LIBRARY

DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS-------

" SUNDAY TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI

APRIL 2, 2023

Y. = o

Walkability plan on fast

track for

Atul Mathur &
Vibha Sharma | Tnn

New Delhi: Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena asked Delhi De-
velopment Authority on Fri-
day to finalise the walkability
plan for the newly renovated
Bhairon Marg-Mathura Road
area and present it within a
month to road engineering
overseer Unified Traffic and
Transportation Infrastructu-
re Centre (UTTIPEC).
Officials said the consultant
appointed by DDA to prepare
the plan for seamless pedestri-
an movement between some
key locations, among them Pu-
rana Qlila, Pragati Maidan, Del-
hizoo, International Trade Pro-
motion Organisation and Sher
Shah Suri Gate, recently sub-
mitted a preliminary draft,
which was reviewed by Saxena.
“The LG has asked DDA to
incorporate all pending con-
cerns and finalise the plan. He
instructed DDA, traffic police
and ITPO to address issues re-
lated to traffic movement on
ITO and Bhagwan Dass Road
where the Supreme Courtislo-
cated, security concerns of
dignitaries at Pragati Maidan
and seamless movement of pe-
destrians,” said an official.
The walkability plan invol-
ves Mathura Road, Sikandra
Road, Bhagwan Dass Road, Ti-
lak Road, Purana Qila Road,
Bhairon Marg, Sher Shah Ro-
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Bhalron Marg

File photo

KEY ATTRACTIONS: Purana Qila, Pragati Maidan, Delhi zoo and
Shershah Suri Gate are among key spots in the pedestrian zone

ad and Subramaniam Bharti
Marg. It alsofactors in the Pra-
gati Maidan metro station and
the Tilak Bridge and Pragati
Maidan railway stations.

“The consultant was asked
toexplore the possibility of con-
necting Pragati Maidan metro
station with Purana Qila. Cur-
rently; two options are being ex-
plored: a new skywalk or an at-
grade footpath along Mathura
Road towards ITPO. DDA will
take a decision and prepare the
plan to be submitted to the UT-
TIPEC,” said an official.

Another official revealed
that the plan will ensure no
chopping or relocation of tre-
es. No compromise will be ma-
deeither with the width of the
road to facilitate safe and smo-
othmovement for pedestrians.

The key features include

seamless pedestrian move-

ment through kern ramps and
table top crossings, public ut-
ilities and services on the foot-
path, strategically located
street infrastructure and
kiosks, grass pavers and brick |
‘jaalis’ in green areas for water
conservation, interventions
for vulnerable groups and
CCTV cameras and pelican
lights on multi-utility poles.
The plan proposes an ex-
tension of the proposed foot
bridge near the Supreme Co-
urt. It also suggests a table-top
crossing before the new Supre-
me Court complex along with
a footpath, dedicated bus bay,
pick-and-drop points and pub-
lic bus shelter. The consultant
wants to extend the existing
pedestrian bridge near Pura-
naQilaand improve accessibi-
lity at traffic intersections ne-
arthezoo and the old fort.
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Walkability plan in the
works for Mathura Road

Enhancing pedestrian Improvernent in
plaza IN THE PIPELINE pedestrianacilties
Provision of recessed bus Provision for Universal
stops Crafts — [ Bhairon Marg Accessibility
- Extensionto FOBonall PuranaQila A
sides of approach roads 7y [
. IncorporationofMMI A National Sundar Nagar
{*  features / Zoological l .
Park '
(o ———
ASIMonument P
I e = e
5 * - -;__‘,-:?-fuv-p-:_-
# : X | S |
Supreme / GWL.QfﬁCETS AN Bapa @ 3 Kaka |
Court ~* Colomy- — ——x Nagar Nagar |
MathuraRoad ~ PU mnaTQlla@oacf s ® High Court [ '
Pick-upanddrop-offfor ~ payi1y Subramaniam BhartiRoad
S Dy Crishe House Court :
Stachm ShershahRoad  National Galleryof ModernArt |
Seamless crossingon A |
intersection Source:UTTIPEC l
e s wwemss pendingconcerns. Sourcesinthe  othersare part of the corridor.
EXPRESS NEWS SERV ICE L-GHouse said this had now been According to the plan, the
NEW DELHI, APRIL1 finalised and was expectedtore-  overall walkability proposal for
- ceiveSaxena'snodinthecoming  thestretch, divided into separate
WIDERFOOTPATHS, refugespace  days.The L-Gatarecentmeeting  components, recommended sep-
and roads designed for universal ~ gave his nod for a similarwalka- ~ arate interventions for different
accesstoaid thedifferentlyabled  bility plan at Mandi House. junctions on Mathura Road.

