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abeyance permission to transplant 600+ trees

_OUR CORRESPONDENT _

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) Thurs-
day urged the Delhi High Court
to quash aletter from the Deputy
Conservator of Forests putting in
abeyancethe permission

for transplantation of over 600

trees for the construction of

stormwater drain at Dwarka's
sector-8 to cater to water dis-
charge from the Indira Gandhi
International Airport.

DDA said the project, cost-
ing Rs 88.56 crores, requir
permission

from the Deputy

Conservator of Forests (West
Forest Division) of the Delhi
government for the transplan-
tation of 637 trees and felling
of 56 others.

While the permission was
earlier granted, it has now
been arbitrarily put in abey-
ance through a June 29 letter of
DCE thereby stalling the prog-
ress of the public project indef-
initely, DDA said, adding that
as per the correspondence, the
permission will only be granted
after further orders of the high
court inacontempt case in which
permission for felling of trees

‘The project
required permission
from the Deputy
Conservator of
Forests (West
Forest Division)'

has been restricted on April 28.

Justice Yashwant Varma
noted that since another bench
ofthe high court is closely moni-
toring the tree felling matter, the
present petition be also listed

before Justice Najmi Waziri on
July 29, subject to the orders of
the Chief Justice.

During the hearing, Justice
Varma said, there is a complete
ban, it does not give me any win-
dow to tinker .

Additional Solicitor General
Sanjay Jain, representing DDA,
said he was only seeking permis-
sion for transplantation of trees
that are fully grown adult trees
and even the site for transplanta-
tion has already been identified.

The counsel said a crucial
and significant public project
has been arbitrarily stalled.
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Allow transplantation of 600
tree_s !or building stormwater
drain in Dwarka: DDA to HC

Abhinav.Garg@timesgroup.com

New Delhlg Dglhi Development Authority (DDA) on Thursday

urged Delhi High Court to permit it to transplant over 600 trees
for the construction of a stormwater drain in Dwarka to cater

to water discharge from Indira Gandhi International Airport.

_Theauthority said the public project, costing Rs 88.56 crore, re-
quired permission from the Deputy Conservator of Forests (West
Forest Division) of Delhi government for transplantation of 637
“trees and felling of 56 others. While permission was granted “in
principle” earlier, jt was arbitrarily revoked on June 29 citing a
high court order banning tree felling, stalling ,
the progressof the project indefinitely.

“Does it entail felling of trees? There isa
complete ban as per the HC order and gives
me no window to tinker with it,” justice
Yashwant Varma said during the hearing.
The judge noted that since another bench of
the high court was closely monitoring the
matter,thepresent petition shouldalsobelis-
ted before Justice Najmi Waziri on July 29, .

. subjectto theordersof the Chief Justice,

DDA said the forest department had sa-.
id that permission would only be granted
after further orders of the high court ina
contempt case in which permission for fel-
lingof treeswas restricted on April28.

“Additional Solicitor General Sanjay Jain,
representing DDA, submitted that permjssion j
was being sought only for transplantation of
fully grown trees and even thesitefor ithad be-

en identified. DDA’s plea through advocate
hsahay Kaur said an application was ma-
detotheDCFon November2,2020, seeking per-
4mission for felling of trees/translocation and
nMay17,2022, the permission was granted.
? Thepetitioner had made all arrangements
forn-ansplamation and arranged for 6,930 sap-
lings of specific varieties of treesand alsode-
cited Rs3.95 croreas directed by the DCE
It was claimed by DDA that t}}e high co-
urt's April28 order was grossly misinterpre-
ted by the DCFand the court had not directed
g blanket ban on transplantation or felling,
particularlynot for publicprojects. Jtconten-
ded that the flawed interpretation would ef-
fectively lead o8 complete ban on the imple-

mentation of public projects in Delhi.
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CR Babu's Model Of
Converting Barren
Are.as In Delhi Into
Thriving Biodiversity
Parks Is Now Being
Replicated In Other
States & Countries

Privangl.Agarwal@timesgroup.com
l; Kf hen CR Babu was glv
\ A en the charge to make
\ \ abicdiversity park on

the banks of J
Yamuna in Delhi in 2001, he \l\r:\i
appalled that the 156 acres of land
only had some salt-loving bushes
and common weeds
Babu, then Delhl University
pro-vice-chancellor and head of
lal;inclcnmrfonr Environment Man
ement of Degraded Ecosystems
(CMEDE) under the university,
found the underground water to be
B’\lghly saline even at the depth of
20 feet at Jagatpur village, where
the park was supposed to be made.
Today, looking at the Yamuna
Bl(»d)\'orsi()’ Park, it is hard to im-
agine that it is man-made and 1t
came out of such barrenness. The
park s the first of itskind globally.
Babu took up the project as a
challenge and an opportunity. It
has pald off. The park 1s now home
to thousands of forest
communities,
fruit-yielding
species and me-
dicinal herbs, biolog-
ically rich wetlands
and hundreds of an-
imals, birds, butter-
Qies and insects.
“We recruited sci-
entists with the help
.. of the Delhi De-
» velopment Au-
thority and

