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City forest departrﬁéﬁt tomap morphological Ridge
What is the morphological Ridge?

The morphological Ridge has ridge-like features, but is not
part of notified forests. It is an extension of the Aravallis,
and therefore, no construction activity Is allowed there

Jasjeev Gandhiok
- Toeee. oo
jasjeev.gandhiok @hindustantimes.com

NEW DEFHI: The forest depart-
ment will map Delhi’s entire
morphological Ridge area over
the next three months to create a
digital grid, complete with lati-
‘Fudes‘ and longitudes, to help
identify possible encroachments
on the forest land. Morphologi-
cql Ridge is an area that has
Ridge-like features (rocky ter-
rains and hills), but is not noti-
. fied or protected forest land.

The Ridge Management
Board (RMB) issued instructions
for the mapping exercise during
its last meeting on June 28 and
the exercise is likely to begin
next month, officials in the know
of the matter have said, adding
that the decision was taken after
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) asked in the meeting
about the legal sanctity and pro-
tection accorded to the morpho-
logical Ridge.

The RMB has asked the forest
department to carry out the
mapping with the help of Geo-
logical Survey of India (GSI) and

® “» -

Geospatial Delhi Limited (GSDL)
so as to dispel any confusion
regarding whether a construc-
tion project lies within the mor-
phological Ridge area or not. .
No construction or commer-
cial activity is allowed within the
morphological Ridge, similar tq
Delhi's central, northern, south-
ern and south-central Ridge
areas, where these activities are
completely banned. Forest offi-
cials said while demarcation
exercises were carried out in the
past to ascertain the morpholog-
ical Ridge area, the new exercise
will involve mapping in three
different layers, with each layer
superimposed on a single map.
The first layer will demarcate
green forested area, which is
part of the Ridge, while the sec-
ond layer will chart the bounda-
ries of the morphological Ridge
and the third will lay out all
structures and developments
that have come up on the mor-

out construction or development
work within the morphological
Ridge. Similar to the notified
Ridge areas, no construction
work can take place in the mor-
phological area either —so any
construction project that needs
to be executed is referred to the
RMB for approval,” said the offi-
cial, requesting anonymity.

In a letter dated May 28, 2013,
the GSI had depicted all denuded
hills and rocky surfaces that
exist in Delhi as a part of the
morphological Ridge. However,
the new exercise will involve
geo-spatial mapping to show-
case these rocky surfaces and
their latitudes and longitudes
across the city.

Vimlendu Jha, an environ-
mental expert who runs the
NGO Swechha, said the defini-
tion of morphological Ridge is
clear and after demarcation, the
forest department needs to
ensure that no fresh construc-

phological Ridge area. “Thiswill ~ tion takes place there. “Like the
create a comprehensive map of ~ Ridge, no construction should be
the morphological Ridge to pro- allowed in the morphological
vide better clarity to any land-  Ridge either and that is the only
owning agency looking tocarry ~ way to protect the Aravallis.”
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«! Theentire morphological
! Ridge area willbe

& mapped by the forest
PQ department using

8l geospatial technology,

8 with assistance from the
¥ Geological Survey of

8l India (GS!) and Geospa-

8 tial Delhi Limited (GSDL)

The mapping will be done with

“* three different layers superim-

& posed on asingle digital map - the
first showcasing Delhi’s ridge, the
second showing the morphological
Ridge boundaries, and the third

B showing all structures and

| developments that form a part of
the morphological or ridge area
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4 This updated map will' §
! be used toremove
encroachments and to
§ decide whether any
commercial activity is
to be allowed within
™ the rocky terrain of
Bl the morphological
i Ridge ornot
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Morphological Ridge To Be
Mapped On GIS Platform

Aimed At Avoiding Confusion During Development Work

Priyangi.Agarwal
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The morphologi-
calridge will soon be mapped
on a GIS platform in order to
avoid confusion when deve-
lopment projects in the area
areundertaken.
Morphological ridge is
that part of the ridge area
which “has ridge-like featu-
res but is not notified as a fo-
rest”. It is part of the exten-
sion of the Aravalis, and no
construction activity is allo-
wed there without the permis-
sion of Ridge Management
Board (RMB)and Central Em-
powered Committee (CEM).
Following orders of the bo-
ard, the forest department,
along with Geospatial Delhi
Limited (GSDL) and Geologi-
cal Survey of India (GSI), will
demarcate the morphological

ridge, denoting threedifferent
layers of forest cover, encro-
achment and development
work done with permission.
The matter was taken up in
the meeting of RMB after the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA)requested to review the
restrictions imposed on certa-
in developmental projects in
themorphological ridge.
“The demarcation of the
morphological ridge was do-
ne by GSI some years ago. Ho-
wever, at the recent RMB mee-
ting, it was decided to conduct
detailed mapping. A meeting
will be conducted next week
so that the exercise can begin
as we have to submit the re-
portto RMB within amonth,”
asenior forest official said.
“It was decided that the fo-
restdepartmentshould prepa-
re a GIS layer of the denuded
hills/rocky surface, as made

