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LG shifts DUSIB
~ CEO over night
 shelter condition

i ate on Monday, LG VK
i  Saxena transferred Delhi
Urban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) CEO K Ma-
hesh to the office of Union
Territory Civil Services as
special director. The charge
of DUSIB washandedoverto
social welfare secretary Ga-
rima Gupta. The decision to
transfer Mahesh was taken
afterthe LGfoundalargenu-
mber of homeless people sl_e-
eping in the open in the bit-
ter cold. Saxena had held a
surprise inspection of night
shelters on December 23. P6
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“‘Homeless Sleeping In Open’:
Saxena Transfers DUSIB CEQ

LG ‘Dismayed’ At Unhygienic Conditions Around Shelters

TiMes NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: Late on Monday,
LG VK Saxena transferred Del-
hiUrban Shelter Improvement
Board (DUSIB) CEO K Mahesh
totheoffice of Union Territory
Civil Services as special direc-
tor. The charge of DUSIB was
handed over to social welfare
secretary Garima Gupta.

The decision to transfer
Mahesh was taken after the
LG found alarge number of ho-
meless sleeping in the open in
the bitter cold. Saxena had
conducted a surprise inspec-
tion of night shelters located
near Hanuman Mandir and
Kashmere Gate ISBT on De-
cember 23. While he found the
arrangements inside the shel-
ters satisfactory, officials said

AN OFFICIAL SAYS

The shelters have a
combined capacity of
only about 600 beds
and thousands are
forced to sleep on
the pavements

rd

he was dismayed at the unhy-
gienic conditions and lack of
cleanliness around them.
“The shelters have a combi-
ned capacity of only about 600
beds and thousands are forced
tosleeponthe pavements in the
bitter cold,” said an official.
The LG also flagged the is-
sue of “inhumane” sanitary
conditions at the night
shelters. “Duetolack of to-
ilets, the occupants and
others are forced to defeca-

te in the open, mostly on the
Yamuna banks. Apart from
polluting the river, this also po-
ses a severe health hazard to
the homeless. Also, there were
no enclosures or facilities for
people, including women, to
haveabath,” the official said.
Sources in DUSIB, howe-
ver, said the area was largely
occupied by beggars and
drugaddicts who preferred to
remain outside to collect fo-
od, blankets and other items
given by people. “Removing
beggars is the responsibility
of the social welfare depart-
ment, while police deal with
drug addicts. To build more
toilets, land has to be provi-
ded by DDA and sewer lines
must be laid by Delhi Jal Bo-
ard. Removal of garbage and
encroachment is MCD’s re-
sponsibility,” said a source.
Mahesh, who assumed the

chargeof DUSIB in May, was gi-
ven the responsibility in June
toprovideanadequate number
of temporary toilet facilities to
slum dwellers at Jailorwala
Bagh where a world-class nur-
sery is being developed.
“DUSIB failed to provide
such facilities, which not only
caused immense hardship to
slum dwellers but also delayed
the project by three months,
Theslum dwellers are forced to
defecate along the nearby rail-
way tracks,” the official said.
While Gupta will have the
additional charge of secretary
(women and child develop-
ment) and MD of Shahjahana-
bad Redevelopment Corpora-
tion, she has been relieved of
the charge of special commiys-
sioner (transport), which has
now been given to Virendra Ku-
mar, secretary of SC/ST/QBC
and minorities department.
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After visit to night
shelter, Delhi L-G
‘sh_unts’ bureaucrat
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tached to the night shelters, the

and porta cabins being used as
night shelters at present. The
combined capacity of these is
18.537.On Monday night, only
around 7,000 people slept in the
shelters, of which, there are 19
porta cabins and nine tents in the
ISBT and Hanuman Mandir.
The area is home to several
beggars as well as the homeless,
who either pull rickshaws or do

shelters is a challenge.
“Concerted efforts have been

the land and the National Green

occupants and others were Tribunal has banned construc-
forced to defecate in the open,  tionactivities on the floodplains.
mostly on the adjacent Yamuna The L-G, meanwhile, said that
bank”. He also flagged thelackof  action against Mahesh was war-
faclities to bathe. ranted because he, as DUSIB CEO,

Mahesh did not respond to  had failed to set up toilets for res-
queries on his transfer. idents of the Jailorwala Bagh

Thereare 253 buildings, tents,  slum in Ashok Vihar so that the

“ambitious world-class nursery
project — Vaishnavi” could start
adjacent toit.

“The residents of the neigh-
bouring slum cluster, in absence
of toilets. .. are forced todefecate
inthe open on the nearby railway
track or on the land, where the
nursery is being developed,” the
pressrelease added.

Officials, however, stated that

odd jobs during the day. Several ~ several meetings and joint in-
ofthemsleepnearthetemple.  spections had been held in

According to DUSIB sources,  December with DDA to identify
getting people to use the night  land and allot it to build toilets,

On December 22, DUSIB had
‘written to DDA on the issue.
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LG transfers DUSIB CEO

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI
| elhi Lieutenant Governor
Vinai Kumar Saxena has
transterred Delhi Urban Shelter
Improvement Board (DUSIB)
CEO K Mahesh, a 2009 batch
IAS officer to the Union
Territory Civil Services (UTSC)
as Special Director and is "con-
templating further action”
against him for alleged dere-
lictien of duty. Garima Gupta,
Secretary (Social Welfare), has
been given the charge of
DUSIB.

This comes after Lt
| Governor’s visit to night shel-
ters run by DUSIB at ISBT and
Hanuman ~ Mandir on
December 23 ( Friday) where
it was found that, while all the
shelters at the location had a

total capacity of only about-600

beds, there were thousands
who were forced to sleep on the
pavements in bitter cold.
During his visit, Saxena
had also flagged the issue of
inhumane sanitary conditions
for the occupants, as indeed for
other homeless, forced to reside
on streets under open sky.
Due to severe lack of toilet
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facilities attached to the Night
Shelters, the occupants and
others were forced to defecate
in the open, mostly on the adja-
cent Yamuna bank. This, apart
from polluting the river, also
posed severe health hazards to
an already marginalized peeple
forced to live on streets.

" K. Mahesh, who has been
CEO (DUSIB) since May 31,
2022 had been tasked in the
month of June, 2022 with the
responsibility of providing ade-
quate temporary toilet facilities
to the slum dwellers  at
Jailorwala Bagh, adjacent to.the
DDA land where the ambitious
world class nursery project -
Vaishnavi, is being developed
as per directions of the Lt
Governor, immediately after he
took over. '
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