DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

THE TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELHI
FRIDAY, NOVEMBER 11, 2022

- NEWSPAPERS-----------

TEHA 25 | ﬂifewﬁuw.nm'zozi

7 feee, 11 744y, 2022

. 11
IGI flooding: DDA | B
00 L DA to o g # i T3 TRUE
start work on drainage ‘ T R O T R
system in Dwarka e & g sl
1
Times News NeTwork Delhi government’s environ- % aﬁm%ﬂ'ﬂ;ﬁ m { FESAE) T
ment and forests department, d o faam 11
New Delhi: To address the workcouldn'tbestarted. '@I‘ﬁ{ﬂﬂ%ﬂﬁﬁ{ﬁ%l W bl -qjm -
]qng-pendi.ng problem of floo- “After completion of the ﬂﬁ'ﬂ‘{x’lmmm faert & 99 9 3?‘33 ki T-Hﬁ
dlrclig of r'uréways. te:‘r‘r}iqgls survey and other on-ground FREY FER T fd W F Fior FE W= A W A
and surrounding areas o - exercises, we sought permis- Tt IHiE
minal 3of Indira GandhiInter- sionfortreetranslocationand %ﬂqqﬁ:%ﬁ m e a;%j mqﬂ
national Airport. Delhi Deve- afforestation in November T v i - o 2rEm " e
lopment Authority (DDA) will 2020 from the forest depart- 3 Rt & 1113‘ e F mﬁﬁ‘ﬁﬁ # <l
soon start work on construc- ment. However, despite DDA T Fe g, e F wl A feq & v 30 2 fF 5
ting a new drainage system ne- e famat o ) 38w EFE TR R FAHE F
ar Sector 8, Dwarka for proper ) S W, TR AT wre § fma foe S
dischargeof rainwater. AN OFFICIAL SAYS : A e
A DDA official said due to . ﬁ'{ﬂﬁﬁﬁﬂ'@m hd s ?; X N
the ongoing ban on construc- A portion of this drain | mﬁ.mm,m 2020 T EEU 4 69.72 FE T
tion in wake of Delhi's rising  will be constructed - fewfeg TR o, R A, F o ¥ w4 F fag Al
pollution levels, they had writ-  prior to the monsoon | SEWEW AEd g %E am TR F | U wE AR 3=
tentotheCentrefor AirQuality  and the remaining | ﬁ% | I T SR T s s = F AR EEn
Management (CAQM) togrant  work will be finalised s TR Rl S W T ; e
permission for entry of trucks in December 2023 i 1 FER, 2020 Eﬁ. )
carrying construction materi- - et T, S W A 3 iR wEfiga aeE F
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importance of the project. “We
wrote to them five days agoand
will be visiting the commission
on Friday The LG is also inter-

fulfilling all requisite forma-
lities, including compensa-
tion and land for afforesta-

vening inthematterandweare tion, permission wasn't gran- F TEERE F4 F
hoping to get a positive respon-  ted,” said the official. T
se.” said theofficial. Later,on the LG's direction, ﬂ""ﬁ’ il f:' p = ;ﬂ%m
“The existing drain has a DDA moved Delhi High Court IW‘_ z ®
arrd  arefa & )

smalldiameterof 2mxlm. Now.
we have planned to construct a
2 8kmdrain of 20mx2m diame-
ter A portion of thisdrain will
be constructed prior to the
monsoon and the remaining
work will be finalised in De-
cember 2023." the official said.
DDA conceived the project
for upgrading and enhancing
the drainage system in 2020,
However, in the absence of ne-
cessary  permissions from

seekingadirection to the forest
department to fell trees and
was finally granted permis-
sion on August 1. *The LG visi-
ted the location on many occa-
sions, last being on November
8. and instructed officials to
complete modifications in the
storm-water drain at Sector 8,
Dwarka,” the official said.

