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Mehrauli demolition: Govt lahd encroached

upon, Google images show land vacant till 2014

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The DDA told the Delhi
High Court on Thursday the govern-
ment land i Ladha Sarai village, which
falls within Mehrauli Archaeological
Park, where the authorities have started
ademolition drive, has been encroached
upon and Google images of 2014 show
1t was completely vacant. The DDA said
it 1s the mandatory and fundamental

duty of citizens to ensure protection
of the heritage as well as composite
culture of the city, which obligation
requires the authorities to protect all

old monuments, archaeological sites

and remains, and make them free from

encroachments by unscrupulous people.

The DDAs submissions were made

in an affidavit filed in response to a peti-

tion by residents of Green Apartments

in Mehrauli, which along with various

AR A Ala:

24 oEad, 2023 »

other properties, has been identified
to be demolished as part of the ‘anti-
encroachment’ drive, Justice Manmeet
Pritam Singh Arora was informed by
DDA counsel Shobhana Takiar that the
agency has filed a detailed counter athi-
davit in the lead petition along with a
demarcation report of December 2021

The counsel said short affidavits of

the DDA responding 1o facts of each
of the petitions shall be filed by Feb-
ruary 27. The high court, while list-
ing the matter for March Y, said the
interim order of maintaining status quo
on the properties of those who have
approached the court shall continue till
then, Advocate Siddhant Kumar, the
counsel for one of the petitioners, has
said the building of his client is situ-
ated in Khasra No, 1151/3 in Mehrauli
which is not mentioned in the demo-
lition order but the demolition action
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was still proposed against it

“The petitioners have encroached on
the government land of village Ladha
Sarai which falls in Mehrauli Archae
ological Park. It is submitted that as
per the Google images of 2014, the
land under reference was completely
vacant,” the DDA said in the affidavat.

“The land in question falls in Meh-
rauli Archacological Park which forms
part of the Southern Central Ridge
wherea large number of historical world

-famous monument exists which are pro-

tected/ unprotected and maintained by
the Archaeological Survey of India in
order to protect Indian Heritage and
Culture,” it said. It said as per the land
records maintained by DDA, the land
that is the subject matter of this peti-
tion falls in Khasra number-209 and
210 of village Ladha Sarai and it was
acquired and placed at the disposal of

the TYOA by a July 1, 1975 notification

“This land has been earmarked as
Green'in the Master Plan of Delhi simce
beginnimg and 1s to be developed and
maintamed as Green and to be con-
served under the Mehrauh Heritage
Zone Itis submitted that the area is noti-
fied as Reserved Forest vide Notification
dated May 24, 1994 15sued under the
Indian Forest Act, 1927 being situated
at the western side of the road going to
Andheria More from Qutub.” it said
The land owning agency said attempts
were made by many people in the past
to encroach upon this parcel of DDA
land and it had been preventing such
attempts of the land grabbers,

The DDA also referred to a July
2019 order of a division bench of the
high court which had directed the
authorities to take all necessary steps
to ensure the Mehrauli Archaeologi-

cal Park 1s free from encroachment
It smd in compliance with various

orders of the high court the Delhi gov-
ernment prepared a demarcation report
on December 21, 2021 for the seam-
line between village Ladha Sara and
Mehrauli “After the demarcation report
duly verified by the revenue depart-
ment of Delhi government, DDA has
issued notice on December 12, 2022 for
removal of encroachments in Mehrauli
Archaeological Park falling in village
Ladha Sarai which is a government
land )" the DDA said. Regarding the
sale deeds of land submitted by the
petitioners. the authorities said such
sale is void and barred under the pro-
visions of Delhi Land Restriction on
Transfer Act and other documents
in the nature of property tax do not
confer any right, title and interest in
the property. weost




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

- = T wrm
NAME OF NEWSPAPERS 7 fawelt| gi#an o 24wt e 2023 HEINT

| e o & uR sl @ PN R
ADe A8 R EFHIC AR

: Eeocd
¢ feeh (qaTE) | R 3 e TR F o o\ 3 3 o O G 0 A e 1 e o, fore 7
wmﬂﬁﬁmmﬁﬁﬁm%mmﬁﬂaﬁ ﬁaﬁm%ﬁnqﬁmwh|mwﬂaﬁﬂh
B ST R I TRER ¥ He ) SR ok S R A mwgmamaﬁﬂmmwﬁlmﬂﬂ;%ﬁ
1 N FE TR S | 3w o gae 3 0 A TP e | 2 e 3 e A e A e 2 A

A o R g R @ Fawwm #e | @ 9o & R Zﬂlmaﬂ;ﬁqﬁmqﬁmﬁ%
} s e o it e (g ) M | ool B am ged A A2 w o

Y I F IR R AR 3 3 Hae A O néaﬂgtenméaﬁgﬂe‘ia fqﬁmqfnwaﬁmﬁﬁ—:ﬁ%ﬁ
foarieR Sfusdl U T@E § TR afEe gmmﬁqa:mﬁm hq;
| W T9F aY A GEE 27 UE F foy | oReH @ At & wnﬁmw%mmﬂﬁhﬁ

i 2 & A & A : T o it 2 A | T I A x
e AR TR = 9 G A g U AEEH GE T F 7 A A
e %1 e 3 e o et farren saftrenon () A 5 Tt 391 8 T | 3 S T O e W o 38 A e oA 3

ﬁ@aﬁamaﬂﬁ,maﬁﬁmﬁmwmsﬂt
SfFIRE A ga ¥ TRER & U5 T FI IR A & o

Fi k@ T ot | ¥ A 3 v R R & e R =
T S Sfea i % w9 3 g & 4|

THE HINDU

Google images show
govt. land in Mehrauli

“encroached

Press Trust of India
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) told the
High Court on Thursday
that government land in
Ladha Sarai village, which
falls within the Mehrauli
Archaeological Park where
the authorities have start-
ed a demolition drive, has
been encroached upon
and Google images of 2014
show it was completely

| vacant.

