,541cr t3,314r 
1643. 

for flats, as 
part of 
DDA'S TOD 
project 

LIBRARY 

1,767r 65cr 

Total allocation for 
infrastructure projects 

Fund allocation to some important 
projects in this budget 

to retrofit and 
upgrade Nehru Place 
and Bhikaji Cama 
Place district centres 

flats in Narela, will be ready this 
year. 

7405 crore for the rejuvenation of the 
riverfront (total cost is F928.92 crore) 

PROJECTS TO BE COMPLETED THIS 
114 High-lncome Group (HIG) flats at Dwarka, 650 
Middle-Income Group (MIG) flats in Lok Nayak 
Puram and around 9,000 HIG/MIG flats in Narela 

Of the I,767 crore for hous 
ing projects, 240 crore will be 
spent on construction of 1.108 
MIG and 522 EWS flats in east 
Delhi's Karkardooma-a project 
touted as India's first Transit 
Oriented Development project. 

for Phase IV of 
crore Delhi Metro 

DDA has also set aside 70 
crore for the 10 in-situ slum 
redevelopment projects. "DDA 
has projected a revenue of 4,310 
crore on account of sale of addi 
tional inventory of existing hous 
ing projects which are nearing 
completion. 

It is expected that completion 
of Urban Extension Road-1, con 
necting NH-48 to NH-2, Narela 
and the proposed Metro line, 

350cr 

105cr 
for 524 crore 
Bharat Vandana 

Park 

155r 
for 5 new sports 
complexes in 
Dwarka 

0r 
for in-situ slum 
redevelopment 

YEAR 
Sports complexes 
in Dwarka 
Bharat Vandana Park 

which is expected to be 
approved by government 
shortly, will give a fillip to the 
demand of DDA flats in Narela," 
the agency said in a statement. 

Dwarka is also getting a major 
makeover with an expressway 
and a host of facilities such as 
the international convention 
centre, sports complexes and the 
Bharat Vandana Park. 

Last year, DDA decided to pay 
Z3,600 crore as viability gap 
funding to the National High 
ways Authority of India for the 
construction of Urban Extension 
Road -II, often referred to as the 
third Ring Road of Delhi. 

The agency has set aside 405 
crore for payments in the next 
fiscal. 

1 
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Finally, shops at 
Barapullah exit to 
DND demolished 

Siddhanta.Mishra 
atimesgroup.com 

New Delhi: There is some relief 
for motorists using the Barapul 
lah elevated road to reach Noida. 
Many of the shops and stalls en 
croaching on the road space we 
re removed by Delhi Develop 
ment Authority on Tuesday 

Vehicles exiting the Bara 
pullah corridor and going to 
wards DND Flyway or Ashram 
and Maharani Bagh regularly 
ran into a traffic congestion 
caused by some furniture 
shops and shikanji and fruit 
stalls, wheremany cars parked 
and people got off to take a bre 
ak. Due to this, the stretch was 
among the perennial bottle 
necks on Ring Road. TOI had 
carrieda news report on this 
congestion point in January. 

Past the Sun Dial pedestrian 
bridge, where the Barapullah 
elevated road exited on Ring Ro 
ad, motorists encounter a shrun 
ken road width with shops ta 
king up space on the left side of 
the road. The eroded road surfa 
ce at this point also slowed down 
the vehicles. After exiting the Ba 
rapullah road, vehicles take a left 

turn towards DND to access the 
road to Noida. 

On Wednesday. the shi 
kanji shop located at the turn 
stood demolished as did the 
other shops. Some people co 
uld be seen picking up whate 
ver could be retrieved from 

the rubble. The angry shop 
owners argued that DDA had 
no right to tear down their 
stalls because the land be. 

longed not to the agency, but 
to a private individual. 