and elderly — these are some of
the features that the renovated
Bhairon Marg-Mathura Road
stretch is soon expected to have
as part of a walkability plan.

L-G VK Saxena last month re-
viewed the plan for larger Purana
Qila - Pragati Maidan corridor pre-
sented by DDA and asked for it to

The walkability plan takes
into account major stretches that
include Mathura Road, Sikandra
Road, Bhagwan Dass Road, Tilak
Road, Purana Qila Road, Bhairon
Marg, Sher Shah Road and
Subramaniam Bharti Marg.

Significant destinations like
Purana Qila, Pragati Maidan, Delhi
Zoo, Sher Shah Suri Gate among

Improvement in pedestrian
facilities and provision of univer-
sal accessibility was proposed for
Subramaniam Bharti-Mathura
Road junction; provision of pick-
up and drop-off facilities at Major
Dhyan Chand Stadium; and a
seamlesscrossing or intersection
had been suggested for Bhairon
Marg-Mathura Road intersection.

\ be finalised incorporating all
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Public Inconvenience! Using Tol
Home A Hobson’s Choice For Del

Dirty Facilities Pose Infection Risk, But Holding On Comes With Its Own Set

Shatos: Anindya Chattopadhyay and Rajesh Mehita

Ridhima Gupta &
Somrita Ghosh |

New Delhi: Finding a fun

tional and clean toilet in AN
citv market 1s a struggle for
Sanjana Gupta. 50, a diabetic
from Pitampura Homema
Ker Sanjana refrains from
drinking water when out so
shedoes not need to find a tol
let. Archna K Shaj. 25.a PhD
scholar at Jawaharlal Nehru
University does the same. sca
redas she isof enteringa pub-
lic tolet 1n any case, even if
one did locate a facuity. one
would find it too dirty to use
So, women across all ages
hold onrather than useadirty
tollet or urinate inthe open.

TOI confirmed the repul-

sive condition of public toi-
lets for women when it inspec-
ted facilities across the city
Many in Connaught Place.
Rohini, Dwarka. Greater Kai-
lash. Seelampur and Kotla
were shut. did not have water
supply or were unhvgienic.
And in several places, among
them some well to do localiti-
es, women's toilets closed af-
ter 9pm. And unbelievably, a
tollet in Geeta Colony was be-
ing used as a storeroom, with
the authorities claiming it be-
came non-functional after its
doors and seats were stolen.,

Inconvenience is not the
only pricethat Delhi’s women
pay for the lack of toilets in
the city. Gynaecologists point
nutthat the unhygieniccondi-
tionsof eventheavailabletoi-
lets pose health risks for wo-
men. Holding tract urine for
too long or using an unsanita-
ry public booth can lead tour-
inary infections, especially
Among pregnant women.

In pregnancy, the woman's
immunity islow and she needs
to be especially cautious. "A
pregnant woman is anyway
maore susceptible to infections.
If a pregnant woman gets aur-
inary infection, it can affect
the pregnancy and become a
factor for abortion.” said Dr Pa-
wan Vasudeva, professor and
head, Unit 1 urology depart
ment, Safdarjung Hospital.

