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New Delhi: To resolve queri 

es and issues related to the 

PM-Uday scheme, Delhi De 
velopment Authority (DDA) 

has started holding public he 

arings and inviting queries 
from the applicants. 

One such public hearing 

was organised by DDA at Vi 

kas Sadan on Thursday, whe 

rein all queries and compla 

ints related to the scheme we 

re heard and addressed in the 

presence of DDA vice-chair 
man Subhasish Panda. 

LIBRARY 
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE 

"Over 100 applicants at 

tended the public hearing af. 

1,535 za TAI0 

8.74 re IGI 

DDA holding public 
hearing on PM-Uday 
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ter doing prior registrations 
and the queries/complaints 
of each applicant were heard 
in detail by Panda, along with 
senior officers of PM-Uday 
department in detail. At the 
end of the session, at least 22 
cases were approved," said 
the DDA official. 

The PM-UDAY scheme, 
which was devised by the Go 
vernment of India in 2019, al. 
Jows conferment/recogni 
tion of ownership or trans 
fer/mortgage rights to resi 
dents of unauthorised 
colonies in the capital. TNN 

fAeIcOR 
790i -y 

56.83 
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LG wants Qutabgarh 
a model village for the rest 

New Delhi: Delhi lieutenant go 
vernor VK Saxena on Thursday 
directed officials to develop Qu 
tabgarh in northwest Delhi as a 
model village, a template that can 
be replicated in other places. 

The farmers of the village wo 
uld be trained in Krishi Vigyan 
Kendras on grape cultivation and 
the MCD dispensary would be con 
verted into a polyclinic, Raj Niwas 

said in apress statement. 
Also, the DDA would develop 

two waterbodies and four new 
parks in Qutabgarh. 

This is Saxena's second visit to 

the village. 
Addressing the villagers, the 

LG said that with the participa 
tion of farmers, Qutabgarh could 
develop into a major producer of 
guava, which comes to Delhi from 
neighbouring states. 

He said:"Once Qutabgarh is de 
veloped into the first modelvillage, 
the same model of development 
will bereplicated in other villages." 
He added that "growing grapes is 
aimed atenhancing the diversity of 
flora in Delhi." Saxena also distri 
buted 2,000 guava and grape sap 
lings to promote cultivation among 
residents, the statement said. 
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He visited a city forest in Qu 
tabgarh, which is being developed 
by the forest department that has 
planted guava saplings there. 

SAXENA SAYS 

The LG visited a forest in Qutabgarh being developed by the forest department 

Once Qutabgarh is developed 
into the first model village, 
the same model of 

developmnent will be 
replicated in other villages 

The LG said that the local pro 
duction of guavas and grapes wo 
uld make farmers financially sus 
tainable, while increasing the 
crop area in Delhi. 

-DATED 

to be 

The forest department has also 
planted 600 saplings of various flower 
and fruit-bearing trees, such as gul 

mohar and guava, the statement said. 
A walking track of 1 km is be 

ing made in the city forest and a 
pond is being widened and deepe 
ned there. Bamboo huts too are be 
ing made and toilets and other 
public amenities are being instal 
led, the LG's office said in the 
press statement. 

A post office is being set up in 
the village and 544 LED street 
lights have been installed in Qu 
tabgarh. The district administra 
tion has conducted a youth aspira 
tion survey to assess the skills and 
other vocational guidance the lo 
cal youth need for livelihood and 
career prospects, Raj Niwas said. 
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New Delhi: Just days after 
the area where the Barapul 
lah elevated corridor opened 
out to Ring Road near Sarai 
Kale Khan was cleared of en 
croachments, the illegal 
shops are back. On Thursday, 
TOI noticed that the furnitu 
re stalls and car repair cent 
res were again operating 
from the spot. 