Despite repeated efforts by
TOI, there was no response
from Delhi government.
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With over 15000 parks and counting,
MCD explores new ways for upkeep

Vibha.shnrna@timesgroup.com
PRESERVING CITY'S GREEN LUNGS
e | Ly, —

New Delhi: Limited staff

. I L)
and resources has made it g 15 [ - 7 i Akdyn Che =
tough task for the Municipal ’2_29 iy g T A i Bridging the gap
forpm‘atwnl of Delhi (MCD) | parks in MCD areas B | 'ﬂ b VPR | @ Nod to aperate milk booths
0 maintain over 15000 Bt % i in i intaini
barks under its jurisdiction, | 5,100 acres | Theu ol ealnainig oo
Although the horticulture | of area covered . “J ETPs constructed at 19
department made alternati. by these parks Top places, more to come up
Ve arrangements for the up. - ©) Revival of waterbodies
:tlf:ep U{l these green spaces | 184 through NGOs and AMRUT
di;?::gtmn‘ a(ffmu‘st s.cl}emels. parks transferred from scheme of Centre
: p of water supply DDA and developed in ©) MCD meets most of its
wtiteh}ﬂ ;gilr:]né (;Jlf;. lé)gfrz\:ag? recent past el requirement for manure and
{ # plants through own resources

t
p‘;e:‘etjnéeggaﬂlgﬁéi_(STPS} has | 1865 | © At least 18 parks located

Of about 17,000 parks in | Parks have m | in the middle of congested
the city MCD alone owns open gyms pelahliourmoods develope

15,229 and the process for

. into mini-forests
transferring vacant plots and 19 Q -
parks from other govern- | have facility for r

TP l

|
> .NO
ety |

i i O Proposal to hand over N
Hioent s FESE £ ria A A maintenance of parks of g,
mentagencies is in progress. effluent/sewer = half an acre or above to
“We created facilities for | treatment plants TN O Recreational Spaces-cum-parks that | private contractors
effluent/sewer  treatment | forirrigation New features added  have come up in the last 3-4 years © Uran Develoament Find
plants for irrigation in 19 in the recent past Nandan Van Park (Greater Kailash), Waste- | scheme to finance parks’
parks next to drains, but huge Challenges Gazebos; children's play to-Wonder Park (Sarai Kale Khan), redevelopment .
funds would be required to de- facedin upkeep equipm e]1t' fibre swings Eharat Darshan Park (Punjabi Bagh), |
velop them everywhere,” an | o not oh STPs/ and ben ch'eS' dustbing Charti Lal Goel Heritage Park (Meena Bazar)
official said, adding supplying ENOIGY 2 i ) 5 e g18.2 Crore
: ; ETPs for irrigation and acupressure  _gben :
water thmu.gh tankers is ex- ; tiles I i e | In revenue generated .
pensive and impractical inco- | © Sealing of borewells from these tacilities
lonies with narrow lanes. (within Skm rad ius of 5TPs) from 2019 to 2022
“Talks started at the state | after NGT's direction :
government leve] for imple- | € Transporting treated water | . £
mentingtheprojectandlaying | through water tankers for Upcoming projects -
pipelines from STPs to parks, irrigation is expensive > Amrit Mahotsav Park at
but nothing has beenfinalised | @ mcp parks are located | Shaheedi Park, ITO
sofar " said Ehe offi écla.l.l i inside colonies making it tough > Welcome Jheel at Shahdara
Going beyond planting | for tankers to reach > Waterbod g
g ; y-cum- 2
gap}l{mga "f]}.d “""if“é';grfﬁ,r (]:“B © shortage of vehicles/ recreational space
i the past [ive:six years tankers for transporting ; near Ghazipur
has tried to study global iy . \
R treated water > Children’s Park
trends and bring reforms to - ar "
neighbourhood parks. Begin- | ‘@ Fund and staff crunch | ——— | near Nehru Place
ning with setting up open
gyms in at least 1,600 parks, maintainthese facilities. seven wonders of the world. and enjoy meals at places like “MCD is doing initial de-
including in jhuggi clusters, “We have adopted parks While many people sought wasteto-energy parkandBha-  velopment but without main-

to motivate more people
to visit them, the department
has also added separate
facilities for children, senior
citizens and pets.

“We have dedicated spaces
for children, such as Nandan
Van in GK I, as well as senior
citizens. There are designer
gazebos, yoga areas, fibre
swings, interactive playmg
equipmentandacupressure ti-
les. Increased usage of parks
has minimised their misuse,"”
said a senior MCD official.

