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DDA to pay 10 lakh each to kin of 2 workers who died in sewer: HC

Abhinav.Garg®@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Lamenting that poor people
areforced to work as manual scavengers
“even after 75 years of Independence”,
the Delhi high court on Thursday orde-
red Delhi Development Authority to pay
Rs 10 lakh each to the family of two men
whodied in a sewer lastmonth.

The court had taken suo motu cogni-
zance of a TOI report and initiated a
PIL, putting the civicagencies and Delhi
government on noticetoexplainwhythe

TIMES CITY

DATED—-——------

deaths took place and what steps are be-
ing taken to prevent similar incidents.

Brushing aside claims by DDA that
the victims werenot on itsrolland it had
not given instructions to them to clean
the sewer, thecourt madeit clear thatthe
buck stopped with the agency since the
area fell under its jurisdiction. A bench
of Chief Justice Satish Chandra Shar-
ma and Justice Subramonium Prasad
added that DDA shall alsoconsider gran-
ting compassionate appointment toa fa-
mily member of the dead men.

THE INDIANEXPRESS,

E——

HIGH COURT OBSERVED

it is unfortunate that even after
75 years of Independence, poor
people are forced to work as
manual scavenger and the

“It is unfortunate that even after 75
years of Independence, poor people are
forced to work as manual scavenger and

Mundka sewer deaths: P
HC tells DDA to pay
Rs 10 lakh compensation
to kin of two victims

the (laws on the issue)arenot beingfollo-
wed...as DDA has prima facie resolved
to pay compensation, keeping in view
the judgement of the Supreme Court,
DDA is directed to pay Rs10 lakh each as
compensation to the famlly of the two
deceased and also to consider their cla-
im to grant compassionate appointment
in terms of the Supreme Court judge-
ment and statutory provisions,” the HC
observed.

The court further noted that DDA
has to inform it of the decision in 30 da-

ys.“If theorderisnot complied with, the
vice-chairman of DDA shall remain pre-
sent in court on the next date of hea-
ring,” it cautioned.

DDA in its reply stated that acommit-
tee hasbeen formed to investigatethe in-
cident. It argued that “nota single DDA
official recommended” the victims to
clean the sewer. The HC, however. stated
that DDA did receive a complaint about
the blocked sewerand asked it to pay the
compensation as per law and not just
form committees.

s pensation to families of the de-

MALAVIKA PRASAD ceased.
NEWDELHI,OCTOBERG The court observed that ini-
= ——— tially the DDA, in its report, had
THE DELHI High Court Thursday stated that the workers who died
directed the Delhi Development while cleaning the manhole were
Mmmmmﬁmm cleaning it on their own without
Rs 10 lakh each to the families of  instructions of the DDA, "It has
two men who died after they in-  been stated that no instructions
haledtopic gases insidea sewerat  Were given by the DDA to clean
a residential society in Outer the manhole, however, at the
Delhi's Mundia last month. same time the report reveals that

A division bench of Chief acomplaintwasreceived by DDA =

Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
and Justice Subramonium
was hearing the matter, wherein
the DDA had filed a compliance
report with respect to the inci-
dent. The court observed that “it
is very unfortunate that even af-
ter 75 years of independence,
pour people are being forced to
work as manual scavengers
and the provisions of Prohibition
of Employment as Manual
Seavengers and Their Rehabili-
tation Act. 2013,and rules framed
therein are not being followed”.
The counsel for the DDA sub

in respect of blockage in the =
sewer,” the court noted.

The court also directed the 3
DDA to consider the dependent’s
claim for grant of compassionate
appointment in terms of the or-
der of Supreme Court and statu-
tory provisions. It directed DDA o
comimunicate its decision with re-
spect W compassionate appoint-
ment of the dependents of the de- |
ceased withina period of 30 days
to the HC. The court further di-
rected that if the orders of the y
court are not followed by the au-
thority, thenthe vice-chairmanof )
mitted that the authority has  the DDA shall remain present in -
taken a decision to provide com-  court onthe next date of hearing,

2 - \
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Project To Take A Few Million
Vehicles Off Roads Picks Pace

CYCLEWALK: DDA To Start Survey Of Land Near JNU Campus .