Homemaker Shalini Sa-
hu, who suffered UTI during
her pregnancy, asked, "Why is
having a clean toilet, which is

a basic necessity, so diffieult?
Only if seniorgovernment of-
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hi women

Of Health Problems

£ < Whyis having a clean toilet,
0 which is a basic necessity,
so difficult? Only if senior
government officials had to

use public toilets would they
understand the agony of women

—SHALINI SAHU |

“ Are women supposed to stop :
urinating after dark or are

they expected to stay at home after

a certain time?

=SUKRITI SHARMA

ficials had touse publictoilets
would they understand the
agony of women."

It is worse for women with
disabilities. Para athlete Su-
varna Raj, a wheelchair user,
said, “If an able-bodied wo-
man cannat locate a funetio-
nal toilet, what can a wheel-
chair user expect? Most toi-
lets do not have a ramp or are
wide enough toallow a wheel-
chair inside.”

Having contracted infec-
tionseveral yearsago, Sukriti
Sharma, 34, who often travels
for work, is squeamish about
public toilets. She is particu-
larly worked up about toilets
closing at night. “Are women
supposed to stop urinating af-
ter dark or are they expected
to stay at home after a certain
time?" she fumed, adding that
there were no signboards or
other means of locating a toi-

let ina particular area.
Holding urine in for too
long may cause a woman to
have difficulties emptying
the bladder once it gets over
distended and, in some cases,
even totally fail to pass urine,
In the long term, women who
do not urinate for long pe-
riods can developvoidingdys-
function in which they are
unable to empty their blad-
derseffectively. Experts point

out that one should empty the
bladder at regular intervals,
most people doing this once
every three hours.

"Women may get urinary
infection if thev do not go to
the toilet for lengthy periods,”
confirmed Dr Vasudeva.
Another problem associated
withholding urinefortoo long
is that it may predispose the
wormman to UT1 that can impact
the kidneys. Dr Rahul Man-

qeatl ol gynaet oy

psRI Hospital, s
|'l‘.']!‘h

chanda. !
foscopy.
T,Tll “The infection ".—'!Tl‘thm
the Kidneysand damageiac
; an be o long-term "
rn...m q 1t is better to avoid
feetion hwl b ot if one s for
|:1|:|hill' toilets. L should be
cod to Lse ong, CArEStAEr:
: .|,._-mTh:-L-'.n-mrdJ-lr'~
taken toe g
nerly afterwart
pqu:a[r:'pﬂrnri with men, wo
~ ot greater risk Ol
men are « » there
UTI Most of the I[mr.: t <a
are nao clear symptoms IhU ;’
strong urge to urinate f“'q:n
ently, a burning sensatior
when  urmating. P"'I““'m’:
smallamountsof urme!r-e_ﬂ”
ently, coloured urine, n_:(!nf’lr
and pelvic pain can be '”.du.fl
tinns of an infection Nowa
days, genital hygiene Pro
ducts are readily available 11
the market. Dr Manchanda
<aid these are welcome safe:
guards when using a public
toilet. “These are one-fime
disposable things, but cost154
factor Not everyone can af
ford these products.” he said

Anadiya Tripathi, 29. an
adagency employeeand a past
suffererof UTlalwayscarries
a toilet seat spray “The pro-
blem is | mostly cannot find a
public toilet for me toeven use
aspray.”said Tripathi. She re-
called, "Once when | was In
Bhalswa, [ didn’t locate a to1-
let for over an hour 1 finally
went toa petrol pump, only to
bedisappointed to find the wo-
men's washroom locked. Fi-
nally, [ was compelled to urin-
ate in an extremely dirty
men's washroom.”