However, residents said co-
ordination with other depart-

under the Delhi Park and
Garden Society Scheme. But
if we have to get the dark
spots fixed or the broken bo-
undary wall repaired, it is a
cumbersome task. There ha-
ve been instances when we
had to write to the LG and
PM office to get the problem
fixed,"” said Karan Aggarwal,
general secretary, D Block,
East of Kailash,

Taking budget constraints
into account, MCD had ereated
recreational spaces-cum-
parks, a feature missing for a
long time. It also used waste
material to make replicasof the

recreational facilities in more
places, theofficial said, “It was
difficult to develop such spa-
ces in every colony but we tri-
ed providing one in each cor-
ner so people won't need to lea-

PLAINSPEAK

PARKS

ve the city for a picnic. After
the pandemic, the focus
Wwas on reviving water bodies
in some parks, People can ex-
Plore historical monuments,
let their kids play in gardens

rat Darshan Park,” the official
said, adding more such sites
would be developed,

The department will also
focus on developing green spa-
ces in congested areas and by
8y markets. “We are identify-
ing open spaces where we can
plant grass and install ben.
ches. The idea is to give breat.
hing space to the public and
add to the beauty. We hope the
residents support the cause
and contribute to maintenan-
cework,"” said the official.

Residents said RWAs have
alwaysplayeda vital role in ma.
intaining the beauty of parks.

tenance, greenery can't be
sustained. Considering it
didn't have enough funds, re.
sidents had to take charge.
Even schemes to aid RWasg
are not working smoothly,”
said Pankaj Aggarwal from
Sarvodaya Enclave.

Ruby Makhijaof Navjiwan
Vihar said it's unfair to expect
anuverhauiowrnighmrdeny
thecivic body introduced good
concepts. “Resources are |ippj.
ted but sooner or later funds
will be released. People whq
want to keep their parks beay.
tiful are putting in effort any-

ments is equally important to .
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\E'W Delhi: With winter set-
Hng in. several migratory
bird _Species have started
. fockingtothe wetlands.
‘:‘h hile certain species of
Wwader birds. like sandpipers,
&= Which prefer shallower wa-
ters, start arriving by late
S:eptemhér major migratory
ducks, like Northern shove-
ler. Gadwall. Grevlag geese,
Pallas’s gulls, brown-headed
and black-headed gulls, co-
o1s. etc have now begun sett-
ling in different wetlands of
Delhi-NCR, including Yamu-
na Biodiversity Park and Sul-
tanpur National Park.

Faivaz A Khudsar, scientist
incharge of DDAs biodiversi-
v parks said. “Their numbers
and species densiry will inere-
ase by mid-November. He poin-
ted out that the migratory
birds arriving here were from
central Azis and Siberia and
were “energy budgeting™.

“The routes include Sibe-
ria. central Asia and Rajast-
han. Before reaching Delhi.
the birds make several stop-
pages. Therefore, even tho-
ugh their migration has star-
ted, ir'll take some time for
them to reach here in big
numbers,” said Khudsar. ad-
ding that several migratory
cpecies could be seen at Ya-
muna Biodiversity Park, in-

eyes as winter guests start arriving

cluding tufted pochard, com-
mon pochard, Eurasian coot
and Black redstart.
Delhi-NCR accounts for al-
most one-third of thetotal bird
species found in India. The re-

gion has about 1,800 species of
faunaoutof which446arebird
species. There are nine protec-
ted areas, including one
national park. six wildlife
sanctuaries, onereserveforest

Wildlife Sanctuary
(Muzaffarnagar. Meerut,
Ghaziabad, Bijnor). Basal
Wetlands (Gurgaon) etc. No-
neaof themare in Delhi.

In a major setback to bir-
ders, a dried-out Okhla Bird

and one conservation reserve.

Thereareeight important
bird areas, including Okhla
Bird sanctuary (Gautam
Budh Nagar), Sultanpur Na-
tional Park (Gurgaon), Hasti-

napur

Phatos: Marendra Sirgh Khaira
T T pallas's Sanctuary is vet to attract the
3 ; migratory flocks. Officials sa-
idthesanctuary's wetland was
dry due to opening of the bar-
rage. “Duetosome conflict bet-
ween the irrigation and forest
departments, the entire wet-
land is dry. This is the time of
the year when birds start rea-
ching. but there is no water,”
said birder Balbir Arora.
“Ducks need water, and
since there is none at Okhla

right now, they may not co-
me,” said another birder, Na-

_pp—

rendra Singh Khaira.

