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‘MY DELHI

Elevated corridor in west Delhi
to ease tratfic mess on Ring Rd

Paras Singh

paras@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: Deputy chief minis-
ter Manish Sisodia on Thursday
launched construction work a
slew of infrastructure projects
that include construction of a
new three lane flyover, addition
of lanes to two existing flyovers,
and extension of a third one
between west Delhi's Punjabi
Bagh and Raja Garden.

The new infrastructure will
help decongest the Ring Road in
west Delhi, said Sisodia while
laying down the foundation
stone for the works. The new
corrider will also provide seam-
less connectivity between
Dhaula Kuan in south Delhi to
Azadpur in north Delhi.

“The new flyover will reduce
the traffic load on this (west
Delhi) section of the Ring Road.
It will not only save the time for
commuters but will also lead to
reduction in fuel consumption.
Once completed. the project is
estimated to save around 18 lakh
litres of fuel and prevent annual
emissions of 1.6 lakh [160,000]
tonnes of carbon dioxide,” said
Sisodia, who holds the PWD
portfolio.

The minister added that the

Decongesting west Delhi

The corridor improvement an Ring Road will

also provide better connectivity to Dhaula Kuan_

Delhi
¥352.3cr | 1.5yrs
Estimated Estimated
cost | completion time Indira
® Colony

What the project entails _ & Rohtakpg
* (One lane will be added to the Punjabi 8&

two existing one-way flyovers  Bagh &
* A parallel three-lane flyover will 4.@ '34:,,

be constructed @ %
* Service lanes and ramps near \"F Moti

ESIC haspitals will be improved ® Raj Nagar
* Revamp of drains, service lanes Garden

and art work along the corridor

works will be completed in the
next one-and-a-half years.

A senior PWD official associ-
ated with the project said that
Punjabi Bagh has two one-way
flyovers located near Raja Gar-
den and Club Road.

“Both of them are two-lane
flyovers. Under the corridor
improvement project, we will
add one lane each to the two
existing flyovers and constructa
new three-lane flyover that will
run parallel to the two struc-
tures. In addition to adding one

lane each to the two flyovers,
they will be extended to make
them a contiguous elevated cor-
ridor,” said the official.

On completion of the work,
the flyover at Club Road inter-
section will provide smooth flow
of traffic up to the ESI Hospital
on Ring Road.

Explaining the importance of
the project, a second official
associated with the project said
that the traffic load on this sec-
tion of Ring Road is high as it
receives incoming traffic from

neighbouring Haryana through
National Highway 10 and Rohtak
Road. “This is the arterial con-
nection between north Dethi and
south Delhi, Gurugram. Hun-
dreds of thousands of commut-
ers use this stretch, resulting in
traffic jams specially during
peak rush hours,” said the sec-
ond official.

The project also includes the
improvement of subway ramps
near ESI hospital towards the
service road and development of
drains, footpaths and strength-
ening and beautification of exist-
ing roads by installing street art-
work, Sisodia added

“PWD and our engineers are
working on expanding the roads
of Delhi and decongesting the
city. To achieve the objective,
doubling and expanding the fly-
over at Punjabi Bagh will prove
to be a game changer,” said Siso-
dia.

The foundation stone laying
ceremony was also attended by
MLAs from neighbouring Moti
Nagar Shiv Charan Goyal, and
Girish Soni of Madipur,

The infrastructure planning
arm of DDA - the Unified Traffic
and Transportation Infrastruc-
ture (planning and engineering)
Centre or UTTIPEC had cleared

the project in December 2020,
The expenditure finance com-
mittee of the Delhi government
provided the financial approval
for the project on May 10, 2022.

Sewa Ram, professor of trans-
port planning at Delhi-based
School of Planning and Architec-
ture, said the one-way flyovers
work in areas with specific
needs. For instance, if there is an
intersection where traffic from
one side can be shifted to an ele-
vated section, while vehicles
from the other side can continue
o remain at surface level, such
infrastructure may be planned.

“However, if you need to add
a lane to make it a two-way fly-
over, then it means that the
designers and planners failed to
foresee and the traffic growth at
the site. Single carriageway fly-
overs do not work at intersection
of two major roads because at
some point, the turning traffic at
surface level will begin to have a
spillover effect on the other car-
riageway. There is a life cycle of
the intersection that should be
kept in mind while making such
infrastructure interventions,” he
added.

He said that similar problems
were faced at Rao Tula Ram fly-
over and Sarai Kale Khan.
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‘World Class’ Revamp
Of AIIMS Set To Start

18 of 20 Approvals From Different Agencies Secured

Times News NETWORK

New Delhi: The redevelop-
ment of All India Institute of
Medical Sciences (AIIMS) in-
to a “world-class medical uni-
versity” is likely to start soon
with the apex committee ma-
naging to secure 18 of the 20
statutoryapprovals from mul-
tiple agencies for the imple-
mentation of the project.

The committee is yet to get
the tree-cutting permission
from the forest and environ-
ment department despite
identifyving 26 hectares in Ava
Nagar and six hectares in Sul-
tanpur for compensatory affo-
restation and tree transplan-
tation, said sources. “If all
approvals arrive in time, the
project will start by the end of
this vear,” said an official.