| THREE LEGS OF [T gulbul line | Thm CYCLEWALK FEATURES
\ 0“ GOURSE | PROJECT'S PHASE| Chirag Dilli to Sant Nagar and Chirag . cycle tracks |
DELHI CYCLEWALK [ peacock line | 8.5km  Dilli to Asiad Village complex S Tedeetrian ik
PROJECT Malviya Nagar Metro " Sant Nagar > Universal
i 4 Station to Vasant Kunj Asiad o e Mok
11 lakh Approximate e A Vilage [ GK1  NehnPlace accessibility track |
active cyclists who use N AL /Crparc Spvindpur > Origin and
roads in the city desﬂnt:t:::d gl:zeass;a Y |
10k Typical distance Kunj O : :lndr hridlges =
t_rr_ayellgq_tzy_gyclis_t_s vevas) S S0 > Solar lights ‘ .
200%m Length of TN Milgai line | 20.5km °°:3""9f > ccw cameras |
dedicated cycle-walk Sangam Vihar to Malviya » Public toilets
Nagar Metro Station w » Rainwater
track planne_d byDDA Artst's impression Badarlr  harvesting chambers |
360am Length of Phase | et
of Delhi Cyclewalk project i |
7550 crore Estimated (Leg A), Niiggi‘_il:ré.le: hash;Ien ‘
project cost awarded and architectu
R et consultant appointed in
2.4 metres Width Septen'llber 00 .
of cycle track and = » Getting permission for |
walkway mmgnuﬁondo_f track on =
—_——— 2 non-DDA land in process
1 metre Width of green %2 » Dateofcompletionas |
| strip separating cycle per tender is September |
track from walkway 2025 for Phase-| N
Sidhartha.Roy@timesgroup.com  ry 6,2020. The work on the first “ThePhaselprojecthasbe- nected forests and lakes”.

New Delhi: Work on the first
phase of Delhi Development
Authority's ambitious “Delhi
CycleWalk”, meant for both pe-
destriansand cyclists, hasstar-
ted gathering pace, with DDA
going to start a land survey ne-
ar the Jawaharlal Nehru Uni-
versity campus in south Delhi.

“DDA has planned to deve-
lop about 200km dedicated cy-
cle-walk track to provide pollu-
tion-free green commuting.
Delhi CycleWalk has been con-
ceived with the objective to ta-
ke afew million car rides out of
the Delhi roads and allow peo-
pleto walk and cyclesafely and
joyfully,” an official said.

The foundation stone of the
project was laid by Union home
minister Amit Shah on Janua

leg of Phase I—Sangam Vihar
to Malviya Nagar Metro Sta-
tion—was awarded for on-gra-
de (ground level) cycle-walk in
September 2020 and an archi-
tectural consultant was also
appointed at the same time.

The official said the entire
route had been divided in five
phases and Phase [ is approxi-
mately 36km long. Phase 1 is
further divided into three legs,
which, apart from the 20.5km-
long Leg A called Nilgai Line,
includes a 8.5km Leg B called
Peacock Line, which connects
Malviya Nagar Metro Station
and Vasant Kunj, and 7km-
long Leg C called Bul bul Line,
which will stretch from Chirag
Dilli to Sant Nagar and a sepa-
rate branch from Chirag Dilli
to Asiad Village Complex.

en sanctioned by the project
sanctioning committee of Ur-
ban Development Fund, on
grade as well as elevated,” the
official said. “The permission
for the on-grade track on land
other than DDA is under pro-
gress. The date of completion
asper tender is September 2025
for Phase 1." DDA kept Rs 28
crore in its budget estimates
for 202122 and Rs 6 crore has
been marked in the budget esti-
mate of 2022-23.

The project is proposed to
form a loop around the natio-
nalcapitaland connect Metro
stations, bus stands, high-
density residential areas,
business, industrial, recrea-
ti{_maj and educational dis-
tricts, master plan greens,
and make Delhia"city of con-

Apart from cycle and pe-
destrian tracks, the corridor
will boast of features like uni-
versal accessibility track, ori-
gin destination plazas, inter-
mediate stations, land bridges
and other ancillary develop
ment work, the official said.
DDA has mapped origin and
destination points and all “ori-
gin destination plazas” are
proposed to be interlinked to
eachother by thetracksfor cyc-
ling and walking. Both on-gra-
deand elevated tracks shall ha-
vegreensallalongthelengthto
soften the edges.

