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Nature-based learning S
soon at Sanjay Van L

New Delhi: Sanjay Van will offer nature-based
learning and experiential activities. The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA) has signed a
Memorandum of Understanding (MoU) with
World Wide Fund for Nature, India (WWF In-
dia) for the notified reserved forest spread over
anarea of 783 acres approximately.

Sanjay Van is part of the ancient Aravalli .
Range with historic ruins of the 12th Century,
DDA said in a statement, adding that the dense
forest near Vasant Kunj with a rich diversity of
flora and fauna is home to a number of birds,
reptiles, butterflies, mammals, odonates, etc.

The MoU aims to establish activities based
on “learning with nature” and facilitate experi-
ential activities like tree tagging, nature walks,
flora and fauna observation, children’s educa-
tional activities, etc,along with educative signa-
ges, flora and fauna atlas and publications, and
citizen science initiatives, it said.

DDA said that WWF India will act as the
“knowledgeandactivity partner” and under-
take educational research and conservation
of floraand fauna. T~
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LG tells officials
to plant 10,000
sandalwood trees

New Delhi: Lieutenant go-
vernor VK Saxena has direc-
tedallland owningagenciesof
the national capital to plant
10,000 sandalwood  trees
across the city to effectively
monetisetheirland resource.

The LG has directed all go-
vernment agencies that own
hugetracts of land and mainta- |
in parks, gardens and underta-
ke horticultural activities to
plant 10,000 sandalwood trees
across the city, the Raj Niwas
said in a statement on Sunday.

It said that agencies like
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), Municipal Corporation
of Delhi (MCD), Delhi Parks
and Garden Society; Delhi Bio-
diversity Society and others ha-
ve been advised to complete
plantation of thesetreesduring
the ongoing monsoon season.

On a visit to the Sunder
Nursery Complex on Sunday,
Saxena recounted his experi-
ence of getting 2,000 sandal-
wood trees planted last year at
different locations like Nasik,
Varanasi, Gandhi Nagar vici-
nity, as well as Delhi during

his previous stintas the chair-
man of Khadi and Village In-
dustries Commission (KVIC).

Hesaid inthe statement that
contrary to the belief in certain
circles that sandalwood trees
cannot come up in climatic con-
ditions present in Delhi and
other locations in the country,
all these trees — including the
ones that he got planted at Rajg-
hat inDelhi—had inanyearnot
only survived, butgrowntoaro-
bust height of 9-10feet. Tnn
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L-G tells MCD,
DDA to plant 10k
chandan trees

New Delhi: L-G Vinai Kumar
Saxena Sunday directed the
Delhi Development Authority.
Municipal Corporation of Delhi
and other agencies concerned to
undertake a ‘Sandalwood Plan-
tation Drive’ this monsoon and
plant 10,000 trees across the aty.

“The L-G has directed all
landowning agencies that own
huge tracts of land and maintain
parks, gardens and undertake
horticultural activities to plant
10,000 sandalwood (chandan)
trees across the capital, so as to
effectively monetise their
land resources. Agencies like
DDA, MCD, Delhi Parks &Garden
Society, Delhi Biodiversity
Sodetyandomershavebemad-
vised to complete the plantation
of these trees during the ongo-
ing monsoon season itself,” said
astatenent shared by Raj Niwas.

Officials said a sandalwood
treematuresin 12-15yearsandas
perthe currentrate, sellsatRs 12-
15 lakh each. At this rate, 10,000
sandalwood trees are estimated
to fetch between Rs 12,000-
15,000 crore upon maturity. ENS
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AT SANJAY VAN

DDA and WWF join hands
for nature-based learning

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

4‘: 3 tr .‘

NEW DELHI: The Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
signed an MOU with the WWF
India for “nature based learn-
ing and experiential activities”
at Sanjay Van, New Delhi on
Friday. The MoU aims to estab-
lish activities based on ‘learn-
ing with nature’ and facilitate
experiential activities like tree
tagging, nature walks, flora and
fauna observation, children’s
educational activities etc.,
along with educative signages,
flora and fauna atlas and pub-
lications, and citizen science
initiatives.

