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Demolition drive resumes near Yamuna,
protection from HC

residents say they had

SUKRITABARUAH
NEW DELHI, JULY 6

HOUSES WERE torn down at
Gyaspur basti in Sarai Kale Khan
onWednesday as part of adem-
olition drive by the Delhi
Development Authority even
though the Delhi High Court
bench had ordered status quoin
the area till July 11.

On June 27, demolitions had
begun at Gyaspur basti, whichis
close to the Yamuna, and 23
houses were razed. Eleven resi-
dents of the settlement had pe-
titioned the Delhi High Court
asking that the DDA be restrained
from carrying out evictions or
demolitions against them. On
June 28, the court had stated in
its order, “The documents filed by
the petitioners prima facie show
that they are occupying the
premises since 1995. Considering
the long possession of the parties
and their assertions thatitisa
jhuggi cluster having more than
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On June 27, demolitions had
begun at Gyaspur basti

100jhuggis, the respondents are
directed to maintain status quo
till July 11,2022."
OnWednesday morning, the
JCBs returned and tore down
more houses. “The court’s order
is for a limited number of jhug-
gis. DDA has not conducted dem-
olition exercise on those,” a DDA
spokesperson said, referring to
the houses of the 11 residents
who were listed as petitioners.
The Gyaspur basti area has
two clusters. The cluster in
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Land pooling: DDA to start process
of developing five more sectors

New Delhi: Delhi Development Authority is
planning todevelop five more sectors under its

which demolitions have been
taking place has 53 houses, ac-
cording to the basti's pradhan
Ajab Singh. After Wednesday's
demolitions, the 11 petitioner's
houses remained standing.

Sachin Kumar (18) is one of
those whose family’s house was
demolished on Thursday. His
mother Manju Devi's voter ID
card from 1995 lists Gyaspur
Basti as her address.

“The machinery arrived
around 7.30 in the morning and
the demolitions started by 9 am.
We thought that we have protec-
tionat least till July 11 because of
the court order,” said Sachin,
whose father works as a driver
and who lives with his family of
five there. He says they will
spend the coming days at the site
of their home.

Neetu Singh (34) sat among
the blue rubble of her demol-
ished home in the stifling heat of
Wednesday afternoon. Like all
the other residents of the area,
her family lived ina pucca home.
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"My in-laws have been here for
40 years. I'm in shock right now
but we've been expecting the
bulldozers to come for ourhome
after last week's demolition even
though we didn't get any notice.
We have nowhere else to stayin
the city so we'll be right here till
we are given some other place to
stay," she said.

In their appeal, the petition-
ers have asked that a survey be
carried out in the area in accor-
dance with the Delhi Slum and
1] Rehabilitation and Relocation
Policy 2015 to work out a reha-
bilitation plan before demolition.

Inits submission to the court

during the hearing on the peti-
tioners' appeal, the DDA had ar-
gued: “What have been termed
asjhuggi clusters by the petition-
ers are in fact sporadic jhuggis
which have come up in the
area... They do not qualify as a
basti or cluster and, therefore, the
Delhi Slum and Jj Rehabilitation
and Relocation Policy 2015is not
applicable.”

Roazarer

D
~lhindia~t.

land pooling policy. In May, DDA had issued a

provisional notice for the formation of a con-
sortium for three sectors in north and north-
west Delhi, which are expected to accommoda-

teapopulation of 2.5to31akh.

While DDA is carrying out public meetings at
areas where thesectorsareearmarked tocome up
for answering queries and clearing doubts of lan-
downers, it is also planning to issue provisional
notices for the formation of consortiums in five
sectors. These sectorsarel, 7,and 8 in P-I Zone in
north Delhi; 11in N Zone in northwest Delhi,and 3
in L. Zonein southwest Delhi. Eachsector isantici-
pated toaccommodate 80,000 to1lakh people. T
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| DDA DEMOLISHES
" HOUSES NEAR
SARAI KALE KHAN

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) on
Wednesday demolished houses
at Gyaspur Basti, located oppo-
site Sarai Kale Khan ISBT.

While 1and rights activists
alleged the land-owning agency
carried out a demolition drive
despite a Delhi high court stay
order, DDA officials said the stay
did not apply to the portion
where demolition was carried
out.

Ashok Pandey, co-ordinator at
Housing and Land Rights Net-
work (HLRN), said, “The matter
is pending before the Delhi high
court and the next date of hear-
ing is July 11, But still the DDA
went ahead and demolished
these houses. They didn't give
any prior notice.”

DDA carried out a demolition
drive in the area to remove
“encroachments” on June 27 and
28. However, many residents
approached the Delhi high court
against the drive. The court
ordered DDA to maintain the sta-
tus quo till July 11.

A senior DDA official said,
“The court order is for a limited
number of jhuggis. DDA has not
demolished them.”

Pandey said according to the
Delhi slum and JJ rehabilitation
and relocation policy of 2015, the
affected dwellers people should
be rehabilitated. HTC
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DDA holds public meetings

doubts regarding land-poo
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OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: With an aim
to answer public queries and
clear doubts pertaining to the
land-pooling policy, the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
conducted public meetings in
Tigipur and Mohammadpur-
Ramzanpur villages here, accord-
ing to an official statement issued
on Wednesday.

