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Saplings being planted in bulk to
achieve targets: Plea in High Court

MALAVIKA PRASAD
NEW DELHI, SEPTEMBER 27
THE DELHIHigh Court Tuesday is-
sued notices to the Delhi govern-
ment, Ministry of Environment,
Forest and Climate Change and
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA)ina public interest litigation
(PIL), which states that bulk/sin-
gle-day plantations are done by
public authorities in the national
capital to "achieve numerical tar-
gets”. The plea seeks an SIT probe
to ascertain the numberand kind
of saplings planted in Dethiin the

and the survival. _
The counsel for the peti-

tioner, Akash Vashishtha, argued
that none of the agencies that
conducted plantations were
maintaining proper records re-
garding the species, numbers,
exact areas, geotagged locations,
costs involved andsurvival.
“No information pertaining
to the plantationsare made pub-
lically available on their web-
sites, not al owing acommon cit-
jzen to view such important

this month and 0

*handra Sharm:
terest litigation 1

HC lame

. pelhi High Court on Tues

nted tli?: death of two persons who inhaled
miic gases inside a sewer in the cap
. hserved that desp

3 P scavenging wo to be p
mgﬁe‘;s}x hench headed by Chief Justice Satish
I a, who
nitiated on its 0

information and participateorto
provide feedback. The grim sur-
vival rate is primarily because of
the wrong method, single-day
bulk plantations; invasive
species are planted instead of na-
tive ones whichiis destroying the
city's biodiversity,” Vashishtha
subrnitted. The pleahasbeen pre-
ferred by environmentalist Diwan
Singh, to apprise the courtof "the
improper, haphazard, mindless,
unsdientific, non-native, biodiver-
sity-discouraging, invasive, eco-
logically-disastrous and inconse-
quential plantations being carried
out. inter alia, by the Department
of Environment and Forests,
Government of National Capital
Territory; Delhi Development
Authority (DDA); Municipal
Corporationof Delhi (MCD); New
Delhi Municipal Council; PWD;
CPWD: Airports Authority of
India; and the Archaeological
Survey of India".

The plea states that the land
available for plantations in Delhi
is scarce and the number of
saplings planted ona given piece
of land is disproportionately ex-
cessive, which leads to unnatu-

THE TIMES OF
\WEDNESDAY, SE

"nesday la-

ital earlier
ite there be-
rk continues o be per

was hearing public in
wn based on i

nts death of

rally cluttered/crowded and un-
healthy growth. The petition also
raises the issue of high mortality
of saplings, grimsurvival rate,and
the lack of adequate mainte-
nance/care needed for fresh, ten-
der saplings.

The petitioner has prayed for
the constitution of a SIT or any
other appropriate independent
inquiry committee comprising
expert agencies to look into the
issue. The petition further prays
for the constitution of an inde-
pendent expert committee toas-
sess and verify the mortality and
survival of saplings in all future
plantations of all departments.
The plea further seeks that
Ministry of Environment, Forest
& Climate Change be directed to
issue directions under Section5
of the Environment (Protection)
Act, 1986 toall departments con-
ducting plantations, to necessar-
ily maintain all fresh or compen-
satory plantations for a
minimum period of 8-10 years,
either departmentally or
through contractors.

The matter is next listed on
February 7,2023.

INDIA, NEW DELHI
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September Y in Quter De
ter they inhaled tox icgas

“The matter pertains
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' Petition claims
‘haphazard’
plantation, HC
seeks response

Times News NeTwork

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
on Tuesday sought the stand
of the Centreand the Delhi go-
vernment on a petition rai-
sing concerns about planta-
tion exercises carried out in
thecity by theauthorities

A bench of Chief Justice

Satish Chandra Sharma and

:Justice Subramonium Prasad

issued notice on the public in-

tgrest litigation by Diwan

Singh, an environmentalist,

who asserted that there were

“unscientific and haphazard

plantations” in the national ca-

p_itaJ.faUnwed by “high morta-
lity” due to absence of adequa-
te care. The court also sought
the response of other authori-
ties, including DDA, MCD, pub-
licworksdepartment.and Cen-
tral Pollution Control Board.
The petitioner: represented
by lawyer Akash Vashishtha,
claimed that to achieve the nu-
merical targets, the public aut-
horities were conducting

“bulk/single-day plantations”

and even planting ornamental
and exotic saplings at
the costof native vari-

| eties, ignoring the

| principles laid down

|' under Delhi Preserva-
tionof Trees Act, 1994,

| The PILstated that
the purpose behind

‘ plantations was to re-

‘ duce pollution, but the
same remained
“unaccomplished” in

‘ spite of huge costs to

| the public exchequer,

[ and the petitioner,

| thus, prayed that a

| special investigation
team or an indepen-

. dent expert commit:

toe be constituted to

look into the matter. A
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THE HINDU

DDA likely to issue

conditional notice for

Land Pooling Policy

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) is soon
likely to issue a conditional
notice for the formation of
a consortium at Sector -17A
in Zone- N, identified as
part of the urban body’s
land pooling policy (LPP),
according to a senior DDA
official.