Dr Neelam Nath, 70, aresi
dent of Greater Kailash and
president of the Senior Citi-
zens Welfare Forum, has
written to Prime Minister Na
rendra Modi highlighting the
problemof unhygienic public
toilets. In February, Delhi
High Court too sought re-
sponses from the central go-
vernment, Delhi government
and the civic authorities on a
PIL seeking clean public toi-
lets in the capital equipped
with clean water and electri-
city supply. The Union home
ministry, PWD, Municipal
Corporation of Delhi, Delhi
Development Authority, Del-
hi Cantonment Board and
electricity distribution com-
panies have been made parti-
esinthe litigation.
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Finish Sanjay Lake’s dredging in 3 months LG

Times News NETwoRk

New Delhi: Lieutenant go-
verno V K Saxena has given
DDA three months to dredge
and desilt Sanjay Lake so that
during monsoon the area is
notflooded and thegroundwa-
ter isrecharged in East Delhi.

Saxena visited the lake on
Sunday.

A Raj Niwas official said
the LG was informed that pi-
pelines had been laid to chan-
nel the rainwater flowing
from NH-24, which runs pa-
ralleltoSanjay Lakeand near-
by residential areas, into the
lake. “This will prevent water-
logging in these colonies du-
ring the monsoon,” he said.
The LG had issued specific in-
structionstodivertrainwater
from theseareas to the lake.

At the same time, the se-
wage discharge from certain

L

TAPPING THE POTENTIAL: If deepened by 2.5 metres, the |ake
will be able to hold nearly 53 million litres of water

residential pockets has been
checked to maintain the qua-
lity of water and support
aquatic flora and fauna, the
official added.

If deepened by 2.5 metres,
the lake will be able to hold ne-

arly 53 million litres of water:
This will rejuvenate the lake
naturally while recharging the
ground water simultaneously,
Spread over 172 acres, Sanjay
Lake is a sprawling green area
in East Delhi. It has a 54-acre

waterbody that isthe most stri-
king feature of thearea.

Raj Niwas said Sexena
has accorded top priority to
therestoration and rejuvena-
tion of waterbodies to make
Delhiself-reliant for its water
requirements and create
blue-green assets, Steps like
rejuvenation of the waterbo-
dy at Roshanara Bagh, resto-
ration of the Anang Tal Baoli,
developing three water bodi-
es at Baansera, rejuvenation
of Bhalswa Lake, creation of
water bodies in Asita East ha-
vebeentaken inrecent times,

In addition to this, the
construction of an airport
drain and five waterbodies in
the Dwarka region are on,
These will be used for storing
the overflowing water during
monsoon from thealrportand
prevent flooding in and ape.
und Dwarka and [G] Airport,
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Eco zones, floating islands and more at

Bharat Vandana Park by end of this y

VibhaSharma @timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With the Bharat
Vandana Park in Dwarkasla-
ted for completion by the ve-
arend. the implementation
agencies are working overti-
me tofinish the workontime.
The 20-acre complex. di-
vided into ninepetals, will ha-
ve 25% of its area covered
with water That will include
two waterbodies revived in
therecent past. When TOIv1-
sited the place, it found work
in progress at full steam at
what will be a Fun Park. Mini
Indiaand a Sarovar zone.
The project belongs to the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA). but 1s being executed by
the National Buildings Const-
ruction Corporaton (NBCC).
‘DDA will arrange for
supply of 90.000 cubic metres
of water through an STF to
fill the arez foronceand then,
1.000 cubic metres of rreated
water will be supplied every
day to maintain the waterbo-
dies. We will be channelling
rainwater and constructing
cix storage tanks, each of
5.000 cubic-metre capacity, to
meet the requirement. Besi-
des Vandana Sarovar, in the
middle of the complex, the
water will be used for filling
the site around a floating 1s
land and the Mini India zo-
ne,” an NBCC official said.
There will be four sewer
treatment plants, each of 200
KLD capacity, tofurther treat
the STP water and ensure ze-
ro discharge from the premi-
ses. There will be an 18-metre-
high skywalk connected with
nine pylons, which will be 44-
metre-high, to get an aerial
view of thecomplex. “We will

c"i“-.' mms
ASITETOBEHOLD ... ™M™
wr F bk
Ao 200 acres ’_!f !ff__‘ f;o(ng:-egamn
Location ) T Y zone (a large
Sector-20, Dwarka gt B R YA green field) for
Divided into nine ; ‘ @‘gmm““
1 : m
- with a waterbody AR 1 Pushpkriti
| inthe middle powir{ | vatika
tobe E A 4 Eco zone/forest
| - A
gpuemm an 1@!.’:.-”* e
ps i o $ e & Fun park with
T = S = . animatronics, open
gmandplayarea
7 Adventure zone
with zip line and
pe&surfmgtrails
- 8 Lake view

restaurant

HIGHLIGHTS
SKky bridge and
observatory tor
aenal view: lake with
paddie-boat nde;