N
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THE GREEN DO
RESTORED DELHI'S

pics: 01

FLOCK THERAPY: The biodiversity parks developed by CR Babu now attra(
reptiles and Insects. Species given up as lost have reappeared and once-

ct a variety of wildlife, Including birds,
barren wetlands are teeming with life

studied the river basin stretch
from Allahabad in Uttar Pradesh
to Haridwar in Uttarakhand to
identify plant species along the
stretch,” Babu said.

“After 4045 plant communities
were identified. their saplings were
planted at the site,” he said. For two
years, success eluded the team as
“most of the plant species died be-
cause of the excessive salt”.

“We then found some grass
species in asalinearea and
the grass improved the
soil from 12 pH to 7 pH. /]
It made the soil neu-
tral. It took almost 10
years to develop
these three-storey for-
est communities with
a tree canopy as high
as 45 feet,” Babu sald

“We desilted the wet-
lands and used the material
for Jandscaping and introduced
aquatic plant species. In the first
year of restoration of the wet-
lands, thousands of migratory
birds arrived here,” Babu added.

The park now attracts a large
number of wild animals, birds and
insects. Species of birds that were

given up as lost have returned to
the park, such as the black
crowned night heron that has re-
appeared in the Tamarix and
Phragmites plantations on the
shallow wetland.

The restored Tamarix-Sacch-
haraum community also attracted
aleopard in 2016. Hog deer, which
was abundant in Delhi butlost, has
made the park its home. Similarly,

the Seibold snake Ferania
sieboldii, lost some 70-80
\ years ago, was seen in
the wetlands.

The .national
capital now has sev-
en biodiversity
parks, which have
been developed on

such barren land. “It
was a difficult task to
create these parks. The

Aravalli Biodiversity Park
has been developed on a rocky
habitat. Similarly, the Kamla
Nehru Ridge, Tughlakabad Bio-
diversity Park and others had a
lot of challenging problems such
as monkey menace, invasive spe-
cies and human disturbances,”
Babu, who is 81 and continues to

steer the Biodiversity Parks (
Programme, said.

These biodiversity parks are
the lungs of Delhi, one of the
world's most polluted cities. The
three-storey-forest canopy helps
in filtering pollutants, particu-
larly PM1 and PM2.5, from both
point and nonpoint sources. They
buffer the local weather condi-
tions and help in carbon seques-
tration as a huge quantity of
carbon is stored in the soil. They
also recharge groundwater and
store floodwater: 1.4million gal-
lons of rain was harvested by the
seven biodiversity parks during
the monsoon last year.

“The plant resources can be
used for drug development. They
provide recreation to the public
and students get practical envi-
ronmental education at these
parks,” Babu said

Other states have started fol-
lowing the biodiversity park
model for their cities. “The Union
ministry of environment and
forest and climate change has
directed all chief ministers to
create biodiversity parks In each
state capital and all district head-

CTOR WHO
LUNGS

-ters. Many states: including
?J‘:ta.':ll pradesh. Bihar Madhya
pradesh and ‘Chhattisgarh have
started making the parks. Our
staff in the biodiversity parks are
providing guidance to officlals of
these states.” Babu sr:‘nd, .

“gri Lanka and

The nilgai have found a home

have also devzloped biodiversity
* he added.
pm-'ll“ls)‘(- jdea of the biodiversity
park was born in 2001 when at a
conference organised by the Del
hi onvlronmcm department,
Babu threw lght on the
acute loss of biodiversity.
His speech on the extinc-
tlon of local species attracted
{he attentlon of then Licuten-
ant Governor Vijal Kapoor.

Falyaz Khudsar, thescientist in
charge of the Biodiversity Parks
Programme at CMEDE, said main-
taining biodiversity parks is an

uphill task. “After restora-

tion, it requires Jong-term

. monitoring for its surviv-

Lo B al. For instance, if any of

the species is increasing

innumber, it is necessary
to address the issue.

