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LG inaugurates DDA project on ﬂoodplain

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhi lieutenant
Rovernor VK Saxens on Wed-
nesday inaugurated the Asita
East project on the Yamuna,
whichaims atrestoringecolo-
gical character of floodplain
and provide breathable public
greenspace, the Raj Niwassa-
id inastatement.

Spread over an area of 157
hectares, the project Lsa part of
Delhi Development Authori-
ty's (DDA) ongoing restoration
and rejuvenation programme
of the Yamuna Docdplain Ato
tal of 90 hectares of the area is
with DA, located adjacent to

the Vikas Marg and the
remaining arca fallsun

der the jurisdiction of
Uttar Pradesh lrriga-
tion Department.

Thelocation nearVi-
lzas Marg, which forms
the southern edgeof the
project, Was inaugura
ted andopened wothepe-
oplean Wednesday The Pushta
Road forms the eastern cdge of
the project and the river Oows
towards its west,

Asparcof the project, abo-
urlsometresof theareaalong
themajorrmads hasheendeve
loped a5 ‘greenway’, which is
propnsad tohea public recrea-
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tion zone comprising
walkways, warerhndi-
es and open spaces for
congregation  along
with public amenicd
ey, 1t spid. Nearly 300
metres of the area
along the edge of the
Yamuna river has be
en developed as an
‘Ecological Zone' with kachha
trails al regular intervals for
peoplews walk up o theriver,
Around 4000 ees and 31,5
lakh riverine grasses have been
planted in the arez and an exis
ting depression measuring am-
und 2 hectares has heen masm-

reqd into a waterbiody for catch-
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mentof Jood waters, it said,

Suxens appealed to Delhi re-
sidents to come forwand and
playthemlecf aproactive stake
holders in making the rity's air,
wiater and environment pollu-
Lionfree, He hoped that the na-
tional capital will soon have suf-
ficient eco-Lriendly and environ-
mentally  refuvenating public
green spaces for recreatlon and
other public activities, taking
theaxample of DDA recent initi-
arives in the shape of various
bindiversity parks, nursery at
Khoja Wala Bagh, Baansera on
rhe Yamuna Bank and rejuvena-
non of the Anang Tzl Baoli,
amongochera.
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L-G maug'urales Asita East pro)ect

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: Delhi L-G VK
Saxcna inaugurated the Asita
Fast project near Laxmi Nagar
on Wednesday. The project is
a part of Delhi Development
Authority’s ongoing restoration
and rejuvenation programme
of the Yamuna floodplains to
restore the ecological character of
the floodplains of Yamuna river
and give breathable public green
space to the prople of East Delhi.

Asita East project is spread
over 197 hectares of land, 90
lectures of the land falls under
DDAS jurisdiction and the rest
falls under the jurisdiction of
UP Irrigation Department. Sax-
ena underlined the importance
of Delhi reclaiming its green

_spaces and appealed 1o 1he resi-
“dénts of the city to come forward
and play the role of a proactive
stakeholder in making the ¢itys
air, water and environment pol-
lution free.

‘The L-G said he hopes that
the Capital will soon have suf-
ficient cco-friendly and envi-
ronumentally rejuvenating public
green spaces for recreation and

As part of the Asita
East Project, about
100-150 mts of
the ‘area along the
major roads has
been developed as
‘Greenway’

other public activities.

As part of the Asita Fast Proj-
ect, about 100-150 mts of the
area along the major roads has
been developed as ‘Greenway,
which is proposed to be a pub-
lic recreation zone comprising
walkways, water bodics and open
spaces for congregation along
with public amenitics. Planta-

tions conducive ta the Yamuna
flond plains have been strategi-
cally elyasen and about 4,000 trees
and 33.5 lakh riverine grasses
have been planted so tar, An
exisling depression measuring
approximately 2 hectares has
been restored into a walerbody
for calchment of flood waters.
This waterbody has the capacity
to store approximately 50,000-

60,000 CuM vt water during the

MONSQONS.

Asita Fastonee developed will
beaspot tor several bird lovers to
enjoy since it is home to a range
of resident birds like Spatbilled
Duck, Indian Maorhen, Purple
Swamphen and migratory birds
like Indian Paradise Flycatcher,
Verditer Flycatcher, Grey Headed
Canary Flycatcher, ete,
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