Issues pertaining to the land-
pooling policy, the proposed
amendments, the consortium
formation modalities, the Exter-
nal Development Charge (EDC)
issue, the 60:40 division of land
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and the ground-level imple-
mentation of the policy were
discussed at the public meet-
ings held on Saturday, the state-
ment said. DDA Commissioner
(Land Pooling) Tariq Thomas
and Director (Land Pooling)
Amrish Kumar were present at
the public meetings, along with
other officials and staff of the
department and social organ-
isations of Delhi Dehat.
Traders and builders also
participated in the meetings and
discussed key points regarding
the implementation of the policy.
“The commissioner and the
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to the issues and problems of
landowners, developers and
stakeholders and clarified all
the points, including the pro-
cess for consortium formation
and the expected timelines, the
construction of UER-II section
falling in the P-II zone connect-
ing NH-1 to Bandh Road.
“Issues such aslevy of stamp

ing policy

built-up and not at the time of f
pooling/redistribution of plot,
approval of additional develop-
ment control norms for land
pooling, formulation and noti-
fication of SOPs for resumption
of mutation, EDC amount issues
among others were also clari- |
fied,” the statement said. |
It further said the Delhi |
Dehat Vikas Manch and the
other participating organisa- |
tions, developers and stakehold- |
ers welcomed the public notice |
for consortium formation issued |
by the DDA in sectors2 and 3 |

director of land pooling listened
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DDA hold

- to Tigi
* STAFF REPORTER 1 NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has con-
* ducted public meetings in
» Tigipur and Mohammadpur,
Ramzanpur villages to answer
public queries and clear doubts
- pertaining to the land-pooling
policy.

" Ina statement, the author-
ity said, issues pertaining to the
land-pooling policy, the pro-
posed amendments, the con-
sortium formation modalities,
the External Development
Charge (EDC) issue, the 60:40
division of land and the
ground-level implementation

-of the policy were discussed at™

the publi/c meetings held on
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Saturday. DDA Commissioner
(Land Pooling) Tariq Thomas

and Director (Land Pooling)
Amrish Kumar were present at

the public meetings, along with »

other officials and staff of the
department and social organ-
isations of Delhi Dehat.

Traders and builders also
participated in the meetings
and discussed key points
regarding the implementation
of the policy.

"The commissioner and
the director of land pooling lis-
tened to the issues and prob-
lems of landowners, developers
and stakeholders and clarified
all the points, including the
process for consortium forma-
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ic meetings on Iandwpoollng pollcy

Mohammadpur, Ramzanpur villag:

lines, the construction of UER-
II section falling in the P-II
zone connecting NH-1 to
Bandh Road.

“Issues such as levy of
stamp duty only on actual sale
of land/built-up and not at the
time of pooling/redistribution
of plot, approval of additional
development control norms
for land pooling, formulation
and netification of SOPs for
resumption of mutation, EDC
amount issues among others *
were also clarified," the state-
ment said. It further said the
Delhi Dehat Vikas Manch and
the other participating organ-
isations, developers and stake-
holders welcomed the ‘public
notice for consortiun forma-

tion issued by the DDA in sec-
tors 2 and 3 in Zone P-II and
sector 10A in Zone-N.

. After the meeting, DDA
officials were hopeful that the
land-pooling policy will kick
off soon on the ground and
show good progress with pos-
itive cooperation from the
landowners, developers,
investors and stakeholders, the
statement said.

The DDA also said five
other sectors in three zones --
P-II, N and L -- are under con-
sideration or going through a
reconciliation process for the
issuance of a provisional notice

- for the formation of a consor-
‘tium. "These sectors are sector

1,7 and 8 in P-II zone, sector

11 in N zone and sector 3 in L
zone," the statement said. The
Delhi Land Policy was notified
in 2018 with an aim to foster.
land development in a part-
nership with the land owners to
make them equal partners. in
the development process. The
policy is presently applicable to
the urban extension areas of
Delhi, comprising 104 villages
fallmgmthe] K-I, L, N, P-I
and P-II zorles. .
The entire area is divided
into 129 sectors and, on an *
average, each sector is antici-
pated to accommodate a pop-
ulation of 80,000 to one lakh.
The total pocled land under the
policy is 7,298 hectares, the
statement said. '
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Land pooling: more provisional notices hkely

STAFF REPORTER

NEW DELHI
The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is consider-

ing issuing provisional notic-
es for the formation of con-
sortiums in five more sectors
that have been identified as
part of the land pooling poli-
cy (LPP).

The five sectors are — sec-
tors 1, 7 and 8 in Zone-PIl,
sector 11 in Zone-N and sec-
tor 3 in Zone-L.

Currently, 104 villages —
which have been divided in-
to six zones and further di-

vided into 129 sectors — have
been identified for land
pooling.

The urban body recently
held public meetings in Tigi-
pur and Mohammadpur-
Ramzanpur villages which
fall under sectors 2 and 3 (in
zone P-1I).

According to a statement
issued by the urban body,
the two main issues were
discussed in these public
meetings were — modalities
to form consortiums and is-
sues pertaining to the pro-
posed amendments to the

Delhi Development Act,
1957, aimed at making land
pooling mandatory.

In May, the DDA had is-
sued conditional notices for
the formation of consorti-
ums in three high priority
sectors falling under Zones -
N and P-1I, where 70% parti-
cipation of landowners was
achieved.

Notified on two occa-
sions, in 2013 and 2018, the

land pooling policy is aimed

at providing 17 lakh dwelling
units — including five lakh
units for economically weak-

er sections — for a popula-
tion of roughly over 80 lakh
people.

According to the current
policy, 60% of the land can
be utilised by the owners or
developer entity for deve-
loping residential and com-
mercial facilities.

The remaining 40% of the
land has to be surrendered
to the service providing
agencies, such as the DDA,
for infrastructural develop-
‘ment works such as laying
roads, sewerage systems and
developing parks.