Within 15 days of removal, 
are back at the exit of Barapullah flyover 

On March 29. TOI had re 
ported how Delhi Develop 
ment Authority, which owns 
the particular land, had de 
molished the solid structures 
existing at the spot. The col 
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TROUBLED STRETCH: On Thursday, TOI noticed that the furniture stalls and car repair shops were again operating from the spot near Sarai Kale Khan 

lection of illegal shops there 
created a traffic constriction 
with people parking their ve 
hicles on the left side of the 
road to go and buy furniture 
items, fruits and beverages. 

Past the pedestrian bridge 
near the sundial, the Bara 
pullah elevated corridor 
opensout to go towards Noida 
on one side and the Ashram 
intersection on the right. The 
vehicles exiting Barapullah 
and going towards DND Fly 
way or Ashram and Mahara 
ni Bagh used to run into a 

traffic congestion due to pre 
sence of shops selling furni 
ture, shikanji and fruits. The 

While none of the big 
shops and other 
establishments have 
returned to the spot, 
the furniture vendors 
and a car mechanics 
makeshift shop were 
seen to have 
returmed on Thursday 

road space shrank at this po 
int because people parked 
their cars on the side to go to 
the shops. 

-DATED 

Because of this, the moto 
rists exiting the elevated road 
and proceeding towards Noi 

First bougainvillea show 

encroachments 

Delhi Tourism is going to organise the first 
Bougainvillea Flower Show from April 14 to 16 
at Garden of Five Senses, Said-Ul-Ajaib, south 
of Saket, New Delhi. In this show, 
bougainvillea flowers of different varieties 
including red, pink, and orange, white, and 
purple are on display. Fruits and vegetables 
plants will be additional attraction. DDA. 
CPWD, NDMC, MCD, University of Delhi. 
Netaji Subhash University, PWD (Delhi Govt.) 
are the major participants in this show. 

da had to first move complete 
ly to the right lane, pass that 
stretch of Ring Road and then 
come back on the left lane 
connecting to DND Flyway. 
On top of this, the road surfa 
ce at the exit is also damaged 
and uneven, further slowing 
down the speed of vehicles. 

After the fuel station at Sa 
rai Kale Khan, Ring Road fork 
into different directions, one go 
ing towards the DND Flyway, 
Nojda and Mayur Vihar, one to 
Ashramand anotherto the start 
of the Barapullah corridor: 

Earlier, there was a beve 
rageshopat a key turn, which 
has since been demolished. 

Photos: Rajesh Mehta 

Shop owners in the area have 
claimed in the past that the 
land belonged not to DDA, but 
to a private individual. 

While none of the big 
shops and other establish 
ments have returned to the 
spot, the furniture vendors 
and a car mechanic's makes 
hift shop were seen to have 
returned on Thursday. These 
impediments are located 
at a critical turn on Ring Ro 
ad, which carries heavy traf. 
fic to Noida and Ashram and 
further south. 

DDA did not offer any re 
sponse to TOI's queries on 
the matter. 
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New Delhi: Delhi Tourism 
is celebrating the diversity 
of the bougainvillea in blo 
om in summer by holding 
the city's first festival 
on the flower at the Garden 
of Five Senses. 

G20 bloom: First bougainvillea 
festival celebrates its diversity 

Over 1,000 plants with co 
lourful flowers, all potted, 
made their official entry to 
the festival. Over 14 govern 
ment and private agencies 
are participating in the festi 
val. The three-day event con 
cludes on Sunday evening 
with prize distribution. 

"The festival is being held 
under the theme of the G20 
under which several other 
festivals will also be held. I 
think the bougainvillea de 
serves a festival for its uniqu 
eness," said Ajay Kaushik. 
deputy director of horticul 
ture in Delhi Tourism. 
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He pointed out that the 
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bougainvillea, a shrub or vi 
ne fromn South American, is 
one of the most widely 
grown plant plants here. 
"It's a species that does well 
in a tropical area, be it South 
America, the US or India. It 
is tough and can survive on 
ly on rain. When temperatu 

Anindya Chattopadhyay 

COLOURFUL VISTA: Delhi tourism is organising the bougainvillea 
festival at Garden of Five Senses in Said-ul-Ajab till Sunday 

res risie, like these days, it 
blooms to it fullest. A com 
mon sight today the vivid 
colours and kinds have al 
ways been a head-turner" 
Kaushik said. 