"This land belongs to us, DDA 
has no jrisdiction over this 
land," insisted Gaurav Sharma, 
who claimed to be owner of the 
plot bearing the khasra number 
520.Moreover. we were not even 
given time to vacate the space. 
The officials came and pasted no 
tices on the doors of the shops on 
Saturday evening and then carri 
ed out what they called an antien 
croachment drive on Tuesday" 

There were no comments 

from DDA on TOI's queries. 
With the work of the Ash 

ram flyover extension comple 
ted and the obstructing shops at 
this critical turn removed, traf 
fic congestion on this stretch 
could bea thing of the past. 

Anindya Chattopadhyay 

DDA has taken action against several furniture, shikanji and fruit shops. 
which is likely to give relief to commuters heading towards DND 
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DDA earmarks 3k crore for infra 
plans, Yamuna floodplain in focus 
New Delhi: The Delhi Deve 
lopment Authority (DDA) has 
allocated Rs 3.314 crore, 
which is a major chunk of 
its 2023-24 budget, to infrast 
ructure projects such as faci 
lities in three sub-cities of 
Narela, Dwarka and Rohini, 
and the Urban Extension of 
Roads II project. 

The authority approved 
the budget in a meeting on 
Wednesday, chaired by Lieu 
tenant Governor V K Saxena. 

Rejuvenation and restora 
tion of the Yamuna floodpla 
ins, green spaces, approval of 
pre-determined rates for Ro 
hini Phase IV and V, Tikri Ka 
lan and Narela for 2022-23 and 
permitted land use change 
for improving public trans 
port system in Delhi are 
among the budget highlights. 

LIBRARY 

Pre-determined rates are 
the rates chargeable for allot 
ment of alternative land to 
different categories of 
persons whose plots have be 
en acquired for planned 
development of Delhi. 

Completing prominent 
housing projects to increase 
revenue generation was also 
emphasised in the budget. 

"A total allocation of Rs 
3,314 crore has been made for 
development of land... main 
tenance of existing infrast 
ructure that includes roads, 
sewage, water supply, power 
lines and drainage primarily 

THE HIGHLIGHTS 
3,314 crore Infrastructure 
projects at three sub-cities, 
including Narela, Dwarka and 
Rohini; completion of 
Urban Extension 
Road I| 

1767 crore 
Construction of 
flats, including 
<240 crore 
for flats at 
Karkardooma 
as part of DDA's 
transit-oriented 
development project 
350 crore Phase-IV of 
Delhi Metro under which 
connectivity to Narela 
is proposed 

Financial 
budget for 2023-24 

approved 
Annual outlay 

<7,643 crore 
Receipts projected 
8,541 crore 

Z405 crore Rejuvenation of 
riverfront project 

in Narela, Dwarka 
Rohini," the budget said. 

and 

Among the projects targe 
ted for completion this year 
are thel,114 high-income gro 
up (HIG) flats at Dwarka, 650 
MIG flats in Lok Nayak Pu 
ram and around 9.000 HIG/ 
MIG flats in Narela. 

-DATED 

The much-awaited sports 
complexes in Dwarka's 
Sector 17, 8, 19 and 23 and a 
golf course at Sector 24 are on 
the list of projects targeted to 

The completion of the 

Z400 crore Upkeep and 
development of green spaces 

06 crore Protect DDA land 
from encroachment 

155 crore | 
Development 
of five sport 
complexes 
in Dwarka; 
178 crore for 
maintenance of 

existing sports 
facilities 

T65 crore Retrofitting 
and upgradation of Nehru 
Place and Bhikaji Cama Place 
district centres 

100 crore Improving 
drainage in Rohini, 106 
unauthorised colonies in Kirari 

Bharat Vandana Park is ex 
pected this year and Rs 105 
crore has been allocated for 
the Rs 524-crore project. 

