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‘Removal of squatters main concern of

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: While MCD’s anti-encroach-
ment drive last month received a lot of flak
from the AAP government and its MLAs,
sources in the LG office claim that removal
of squattersat public places was oneof the
main concernsof 70% of 51MLAs whomet
-lieutenant governor VK Saxena in separa-
te meetings earlier this month.

Sources claimed that all MLAs asked
for the LG’s intervention and “promised
full cooperation” in the encroachment
removaldrive.

The erstwhile east, south and north
corporations carried out several anti-
encroachment drives in various parts of
the city in April and May, which was
termed as “bulldozer drive” by the AAP
government. The Kejriwal-led govern-
ment had on May 17 even sought reports

from the three corporations of drives
carried outsince Aprill.

There was no immediate reaction av-
ailablefrom AAP.

Raj Niwas sources, however, claimed
that “freewheeling discussions” with
51 MLAs in small groups, spread over
20days since Saxena took over on May 26,
established that encroachments and
unauthorised occupation wereaconcern
for them. The sources added that 46
MLAs had even given written submis-
sionsontheissue.

“Be it of vacant government land,
roads, lanes, parks and even drains, the
encroachment menace was flagged as
the main challenge by 32 of 46legislators.
They repeatedly sought the LG’s inter-
vention to solve this problem,” said a
Raj Niwas source. {

It was claimed by sources that 32

A RAJ NIWAS SOURCE SAYS

"_Be it of vacant government land,
roads, lanes, parks and even
drains, the ment
menace was flagged as the main
challenge by 32 of 46, legislators.
They repeatedly sought the LG’s

intervention to solve this problem

MLAs complained about “land mafia” en-
croaching on DDA land, illegal construc-
tion by “unscrupulous persons” and
shops coming up on streets. “Animal
barns” being run to encroach on land,
unauthorised construction in heritage
properties, footpaths and pedestrian
pathways being used as parking slots by
“ised car dealers” and “scrap dealers”

70% of MLAS’

d inconvenience were
the MLAIS" d about
«Many legislators qomp aine
illegal plchJtting of agrlculturalbla_rrlld g:llj
residential purposes and parks }(13_1 gtio-
croached onby illegal Bangladeshl ria
nals. Tllegal parking in school comp. exes
and encroachment of parks for jhuggis
werealso flagged by them,” said a source. .
Saxena sought * ull cooperation

from the legislators in the encrgachment
removal drive, which would include a
campaignto provideat leasttwometres of
footpath, free from any permaner'x!: or
temporary illegal structure, to Delhiites.
«The LG hoped that there would be no po-
litics over, the issue and the MLAS, irre- -
spective of their party affiliation, would
cooperate when concrete steps were ta-
ken to remove the encroachments,” anot-
hersource said:
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