According to DDA, the cor-
ridor will be a safer and gree-
neralternative tomobility that
would reduce the vehicular lo-
adof thecity,and providechea-
per last-mile connectivity.
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Delhi govt launches anti-dust campaign

Over 500 teams to conduct surp

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: A month-long anti-
dust campaign to check compliance
of pollution norms at construction
sites was launched in Delhi on
Thursday and 586 teams have been
formed for their enforcement, Envi-
ronment minister Gopal Rai said,

Addressing a press conference

at his residence in Civil Lines, the
minister said the campaign has
been launched under the Graded
Response Action Plan (GRAP) to
combat pollution that has been
implemented in the national
Capital.

“The anti-dust campaign has
begun today in Delhi. As many as
586 teams of 12 government depart-
ments and agencies have been
formed to check dust pollution at
construction sites across the city.
This campaign will continue for a
meonth till November 6, Rai said.

These teams will conduct sur-
prise inspections at construction
sites to check whether they are com-
plying with the pollution norms.

FILE PHOTO

According to the norms, con-
struction sites larger than 5,000 sqm
will have to deploy one anti-smog
gun, those larger than 10,000 sqm
should have two such guns and sites
larger than 15,000 sqm will have to
set up three anti-smog guris.

Similarly, sites larger than
20,000 sqm will have to engage
four anti-smog guns to combat
dust pollution.

Rai said that out of 586 enforce-
ment teams, 33 are from the Delhi

rise checks at construction siles

Pollution Control Committee, 165
from the Department of Revenue,
300 from the Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi, 33 from the Delhi
Development Authority, 14 from
the Delhi Jal Board and six from
the Public Works Department,
among others,

There are 14-point guidelines
that every construction company
or agency will have to follow at its
sites in the National Capital Region
(NCR).

Some of these norms are deploy-
ing anti-smog guns, covering con-
struction sites with tin walls and
tarpaulin sheets and not leaving
construction material uncovered.

Rai said the norms state that
stone culting during construction
cannot be done in the open and
a wet jetting machine should be
used for it.

“The enforcement teams will
check if these norms are being fol-
lowed at construct sites. For any
violation of anti-dust norms at con-
struction sites, fines ranging from
Rs 10,000 Continued on P4

An[i—dg.s;t )

to Rs 5 lakh will be
imposed by the government as
per National Green Tribu nal
(NGT) guidelines. If there is a
serious violation, the govern-
ment can order a construction
site to shut down,” he said.

The minister also appealed
to Delhiites to actively par-
ticipate in the fight against
pollution.

Authorities in the NCR
have been asked to strictly
implement measures under
the first stage of the GRAP.
The action plan includes penal
and legal action against pollut-
ing industrial units.

Under Stage-1, the Centres

| Commission for Air Quality

| Management (CAQM) recom-

mends stopping construction

and demolition (C&D) activi-

ties at sites having a plot size

equal to or more than 500 sqm

that are not registered on the

| “web portal” of the respective
states for remote monitoring

| ofair pollution levels.

Death of two in"Sé,wer: HC directs DDA
to pay Rs 10 lakh each as compensation

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court on Thursday directed the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to pay Rs 10 lakh each
as compensation to the family
of two persons who died after
inhaling toxic gases inside a
sewer here last month.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma
remarked that it was unfortu-
nate that even after 75 years
of Independence, the poor
were forced to work as manual
scavengers and asked the DDA,
under whose jurisdiction the
incident took place, to pay the

compensaliim- as mlandated
under the law, forthwith.
The bench, also comprising
Justice Subramonium Prasad
added that the DD shall also

consider granting compassion-

ate appointment to the family of

the deceased persons and sought
the presence of the vice chair-
man of the authority in case the
order is not complied with till
the next date of hearing. The
order was passed on a public
interest litigation (PIL) initiated
by the court on its own based on
a news report of the incident.
A sweeper and a security
guard died on September 9 in
Quter Delhis Mundka area after
they inhaled toxic gases inside
a sewer, When the sweeper had

gone down to clean the sewer,
he fainted and the guard fol-
lowed to rescue him and he also
fell unconscious, the police had
said. “It is unfortunate that even
after 75 years of Independence,
poor people are forced to work
as manual scavenger and the
(laws on the issue) are not bein g
followed,” said the court.

“As the DDA has prima facie
resolved to pay compensation,
keeping in view the judgement
of the Supreme Court, the DDA
is directed to pay Rs 10 lakh
each as compensation to the
family of the two deceased and
also to consider their claim to
grant compassionate appoint-
ment in terms of the Supreme
Court judgement and statutory
provisions,” the order ordered.