‘wall of India’; deck
restaurant

lands and restiurants, avirt
al gaming complex and an evo
rone that will have a herbal

an aerial view of the place.”
the NBCC official said
Work 1s on for floating is:

be constructing an observa
tory here with restricted ent
ry where people can go to get

ar

arden and flower aoulpiures
sion for aut t

gl { sprinkler uTiZatio

svstemns will be made 0 sWVE

water and ensure equal dIst

a boating
Park, there w:ll
ronics (movable?

We have alre 1
me s s but after the
horticulturs work s comple
ted. we wil wmstall the
others.” the official sd

complex will be through four
entry plazasand one tson the
verge of completion. the DDA
has made proviswons for five
parking lots near gate num

ber ¢ and 4 “In total, there
will be space for 1900 four

wheelers, 30 woe-wheelers
and 70 buses. Theentry to the
complex will be ticketed,” o
Un.‘\\‘ﬁ-k"l.l.:..\i;x{

Plans are afoot for XU Kile-
watt per day of 2rid connected
solar power generation, a dual
plumbing system i all public
toilees and use of Qv ash bricks.

“Around the mam Sarovar,
we have created steps where
people can sit and enjov their
evenings.” sard the official,

The agency has also creared
anursery here where thousands
of saplings are being groomed.

-
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Hindustan Times

Mathura Road soon to

NEW DELHI

SUNDAY
APRIL 02,2023

be pedestrian friendly

HT Correspondent

Vet i o @@ imdustant imes £om

NEW DELHI: Licutenant governor
VK Saxena has directed the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
to soon finalise a 2.5-km pedes-
trian corridor from the Pragati
Maidan/Supreme Court Metro
station to Sunder Nagar, a
project that will include wider
footpaths, safer road crossings
and new foot overbridges.

The project is to be completed
by the time Pragati Maidan,
which is in the last stages of a
sweeping redevelopment, hosts
the high-profile G20 Summit in
September.

The corridor, or the walkabil-
ity plan, will cover the stretch
from the traffic junction near
Pragati Maidan to Sunder Nagar,
and will pass through key inter-
sections with Sikandra Road.
Bhagwan Das Road, Tilak Marg,
Purana Qila Road, Bhairon
Marg, Sher Shah Road and Sub-
ramania Bharti Marg.

The plan is likely to be tabled
at the next meeting of the Uni-
fied Traffic and Transportation
Infrastructure (Planning & Engi-
neering) Centre (UTTIPEC).
which is the apex body for
approving traffic and road infra-
structure projects in Delhi, peo-
ple aware of the matter said.

“The LG reviewed the walka-
bility plan in a recent meeting
and reviewed the Purana Qila -
Pragati Maidan stretch. He
directed DDA to finalise the plan
soon,” said a senior official at the
LG secretariat, asking not to be
named.

The issues. the officials said,
pertain majorly to the move-
ment of traffic.

“The LG instructed DDA, traf-
fic police and ITPO (India Trade
pPromotion Organisation) to
address issues like traffic move-
ment, security concerns of visit-
ing dignitaries at Pragati Mai-
dan, and seamless movement of

edestrians, and present the

final proposal for UTTIPEC's
approval at the carliest,” the per-
son added.

ITPO manages Pragati Mai-
dan, the Capital’s main conven-
tion centre.