Sanjay Van, spread over
nearly 783 acres, is an integral
part of the South-Central Ridge
and is a notified “Reserved For-

est’, the DDA said. Located
near Vasant Kunj, a part of
ancient Aravalli Range with
historic ruins of 12th century,
the dense forest with a rich
diversity of flora and fauna is
home to a number of birds, rep-
tiles, butterflies, odonates and
mammals etc.

Its rich natural heritage is
due to its distinct landscape
with geomorphological fea-
tures like rocky outcrops and
water bodies, thus making it
a haven for nature enthusiasts
amidst the metropolis.

WWEF India is committed
to address conservation issues
for securing ecological biodi-
versity and spreading educa-
tional awareness about nature
and will act as the ‘knowl-
edge and activity partner’ and

also undertake ‘educational
research and conservation of
flora & fauna’ as part of the
MoU. These activities at Sanjay
Van will build a sense of appre-
ciation for the city’s natural
heritage amongst the citizens
of Delhi, especially children, to
inculcate an understanding and
bond with nature at an early
and impressionable age.

DDA, besides regular main-
tenance and upkeep of the large
green, has taken several initia-
tives like enhancement of the
forest character through plan-
tation, restoration and conser-
vation of heritage structures
with ASI, cleaning of the water
bodies with DJB etc. The MoU
with WWF India is another
important initiative in this
direction.

| | -Delhi govt sets

up panel on
waterlogging

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: To ensure better

| coordination among various

agencies in dealing with water-
logging issues and desilting of
drains, the Delhi government
has formed an inter-depart-
mental committee headed by
the PWD secretary, an official
order said.

According to Delhi gov-
ernment’s Flood Order 2022,

| which was released on Thurs-

day by Deputy Chief Minister
Manish Sisodia, the committee
will monitor desilting of drains
and sewers and address water-
logging problem at vulnerable
points during the monsoon.
“For monitoring the activ-

! ities of desilting of storm

water drains and to address
waterlogging issues, an inter-

| departmental coordination

committee has been formed by

| consensus of all departments.

“Secretary, PWD is the
coordination committee chair-
man. Meetings of the commit-
tee will be held on regular basis
to resolve inter-departmental
issues, monitor desilting works,
monitor and check waterlog-

| ging vulnerable locations,” the

flood order said.

Officials from other gov-
ernment agencies including the
NDMC, MCD, Irrigation and
Flood Control (I&FC), Delhi
Cantonment Board, Delhi
Development Authority, Delhi
Jal Board, Delhi State Indus-
trial ad Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation, Delhi
International Airport Limited,
National Highways Authority
of India, Indian Railways, Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation, Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board among others, will be
the members of the coordina-

| tion committee.

“The coordination com-
mittee will monitor activities
including desilting of storm
water drains and sewers, clean-
ing of municipal solid waste
from drains, addressing and
resolving waterlogging vulner-
able locations to check recur-
rence, status of operation of
storm water pumps, inspec-
tion and cross inspection of
desilting works and opera-
tion of pumps and resolve
inter-departmental issues,” the

| order stated.
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‘DIECTIONS CAME AFTER THE L-G VISITED THE SUNDER NURSERY.

Plant 10K sandalwood trees during

monsoon season, says L-G Saxena

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor V K Saxena has directed
all land owning agencies that
maintain parks and gardens in
Delhi to plant 10,000 sandal-
wood trees during the monsoon
season to monetise their land
resource, an official statement
said on Sunday.

The statement issued by
L-G’s secretariat Raj Niwas said ~ 1-6 V K Saxena

eral environs, the plantation of
sandalwood will lead to mon-
etisation of government land
and create “immense financial
assets” for the land owing agen-
cies in Delhi.

“A sandalwood tree matures
in 12 to 15 years and as per the
current rates, sells at Rs 12- 15
lakh each. At this rate, 10,000
sandalwood trees are estimated
to fetch between Rs 12,000
-15,000 crore upon maturity;’

agencies like the Delhi Devel-

the statement quoting the L-G

opment Authority, MCD, Delhi

said. He also appealed to farm-

Parks & Garden Society, Delhi ‘A sandalwood tree  ersand smallland holders apart
Biodiversity Society and others  matures in 12 to 15 fromfarmhouseownersin the

have been advised to complete

city to plant at least four sandal-

the plantation of sandalwood Y€Qrs and as per the  wood trees.

trees during the on-goingmon-  cyrrent rates, sells at

sOOon season.