It is difficult as one
has to monitor it early in
the morning and late in

the night,” he said.

e SRIRSET
i

STRIKE RATE:

7 PARKS IN 20 YRS

» Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) in
collaboration with Centre for
Environment Management

of Degraded Ecosystems
(CMEDE) has developed seven
biodiversity parks in Delhi In
the past two decades

» The model of biodiversity
parks of Delhl is being
adopted In different states of
the country and in the Indian
sub-continent

WHY DELHI NEEDS
THESE PARKS

Many reasons, Including
urban sprawl, climate change,
air and water pollution,
population pressure, habitat
loss, land degradation &
deforestation
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BIODIVERSITY PROFILE
Year of creation | 2002 | 2015 | 2005 | 2019 | 2016 | 2019 | 2015 | 2019
Terrestrial Plants | 90 | 874 | 150 | 950 | 90 | 115 | 156 | 481
Aquatic Plants 0 | 9] o[ 3] 2| 20| 0 3
Avifauna 37 | 202 | 42 | 209 [100 [ 131 | 81 | 125
11 [ s 3|3 15 | 4| 2 55
3 [ 18] 8| 3n| 6 7] 14 15
AN 0] 19 3 4| 5 7
Fishes o | 18] o o] o s| o 0

= in Yamuna biodiversity park
=1 o 7> S M SAS y o y
VALUABLE ECOLOGICAL

SERVICES ON OFFER

» Effective filter for both point and non-
point source of air pollution

» Recharge ground water and store
flood water. Contribute to rejuvenation
of rivers y dap
» Major sink 4
for carbon I
dioxide and
store huge
carbon stocks. &
Buffer local
weather
conditions
> Serve as a natural habitat for
vanishing flaura and fauna. Harbour a
rich environment microbiome

» Rich plant resources can be used for
developing drugs

» Platform for research on ecosystem,
environmental education

» Recreation to public and promote
eco-tourism

280

2015 | 2019 |

87 | 415 \
4 | 20| 0 8

6 | |12 | w2

31 46 | 35 4



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS IEE[EH DATED “3/7'/ 2%

e Ry s (K€1) @) i e i amaoret ) g iy ad 7o gl T A T
?JFm'qI?‘s:uz

a»mmﬁmmaqummmmmmmmm:mqwm
T2 | % TTcen e 39 agiadl & faie & 318 3TRel @1 42 Hidter B dur) M BT TE € |
19 feeel) & 3 XTI A &9 I o ETENT B R e € | prafera ey 31 R

mﬁkﬁ&lmaﬁasgﬁm T a0 L

F e @ e |
A R o B o A i
GRS | AT it 2
H @ wEr (e

2Y<h Sl UR TR

v
|
|

FR) F TR TS,
saara‘maawaaaﬁaﬁ (650 5m=r | mgﬂwmg T
‘ &hﬂgﬁﬁn@%ﬁ% IR i & wen &9 1@ 3 TR 2y ;:zmm 'w'uﬁa:fg
TR Soom.p, R 0t 1 o g ST T
R ¥ e AT 1 7 9 219180 3 Rl e RARMAAIRA
T W A9 6 T A w1 g 7@ 4 8 | i e ved kil bk
Sremretom | 150 | Eea T
AAEN el |
T SRA I T 3 5 e B A A R it g1 A 21 Wz_ﬁmmm
IP IR NPT PHEAPIAAANG | wrcirs, Gt S
13MR qfife l
T A0 SRR AR (gmaa,$m_he“m IS 3 pE1-TRwe, WRes T F g wEE
TEE AR Forior W ¥ SR e e s e & WIATAMTD 713 o) IR P I e Tt F T o T g
") :’m;.-g @aemmmﬁ S memmaﬂﬁ: mm alar-'ua?ﬁ A NAWIRW @ TE X @ 2, e 35 or"a
e e gégﬁang ﬂ““""mﬁ ?ﬁ‘lg;i:ww"ﬂ@gm: I & R 10 T B 28 WM@?‘W forem b odar q.g
= : . A ; $Eirgrd - EMIEEES T
= imﬁmﬁ:gm piscabd ) i U R S T — ¥ fate 7 o = fir % 4
el A - 1813 % g S e A aﬂmmi’lt&ﬂqm%m ﬁmﬁaﬂﬁwuﬁ TGS sfrwA T
il bbb hibiaird SEASARLUGERL I LU CE B R DU SO S A [T WA TR, A=
SIS e, frfd Tt aten  ® e st o T ¥, s i W | 3m
s F A ferg s @ &1 :rmm%am AWoht aex 7 5 -
T 81 37 T4 |
mammaaﬂ a-l-e' . | W A d R e | RO FaeR 11-12 2 |10
Qlllﬂ'[aﬂ' maﬁ' tafesrny | didns wsesen | 3
3 FUeh & R T | o frr 40
o o v bk i I I
I FHgH ITAT T
;g?mﬂm ?ﬁﬁu‘;%m ST i o 7 o 3811 " m N maﬁﬁllg 3uaf
Y F T o 9% 3 9 qfdem 1 e 1 e afew A A R e o
mmﬁmahmmq 2 7 o e g Gren ) s gt W 3 ARM TR 89 :mwu"E“‘m?m“"*""
Tt e e & s ®, A Teen T TV S A iy | ae o o) Resfes mﬁa mm"’mg'“’
v N A o I f e e e ST T T e T R T MR A 5w !ﬁmuﬁmm
“— ——— = m:amamma. T RN TR T m@%ﬁ?{gggk
1