“The decision shall be com-
municated to the court in 30

days. It is made clear that if the
order is not complied with, vice
chairman of DDA shall remain
present in court on the next date
of hearing?” it added.

The counsel appearing for
the DDA informed the court
that the deceased were clean-
ing the drain in the absence of
any instructions from them and
a committee has been formed
in relation to the incident. It
was added that “not a single
DDA official recommended”
the deceased to clean the sewer
and the work was outsourced
Asking the DDA to pay the com-
pensation “at the first instance”
as per the law and not form
committee after committee”
the'gourl observed that respan-,
sibility can be decided at a later
stage and the authorities were
free to take other legal action

e e ——
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DDA again extends window for
applications to land pooling policy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has decid-
ed to extend the window
for accepting applications
for its land pooling policy
(LPP) by a month, the ur-
ban body announced on
Thursday. The earlier dea-
dline to submit applica-
tions to participate in the
LPP was September 30.
According to a senior
DDA official, the decision

was taken as the urban bo-
dy has received a luke-
warm response from lan-
downers, in the 104
villages identified for the
LPP.

From May 28, when
DDA reopened the window
for the LPP, till September
30, close to 150 applicants,
with a total of 115 hectares
of land, expressed interest
in the policy. The window
for the policy has already
been extended once -
from Augist 25 to'Septem-

ber 30. However, the ex-
tension has done little to
kindle interest in the policy
with most of the land ear-
marked for LPP still being
privately owned.

The senior DDA official
added that since 2019,

when the window for the |

LPP applications was first
opened, only 7,070 appli-
cants with 7,390 hectares
of land have expressed
their interest, out of the to-
tal poolable land of 19,074

hectares.

DDA to pay 10 lakh
each as compensation
for sewer deaths

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The High Court on Thursday ordered
the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to pay 10 lakh each as compen-
sation to the families of two persons
who died after inhaling toxic gases in-
side a sewer here last month.

It also asked the DDA to consider
granting compassionate appointment
to the kin of the victims and posted the
case for hearing on November 14.

D)2\ =] P ——————————————
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GOVT BEGINS GRAPPLING WITH POLLUTION

Anti-dust

o L =
_— T

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELH|

elhi Environment Minister
D Gopal Rai on Thursday
launched 2 month-long anti-
dust campaign to check com-
pliance of pollution norms at
construction sites. Rai said
that 586 teams have been
tormed for its implementa-
tion .

“Out of these 586 teams, 33
teams came from the DPCC,
165 teams from the Revenue
Department, 300 frbm MCD,
20 from DSIDC, 14 from DB,
33 teams from DDA, 3 from
Delhi Metro, 6 teams each
from CPWD and PWD, one
team from NDMC, four teams
from Delhi Cantonment Board
and one team from NHAL the
Dethi Government Minjster
said while addressing a press
conterence.

Rai said the campaign has
heen launched under the
Graded Response Action Plan
(CGRAP) to combat pollution
that has been implemented in
the national f.dplfdl

“We have collaborated with
several agencies 1o form 5Sk6
teams 1O monitor the imple
mentation of this campaign
T hese 586 tearms will H““|“ tht
ground 1o ensure that all the
r‘ulca made for the construction
sites under the ,;lt:ll f:’”f: ( IH.:I
paijzn are hw“g, i .;M-'l‘ ...- ..“I,“’
[Rar. “Also, asthe (,,'_’;:l\| !Ih: s

with an anea

is in force in Delk
tructinn sites |
:h:we G630 s mit need tarep,
ter on the puru|. I1f they are nin
registering themselves, they

drive launched by Rai, 586 teams to

PMA10 by 2
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he Central Pollution

Control Board (CPCB)
data showed that the 82-feet-
high smog tower at Anand
\-’i%\ar reduced PM2.5 concen-
tration by up to 17 per cent in
a radius of 100 metres in the
winter of 2021-22. The smo.
tower reduced PM10 pollution
levels by up to 27 per cent at a
distance of 100 metres durin
the period. The CPCB saig
while replying to an RTI.

The smog tower will be
used experimentally for two
years. Based on the results, the
Government will take a call on
replicating the project in other
parts of the city.

Avikal Somvanshi, senior
programme manager, Urban
Lab, Centre for Science and
Environment (CSE), termed
the results “insignificant”, say-
Ing it seems the giant air puri-
fier did not Jead 10 any
improvement in air quality
beyond 200 metres.