The land agency said it
is the fundamental duty of
citizens to protect the her-
itage as well as the compo-
site culture of the city.

It requires the authori-
ties to protect all old mon-
uments, archaeological
sites and remains, and
make them free from en-
croachments by unscrupu-

lous people. o
The DDA’s submissions

| were made in an affidavit

filed in response to a peti-

upon: DDA

tion by the residents of
Green Apartments, which
along with various other
properties, has been iden-
tified to be demolished as
part of the “ant-encroach-
ment” drive.

Counter affidavit filed
Justice Manmeet Pritam
Singh Arora was informed
by the DDA’s counsel Shob-
hana Takiar that the agen-
¢y has filed a detailed
counter affidavit in the
lead petition along with a
demarcation report of De-
cember 2021.

The counsel said short
affidavits of the DDA res-
ponding to facts of each of
the petitions shall be filed
by February 27.

The High Court, while
listing the matter for March
9, said the interim order of
maintaining status quo on
the properties of those
who have approached the
court would continue till
then.
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DDA defends Mehrauli action,
cites govt 5 demarcauon report

nance with directions by the
Delhi high court, which has
ordered several times in the past
that encroached land be cleared.

DDA told the high court on
Thursday that demarcation at
the site was carried out in the
presence of revenue officials,
DDA officials, and police.

The landowning agency said
that during the demarcation
process, markings at the site
were made with yellow paint
and pegs. “..after the demarca-
tion report dated December 21,

Richa Banka
richa banka@htlive com

NEW DELHI: The demarcation
report of certain areas in Meh-
rauli was duly approved by the
revenue department of the Delhi
government in December 2021,
based on which eviction notices
were issued to the dwellers of
Khasra 209, 210 of Ladha Sarai
village last year, the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) told
the Delhi high court on Thurs-

day while defending its demoli- .
tion drive in the designated e 3 2021 duly verified by the revenue
“green” area. Several houses were demolishedin Mehrauli.  sancukHawnamt — department of GNCTD, DDA
issued a notice dated December

DDA said that the state gov-
: ini the protection of DDA, the state 12,2022 for removal of encroach-

ernment prepared a demarca- To be sure, revenue minister _ ] .
tion repor?onpgecemberzl.zozl Kailash Gahlot termed the archaeological department.and — ments m"hdehraull,ﬂ\r;haeologr
on court orders to remove demarcation drive flawed on the Archaeological Survey of cal Park.” the DDA said.

encroachments in the areawhile ~ February 11 and ordered the dis- India. On February 14, the LG On Thursday, justice Man- |
acting on a PIL by Indian trict magistrate (south) tocarry  asked DDA to halt the_demol:- meet Pritam Singh Arora
National Trust for Art and Cul-  outa fresh exercise, The demoli- ~ tion till further instructions. The  granted the petitioners time to
tural Heritage (INTACH) to pro-  tion in Mehrauli took place from  Delhi government, too, strongly * file their rejoinder and posted
tect 127 affected monuments  February 10-14, in the wake ofa  opposed the demolitions. the matter for hearing on March
there. Officials of the revenue proposed G20 meeting at the Officials of Delhi's landown- 9. The court also exten_dg-d tl;e
department did not respond to  archaeological park that has ing agency, however, insisted  status quo on the demolition till
requests for comment. around 55 monuments under  that the action was in conso- that date.

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, FEBRUARY 24, 2023

DDA: Notices
issued as per
demarcation
report of govt

New Delhi: Delhi Development
Authority told Delhi High Court
on Thursday that the govern-
ment land in Ladha Sarai villa-
ge, which falls within Mehrauli
Archaeological Park. where aut-
horities have started a demoli-
tion drive, has been encroached
upon and Google images of 2014
show it was completely vacant.
DDA further said, "It is the
mandatory and fundamentaldu-
ty of citizens to ensure protec-
tion of the heritage as well as
composite culture of the city,
which obligation requires the
authorities to protect all old mo-
numents, archaeological sites

* and remains, and make them

free from encroachments by
unscrupulous people.”

The DDA's submissions were
made in an affidavit tiled in re-
sponse to a petition by a group of
residents in Mehrauli, whose
properties, along with various
other properties, have been iden-
tified to be demolished as part of
the ‘anti-encroachment’ drive.

The demolition notices were
issued in December 2022 on the
basis of ademarcation report by
Delhi government's revenue de-
partment ina PIL filed in 2015 by
INTACH, said the DDA’s affida-
vitdated February 22

Regarding the sale deeds of
land submitted by the petitio-
ners, theagency said such sale is
void and barred under the provi-
sions of Delhi Land Restriction
on Transfer Act and other docu-
ments in the nature of property
tax do not confer any right, title
and interest in the property.

DDA, on February 10, begana
demolition drive in Mehrauli.
On February 14, LG VK Saxena
directed it to stop theanti-encro-
achment drive in Mehrauli and
Ladha Sarai villages till further
instructions. mn
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