g A A & e aw o
gt TR W 3 3 A
ﬁmzasﬂvﬁmmmpmm
R WioTaE W 2024 75 TR
w1 @, for o s e

fea I | 3= 0 o &
M b 279 .78 T Fe B
2 5 7 s seTEe O
TWF R | B T D
= & o Reaw 2020 IR
T 30 A= 3 7 P
T B AR e |

T TR W YE T6 A
TR ISR A @ AT
&9 CUIRE F e
e 2, i Wrsee 1 aifam

AT S T A
2024 71 7 2, ol dramah

AT A I e W
& o s =T R




DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS——-

Rograi

P e

% foelt, wrm wawaam
<EIT A THaR F 39 A
iamg‘h il
sany TR/
R % It %) Preerh 3 R
TF -8 F o T F
fore 3 & FreY 3iR yamam
i g R A% T FH I
T F AW ) | F+ H
T R 21 A& F7 207 W
e & foe 637 I8 &
TR 3T 56 F FEA F
Al
Siftew gvEd anl A S A
i T =R F%d guFel
AT F1 T 3 I3 U %
T S FRA I AT AT
Heiftra we ) IS AT
FESITEA T ERAE
T A g ¥ 3 e %
g fFar ST Tfeq) e
I e F) afgT F1 Ae|
mwgﬂfﬁﬁ:;‘zﬂw 29
i e
gﬁmﬁéﬂﬁhﬁﬂ!?l
FagIafam A Fedfe2
FaaT 2020 F T T GHF TF
aAEd THT T3 F FreA 3R
TR HA T Srgfe A
ft1 17 9% 2022 DISTTTCWF
Y637 TR FTARMAHH iR
56 421 F FEA 7 AR N 2
&1 g aeA A 6,930 HrEgw
frar o a1l wr @ wer e

IS Blceia siep
Tgarssiy

/EL e U D |

Sigara el

#é 3 aftr ¥ 3u g
D S T IR B

A9 T

LK

o mfy e o/a & fav

TR IFENBIARE

Jfeifva wlfeeficy Fea

T I A AT D)

78 fad A W 1

TR P37 B ey 7

@ ¢ o [ 7 A Rofm @
t 17 oo o o
i off ffga @l an

e

fafore fredl & T21 F 6930

¥ a A ™
3R Frites & FwgER 3.95
Fr3 598 Wt o feg g A
A FieE F 29 7 F A
F@ FT WA 17 W 2022
F amw % s o frn
T AR R EA F1
qF R

el o ot
e |

pATED-22 [;?/ —

A R e pietfer
I ed ¢ol DI FARI 4 S

7 feeht, aftarrameem | el a g
4 8 1 T FAFA H A FI A
@ 81 TreERETE-2041 ¥ 39 =4
famfer st 78 &, fge® amar WY
F1 3R AT AR TR TAA R
U T 81 % WER Q Hepd e @
I 8 I IR HH 13T S| 3R
Wmia“:mﬁmzmsam
TR FEACA B TEa Rl
2ET TR TRAEH 2041 F W
A T TP R A die
% fawiitn = 7 31 999 % B0 1
ot & gt ot ot e & ot

I 7€ B W w2021 F F
WA 4 3 T i W T 5e
Tl & 39 A 70 & Fio e g
£, o Sor AT A R
}Zh‘!ﬁﬁaﬁ%aﬁmﬂia
WA TR E A
mﬁaﬁﬂmaawzﬁtl

EEGILEEE L b e CR et SR e o)
S| Fras o Tl SRl A 3FT
v FEion & fad Sy daw 3t
R Fopd PR ¥ R S A
QRS R S A S |

——