The CPCE data showed the
smog tower reduced PM2.5
levels a1 a distance of 100
metres by 13 per cent in
December last year, 7 per cent
in March this year and 17 per
cent in April. The data per

will he barred from further
constraction,” smd  Rai
"Maorcover, PUC checks and
waler sproinkling campaigns
are being, implemented with
cllec e TR g Ihe anti
dus g will continue for
and end on
svetiiber b Al the SH6 leams
witll lur!}r I ALY |rl.1|n|'ft'
mentatien on the held Al the

e onth

taining to the decrease in
PM2.5 levels at 100 metres for

November, January .and
February was not available. In
a radius of 50 metres, the
PM2.5 concentration dropped
by 39 per cent in November, 24
per cent in December, 22 per
centin January, 10 per cent in
March and 23 per cent in
April. The data for February
and May was not available,

PM25 are fine particles
that are 2.5 microns or less in
diameter and can travel deep
into the respiratory tract, reach-
ing the lungs and entering the
bloodstream.

Inaugurated in Sepreniber
last” year, the SIOE Lowet
brought the PM 10 levels (a 100
metres) down by 27 per cent in
“l‘{!.‘lllll('l', 16 per <ent an
March, 23 per cent in April and
15 per cent in May. The CPCR

Lonstruction sites have to tol
low rules and action will be
taken if someone detaults m
tollowing them. A penalty
between s 10,000 12y SU0, 000
can be imposed and it there is
aoserious violation, we will
order a shutdown of the con
struction site,” satd R
According ta the norms, con
struction sites bigper than 5000

by 17%,

7% in-100 m radius

could not share data for
November, January and
February. At a distance of 50
metres, the PM10 concentra-
tion reduced by 50 per cent in
November, 41 per cent <in
December, 26 per cent in
January, 21 per cent in March,

"32 per centin Apriland 13 per

cent in May.

"During winter, the month-
ly average of (PM10) at Anand
Vihar 1s usually above 200
micrograms per cubic metre.
The CPCB standard s 60
micrograms per cubic metre
and the WHO standard is 15
micrograms peér cubic metre,
So, at least 70 per cent reduc-
tion is needed to meet the
CPCB standard and over 90 per
centto meet the WHO norms,”
Somvanshi said.

The smog tower has 40
fans and 5,000 filiers eveloped
by experts at University of
Minnesota which also helped
design a 100-metre-high SMog
tower in Xian, China

Fhe Anand Vihar smog
tower was constructed at 2
cost of Rs 1359 crore Ut iy
based on a downdratt sisflow
rodel. Jts 40 hut;:' fans suck air
from the wp of 4 special type
ol canopy structure and release
(¥ |1“||| dil "\'ltl\l,

syt will have deploy one
dntlsmaoy gun, those bigger
than 10,000 sq mt should haye
two st h guns and sites bigges
than 15000 sq mt will have o
seboup theee antesmog guns
Stmttarly, sites bigger than
200000 g mit wal “havy ey
CHRARC lour anti SR Euans

| .||'L'.-.|| tor the |u'n;‘1r |
Phelbn tevcormplam on the Creen

check compliance at building sites
Smog tower cut PM2.5

Congress slams
AAP for burning
Ravan effigies
amid pollution

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI

The Delhi Congress on
Thursday lashed out at the
AAP for burning Ravana ett;
gies in the nanonal Capital and
said this ‘blatant vielation” of
pollution norms caused the |
air quality in the citv to rurn
ponr.

The AAP on Tuesdav
burne ettigies of Ravana at
around 3,5001ocations in Delhy
In a symbolic protest against
the BIPs ‘tulure’ to maintain
cleanliness in the Caputal

Ravana made or BIP
garbage’ was written on all the
etfigies burnt during the
protest. Dethi Congress presi
dent Anil Kumar said it was g
blatant violation of
Commussion tor Air Quality
Management (CAQM) norms,

I'he l..'\l.}\l has put a
total ban on burning of waste

e ot generators and con

struction work generating dust,
but AAP leaders and workers
tlouted the guideline and put
the lives ot Delhiites in danger

he said '

Delhi app at vou eome siross
MHTICONE Or any LOnstruction
site. not tollowing ant dust
pollution rules in you neigh
bourhood or anvwhere across
relhi You can complam on the
Crreen Delhn app by cicking
phutographs 1his will help us
11 mromitoring and niple
menting the campaign better,
I'n added
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