Due to availability of wa-
ter at other wetlands, the
birds have flown there. “At
Sultanpur National Park,
which is full of water, several

species of migratory birds
can be spotted. They include
Northern shoveler, Gadwall,
Greylag geese, Pallas's gulls,
brown-headed and black-hea-
ded gulls and several waders,
In Delhi, birding was being
done at Yamuna Khadar, but
due to farming the flock sizes
have started to drop. Howe-
ver, Yamuna Biodiversity
Park attracts birds as it's pro-
tected,” said Khaira.
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DECCIL On VAW 2022, a talk on "Vigilance: A Tool for
Good Governance' by S Menghnani, EDRS/S (IR) & Ex. |
CVO/DDA. RK Jain MD DFCCIL awarded winners of Es- |
say, Quiz, Slogan Writing competitions & released the
vigitance Journal.
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DDA ASKS CAQM
FOR PERMISSION
TO START WORK
ON DWARKA DRAIN

HT Correspondent
letters@hindustantimes com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Develop-
ment Authority (DDA) has writ-
ten to the Commission for Air
Quality Management (CAQM) to
allow the construction of a cru-
cial drain project in Dwarka's
Sector 8, which is essential to
ensure that there is no water-
logging at the Indira Gandhi
International (IGI) Airport.
The 269.72 crore project
involves the construction of a
3km drain from the airport to
Bharat Vandana Park in |
Dwarka, and further to the

trunk drain.
DDA officials said
that due to a ban

imposed on the

movement of heavy a
vehicles and of con-

struction activity as )
part of the Graded AIR

Response Action BRE}

Plan (Grap). they
are not able to start
the work on site.

“The project recently got all
the necessary clearances and
the construction work was to .
start in October. But then the
ban was imposed. We have writ-
ten to the CAQM and will be
meeting officials on Friday to
discuss the issue,” said a senior
DDA official.

A CAQM official said a review
meeting on the Grap has been
called on Friday. “If further
restrictions are lifted. then these
projects may be allowed to
resume operations. Therefore,a |
review of all projects will Ionl! [
take place after this meeting,
the official said. ‘

of Vigilance Awareness Week at DFCCIL, a talk on *Vigilance:
ool for Good Governance’ was conducted by Suresh Menghnani,
EDRS/S (IR) & Ex. CVO/DDA. RK Jain, MD, DFCCIL awarded winners of
Wmmmsmmm,wm
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MCD polls: BJP promises houses

in high-rises toall sl

HT Correspondent
htreporters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: Ahead of the Decem-
ber 4 MCD elections, the Bharatiya
Janata Party (BJP) on Thursday
released a “Vachan Patra” (acom-
mitment letter) promising slum
residents a house in multi-sto-
reyed complexes near their jhuggi
jhopri clusters, just like the ones
that were allotted to residents of
Bhoomiheen Camp in South
Delhi's Kalkaji Extension recently.

The party's Delhi unit on
Thursday launched a campaign in
slum clusters across the city, ask-
ing residents to fill up their details
in a form and handing them a
copy of the “Vachahn Patra”,
which was launched by Delhi BJP
chief Adesh Gupta and North East
Delhi MP Manoj Tiwari.

On November 2, Prime Minister
Narendra Modi handed over the
keys to eligible beneficiaries at
Bhoomiheen Camp after inaugu-

e

(from left) BJP leaders Ashish Sood, Adesh Gupta and Manoj

Tiwari release the ‘Vachan Patra’ on Thursday.

rating 3,024 newly constructed
flats at Kalkaji in New Delhi under
the “in-situ slum rehabilitation
project”.The Prime Minister had
given 576 families keys to their
flats in Kalkaji Extension.
Speaking at the launch of the
document on Thursday, Gupta

HT PHOTO

said that Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has fulfilled his promise of
‘Jahan Jhuggi, Wahan Makan'.
“BJP does not make empty prom-
ises like the ruling Aam Aadmi
Party in Delhi, which has com-
pelled people to live in shums with-
out any basic facilities such as

sewer and clean drinking water.
The central government under
Modi ji has given 3,024 flats to
slum residents. Similar flats will
be given to other slum residents,”
said Gupta.

Gupta added, "We will make
the slum residents fill up forms

um dwellers

the Aam Aadmi Party (AAP) in the
2015 and 2020 assemnbly elections.
The party is taking slum residents
from other parts of the city show
them the flats in Kalkaji Extension.