Although a shrub, the 
plant can be developed and 
used ina variety of ways. 

o RUI É R, 16 3�T, 2023 

--DATED-

"Bougainvillea can be 
used to cover the ground, it 
can be a bush. a topiary, a 
climber, a hedge, a hanging 
basket and even a tree... 
Through this festival, we 
seek to celebrate the diver 
sity this species offers," 
Kaushik said. 

Set in pots, the festival 
has rows of plants on 
display with varieties of 
flowers in a bunch or solo 
bloom. Red, pink, yellow. 
purple, white and variega 
ted are some of the colours 
of the flowers. 

Some of the varieties put 
on display included desi in 
single flower, while Citra, 
Thima, Dr Rao, Mahara, La 
dy Mary were in bunches 
and several were grafted. 

The organisations and 
agencies that participated 
includes DDA, PWD, CPWD, 
NDMC, Northern Railways, 
DS group to count a few, 
officials said. 

fo, fRq, 
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New Delhi: The Delhi Deve 
lopment Authority (DDA) has 
set July 31 and June 30 as the 
deadlines for the completion 
of the upgrade of Bhikaji Ca 

ma Place and the Nehru Place 
District Centre, respectively. 

Bhikaji Cama And Nehru Place 
Revamp Now Closer To Reality 

The DDA in its budget for 
2023-24 has kept a provision of 
Rs 65 crore for the remaining 
retrofitting and upgrading 
work in these tWO commercial 
centres, which includes the 
Construction of a multi-level 

car park, an official said. Tra 
ders, however. said that pro 
gress was slow and the autho 
rity needed to pull up its socks. 

DDA Sets July 31 And June 30 Deadlines, But Traders Complain Work Tardy 

The main features of the 
Bhikaji Cama Place upgrade 
involve façade improvement, 
basement renovation along 
replacement of the firefigh 
ting system. 

The work on the firefigh 
ting system is complete and 
the improvement of toilets is 

in progress. Flooring stones in 
all the buildings in the district 

centre have been replaced with 

granite and plazas are being 
developed between these buil 
dings. These would feature ten 

sile structures of different he 

ights along with new seating, 
kiosks, smart LED lightingpo 
les with Wi-Fi and CCTV came 

ras,"a DDA official said. 
The project also includes 

installation of eight escala 

tors in the district centre and 

a passernger lift. 
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"We are in the process of 
installing the escalators. The 

footpaths are being upgraded 

for smooth pedestrian move 

ment and parking spaces ha 
ve heen upgraded by laying 

new paver tiles. The construc 
tion of two toilets is almost 

complete," the official said. 

He said the upgrade is propo 

INFRA UPGRADE 

PERS 

WHATS IN STORE Facade improvement; 
renovation of basement and replacement of 
firefighting system at Bhikaji Cama Bhavag 
replacement of flooring stones; upgrading" 
toilet complexes; creating plazas and kiosks 
Smart LEDS; sitting arrangements; CCTVS; 
Wi-Fi; eight escalators; one passenger lift ) 

PROGRESS 
O Firefighting system at 

Bhikaji Cama Bhavan replaced 
Work on toilets in 

progress; construction of two 
toilets complete 

Flooring stones placed 
O Footpaths upgraded 
Parking spaces upgraded 

after laying new paver tiles 

shading 

Bhilaji Cama Place 

WHAT'S 
IN STORE I 
Construction 
of commercial 
space, skywalk, 
toilets, plaza, 
armphitheatre, 
tensile 

structure, 

Construction of 12 rainwater 
harvesting structures complete 

footpath, 

LIBRARY 

parking 
lots 

Status 
76% work 
complete 

Deadline | 
June 2023 

sed to be disabled-friendly. 
The DDA has also prop0 

sed an amphitheatre with 
LED Screens in the central 
area of the district centre 

and construction of shops of 
various sizes. 

