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New Delhi: Lieutenant governor VK
| Saxenahasdirected agenciestocomp-
lete all pending tasks related to de-
1 congestion of 77 corridors for impro-
ving the flow of traffic within three
months, said sources. Teams of a task
force, setupfive yearsagotodecongest
main roads, had earlier identified 77
corridors covering around 400km.
The LG was informed that most of
the work related to removal of electri-
city poles and power transformers
had been pending since 2019, pro-
mpting Saxenato wonder howsuchan
Innocuous work could get embroiled
In red tapes of exchange of letters
among different departments.
Sources said the LG had asked the
chief secretary to sort out all inter-de-
partmental issues and fix a timeline
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lity should befixed if timelinesare not
met, Saxenasaid duringa meeting.

It was also highlighted that there
was a similar long delay in removing
identified religious structures, jhug-
gisand trees, and Saxenadirected of-
ficials to ensure total inter-depart-
mental coordination and doing away
with the habit of conveniently using
court orders as alibis for non-perfor-
mance, according to sources.

Of the pending 119 tasks, 58 are
under the jurisdiction of the public
works department. They include re-
moval of trees at eight places, jhug-
gis at seven and religious structures
at 17 places, and minor tasks like re-
placement of power transformers
and poles and five tasks related to
non-availability of adequate par-
kingoutside banquet halls.

Sources said pending tasks were
delaying decongestion on important

Set up smart classes in
MCD schools: Saxena

G Vinai Kumar Saxena directed

officials to make provision for smart
classes, smart rooms and smart desksin
every school, after inspecting Municipal
Corporation of Delhi-run Nigam Pratibha
Vidyalay, at Pitampura on Tuesday. Of
the 1,530 schools under MCD, there is
provision for smart boards at 635 scho-
ols. “During the inspection, direction was
given to make provision for at least 10
smart boardsin each ofthe 18 schoolson
priority basis,” said an MCD official. TN

stretches, including Mehrauli-Gur-
gaon road, Mehrauli-Badarpur Ro-
ad, RingRoad (Vijay Nagar to Burari
Chowk) and Loni Road (Shahdara
GT Road to Loni Border).

'Ruing that the authormes first let
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Fast-track tasks on decongestlng 77 corridors: LG

unauthorised religious structures
and jhuggis come up and then went on
to move files to remove them, the LG
instructed that any such activity sho-
uld be stopped immediately and pro-
active intervention should be taken by
the authorities concerned. Sources

said the LG would personally monitor

this and take serious action if the di-

rection wasn’t followed. A meeting of
‘Religious Places Committee’, whichde-
cides about removal of religious struc-
tures, will be held on every last working
day of the month, it was decided.

For parking at banquet hall sites,
Delhi Development Authority will
hand over identified lands to Munici-
pal Corporation of Delhi (MCD) at
institutional/notional rates. MCD
will get the association of banquet
halls to construct multilevel parking
at their own cost in lieu of the land
provided by it, said sources.

for oompleting each task. Responsibi-

“0ld age home failed to take off

Times News NETWORK

l

Times View

Id age homes performa

variety of roles for senior
citizens. For some, staying
there is amatter of choice; for
othersitisaplaceof shelter.In
Delhi,where thereis ashortage
of such homes, itis time that
the snail-paced project
gathers momentum.

New Delhi: Even after 21 ye-
arsof land being acquired for
anold agehome at Rohini, the
Delhi government project fai-
led to take off, largely due to
frequent revision in the dra-
wings and design, the Comp-
trollerand Auditor General of
Indiastated inareport.

In the case of another pro-
posed old age horfle at Kanti
Nagar, frequent changes ofex-
ecuting agencies resulted in
the project getting completed
after 16 years of taking pos-
session of theland.

CAG mentioned that the
delay in completing the old
age homes resulted in avoi-

| dable payment of composi-
! tion fee amounting to Rs
| 130.1 lakh to Delhi Develop-
ment Authority. Thereportal-
so stated that this also depri-
ved the elderly residents of
| Delhi from the much-needed
| social security of staying in
| oldagehomes.
{ Thereportmentioned that

1

one of the responsibilities of
thesocial welfaredepartment
of Delhi government was to
provide social security for
the aged through a network of
residential care homes. Ho-
wever, till date only two old
age homes had been establis-
hed. While the one at Binda-
pur being run by the depart-
ment itself can accommodate
50 people, another home at
Lampur, with a capacity of 30
occupants, is being run in col-
laboration with Delhi Brot-
herhood Society.
Thedepartmenthad taken
possession of two plots at Ro-
hini-IV and Kanti Nagar in

|
{

due to frequent design changes’

March 1997 and August 2006,
respectively, for construction
of old age homes within a
period of two years from the
date of taking possession of
theland.

Spread over 3,576 square
metres, the proposed old age
home at Rohini would be able
to accommodate 176 people,
while the one at Kanti Nagar,
which was inaugurated earli-
erthis year, can house117resi-
dents. “As aresult of these de-
lays, the elderly, who would
haveavailed of thesecurity of
stay in these old age homes,
were deprived of the faciliti-
es,” thereport stated.