The urban body first is-
sued conditional notices
for consortium formation
to landowners in May in
three sectors in Zones N
and P-II.

The conditional notices
provide the landowners,
who have expressed their
interest in the LPP, a pe-
riod of 90 days to convince
the remaining landowners
to participate and ensure a
minimum of 70% contigu-
ous land in a sector ear-
marked for the LPP.

The failure to convince
other owners to pool in
their land parcels within

|'§f-‘d‘| wmg'm‘%% W**W;'Rémq;ﬁ'iléqﬂ* e T ﬁ:ﬂ;ﬁmﬁq #1383

The urban body
issued conditional
notices for
consortium
formation in May

the stipulated time results
in the notices being can-
celled or withdrawn.

“We have received close
to 140 applications by own-
ers who are willing to pool
in 130 hectares of land,
since the portal for appli-
cations was reopened in
May. More conditional not-
ices may be issued in the
meanwhile,” said the DDA
official.

The official added that
the urban body is also
reaching out to convince
landowners in the remaing
ing zones to participate in
the policy. Currently, 104
villages — which have been
divided into six zones and
further divided into 129
sectors — have been identi-
fied for land pooling.
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L-G gives go ahead to

Dwarka mobility plan  Jeath of

SATVIKA MAHAJAN

NEW DELHI: Delhi VK. Sax-
ena chaired the 66th Meeting of
the Governing Body of Unified
Traffic & Transportation Infra-
structure Planning & Engineer-
ing Center (UTTIPEC) on
September 26, 2022,

He approved the action
taken report from the last
meeting held on April 26,
2022 and various far-reaching
projects that will help ease the
traffic situation and improve
transport and transit in the
city were deliberated upon
and approved. Saxena stressed
upon the need for comprehen-
sive prospective planning that
took into account all devel-
opmental projects in an area
before finalizing the proposals
for approval of UTTIPEC.

The L-G was informed that
widening of the road from
existing 7 metres to 30 metres.
would require acquisition of
private land and more impor-
tantly clearance of the Forest
Department that had declared
the entire area as ‘morpho-
logical ridge’ for a project of
approach road from Chattarpur
to Institutional area in Maidan
Garhi. He issued instructions
to DDA to explore the possi-

bility of widening the road to
the extent possible taking into
account the land available with
DDA, Gram Sabha and the For-
est Department and also came
up with another design which
included the private land.

Fresh proposals were also
approved during the meet-
ing, such as Implementation
of Master Plan of AIIMS New
Delhi, Preparation of cycle
track on the route across Delhi-
NCR, Preparation of Com-
prehensive Mobility Plan for
Dwarka (K-11) Zone, and Multi
Modal Integration (MMI) Plan
of Thandewalan Metro Station,
Rajendra Place Metro Station
and Nangloi Metro Station,

Saxena also expressed dis-
satisfaction over the lack of
inter-agency coordination
for successful implementa-
tion of the hitherto approved
MMI plans for 59 Metro
stations.
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Delhi HC laments e @2

2 In sewer

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High
Court Tuesday lamented the
death of two persons who
inhaled toxic gases inside a
sewer in the national capital
earlier this month and observed
that despite there being laws,
scavenging work continues to
be performed.

A bench headed by Chief
Justice Satish Chandra Sharma,
who was hearing PIL initiated
on its own based on a news
report of the incident, granted
time to the Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) to state its
stand.

A sweeper and a security
guard died on September 9 in
Outer Delhi’s Mundka area after
they inhaled toxic gases inside
a sewer.

When the sweeper had gone
down to clean the sewer, he
fainted and the guard followed
to rescue him and he also fell
unconscious, the police had said.

The two men were taken
to a hospital where they were

declared brought dead.

The matter pertains to the
death of a scavenger and despite
all the laws, they were forced to
do this, the bench also com-
prising Justice Subramonium
Prasad observed on Tuesday.

Senior advocate Rajshek-
har Rao, the amicus curiae in
the case, told the court that as
recorded in an earlier order
passed by the high court in
another case, between 2012
and 2017, there were over 800
cases of deaths of safai karam-
charis in the city.

Delhi government counsel
Santosh Kumar Tripathi said
that an FIR has already been
registered concerning the inci-
dent and the executing agency
should be made liable.
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