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Delhi Master Plan
‘can’t be in limbo,
‘notify by April: SC

* HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The draft Master
Plan of Delhi-2041 (MPD-2041),
which was put in the public
domain in June 2021, is likely to
be notified by April next year,
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) has informed the
Supreme Court.
After additional solicitor gen-
eral Aishwarya Bhati gave the
apex court the cut-off dates for
final approval and notification of
the draft, a bench of justices San-
jay Kishan Kaul and Abhay S
OKka in its September 13 order
said, “Even though the dates
given are tentative, we expect
these dates to be strictly adhered
to as the matter cannot remain
in limbo for ad infinitum period
of time. We are sure that final
Master Plan would be published
on or before 30.04.2023."

As per the initial plan, the
MPD-2041 was to come into
effect from this year, but got
delayed as the DDA is in the
process of finalising key policies
such as the Green Development
Area (GDA) policy, and incorpo-
rate the suggestions/objections
received from the public on the
draft plan.

As per its submission in the
apex court, the reworked MPD-
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2041 will be placed in the author-
ity meeting, which is chaired by
lieutenant governor Vinai
Kumar Saxena, in the first week
of December.

Once approved by the author-
ity, it will be sent to the Union
ministry for housing and urban
affairs (Mohua) for final notifica-
tion by January 15, 2023,

The DDA has been working
on finalising key policies and
necessary amendments pro-
posed in the Delhi Development
Act, 1957 by the Centre. “Changes
have been suggested in the Delhi
Development Act, 1957 to facili-
tate the implementation of the
land pooling policy, which was
notified in 2018," said a DDA offi-
cial.

One of the key policies which
are yet to be finalised is the GDA
policy that is aimed at regulating
development in villages in the
greenbelt located on- the out-
skirts of the city and regularisa-
tion of farmhouses. Earlier this
month, the ministry of housing
and urban affairs held a meeting
with stakeholders to discuss the
GDA policy, which will be noti-
fied along with the MPD-2041,

“We are in *he process of final-
ising the plan. We have held

detailed discussions on varioug

policy provisions,” the DDA offi-
cial said.
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Two societies
get HCnod to
hold Ramlila
events in parks

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Delhi High Court
hasgranted permissiontotwo
societies to hold Dussehra
and Ramlila celebrations in
two separate parks in the city
and directed them to scrupu-
lously follow all safety norms.

The two societies approa-
ched the high court saying
that they have been holding
Ramlila and Dussehra cele-
brations in these parks for the
last several years. Delhi Deve-
lopment Authority (DDA) had
been granting permission to
hold the celebrations at the
same venues, but it was decli-
ned thistime, they claimed.

JusticeDinesh Kumar Shar-
ma noted an office order passed
by DDA on August 22 and said
the agency itself reserved the
specificsitesforthe period from
September 6 to October 15 for
these committees, so that they
are not booked for any other so-
cial and cultural function by
any other organising commit-
tee through the online mode.

The decision was taken fol-
lowing a meeting held under
the chairmanship of lieute-
nant governor. “The order da-
ted August 22, 2022 further re-
ads that all concerned were re-
quested to take immediate ac-
tionaccordingly for thesmooth
implementation of the above-
mentioned directions. It wasal-
so directed that other terms
and conditions will remain the
same as per the existing poli-
cy,” the high court noted in two
separate but similar orders.

While the court permitted
Shree Keshav Dharmik Ramli-
la Committee to hold Ramleela
and Dussehra celebrations
from September 24 till October
5at Maharishi Dayanand Park
near Kanhaiya Nagar Metro
Station in Tri Nagar, it allowed
Aastha Ramlila Committee to
do so at Dr Hedgewar Park, Sa-
raswati Garden in Kirti Nagar.

The counsel for DDA sub-
mitted that public parks in Del-
hicannot be used for marriage,
holding Ramlila, or commerci-
al purposes, Advocate Gagan
Gandhi, representing the peti-
tioner, showed the court a list
submitted by Delhi Dharmik
Mahasangh where the names
of petitioner committees appe-
arandalso placed onrecordthe

DDA’ office order.

The court said in view of
the office order of DDA, the
two committees be permitted
to hold Ramleela and Dusgseh-
racelebrationsintherespecti-
ve parks. “The petitioner soci
ety (s) shall also follow scru

pulously all the safety norms
and other norms as prescri-
bed by the NGT, Delhi Police,
DFS, MCD, and other connec-
ted organisations,” it said.
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SC’s Hawk Eye Set To
Give MPD-41 Big Push

Court Wants Strict Adherence To April Date

Vibha.Sharma@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The draft Master
Plan of Delhi 2041 is likely to
benotified by April30 next ye-
ar with the Supreme Courtdi-
recting a ‘strict’ adherence to
the timeline given by Delhi
Development Authority.

In its submission to the
apex court, DDA put the dead-
line for tabling MPD-2041 for
the first week of December,
carrying out modifications as
perdecisionsafterdiscussions
for the last week of December,
and requesting the Union hou-
sing and urban affairs mini-
stry for final approval and no-
tification by January 15,2023.

“Even though the dates gi-
ven are tentative, we expect
thesedatestobe strictly adhe-
red to as the matter cannotre-
main in limbo for an infini-
tum period of time,” the Su-
preme Court said recently.
“We are sure that the Master
Plan will be published on or
before April 30,2023.”