Lieutenant governor V K
Saxena on Thursday chaired
thefourth meetingof thecom-
mittee, constituted to facilita-
te approvals for implemen-
ting the Master Plan of Rede-
velopment of AIIMS, and re-
viewed the progress of the

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

The only major pending
approval is for cutting
trees from the forest
and environment
department, which is
awaited for about a
month and a half

project, which has been app-
roved by the Union Cabinet.
Accordingtoofficials, Sax-
ena had emphasised on seam-
less coordination and expedi-
tious approvals from various
agencies, including Delhi De-
velopment Authority, Unified
Traffic and Transportation
Infrastructure (Planning and
Engineering) Centre, New
Delhi Municipal Council, Del-
hi Fire Service, Delhi Jal Bo-
ard, Airport Authority of In-
dia, Delhi Urban Arts Com-
mission and Delhi govern-
ment's departments in the
previous meeting on July 26.
Major nods received by the
committee include designation

File phato

smothil

The committee is yet to get tree-cutting permission from the forest and
environment department despite identifying 26 hectares in Aya Nagar
and six hectares in Sultanpur for compensatory afforestation

of five land parcels belongingto
ATIMS for redevelopment in the
zonaldevelopment planof Zone
F, change of land use, develop-
ment control norms for a unifi-
ed campus and transportation
plan, allocation of water, fire
clearance, and sewage re-rou-
ting, and height approval.

“The only major pending
approval is that of tree cutting
from the forest and environ-
ment department, which is
awaited for about a month and
a half The LG expressed his
displeasure at this inordinate
delay that could affect this pro-
ject of national importance,
which promises to augment
medical services and educa-
tion to the people of the count-
ry," said an official. “The LG is
likely to take up the matter
with chief minister Arvind
Kejriwal to ensure an early so-
lution,” he added.

Sourcessaid thatoutofthe
5,575 trees at the redevelop-
ment site, 2,934 will be retai-
ned while 1,910 will be trans-
planted and 731 to be felled.
The project has already recei-
ved State Environment Im-
pact Assessment Authority’s
(SEIAA)clearance.

“The project will lead to
the removal of 47% of the tre-
es on site. SEIAA tried to
get project proponents to re-
duce removal of trees, but on-
ly a few could be saved,” said
an official.

Officials said the other
pending issue was the conver-
sion of five land parcels into
oneplotallotted toasingleles-
see by the land and develop-
ment office, a procedural mat-
ter that is likely to be resolved
within afew days.

T -——-DATED-——-emmemmemmeee
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Yamuna water level receding
but still above danger mark

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The water level
in Yamuna in Delhi has receded
slightly but it is still above the
danger mark of 205.33 metres
and the affected people will
have to wait for a few more
days before they can return to
their houses in low-lying areas
along the river, officials said on
Thursday.

According to the Central
Water Commission’s data, the
water level in the Yamuna
dipped from 206.59 metres at
7 am on Wednesday, the high-
est since August 2019, to 205.37
metres at 9 am on Thursday.lt
is likely to drop below the dan-
ger mark of 205.33 metres dur-
ing the day.

The city administration
had issued a flood alert, sus-
pended rail traffic movement
on the Old Yamuna Bridge and
evacuated around 6,500 people
from low-lying areas close to
the Yamuna on Tuesday as the
river breached the evacuation
mark of 206 metres following
a late spell of heavy rain in the
upper catchment arecas, espe-
cially Uttarakhand and Him-

et LSS e

Submerged shanties in a low-lying area near the Yamuna river, in New Delhi, on Thursday Pl

achal Pradesh, last week.
Since there has been no sig-
nificant rainfall in the upper
catchment areas over the last
to three days, the water flow
rate from Haryana’s Hathni-
kund Barrage has also come
down from 96,000 cusecs at 7
am on Tuesday to 25,400 cusecs
at 9 am on Wednesday and fur-
ther to 17,800 cusecsat 9 am on

Thursday. One cusec is equiva-
lent to 28.32 litres per second.

Normally, the flow rate
at the Hathnikund barrage is
352 cusecs, but the discharge
increases after heavy rainfall in
the catchment areas.

The water discharged from
the barrage normally takes
two to three days to reach the
national Capital.

Officials said civil defence
workers deployed in the affected
low-lying areas are asking peo-
ple not to move back to their
houses till the water recedes to
the normal level.

The low-lying areas near the
river in Delhi are considered
vulnerable to flooding and are
home to around 37,000 people.

Most of the people shitted

to safer places themselves. The
Delhi administration had to
evacuate around 6,500 people
and move them to community
centres, schools and temporary
tents, an official said.

“We expect the water to
recede to normal levels in two
to three days. Thereafter. these
people can go back to their
places,” he said.

Though the land along the
Yamuna belongs to the Delhi
Development Authority, Rev-
enug Department and private
individuals, encroachments
have come up on a large part
of the river tloodplains over
the years. Normally, tflooding
in the Yamuna is reported in
July or August which receive
maximum rainfall during the
MONsSEON $eason.

Also, this was the second
time within two months that
a swollen Yamuna inundated
low-lying areas in Delhi, forcing
people to shift to sater places.

The Yamuna had breached
the danger mark of 205.33
metres on August 12, follow-
ing which around 7,000 people
were evacuated from the low-
lying areas near the riverbanks.



