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Drive to plant 52L saplings from
Feb 26; annual target up by 10L

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi government
will begin a massive planta-
tion drive from February 26
and has increased its annual
target by about 10 lakh this ye-
ar. Chief minister Arvind Kej-
riwal will launch thedrive.

The government has set a
target of 52 lakh trees and
shrubs for plantation and dis-
tribution in 2023-24, environ-
ment minister Gopal Rai said
on Tuesday. Though the planta-
tiondriveisusuallyheldduring
monsoon, the drive will start
early this year because of the
increased number of saplings
thataretobe planted, headded.

Rai also ordered a third-
party audit for the plantations
donesince 2021. Hedirected the
formation of an expert com-
mittee to oversee theaudit,

“We request all residents of

Times View

nacity beleaguered by air

pollution,asharpincrease in
tree plantation targets is good
news for the environment. But
the key to the programme's
success would be the painstaking
and careful maintenance that
plants need tosurviveand
become trees, especially since a
long summer looms ahead,

Delhi to come forward and acti-
vely participate in the drive, so
thatwe can together make our ci-
ty more beautiful and healthy...
This will help in reducing pollu-
tion levels and creating a more
sustainable environment for the
future,” the minister said.

This year, saplings of 20
lakh trees and 25 lakh shrubs
will be planted while 7 lakh
saplings will be distributed to
the people of Delhi.

The forest department has
been assigned the target of plan-
ting the maximum number of
saplings — 18 lakh — while New
Delhi Municipal Council will
plant 5 lakh, the education de-
partment4.5lakh, Municipal Co-
uncil of Delhi 4 lakh and Delhi
Development Authority 9lakh.

Rai further said that Delhi
government has been making
effortstoincreasethegreenco-
ver in the city. According to a
recent list of the most polluted
cities in the world, Delhi isno
longer in thetop10, he added.

The government in April last
year had announced a target of
planting 42,81,247 saplingsfor the
202223 annual plantation drive,
of which 7,79,747 tree saplings
weredistributed. The remaining
35,02,500 saplings, which were
planted, wereof canopy trees(7.6
lakh), shrubs (about 27.3 lakh)
and bamboo trees (24,000).
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|Govt to plant 5.2mn saplings

this year; drive from Feb 26

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment will plant 5.2 million sap-
lings as part of a yearlong spe-
cial plantation drive that will
be kicked off by chief minister
Arvind Kejriwal on February
26, environment and forests
minister Gopal Rai said.

“We want to make Delhi
green, and the plantation drive
is one of the major initiatives to
achieve the goal. We request all
tesidents of Delhi to participate
in the drive, so that together we
can make our city more beauti-
ful and healthier,” Rai said
after a meeting with officials
from different departments at
Delhi secretariat on Tuesday.

During the meeting, the min-
ister directed that an expert

LAST YEAR, THE
GOVERNMENT SET
ATARGET OF
PLANTING 4.2
MILLION SAPLINGS,
BUT ENDED UP
PLANTING MORE —
4.7 MILLION

committee be formed to over-
see third-party audits of the
saplings planted during the
drive, This committee will
assess whether the trees are
planted in the right manner
and cared for properly, leading
to the healthy growth of plants.

The 5.2 million saplings
include 2 million big trees, 2.5
million shrubs, and 700,000
saplings, which will be distrib-

uted among the people. Last
year, the government set a tar-
get of planting 4.2 million sap-
lings, but ended up planting
more — 4.7 million. “This year;
the forest department was
assigned the target of planting
the maximum number of
trees—1.8 million saplings—
while other agencies will also
contribute towards the initia-
tive with NDMC planting
500,000, education department
450,000, Municipal Corpora-
tion of Delhi 400,000 and Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
900,000 saplings,” Rai said.
The minister said several
government departments will
collaborate to carry out the
drive, including forest depart-
ment, education department,
Delhi Jal Board, Public Works
Department, and others.