Hitting out at the AAP. Tiwari
said, “We have a list of 10 guaran-
tees given by the AAP during 2015

and give them a letter of commit- ~ assembly elections. Arvind Kejri-
ment that they too will get new  wal promised to provide 1.000 |
flats.” . buses and 500km Metro network |
AAP MLA Atishi said __:_% to provide last mile con- |
the BJP did not presenta \ nectivity. We all know |
report card of its rule in \,‘-j}a where this promise |
the MCD while present- ey |/l stands today..He (Kejri- i
ing its manifesto because +  wal) keeps giving guaran-
it did not fulfil a single tees, but they can't tell |
promise that it made to MCD you when they will be
the people of Delhi in 4 delivered.”
5017, “How can the peo- E1€CEIONS  Political analyst Tanwir |
ple of Delhi trust the BIP ——————— Aeijaz, professor of politi- |
after it completely failed — — cal science at DU's Ram-
in running the MCD?" she said. jas College, said, “In 2020, the Cen-
The BJP has made flatstoslum  tre had provided property owner-
dwellers as one of its key poll  ship rights to residents of '
planks towooresidentsinJJclus-  unauthorised colonies but it didn't |

ters and unauthorised colonies
which have decisively voted for

help the BJP win the assembly |
elections.” [
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BJP’s Vow: Flats For
All Slum Dwellers

Releases Form For Those Who Want Pucca Houses

Times NEws NETWORK

New Delhi: With the campa-
ign for the municipal polls in
the capital heating up, Delhi
BJP on Thursday issued a “va-
chan patra” promising EWS
flats in multistoreyed apart-
ment complexes with all ame-
nities to every slum dweller.

The promise comes days af-
ter PM Narendra Modi handed
over the keys of 3,024 EWS flats
in Kalkaji to the Bhoomiheen
Camp residents.Delhi BJP has
been taking slum dwellers
from various parts of thecityto
show theflats.

The “vachan patra” (pledge
letter), released by Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta, MP
Manoj Tiwari and MCD poll
management committee head
Ashish Sood, also carries the
pictures of Kalkaji flats. "It’s
BJP's prumise to provide every
slum dweller in Delhisuchflats
with allamenities that areenjo-
ved by the crorepati people li-
ving in society colonies,” Gup
ta said. *“Party workers will go

BJP FUNCTIONARY SAYS

This is not justa
guarantee or promise
because it has been
done by the Prime
Minister and 3,024 flats
have been provided to
slum dwellers

to each slum and get forms fil-
led by the slum dwellers for the
flats,” he added.

Gupta said PM Modi had
proved his concern for the po-
or by providing good-guality
flatstothemn with allamenities
whilethe AAP government ne-
ver tried to improve their li-
ving condition. “BJP is com-
mitted to provide such good-
quality flats as were built in
Kalkajitoall theslum dwellers
asperthe Jahan Jhuggi Wahin
Makan scheme,” he said.

The “vachan patra” has the
form that will be distributed
among slum dwellers. The filled
upformswill besubmitted tothe

departments concerned and the
slumdwellers will get houses, sa-
id North East Delhi MP Tiwari.

Sood said BJP’s promise of
providing pucca houses was
not a hollow one and people
had already got good-quality
flats with all amenities in Kal-
kaji. “This isnot justa guaran-
tee or promise because it has
been done by the Prime Mini-
ster and 3,024 flats have been
provided to the slum dwellers.
Similarly, wewill providesuch
flats to therest,” he said.

In a separate press confe-
rence, south Delhi MP Ra-
mesh Bidhuri said BJP had
always adopted an “integral
humanism” approachanden-
sured that people in the last
rung of the society also get
benefits of the schemes.

“PM Modiand thecentral go-
vernment have proved this by
launching Jhan Jhuggi Wahan
Maakan scheme. Qur govern-
ment is dedicated tothe poorand
it has been time and again pro-
ved with the launch of various
welfare schemes,” Bidhuri said.
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In BJP ‘vachan patra’,
housing for all slum
dwellers top priority

ABHINAVRAJPUT
NEW DELHI.NOVEMBER 10

THE BJP Thursday released a
"Vachan Patra’ or promise letter
saying the party will provide
houses for all those who are liv-
ing in slums in Delhi, which is
one of its main pitches in the up-
coming MCD polls.