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

A meeting will be
conducted next week
so that the exercise
can begin as we have
to submit the report to
RMB within a month

av/ailable by GSI, and notified
ridge areas of the city. These
layers will then be superimpo-
sed and the overlapping areas
contiguous to the notified rid-
ge in the morphological area
as indicated by GSI may be
considered as the ridge area,”
according to the minutes of
the RMB meeting:

It added: “Such findings
may be brought before the
ridge management board for
furtherdirections. Thisexer-
cise may be completed wit-

hin a month’s time by the de-
partment with support of
GSDLand GSI.”

Another forest official sa-
id DDA had earlier opposed
the curbs imposed by the fo-
rest department on some de-
velopment projects, claiming
that the morphological ridge
hasnolegalsanctity or scien-
tific background.

During the meeting of
RMB, GSI clarified that the or-
ganisation is not the appropri-
ateauthority togivecomments
on legal sanctity and protec-
tion accorded to the morpholo-
gical ridge. However, the chief
conservator of forests briefed
the meeting about the orders
passed by SC and Delhi high
court regarding restrictions
on developmental projects in
the morphological ridge wit-
hout prior permission of RMB
and SC through the CEM.
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LG now suspends
6 MCD officers for

graft, ne

TiMEs News NeTwork

New Delhi: Continuing his
crackdown against gg\llirn-
ment officials for alleged
corrupt practices and dere-
liction of duty, lieutenant
governor VK Saxena has
susp?nded six officers of
Mun}cipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) for alleged
8ross negligence, abusing
o.ﬁ‘ic1.a_l position and recei-
vingillegal gratification.
The LG has also given
s_anction to CBI for prosecu-
ting a sub-registrar of the
Delhi government’s revenue
department for “illegally re-
gularising” atleast 50 unaut-
horised constructions in Ka-
rol Bagh Zone. The MCD offi-
cers who face the action in-
clude two engineers who

gligence

LENS ON 3 ENGRS

> T!\e six include two
engineers who failed to
prevent an unauthorised
construction in Narela &
another engineer over
financial irregularities

> A[sq suspended are an
administrative officer & a
zonal inspector over delay
in mutation of properties &
a dy controller of accounts

allegedly failed to prevent
}mauthorised construction
in Narela. Sources said the
complaints against officials
of Delhi government, DDA
and MCD are being decided
singularly on merit.

» ‘Action sans bias’, P 3

Suspensions
by LG: Official

says action

without bias

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The crackdown
against corrupt public ser-
vants and those involved in re-
peated dereliction of duties
was in line with the LG’s re-
solve of zero tolerance to cor-
ruption and probity in admin-
istration, said.sources. “The
suspension of MCD officers
has once again exhibited a ju-
dicious approach of the LG in
dealing with cases objectively
and without any bias against
any government department
or officials,” an official said.
“He has " also rejected
some of the complaints on

. findingnosubstantial ground
* for prosecution in the cases,”

LJ

said a source.

“Assistant engineer Srini-
was and junior engineer
Sankhya Mishra of Narela
were suspended for their fail-
ure to’prevent unauthorised
construction that recently led
to the collapse of an under-
construction warehouse ‘in
Bakauli village of Alipur that
led to 5 deaths and left several
others injured,” the Raj Ni-
was sources said. “Other
MCD officers who have been
suspended include superinte-
nding engineer AS Yadav for
financial irregularities in
Bhalaswa’s landfill site, ad-
ministrative officer Manish
Kumar and zonal inspector
Vijay Kumar for delaying the
processing of papers for mu-
tation of properties in South
Zone, and deputy controller of
accounts Anju Bhutani for
not following up with banks
the matters related to clear-
ance of pension cases.”

Sources said LG V K Saxe-
na had given a go-ahead to CBI
toprosecute RajPal,asub-reg-
istrar in Karol Bagh zone. “He
is accused of registering un-
authorised properties with-
out ‘putting the requisite
stamp of unauthorised con-
struction on sale deeds,” He
hadregistered 50 such proper-
ties from 21.07.2015 to
26.09.2018," said an official.
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six MCD officials for graft’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHTI: Lieutenant Gov-
ernor V K Saxena has ordered the
suspension of six MCD officials
on graft charges and for abusing
official position, sources in his
office said on Tuesday.

They said Saxena also gave
sanction to the CBI to pros-
ecute a sub-registrar for alleg-
edly regularising unauthorised
constructions in Karol Bagh..