A 

status 
Work at an 
advanced 

stage 

Deadline| 
July 31 

District Centre, Nehru Place 

--DATED 

Allocation for project in 
FY2022-23R42.5 crore 

(Urban development Fund) 

PROGRESs 

O6 of 10 toilets 
blocks finished 

the skywalk is aimed at con 

Photos: Sanjeev Rastog necting the concourse area of 
the Metro station with the 
Central Plaza near Satyam 
Cinema. Once complete. com 

muters won't need to climb 
down the elevated station and 

cross the busy Astha Kunj Ro 

ad to reach the Nehru Place 

District Centre. 

O Skywalk, connecting 
metro to main market, in progress 

Road and footpath work 
almost complete 

work complete 

District Centre, 
Nehru Pace 

Bhikaj 
Cama Place 

O Corridor upgradation done 
Rainwater harvesting 

"To mitigate the issue of 
water logging and to conser 

ve rain waste, a robust drai-
nage system and construc 
tion of l12 rainwater harves 

ting structures is complete," 
the official said. 

O Plaza and amphitheatre 
in progress 
O8of9 surface parking 
areas complete 
O Fire storage tank work complete 
O Electrical work (CCTV, 
lights, Wi-Fi, etc) in progress 

At the Nehru Place Com 
mercial Centre, work is in pro 

the Metro to the main Market 
gress tor a skywalk connecting 

and work for a road and foot 
path too are on, officials said 

Planned four years ago, 

Though officials claimed 
that work on six out of 10 toi 
let blocks have been comple 
ted. shopkeepers claimed 
that there was no proper faci 
lity in the market. "Most of 
the toilets are partly renova 
ted constructed and locked 
all the time so it is impossible 
to use them. The overall pro 
gress on the project is really 
slow. As a result. work which 
was done in phase I has star 
ted losing its sheen. The buil 
dings are also not repaired 
properiy:" said Inder Kohli, a 
member of Nehru Place Tra 
ders Association (NPTA). 
Traders also said that no ten 
sile work had started on gro 
und yet. 

The overall upgrading 
was started by the DDA in De 
cember 2019. The skywalk 
started taking shape recently. 

"As far as the revamp of 
the Nehru Place complex is 
concerned, the project inclu 
ded improving the building 
facades, the drainage system, 
upgrading of the public pla 
za, tensile structures and sea 
ting arrangements and const 
ructing of 10 new toilet 
blocks," an official said. 

The Nehru Place District 
Centre. built in 1972 and spre 
ad over nearly 94.4 acres, has 
89 buildings. The complex was 

SDMC for maintenance about 
handed over to the Was 

30 years ago. Due to the dilapi 
dated condition of the comp 
lex, DDA started renovating it 
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Delhi forests to be upgraded in eco-friendly manner 

17 
FORESTS 
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PARAMETERS INCLUDE 
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Amphitheatre and open interpretation structures 
Bio-remediation of soil wherever possible 
Water body rejuvenation, if available 
Bio-toilets to be installed for visitors 

Meditation huts/eco-vision points 
Murrum to be used for creating forest tracks 
Signages for visitors with details of flora 

SPREAD 
OVER AN 
AREA OF ACRE 

528.94 
ACTIVITIES BANNED 
" Forest premises to be declared no plastic zones 
" No discharge of effluents, pollutants within forest 

No felling, pruning or damage to trees 

NEW DELHI 
MONDAY 
APRIL 17, 2023 

No selling or buying of food inside premises 

Feeding of wild animals prohibited 
Only pedestrians allowed. Pets disallowed 
All activities only permitted from sunrise to sunset 

Jasjeev Gandhiok 
letters@hindustantimes com 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi forest and 
wildlife department has identified 
16 parameters based on which all 
existing and upcoming forest 
areas in the city will be upgraded 
in an environment-friendly man 
ner, officials aware of the project 
said on Sunday. 