Releasing the Vachan Patra,
Delhi BJP president Adesh Gupta
and MP Manoj Tiwari said it is
the party’s priority to provide
houses and clean water to the
people of Delhi. "We will give
water from taps to every house.
We will give houses to every
slum dweller,” said Tiwari.

The two-page Vachan Patra',
which has photos of Prime
Minister Narendra Modi, BJP na-
tional president ] P Nadda and
Delhi unit chief Gupta, said,
"Jahan jhuggi wahan makan™. It
also has a 'Scheme Registration
Form' attached, asking for peo-
ple's details like their Aadhaar
number, name, and father's
name among others.

Last week, the Delhi BJP took
slum dwellers from different
parts of the city on a tour of the
3,024 economically weaker sec-
tion flats in Kalkaji which were
recently handed over to a few of
the beneficiaries of the in-situ
slum rehabilitation project by
Modi. "We are taking people

from slum clusters of the city to
see how the Modi government
isbringing changes to their lives
through its welfare schemes,”
said Delhi BJP vice-president
Sunil Yadav. Gupta said as soon
as the party wins the MCD polis
once again, it will immediately
provide flats to all sium dwellers
of Delhi under the schemne.

Sitting councillors
may not find place on
candidate list

Meanwhile, the BJP's candi-
date selection process has en-
tered the final stages with top
leaders holding meeting and
shortlisting three names from
eachward, leaders of the party's
Delhi unit said Thursday. The
partyis set to release the final list
in phases. Since the BJP had de-
nied a ticket to all incumbent
councillors in 2017, they too are
in the race this time along with
current incumbent councillors,
“The list will be compared with
surveys to select suitable candi-
dates,” said a senior BJP leader.

Senior leaders in the party,
however, said there are chances
that at least 50% of incumbent
councillors will not get a ticket.
"One, the number of seats has
been reduced. Two, several seats
that were earliest reserved are
now general seat and vice versa ™
said a BJP spokesperson.
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DDA miffed by cost overruns in
Authority may a
move court for

compensation

from Kejriwal

PIONEER NEWS SERVICE m
NEW DELHI

The Delhi Development
Authority (DDA) may
move court seeking compen-
sation from the Kejriwal
Government for the cost over-
run of the works related to
| upgradation and enhancement
of the drainage system at the
premier Terminal 3 of the
Indira Gandhi International
| (IG1) Airport and the adjoin-

inconvenience to the flight
passengers. Sources said that
while the work has now final-
ly started at the airport fol-
lowing constant intervention by
Lieutenant Governor VK

ing sectors of Dwarka.

Last year, the DDA had
faced flak from the public and
residents in the area for heavy
water-logging in the airport
and adjoining area causing

'

Saxena, the DDA has decided

to take legal action against the
State Government for sitting
over the work-related file for
the last two years. “After comi-
pletion of survey and other
ground exercises, the DDA
moved for permission of tree
translocation and related
afforestation on November 2,
2020. - However, despite the
DDA fulfilling all requisite
formalities that inglude finan-
cial compensation as well as
providing land for compen-
satory afforestation, the
Environment & Forests
Department, headed by

Minister Gopal Rai kept sitting .

on the application for granting
permission for wofks to be
commenced on this eritical

project of National impor-
tance,” said the sources.
When. repeated requests
did not elicit any positive
response from the Chief
Minister, at the behest of the
LG, the DDA filed a Writ
Petition in the High Court

seeking a direction to the,
Department of Environment, .

GNCTD, to grant permission
for the project. It was only with
the favourable court order and
constant nudging by the LG,
permissions were finally grant-
ed to DDA on August 8.The.
work is being constantly mon-
itored by the LG. In a recent
visit to the area, several resi-
dentsof neighbouring Dwarka
Sectors met the LG detailing
the severe problem of flooding
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T3 drainage upgradation work

faced by them every year. The
LG has now directed the senior
DDA officials to complete
works well within time so that |
problems of flooding do not
take place at the Airport as well
as in the affected residential
Sectors of Dwarka, in the next
mMonNsoon season.