The walkability plan

The corridor, besides Pragati Maidan, will pass through key intersections,

including Sikandra Road, Bhagwan
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The plan has been prepared
under the DDA's walkability pol-
icy = the Enhanced Walkability
in Delhi - which was notified in
2019 and aimed at making roads
more accessible, especially arcas
around mass transit systems and
residential neighbourhoods.

Under the plan, table-top
crossings, two-metre wide foot-
paths, dedicated bus lanes, foot
over-bridges, dedicated lanes for
non-motorised transport will be
among the infrastructure made
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to facilitate seamless pedestrian
movement.

A senior DDA official said
they plan to construct table-top
crossings - the crosswalk is
raised so that vehicles mandato-
rily slow down on approach --
and a foot over-bridge near the
SC complex.

Senior DDA officials said that
they aim to implement the walk-
ability plan before the upcoming
G20 Summit in September,
which will take place at the rede-

Discontinuity in footpath
vehicle-pedestrian conflict point

; S PR O R
L |z

t |8 - Pragati
vlE e Maldan

Public bicycle
sharing stands

Intermegdiate
publietsansport
pick-up points

veloped Pragati Maidan com-
plex. The ITPO is carrving out
the redevelopment of Pragati
Maidan, which has entirely been
torn down and rebuilt. The work
is expected to be completed later
this year. “While another plan to
decongest the area is being
implemented, there isa need to
provide pedestrian friendly
infrastructure in and around the
redeveloped complex and Pur- |
ana Qila, which is located very |
closetoit,” said a DDA official. |
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Restore Sanjay Lake
by June 30, says LG

| NEW DELHI
MONDAY
APRIL 03, 2023

A AR VR A A T A A 2

HT correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant gover-
nor VK Saxena on Sunday
visited Sanjay Lake in east Delhi
and directed officials to take
steps to restore and rejuvenate
the water body by June 30.

Spread over 54 acres, Sanjay
Lake is one of the largest lakes
in the Capital but has, over the
years, reduced in size and vol-
ume due to neglect. The sur-
rounding green space is east
Delhi's largest green belt.

Sunday was Saxena's second
visit to Sanjay Lake as LG, after
November 5 last year.

“The LG instructed Delhi
Development Authority and
Delhi Jal Board officials to carry
out thorough de-silting and
dredging of the lake and deepen
it by 2.5m before the ensct of
monsoon,” the LG office said in
a statement. “After it is deep-
ened by 2.5m, this lake will be
able to hold nearly 53 million

litres of water. The LG issued
instructions to DDA to prepare
arejuvenation plan within one
week and complete the dredg-
ing and de-silting work before
the monsoon arrives, This will
rejuvenate the lake naturally
while recharging the groundwa-
ter simultaneously.”

He also took stock of the

LG VK Saxena during his visit to Sanjay Lake on Sunday.

Vg

i

HT PHOTO

dredging and de-silting work on |
the eastern side of Sanjay Lake.
The LG office said Saxena has
accorded top priority to the res-
toration and rejuvenation of
Delhi's water bodies to recharge
groundwater, make the city
Delhi self-reliant for its water
requirements, and create blue-
green assets in the Capital.
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Ahead of the
G20 Summit in Delhi, author-
ities are planning to have a
“walkability plan” for the “ren-
ovated Bhairon Marg-Mathura
Road complex” that houses
important destinations such
as Purana Qila, Pragati Maidan,
Delhi Zoo, ITPO and Sher Shah
Suri Gate, according to officials.

The walkability initiative

THE WALKARBILITY INITIATI

Ahead of Gzo Summit: Renovated Bhairo

Road complex to soon have walkability p

seeks to provide or improve
pedestrian infrastructure so that
more people walk across the city
for leisure or health benefits.
Delhi Lt Governor V K Sax-
enain a recent meeting reviewed
the “walkability plan for Purana
Qila-Pragati Maidan stretch”
presented by the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) and
“asked for the same to be final-
ised at the earliest incorporating
all pending concerns’, a senior

SEEKS TO

DATED

official at the Raj Niwas said.