The department has already 
begun revamping the 17 forests in 
the city, with changes that include 
the creation of amphitheatres and 
eco-huts, bio-toilets, solar-pow 
ered lighting, and water bodies. 
Officials said paths within the for 
est will be laid with murrum, a 
laterite-based soil. 

These forests are also being 
upgraded on the lines as the ones 
at Mitraon, Alipur, Garhi Mandu 
and Jaunapur-four forests iden 
tified by environment minister 
Gopal Rai in 2021 to be developed 
into "world class city forests", offi 
cials said. A senior forest and 
wildlife department official, 
declining to be named, said a ten 
der for the four model city forests 

is yet to be floated, but work on 

them will commence immedi 
ately after the funds are released. 

"For these four city forests, we 
will float an international tender 
and for this, funds will have to be 
earmarked. We are awaiting the 
allotment of funds. after whicha 
tender will be floated. Meanwhile. 

small upgradation works at the 
other existing city forests has 
already begun, with minor 
upgrades being made in each for 
est division." said the official. 

The official also sajd that the 16 
parameters for revamping the 
forests were identified after look 
ing at best practices abroad. 

Delhi's 17 forests are spread 
Over an area of 528.94 acre. A sec 
ond forest official said while these 

rec forests are envisaged a52the reational zones in the heart 
city, provisions of the Forest (Con 
servation) Act, 1980, the Wildlife 
(Protection) Act, 1972, Delhi Pres 
ervation of Trees Act, 1994, and 
the Indian Forest Act, 1927 will 
still apply here, meaning that no 
food materials can be bought or 
sold here, no electric lights can be 
installed (barring those being run 
by solar energy). and no music 

can be played. "All activities per 
mitted will be from sunrise until 

of sunset. We are in the process o 

deciding a carrying capacity for 
these city forests, meaning people 
beyond the carrying capacity will 
not be allowed inside. This will 

ensure the wildlife inside is not 

disturbed." the official said. 
Faiyaz Khudsar, scientist 

in-charge of Delhi Development 
Authority's Biodiversity Pro 
gramme, said city forests can 
offer ecological services by trap 
ping dust. reducing particulate 
matter pollution. and carry out 
carbon sequestration - trap and 
remove excess carbon dioxide 

from the atmosphere. However. 
in order to maximise their poten 
tial, it is important to plant native 

species suited to the area. he said. 
"Before we carry out afforesta 

tion, we must consider the ecolog 
ical history of the 
pla h existed in Dlant native trees tce and ony 

that particular terrain. When cTe 
ating or reviving water bodies. we 
must also look at the natural 
drainage pattern to see how water 
can be fed into the water body 
each time it rains," he said. 
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DDA holds 'Jansunwai 
SATVIKA MAHAJAN 

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) on 
Thursday conducted a Jan 
sunwai' (public hearing) on the PM Uday Scheme at DDA head office Vikas Sadan under 
the chairmanship of Subhasish 
Panda, Vice Chairman, DDA 
where all queries and com 
plaints related to the schenme 
were addressed. 

Pradhan Mantri- Unau 
thorised Colonies in Delhi Awas 
Adhikar Yojana (PM-UDAY) 
scheme was devised by the 
Government of India in 2019 
for residents of Unauthorised 
Colonies in Delhi. The PM 
UDAY scheme allows confer 
ment/recognition of ownership 
or transfer/mortgage rights to 
the residents of Unauthorised 
Colonies (UCs) in Delhi. 