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI 
THURSDAY, MARCH 30, 2023 

"We are projecting reve 
nue of around Rs 4,310 crore 
on account of sale of additio 
nal inventory of existing ho 
using projects which are nea 
ring completion. That's why 
emphasis has been given to 
complete all ongoing housing 
projects. Flats in Lok Nayak 
Puram and Narela are in 
close proximity to UER-II 
where the work is in full 

swing," said the official. 
The authority is focused 

on undertaking retrofitting 
and upgrade of the Nehru 
Place and Bhikaji Cama Pla 

ce Commercial Centres."The 
refurbishment work, inclu 
ding construction of multi 
level car parking, is in pro 
gress. A provision of Rs 65 
crore has been made in BE 
2023-24 for this purpose," said 
the official. 

On the Yamuna Rejuvena 
tion plan, the overall outlay 
is Rs 928.92 crore. "While 
work has been taken up in a 
phased manner as 10 separate 
sub-projects, a sum of Rs 405 
crore has been provided in 
BE 2023-24 for this purpose," 
the budget said. 

The DDA has also prepa 
red an action plan for rejuve 
nation of water bodies across 
Delhi for Rs 55 crore. "For ir 
rigation and rejuvenation of 
water bodies and to reduce 
dependence on fresh water 
sources for watering of 
parks, DDA has implemented 
sustainable water manage 
ment practices. To continue 
with these techniques, a pro 
vision of Rs 4 crore has been 
kept in the budget estimate 
for 2023-24." the budget said. 

A request for a proposal has been floated for 10 
projects for in situ rehabilita 
tion of slum dwellers while work on Jailorwala Bagh is targeted to be 
complete this year:. 

be over this year. 
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Sanitation, edu, health push 
in unified MCD's first budget 
NEW DELHI, MARCH 29 

THE MUNICIPAL Corporation of 
Delhi Wednesday passed the 

budget for the 2023-24 financial 
year, with a focus on improving 
sanitation, cleanliness. educa 

tion, health, welfare of workers, 
traders and reducing the three 
garbage mountains. 

Passing the Rs 16,203-crore 
budget, MCD Mayor Shelly 
Oberoi said: "This is the first 

budget of the deliberative wing 
of the unified MCD. We owe it to 
the people of Delhi to give them 
a fuly functioning MD. Our aim 
is to make this civic body the 
number one in the country." 

The revised budget estimate 
for the current fiscal, Rs 14,804 
crore (expenditure), was also 
passed. Under the budget, the 
civic body has allocated land in 
Tehkhand for constructing engi 
neering landfill sites. Land meas 
uring 47346 acres was allotted 
by the DDA in Tehkhand near 
Okhla, and the engineering land 
fill site will be set up on 32.34 
acres of the total land. Work to 
set up this site is expected to be 
completed by April. One of the 
AAPS MCD poll promises was to 
cdear the landfills. 
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The budget has also pro 
posed to install CCTVs in 570 
school locations and plant 1.5 

lakh saplings ahead of the G-20 
Summit 
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In the special budget meet 

ing, 17 resolutions were placed 

by the AAP and BJP. The House 

The Rs 16,203 crore civic budget was passed by the first 
mayor of the unified MCD, Shely Oberoi. Tashi Tobgyal 

passed all resolutions tabled by 
the AAP, those placed by the BJP 
were rejected. 

The meeting, which saw 
Deputy Mayor Aaley 
Mohammad lqbal and BJP coun 
dllors Kamaljeet and Shikha Rai 
present their views, saw argu 
ments from both sides. While 
AAP hit out at BÊP for misusing 
the MCD during its 15-year rule. 
the latter levelled allegations of 
corruption by AAP over the in 
carceration of its two leaders -
Satyender Jain and Manish 
Sisodia. 

Attacking the BJP, Aaley cited 
a dialogue from the movie 
Pathaan and said, ""Aap Apni 
kursi kipeti baand lijiye, mausam 
bigadne wala hai... but I want to 
tell the people of Delhi that now 
they can relax kyunki ab 
mausam aa rahega MCD mein." 

Later in a press conference, 
AAP MCD in-charge Durgesh 
Pathak said the government had 

promised 10 guarantees and it 
has fulfilled two of them in 36 
days - MCD employees will re 
ceive their salaries on time and 
traders will get relief from seal 
ing. 