The existing Master Plan
2021 was notified on February
7, 2007. MPD-2041, which was
supposed to have been imple-
mented early this year, got de-
layed for various reasons, in-
cluding failure to finalise the
Green Development Area

(GDA)policy, theamendments
made in the Delhi Develop-
ment Act by the Union urban
affairs ministry and the delay

in incorporation of sugges-
tions made by the public.
Thedelay intheapproval of
GDA policy has led to the
mushrooming of illegal farm-
houses in Delhi's villages, said
experts. The policy, which
aims to regulate development
in designated rural areas and

SUPREME COURT SAYS

Even though the dates
given are tentative,
we expect these dates
to be strictly adhered
to as the matter
cannot remain in
limbo for an infinitum
period of time

green belts in the city, will be
notified along with MPD-2041.
Bhupinder Bazad, presi-
dent, Master Plan Commit-
tee, Delhi Dehat Vikas
‘Manch, said that the GDA po-
licy was notified in 2013, ex-
cept for notification of char-
ges and regulations. “But it
was reconsidered and since
then, DDA has invited objec-
tions several times. The poli-
cy is yet to be approved,” said
Bazad. “It will decide the fate
of 88 villagesand help inplan-
ned development there. In its
absence, illegal construction
isrampant in villages.”

The urban affairs mini-
stry held a meeting with sta-
keholders 10 days ago to hear
theirviews. In August, themi-
nistry also proposed amend-
ments in the Delhi Develop-
mentAct,1957.as partof “pre-
legislative consultation for
the information of the pub-
lic/stakeholders”. A period of
30 days was given for com-
ments and feedback on the
amendmenton the ministry’s
website and that period is ex-
pected to end this month. The
amendments are meant to fa-
cilitate the implementation
of theland pooling policy.

DDA approved MPD-2014
in April last year. It was pla-
ced in the public domain in
June for the public to send in
their objections and sugges-
tions. In April this year. the
DDA Advisory Council, hea-
ded by the then lieutenant go-
vernor, Anil Baijal, reviewed
the draft of the master plan.
which has incorporated aro-
und 33,000 objections and sug-
gestions from the public.

However, before a final
nod, the new LG, Vinai Kumar
Saxena, decided to review the
plan again. In August, there
wasa presentation before Sax-
ena. “The LG raised points re-
lated to non-proliferation of
slums and ensuring that
unauthorised colonies got ac-
cess to all necessary ameniti-
es,”anofficial had said.
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Kalkaji sl

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) has con-
ducted the third draw of

Through its previous
draws conducted in Febru-
ary and June this year, the
DDA issued allotment-cum-
demand letters to 1,576 elig-
ible households at the JJ

lots for 285 eligible families  cluster, while it has con-
from the Bhoomiheen structed 3,024 flats at the
Camp ] cluster as part of its  project site.

in situ slum rehabilitation A senior DDA official said
project at Kalkaji Extension.  there will be “no more”
The result of the draw was  draws for the households at
published on Thursday. the Kalkaji JJ cluster, adding

millenniumpost

HC PERMITS TWO SOCIETIES TO HoLp
DUSSEHRA, RAMLEELA IN PARKS HERE

NEW DELHI: The Delhi High Court has

granted per-

mission to two societies to hold Dussehra and Ramleelq

celebrations at two separate parks in Tri

Nagar and

Kirti Nagar here while directing them to scrupulous|
follow all safety norms. The two societies approach yd
the high court saying that they have been holdin .
Ramleela and Dussehra celebrations in these puis
for the last several years and earlier DDA had been

granting permission to hold

same venues but not this time. The coun:

the celebrations at the
sel for the soci-

efies submitted that they had applied for th i

d e permis-
sion on August 25 but DDA did not respond 1opther;:‘s
request after which they approached the high court,

that “all eligible households
at the Bhoomiheen Camp
have been covered”.
“Those remaining from
the total 2,890 households
identified at the JJ cluster
are not eligible for a house
under the project and a list
of these non-eligible house-
holds will be published.
The eligibility for a house
under this projéct is deter-
mined by a committee

based on the documents
provided by the families.
The list of households that
are not eligible has not
been publicly disclosed,”
said the DDA official.

Confusion over draws

However, the residents at
the Bhoomiheen Camp,
whose names have yet not
come up in the dfaw of lots,”
said they were “assured of

| W%?‘l:

more draws to be conduct-
ed later”.

“Upon seeing the latest
draw results, we went to
meet some of the officials
concerned who told us
that they will conduct
more draws for the remain-
ing families at the camp.
Even a few days ago, we
were told that close to
2,900 families from the
Bhoomiheen Camp will be
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um rehab: 285 families selected in third draw of lots

given homes. But we are
confused as to what the fi-
nal number is. We will have
to wait and see whether
more draws are actually
conducted,” said Sagar, a
resident who has not been
allotted a flat yet.

The senior DDA official
said the remaining flats
(1,163 of 3,024) will be used
to accommodate families
from the nearby JJ clusters

-~ Navjeevan Camp and Ja-
waharlal Nehru Camp. Ho-
wever, no figures have been
provided regarding the to-
tal number of households
that have been identified in
the two camps. _
Earlier, another senior
DDA official had said “a
new housing scheme” has
been developed for the two
camps on a public-private
partnership model.
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