The registration for Jan 
sunwai' was open to all appli-
cants /public on all working 
days fronm April I, 2023 to April 
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9, 2023 and anyone who had 

the scheme could register. 
queries/complaints related to 

Public was requested to reg 
ister themselves by calling the 
DDA toll free number and pro 
vide th¿ basic details like Case 
ID, �olony Name etc. The PM 
UDAY team instructed the 
applicants upon the grievances/ 
queries in an urgent time bound 
manner so that concrete reply to 
the queries could be provided to 
the public on the day of Jansun 
wai. This was monitored closely 
by the Vice Chairman, DDA. 

Over 100 applicants 
attended the Jansunwai. As a 
consequence of Jansunwai, 22 
cases were approved. This is 
the first open for all ansunwai: 
DDA plans to conduct many 
such hearings, covering other 
public dealing departments, 
ike Land Disposal and Hous 
ing in the coming days where 
applicants will not only be heard 
but their queries/grievances will 
also be addressed immediately. 
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Dehi Lieutenant Governor 
VK Saxena on Thursday 

directed officials to. develop 
Qutabgarh in northwest Delhi 
into a model village that çan be 
replicated in other areas. 
During a visit to Qutabgarh vil 
lage, Saxena distributed 2,000 
guava and grape saplings to 
promote their cultivation 
among the residents and inter 
acted with villagers. 

He also visited a local city 
forest developed by the Forest 
department and planted guava 
saplings. During the visit, BJP MP 
Hans Raj Hans, Chief Secretary 
Naresh Kumar and other senior 
officials of the Delhi govern-
ment and other stakeholder 
agencies were present on the 
OCcasion. 

LG direots officials to develop Qutubgarh in North West Deln 

This is the second visit of 
the LG to Qutábgarh village. 
Earlier he had visited on 
September 2, last year where 
he had distributed 1000 
saplings of Sandalwood to 500 
local farmers, in order to pro 

vide the city with a fragrant 
green cover. Hundreds of farm-
ers who had assembled to wel-
come the LG, profusely 
thanked him for all the steps 
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elfura 

being taken under his guidance 
to develop Qutabgarh into a 
model village. 
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Addressing the villagers, 
the LG said that with partici 
pation of the` local farmers, 
Qutabgarh could develop into 
a major producer ofGuava, 
which is at present coming in 
Delhi from n�ighbouring states 
including Rajasthan. Similarly, 
the plantation of Grapes in 
Delhi also aimed atenhancing 
the diversity of flora in Delhi. 

The LG-said the local pro-
ductton of Guava and Grapes 
would make the farmers fnan-
cially self-sustainable, while 
also increasing the crop area in 
Delhi. He said that the farmers 
will be trained in Grape culti-

vation at Krishi Vigyan Kendra. 
The Forest Department 

has also planted 600 saplings of 
various flower and� fruit bear-
ing trees including Jackaranda, 
Gulmohar, Gudhal, Guavas etc: 

the 

This City Forest is also wit 
nessing various other develop-

ment works like walking track 

NEW DELHI I FRIDAY TAPRIL 14. 2023 

ening of pond, installation of MCD dispensary in the village ately y directed DDA, to identify of 1 km, widening and deep- tified. The LG inspected a years. To this, the LG immedi-

bamboo huts and constructión and directed officials to a suitable space and make the 

of toilet and other public 
amenities. This development 
will. promote eco-tourism in 
the village and also support 
sustainable and healthy living 
among the villagers. 

pioneer 

LG also visited a private 
plantation site where the vil-
lagers have planted guava 
saplings on their own. The LG 
was informed that the villagers 
have identified 6.5 bighas of 
land for guava plantation and 
more such ch land is being iden-

upgrade this into a poly clinic 
and make it operational at the 
earliest. 

The LG was informed that 
3 specialized doctors have 
already been posted at the 
Dispensary recentlv and other 
necèssary equipment and facil 
ities wil be put in pla£ce soon. 