Meanwhile, L-G VK Saxena 
approved the DDA's annual 

budget. The key focus this year 
will be oncivic infrastructure, re 
juvenation of Yamuna flood 
plains, development of green 
spaces in the capital, and in-situ 
rehabilitation of slum dwellers. 

Special emphasis on the third 
Ring Road (UER-II) for Delhi and 
development of Narela, Dwarka 
and Rohini, and sports com 
plexes in Rohini and Narela have 
also been proposed.The author 
ity also approved change of land 
use for RRTS installations in 
Jangpura, a transit camp for CRPF 
at Bawana, and transfer of219 sq 
m of land to L&D0 for amalga 
mation aimed at redevelopment 

of AlIMS. 
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THE CENTRAL Empowered 
Committee(CEC) of the Supreme 
Court has expressed the "appre 
hension" of a "well-coordinated 
attempt to do away with the re 
strictions on the construction ac 
tivities in morphological ndge". 

The morphological ridge is the 
area that has ridge-like features 
typical of the Aravallis and has 
ecological significance but lies 
outside the notified ridge forest 
land. The Delhi Forest Department 
says that the morphological ridge 
should work as a buffer zone to 
protect the "core forest area of the 
ridge" and that the morphologi 
cal ridge area is a "high-risk zone", 
making the construction of high 
rise buildings dangerous. 
Construction in the area requires 
clearance from the Ridge 
Management Board and the CEC 
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Attempt to do away with construction restrictions in 
morphological ridge: SC panel raises apprehension 

The Committee made the re 
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The morphological ridge is the area that has ecological 
significance but lies outside notified ridge forest land 

marks in a report submitted to SC. 
Delhi Development Authority 

(DDA), which is the land-owning 
agency, said in an affidavit to the 

SC that the restrictions on use of 
morphological ridge land are 
without"legal sanction". The CEC 
countered this and a committee 
appointed on the orders of the 
Supreme Court is now in the 
process of identifying the area of 

the morphological ridge. 
The matter came up before 

the CEC and the Supreme Court 
when the DDA allotted land on 
the morphological ridge in Vasant 
Kunj to the Directorate of Revenue 
Intelligence (DRI) to construct an 
office building. 

In a February & order, the SC 
noted that previous orders passed 
by courts had said that land with 

similar features as the Ridge 
should be given the sarme protec 
tion. TheSChad then directed that 
a committee be constituted to 

identify such areas. 
It had also directed that the 

DDA should not allot any land in 
the areas which are under this 
Consideration till further orders. 

The CECs report says that the 
area occupied by the geomorpho 
logical landform in a fresh map 
layer has come down to 1,1050.92 
hectares from 1,113623 hectares 
mapped in 2013, which incudes 
the notified forest of the ridge and 
the morphological ridge. The CEC 
in its report recommended that 
the SC direct the committee ap 
pointed byit to follow the bound 
aries shown in the 2013 map. 

The CEC report also said that 
in an affidavit before SC in 
February. DDA said that the mor 
phological ridge has not been de 
fined under any statute, notifica 
tion, or policy for it to attain legal 
sanctity."Even though the map of 

Geomorphological Ridge has 
been available since 2013, DDA 

has now taken the stand before 
this Honble Court that the Ridge 
outside the Notified Ridge Area 
has not been identified/ demar 
cated," the CEC report said. 

The report also noted that the 
Master Plan of Delhi 2021 does 
not recognise any part of the ridge 
outside of the notified forest area. 

The report added that DDA 
had allotted plots for develop 
ment to various agencies in the 
morphological ridge. 

After the CEC submitted its re 
port dated March 13. the SC con 
sidered the matter earlier this 
month. In an order issued on 
March 15, it said the committee 
has made "substantial progress" 
and has identified the parameters 
to be considered to identify land 
as morphological ridge. Another 
committee of technical experts 
will be appointed and the matter 
is to be considered by the court in 
four months to monitor progress 
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