“The MCD commissioner,
on directions of the LG, has
suspended six officials for gross
negligence, abusing official posi-
tion and receiving illegal grati-
fication,” a source said.

The sources also said com-
plaints of corruption against
officials of the MCD, the Delhi
government and the Delhi Devel-
opment Authority are being
decided singularly on merit.

Superintendent Engineer
AS Yadav, Administrative Offi-
cer, Manish Kumar, Deputy
Controller of Accounts Anju
Bhutani, South Zone Inspec-
tor Vijay Kumar, Junior Engi-

neer (Narela) Sankhya Mishra
and Assistant Engineer (Narela)
Sriniwas are the suspended offi-
cials, the sources said.

They said Sriniwas and
Mishra have been suspended for
failing to prevent an unauthor-
ised warehouse. The structure,
which was under construction
in Alipur’s Bakauli village, col-
lapsed killing five people and
injuring several others.

Bhutani has been suspended
for not following up with banks
in matters related to clearance
of pension cases.

Yadav has been suspended
for financial irregularities in the
sanitary landfill site in Balaswa
while Manish Kumar and Vijay
Kumar are suspended for delay-
ing the processing of papers
for mutation of properties in

) W -

south zone.

In a separate decision, the
LG also gave sanction to the
CBI to prosecute a sub-registrar
at the revenue department for
“illegally regularising” at least
50 unauthorised constructions
in Karol Bagh zone.

“Raj Pal, posted as sub-reg-
istrar-1II at Asaf Ali Road, is
accused of registering unau-
thorised properties without the
requisite stamp of unauthorised
construction on the sale deeds.
He had allegedly registered 50
such properties from July 21,
2015, to September 26, 2018,
a source said.

Pal was also accused of reg-
istering commercial properties
in residential category in Karol
Bagh zone “inlieu of illegal grati-
fication” and thus causing loss to
the government, he said.

“The district magistrate (cen-
tral) and principal secretary (rev-
enue), in their separate reports,
had recommended the prosecu-
tion sanction to CBI to investi-
gate the wrongdoings of Raj Pal;’
the source said.

|-G Saxena order

o | ==

STAFF REPORTER ® NEW, |
DELHI -
elhi’s Lieutenant-

Governor Vinai Kumar
Saxena ordered the suspension
of six officials of the BJP-run
Municipal Corporation of

| Delhi (MCD) for “gross negli-

gence’, “abusing official posi-
tion” and receiving “illegal
gratification”. -

The Lieutenant-Governor
also gave sanction to the

* Central Bureau of Investigation

(CBI) to prosecute a Sub-
Registrar for allegedly regu-

" larising unauthorised con-

structions in Karol Bagh.

Top sources said that the
MCD Commissioner, on the
directions of the L-G, has sus-
pended the six officials, which
includes Superintendent
Engineer = AS  Yaday,
Administrative Officer, Manish
Kumar, Deputy Controller of
Accounts Anju Bhutani, South
Zone Inspector Vijay Kumar,
Junior Engineer (Narela)

‘Sankhya Mishra and Assistant

Engineer (Narela) Sriniwas
The sources also said com-
plaints of corruption against
officials of the MCD, the
Government and the Delhi
Development , Authority are
being decided singularly on
merit. They said Sriniwas and
Mishra have been suspended

,for failing to prevent an unau-

s T

“suspension of six MCD
officials for corruption

thorised warehouse from com-
ing up. ;3
The structure, which was
under construction in Alipur’s
Bakauli village, collapsed
killing five people and injuring
several others. Bhutani has
been suspended for not fol-
lowing up with banks in mat-
ters related to clearance of
pension cases.

Yadav has been suspended
for financial irregularities in
the sanitary landfill site in
Bhalswa while Manish Kumar
and Vijay Kumar are suspend-
ed for delaying the processing
of papers for' mutation of prop-

. erties in the south zone.

In a separate decision, the
L-G also gave sanction to the
CBI to prosecute a Sub-
Registrar at the revenue
department for “illegally reg-
ularising” at least 50 unautho-
rised constructions in Karol
Bagh zone.

“Raj Pal, posted-as Sub-
Registrar-111 at Asaf Ali Road,
is accused of registering unau-
thorised properties without
the requisite stamp of unau-
thorised construction on the
sale deeds. He had allegedly
registered 50 such properties
from July 21, 2015, to
September 26, 2018,” a source
said.

Pal was also accused of
registering commercial prop-
erties in the residential cate-

ory in Karol Bagh zone “in
ieu of illegal gratification”
and thus causing loss to the
Government, he said.

“The District Magistrate
(central) and Principal
Secretary (revenue), in thei
separate reports, had recom-
mended the prosecution sanc-
tion to CBI to investigate the
wrongdoings of Raj Pal,” the
source said. '
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