The villagers urged the LG 
to provide a wrestling facility 
for women in the village, which 
has produced a number of 
wrestlers and athletes in recent 

Qutabgarh into a 
The initiatives under progress to develop 

model village are as follows: 

necessary arrangemenuS at tie 
earliest. 

The LG also visited 

Mungeshpur drain site where 
I&F� Department s Working 
on desilting and beautifica 
tion of the drain. A 200 meter 
walking track has already been 
built by the Department while 
bamboo saplings have also 
been planted along the drain, 
so as to give an aesthetic 
makeover and inrease the 
green cover in the area. 

MCD Dispensary is being upgraded. into a poly clinic; 
t office is being set up in the village; For the first time, post heing introduced in the local government school: For the first time, 

DDA is developing two ponds in the villagei 
544 LED street lights have been installed in the village till now; 

Four new parks are being developed by DDA with open gym in two parks; 

Irrigation and'Flood Control I Department has installed 
Qütabgarh; 

60 local farmers have been trained at Krishi Vigyan Kendras (KVKs) in efficient irrigation 
mechanism and organic farming; 

sign boards �nd village maps in 

Distriçt: Administration has conducted Youth Aspitation Survey, so as to assess the skill 
requirement and other vocational guidance required by the local youths for their livelihond and 
career prospects and New Bus routes have been ádded to strengthen local nublic tn 
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NEW DELHI: Terming it as a "humane problem", the Supreme Court of India on Tuesday(April 11) urged the Delhi �evelopment Author 
ity to take steps to consider the plight of jhuggi dwellers from Delhi's Sarojini Nagar, accord ing to legal news website ILive Law. 

SC urges DDA to consider plea of 

A Bench of Justices KM 
Oralancd Bv Nagarathna requested the Addi 
tional Soicitor General to 
"make use of his good offices" 
to solve the issue. "It's a 
humane problem. We have to 
see it in that way, the bench 
commented. 

The bench was considering 
a petition filed by jhuggi dwell 
ers from Sarojini Nagar against 
the demolition/ eviction orders 
without rehabilitation or relo 
cation of the Slum Dwellers. 
The SLP was filed challeng 
ing the order passed by the 
Division Bench of Delhi High 
Court refusing to interfere with 
Single Judge's order declining to 
provide Rehabilitation/ Reloca 
tion of the Slum Dwellers resid-
ing in Jhuggis of Sarojini Nagar, 
New Delhi. 

As per the High Court's 
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order, in order to avail the 
Rehabilitation under the Delhi 
Slum and JJ Rehabilitation 
and Relocation Policy, 2015, 
the respective Jhuggi Jhopri 
Basti would have to be noti 
fied by the nodal agency Delhi 
Urban Shelter Improvement 
Board. 

About a year ago, the Top 
Court had asked the Cen 
tral Government to desist 
from taking coercive steps 
to evict the jhuggi dwellers 
in question. 

During the hearing, the 
Bench heard Senior Advocate 
Vikas Singh and ASG KM 
Natraj. 
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Singh argued that even if 
the Jhuggi dwellers haven't 
been notiied, they have been 
occupying the land for long. 
Going through the relevant 
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paragraphs in the Delhi High 
High Court order in the Ajay 
Maken case which discussed 
the right of rehabilitation, 
Singh pointed to the Court's 
observation that Jhuggi dwell 
ers shouldn't be treated as sec 
ondary citizens. 

Relying on another Guja 
rat High Court order, Singh 
further stated that the right to 
shelter extends to pavement 
dwellers also. "The High Court 
said that you can't just ask them 
to leave one day 

"I's a very noble idea; 
remarked Justice Joseph. 

"That's why urban planning 
is important, said Singh. 

"As against the overrid 
ing public interest to take that 
land..you have to locate them 
somewhere else. 

Again, it has to be on pub 
lic land. There will be a con 
stant shifting. Will that be an 
absolute fundamental right?" 
Justice Joseph queried. Singhs 
answer was yes. 