“The renovated Bhairon
Marg-Mathura Road complex
that houses important desti-
nations like Purana Qila, Pra-
gati Maidan, Delhi Zoo, ITPO,
Sher Shah Suri Gate among oth-
ers will soon have a walkability
plan;” he said.

The plan takes into account
major roads that include
Mathura Road, Sikandara
Road, Bhagwan Das Road, Tilak

PROVIDE OR IMPROVE PEDESTRI

Road, Purana Qila Road, Bhai-
ron Marg, Sher Shah Road and
Subramania Bharati Marg, offi-
cials said. It also factors in Pra-
gati Maidan metro station, and
Tilak Bridge and Pragati Maidan
railway stations, they said.
Saxena has also instructed -

the DDA, Delhi Traffic Police
and ITPO (India Trade Promo-
tion Organisation) to “address
issues” arising out of traf-
fic movement on account of

incoming traffic from ITOand
the Bhagwan Das Road region
that houses the Suprere Court,
security concerns of visiting
dignitaries at Pragati Maidan
as well as seamless movemnent
of pedestrians, and present the
final proposal for UTTIPEC'
approval at the earliest, he said.

The Lt Governor on March
20 had chaired the 67th Meet-
ing of the Governing Body of
Unified Traffic & Transporta-

AN INFRASTRUCTURE B
n Marg-Mathura
lan, say officials

tion Infrastructure Planning
and Engineering Centre, and
approved a number of propos-
als The walkability plan of the
area surrounding Mandi House
and Mandi House metro station,
comprising radials suchas Bara-
khamba Road, Tansen Marg,
Safdar Hashmi Marg, Sikan-
dra Road, Bhagwan Das Road,
Copernicus Marg and Fero-
zshah Road was also approved,
the DDA had said.
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-G visits Sanjay Lake, directs

officials

to complete de-silting work by June 30

SATVIKA MAHAJAN
NEW DELHI: Delhi L-GV K
Saxena on Sunday visited San-
jay Lake in East Delhiand took
stock of the ongoing de-silting
and dredging work to rejuve-
nate the lake.

The L-G expressed satisfac-
tion over the pace of work that
has resulted in completion of
nearly 60 per cent de-silting of
the lake and directed the officials
to complete the work positively
by June 30.

The L-G had in his first visit
also instructed to deepen the
lake by an average 2.5 metres,
which was totally silted and
water holding capacity was
reduced to only 25 per cent.

During the review, the L-G
h__nnted that all instructions given

earlier for revival and better
upkeep of the Sanjay Lake
including de-silting, repair and
maintenance, removal of dead
trees and cleaning of the lake
were being executed by the DDA
properly. The L-G was informed
that pipelines have already been
laid to channelize the rainwater
flowing from NH-24, which
runs parallel to the Sanjay Lake,
and several other adjoining resi-
dential areas, into the lake.
Spread over a massive 172

acres of land, Sanjay Lake is the
biggest green asset in the entire
East Delhi area and a 54-acre
water body therein is the most
striking feature of the park.
Once deepened by 2.5 metres,
this lake will be able to hold
nearly 53 million litres of water.

The L-G instructed DDA
to complete the dredging
and desilting work before
the monsoon arrives. This will
rejuvenate the lake naturally
while recharging the ground-

water simultaneously.

A number of steps like reju-
venation of the water body at
Roshanara Bagh, restoration of
ancient Anang Tal Baoli, devel-
oping 3 water bodies at Baan-
sera, rejuvenation of Bhalswa
Lake, creation of water body in
Asita East, etc. have been taken
in recent times as well in order
restore and rejuvenate water
bodies in Delhi.

The construction of air-
port drain and 5 water bodies
in the Dwarka region is under-
way in full swing. Once com-
pleted, these water bodies will
be used for storing the over-
flowing water during the mon-
soons from the airport and thus
prevent the usual flooding in
and around Dwarka and 1G1
Airport.
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