He said sandalwood plan-
tation will also create assets

The directions came after RS 12-15 lakh each’” ¢ self-sustainability, gener-

Saxena visited the Sunder Nurs-
ery here on Sunday.

ate employment and support

adding to the flora diver- theIndian sandalwood, sandal-

Saxena said apart from sity and enriching the gen- wood oil and perfume indus-

Plant 10K chandan trees: LG

' STAFF REPORTER [ NEW DELHI

t The Lieutenant Governor (L-G), V K Saxena,

has directed all land owning agencies to
undertake horticultural activities to plant 10,000
sandalwood (chandan) trees across the nation-
al Capital, 50 as to effectively monetise their land
resource. The L-G has also appealed to farm-
ers and small land holdeérs apart from farm house

owners in the city to plant at least four chan-
dan trees. According to officials, the agencies like

try that depends on importing
large quantities of sandalwood
oil and powder.

On his visit to the Sunder
Nursery Complex on Sunday,
the L-G recounted his expe-
rience of successfully getting
2,000 sandalwood trees planted
last year at different locations in
Nasik, Varanasi, Gandhi Nagar
as well as Delhi in his previous
stint as the Chairman, KVIC,
the statement said.

“The L-G said contrary to
refrain in certain circles that
chandan trees cannot come
up in climatic conditions pres-
ent in Delhi and other loca-
tions in the country, all these
trees, including the ones that
he got planted at Rajghat in
Delhi, had in an year not only
survived, but robustly grown to
a height of 9-10 feet,” the state-
ment said.

DDA, MCD, Delhi Parks and Garden Society, '

Delhi Biodiversity Society and others have been
advised to complete the plantation of these trees
during the on-going monsoon season itself.

“By doing so, the often resource deficient farm-

ers could easily depend on two trees for the
education of their children and the remaining
two could be utilized for aldlng their future
careers, said Saxena.

“Plantation of Sandalwood, apart from adding

to the flora diversity of the city and enriching
the general environs, will lead to monetization
of government land and create immense finan-
cial assets for the land-owning agencies and|
farmers and land-holders in the city,” said the
official.

“A sandalwood tree matures in 12 to 15 years

and as per the current rates, sells at Rs 12- 15
lakh each. At this rate, around 10,000 sandal-
wood trees are estimated to fetch between Rs
12,000 -15,000 crores upon maturity,” said the
official.

The L-G informed that contrary to refrain
in certain circles that chandan trees cannot come
up in climatic conditions present in Delhi and
other locations in the country, all these trees,
including the ones that he got planted at
Rajghat in Delhi, had in an year not only sur-

vived, but robustly growntoa height of 9-10 feet, [

THTRETR|
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HC halts demolition drive at
Sarai Kale Khan slum cluster

Authorities say the slum dwellers are ineligible for rehabilitation

SOIBAM ROCKY SINGH
NEW DELHI

The Delhi High Court has or-
dered the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) to put
on hold the demolition drive
at Gyaspur Basti in Sarai Kale
Khan here, which has 100
slums with over 460 resi-
dents, till further orders.

A Vacation Bench of Jus-
tice Neena Bansal Krishna
noted that the documents
submitted by the jhuggi
(slum) dwellers showed that
they are occupying the pre-
mises since 1995.

“Considering the long
possession of the parties and
their assertions that it is a
jhuggi cluster having more
than 100 jhuggis, the res-
pondent (DDA) is directed to
maintain status quo till July
11, 2022, Justice Krishna
ordered.

‘Illegal demolition’
The jhuggi dwellers con-
tended that according to the
Delhi Slum and JJ Rehabilita-
tion and Relocation Policy
2015, the Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board (DU-
SIB) is required to conduct a
survey and plan a rehabilita-
tion programme before car-
rying out the demolition.
“None of the procedures
have been followed,” the
jhuggi dwellers said, adding
' that the “arbitrary and ille-
gal” demolition by the DDA
would not only render them
| homeless but also jobless.
On June 27, the DDA had
carried out an anti-en-

croachment drive on a
stretch of the Yamuna flood-
plains in Sarai Kale Khan. Its
officials said the exercise was
carried out pursuant to the
directions of the Supreme
Court and guidelines of the
National Green Tribunal.
Gyanpur Basti’s residents
told the High Court that the
demolition was partial and
several jhuggis are still intact.