"Unfortunately, in big cities, 
there is no slum development 
with proper transportation 
and hygienic facilities, he said 
while adding that this is a prob 
lem in the urban areas. LIVELAW 
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Even after L-G intervention, 
residents continue to live in 
buildings declared unsafe 

aurav Pandey, resi 
dents' welfare asso 
ciation (RWA) se 

cretary of Signature View 
Apartments in north Del 
hi's Mukherjee Nagar, 
points towards the ex 
posed beams on the ceiling 
of his apartment's wash 
room and the cracks in his 
kitchen that have emerged 
over time. "If any. unto 
ward incident happens 
here, the DDA will be res 
ponsible. It is delaying our 
rehabilitation and playing 
games with us even after 
these buildings have been 
declared unsafe," he said. 

Residents accused DDA of delaying their rehabilitation, ordered by Saxena in January this year: a 
Study by IITD said the structures must be vacated as soon as possible to prevent any loss of life' 

Bhupinder Chaudhary, 
a resident, says, �People 
here walk with caution, as 
they fear that a portion of 
the towers may crumble 
and fall at any moment." 

The DDA's Signature 
View Apartments, which 
has 336 flats - 112 Middle 
Income Group and 224 
High-Income Group- in 12 
towers, was constructed in 

2010. 

»Handed over in 2011 

Soon after getting posses 
sion of the apartments in 
2011-12, the allottees point 
ed out several construc 
tion-related issues in the 

complex. 
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A 2022 study by IIT Del 
hi, commissioned by the 
DDA, stated that the build 
ings were "structurally un 
safe" and must be vacated 
and "dismantled as soon as 
possible to prevent any 

Monday, April 17, 2023 

Living on the edge: A resident showing cracks in the wall of an apartment in the DDA housing complex 

DELHI 

in north Delhi's Mukherjee Nagar. SUSHIL KUMAR VERMA 

loss of life". In January this 
year, Lieutenant-Governor 
V.K. Saxena ordered the 
DDA to redevelop the en 
tire property and rehabili 
tate the residents. 

Criminal proceedings 
He also ordered criminal 
proceedings against the 
contractors and agencies 
involved in the construC 
tion and a vigilance inquiry 
to identify the officials res 
ponsible for the lapses. 

As part of the rehabilita 
tion package, the residents 
say, they were offered 
three choices by the urban 
body - sell their flat back 
to DDA, get monthly rent 
till the redevelopment is 

Concluded or accept alter 
native flats in DDA's other 
housing projects. 

However, the residents 
are yet to move out of the 

unsafe buildings. This is 
because the DDA offered to 
buy back the flats at prices 
much lower than the mar 
ket rates, residents say, ad 
ding that the monthly rents 
offered by the urban body 
were also below par. 

"The DDA also offered 
us alternative flats, but on 
Iy in its housing colonies in 
Dwarka, Narela and Jasola. 
Howeve, there are other 
issued with the inventory 
in these areas due to which 
those flats have remained 
unsold or been returned 
by the allottees," said Mr. 
Pandey. 

Amarendra Kumar, who 
heads the RWA, noted that 
the IIT-D report was not 
the first to highlight that 
the buildings here were un 
safe. He said such issues 
were also highlighted in a 
2015 report by the National 

Council for Cement and 
Building Materials. 

Want to move out 
Mr. Chaudhary said that 
the residents want to move 
out of the apartmnent com 
plex as the condition of the 
buildings is expected to de 
teriorate during the com 
ing monsoon. We are 
thankful to the L-G for his 
intervention, but the DDA 
is still reluctant to act 
quickly. So, we want to 
move out, but not without 
a plan and a written agree 
ment," he said. 

He added that the urban 
body had collected mainte 
nance charges, close to ¿7 
lakh per flat, for 30 years 
from the residents at the 
time of the allotment. 

When reached, the DDA 
and Raj Niwas did not offer 
a comment. 