The auditor also stated that
non-construction of a working
women’s hostel by Delhi go-
vernment’s department of wo-
men and child development
even after 16 years of taking
possession of the land not only
resulted in blockade of funds
of Rs 97.5 lakh, but also depri-
ved many working women of
safe, dignified and affordable
accommodation.
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STAFF REPORTER ™ NEW DELHI

Delhi Lieutenant Governor,
4/ Vinai Kumar Saxena has
issued strict instructions to all
a%encies t0 ensure completion
of all pending tasks related ta
decongestion of 77 corridors
within three months. The
direction has been issued to
Public Welfare Department
(PWD), Forest Department,
Home Department, Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
go_arc= (DUSIB) and Delhi
¢velopment- Authority
(DDA).P ! ority
Sources said that Lt
Governor was informed that
most of the work related to

millenniumpost
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Power transformers
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Clear pending tasks to decongest 77 corridors,

avebeen reveal
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gestion of 7

goles aﬁd pending since 2019. Sources

at of the pending

119 tasks, 58 were required to
be'acted upon by the PWD,
Tasks such as removal of
trees at eight places, jhuggis at
seven places and religious
structures at seventeen places
and minor tasks such as
replacement of power trans-
formers and poles and five
tasks related to non-availabil-
ity of adequate parking outside
banquet halls were inordinate-
ly delaying decongestion on

.. important stretches including,

Mehrauli-Gurgaon road,
Mehrauli-Badarpur road, Ring
Road (Vijay Nagar to Burari
Chowk) and Loni Road (from
Shahdara GT Road to Loni
Border) among others.

improve traffic flow in 3 months: L-G to depts

NEW DELHI: Delhi Delhi
Lt Governor V K Saxena has
directed all agencies concerned,
including PWD and DDA, to fn-
ish every pending task to decon-
gest 77 corridors and improve
traffic flow within three months,
official sources said on Tuesday.

He has also asked the Delhi
chief secretary to sort out all
pending inter-departmental
issues and fix a timeline for the
completion of each task at hand.

The L-G instructed officials
to ensure the timelines are met

and responsibility is fixed in case
of delay, said sources presentat
ameeting chaired by Saxena on
Monday. Expressing displeasure
over year-long delays in remov-
ing religious structures, shan-

ties and trees, Saxena directed
officials to ensure total inter-
departmental coordination and
do away with “unjustified” use
of court orders as “excuses” for
non-performance, they said.
Officials of various depart-
ments, including PWD, for-
est, home, Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board and Delhi
Development Authority were
present at the meeting.
According to sources, of the
pending 119 tasks, as many as 58
were required to be acted upon

by the PWD. Removal of trees
ateight places, shanties at seven
places and religious structures at
17 places, replacement of power
transformers and poles, and five
tasks related to non-availability of
adequate parking outside banquet
halls were delaying deconges-
tion of important stretches, they
said. These stretches include the
Mehrauli-Gurgaon Road, Meh-
rauli-Badarpur Road, Ring Road
(Vijay Nagar to Burari Chowk),
and Loni Road (from Shahdara
GT Road to Loni Border. MposT

— e SRR

7 corridors wi

“The L-G expressed con-
cern that such petty, innocuous
works were getting embroiled
in a red-tape exchange of let-
ters between different depart-
ments,” said the sources.

While expressing grave dis-
pleasure on the pending del:ﬁs
in removal of identified reli-
gious structures, jhuggis and
trees, the L-G has asked the
concerned officials to ensure
completion of tasks within a set
timeline and. to_avoid usmg

Court. orders as al@/s\%\

excuses for non-performan:

in the time-frame. The LG
issued instructions that any
ongoing activity related to
unauthorized religious struc-
tures and jhuggis should be
stopped immediately and
should be proactively inter-
vened by the concerned
authorities. He underlined that
he would be pe:'isonally n}om-
toring and any deviation from
the digrecﬁonswillbetakenvuy
riously.
* It sz decided that a meet-
ing of ‘Religious Places
Committee, which decides

" He has also asked the Chief . upon removal of religious

Secretary to ensure inter-

departmental co-ordination  every
; éng completion of work with-

structures, -will be held on
last working day of the
month and all pending cases

will be decided upon therein.
In the matter relating to
garklpg outside of banquet
alls it was decided that DDA
will handover identified lands
to Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) at institution-
al/notional rates. The MCDin
turn would involve the associ-
ation  of banquet halls and
instruct them to construct
multilevel parking at their own
ais! in lieu of the land provid-
e
‘Task Force teams were cre-
ated in January 2017 with an
objective to act on major trav-
el corridors in consultation
with all stakeholders to
improve traffic flow. “They

hin three months: Delhi .-G

had identified 77 corridors of -
around 400 kms for improve-
ment. N
The tasks identified were

road engineering interventions
to address choke points, regu-
lation through augmented traf-
fic police deployment and sys-
tems, manual intervention dur-
ing peak hours and continuous
action against unauthorized
parking and removal of

* encroachments on these corri-
dors,” said the sources.

Though some head-way

. was made, however work per-
taining to removal of encroach-
ments and unauthorized struc-
tures still remain stalled even
after fijve years.
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