Poor economic status
The petitioners submitted
that the ‘Basti’ was esta-

- blished about forty years

ago and they have residence
proofs dating to 1995. Most
of the residents migrated to
Delhi from Uttar Pradesh
and 95% of the residents be-
long to Scheduled Caste,
“Dhobi caste” or other back-
ward classes, the jhuggi
dwellers said.

The plea added that the
inhabitants are daily wagers
living below the poverty line
and are primarily engaged in
unskilled or semi-skilled in-
formal labour. Even as they
are vulnerable to the CO-
VID-19 pandemic, they are
now worried about the pos-
sibility of illegal eviction and
demolition of their houses.

The DDA vehemently ar-
gued that what has been
termed as jhuggi clusters,
are instead sporadic jhuggis
that have come up in the
area. “They do not qualify as
a Basti or cluster and there-
fore, the Delhi Slum and JJ
Rehabilitation and Reloca-
tion Policy 2015 is not ap-
plicable,” the DDA said.

The DUSIB also submitted
that the area in respect of
which the petition has been
filed does not qualify as clus-
ters/basti and is not covered
under the Delhi Urban Shel-
ter Improvement Board Act,
2010. “The petitioners being
encroachers are not entitled
to any protection,” the DU-
SIB said.

Justice Krishna relied on
various judgments of the
court to note that the agen-
cies must first determine if
the dwellers are eligible for
rehabilitation in terms of the
extant law and policy before’
forced eviction.

“Forced eviction of jhuggi
dwellers, unannounced, in
co-ordination with the other
agencies and without com-
pliance of the requisite pro-
cedures, would be contrary
to law,” Justice Krishna said.

The High Court further
asked the DUSIB to consider
providing temporary protec-
tion in a night shelter near-
est to the jhuggi area to two
applicants who have been
rendered homeless as their
jhuggis were demolished.
The Bench posted the case
for next hearing on July 11.
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Delhi Govt sets up panel for

coordination among agencies !

over waterlogging, desilting

STAFF REPORTER = NEW
DELHI

Delhi Government has
formed an inter-depart-
mental committee headed by
the PWD secretary to ensure
better coordination among
various agencies in deahng
with waterlogging issues an
desilting ofﬁams

According " to Delhi
Government's Flood Order
2022, which was released on
Thursday by Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia, the
committee will monitor desilt-
ing of drains and sewers and
address waterlogging prob-
lem at vulnerable points dur-
| ing the monsoon.

/ "For monitoring the activ-

ities of desilting of storm
water drains and to address
waterlogging issues, an inter-
departmental coordination
committee has been formed
| by consensus of all depart-
ments.

“Secretary, PWD is the
coordination committee
chairman. Meetings of the
committee will be held on reg-
ular basis to resolve inter-
departmental issues, monitor
desilting works, monitor and
check waterlogging vulnerable
locations,” the flood order
said. :

Officials from other gov-
ernment agencies including
the NDMC, MCD, Irrigation
and Flood Control (I&FC),

Delhi Cantonment Board,
Delhi Development Authority,
Delhi Jal Board, Delhi State
Industrial ad Infrastructure
Development Corporation,
Delhi International Airport
Limited, National Highways
Authority of India, Indian
Railways, Delhi Metro Rail
Corporation, Delhi Urban
Shelter Improvement Board
among others, will be the
members of the coordination
committee.

“The coordination com-
mittee will monitor activities
including desilting of storm
water. drains and sewers, |
cleaning of municipal solid |
waste from drains, addressing |
and resolving waterloggin
vulnerable locations to checE ‘
recurrence, status of operation
of storm water pumps, inspec-
tion and cross inspection of
desilting works and operation
of pumps and resolve inter-
departmental issues,” the
order stated.

Delhi witnessed water-
logging and massive traffic
snarls on key stretches after
the city received first mon-
soon showers on Thursday.

In a separate instruction,
the divisional commissioner
has asked district magistrates
of 11 revenue districts in the
capital to carry out “ground
truthing” of desilting of drains
carried out by the Flood and
Irrigation departrhent ang
other local bodies.
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