A source said that “unjus-
tifiable,sinordinate and obstruc-
tionist delays of more than two
years by the Environment &
Forests Department, GNCTD,
headed by the Kejriwal
Government, had withheld
works, tenders amounting to
Rs. 69.72 crore for which, had '
been awarded by the DDA
way back in February, 2020.
But the work started from this
month only.
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BJP releases ‘Vachan Patra’

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi BJP
on Thursday issued a ‘Vachan
Patra’ ahead of the MCD polls,
promising to provide EWS flats
equipped with all the amenities
to every slum dweller in the city.

Polling for the municipal
elections in Delhi will be held
on December 4 and votes will be
counted on December 7,

The ‘Vachan Patra’ (pledge

letter) released by Delhi BJP
president Adesh Gupta, MP
Manoj Tiwari and MCD poll
management committee head
Ashish Sood carried the pictures
of flats allotted to slum dwellers
recently in Kalkaji.

“It’'s BJP’s promise to provide
every slum dweller in Delhi such
flats with all amenities that are
enjoyed by the Crorepati peaple
living in society colonies,” Gupta
said and added party workers
and leaders will go to each slum
in the city and get forms filled by
the slum dwellers for the flats.

The prime minister had
handed over keys of the EWS
flats to the beneficiaries of
Bhoomiheen Camp slum in a
function held at Vigyan Bhawan.

Kejriwal government has
never tried to improve the living
condition of the slum dwellers

but Prime Minister Narendra
Modi has proved his concern
for the poor by providing good
quality flats to them with all
amenities, Gupta said.

“The BIP is committed to
provide such good quality flats
as were built in Kalkaji to all
the slum dwellers as per Jaha1‘1
Jhuggi Wahin Makan scheme”
he said.

The 3024 flats were built by
the Delhi Development Author-
ity (DDA) under its in-situ slum

Promises to provide EWS flats equipped with
all the amenities to every slum dweller in city

rehabilitation project. The BJP
had also arranged tours for slum
dwellers from different parts of
the city to see the flats at Kalkaji
for economically weaker section
(EWS) category.

The “Vachan Patra’ has a
form which they will fill and
the BJP workers will submit
them to the departments con-
cerned and the slum dwellers
will get houses, said North East
Delhi MP Manoj Tiwari,

Tiwari said Delhi chief min-
ister is going to announce the
AAP's 10 promises to people
before the MCD elections and
questioned what happened to
party’s earlier poll promises

“One of AAP’s promise was
to make Delhi garbage free but
Kejriwal government did not
provide funds to the munici-
pal corporations and made it
impossible for them to work”
Tiwari claimed.

Delhi BJP is pledging to pro-
vide Pucca houses (flats) to peo-
ple living in slums at the same
place, Sood said.

“This is not just a guarantee
or promise because it has been
done by the Prime Minister and
3024 flats have been provided to

the slum dwellers. Similarly we
will provide such good quality
flats,” he said.

Gupta said the Modi govern-
ment delivers what it promises
to the people while the Kejri-
wal government uses people as
vote bank offering them “false”
assurances,

Meanwhile, former may-
ors of the city from the party
have claimed that the BJP is
“well-prepared” for the upcom-
ing civic polls in Delhi and will
register a “comfortable victory”,

Many senior BJP leaders
who have served as mayors in
the erstwhile three municipal
corporations — NDMC, SDMC,
and EDMC — have exuded con-
fidence that the party will win
over 150 wards in the high-
stakes polls that is taking place
for the first time after the fresh
delimitation exercise,

Veteran BJ P leader and for-
mer South Delhi mayor Sub-
hash Arya, who has served as
a leader of the House and as a
Leader of the Opposition dur-
ing the period of the unified
MCD, said, "The reduction of
wards from 272 to 250 will only
benefit the BJp”

DDA to start upgrading
drainage system to prevent
flooding of IGIA runways

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: The Delhi Devel-
opment Authority (DDA) is
going to start work on upgrad-
ing and enhancing the drainage
system that will prevent inci-
dents of flooding of runways
and terminalsat the IGI Airport
and nearby areas in Dwarka,
officials said on Thursday.

The work was withheld
for two years due to pending
clearance by the Environment
department of the Delhi govern-
ment, the officials said.

Tenders for the work
amounting to Rs 69.72 crore
were awarded by the DDA in
February 2020.

After undertaking a survey
and other ground exercises, the
DDA moved for permission of
tree translocation and related
afforestation on November 11,
2020, the officials said.

The work, however, failed
to take off due to the pending
permission by the Environ-
ment department. The DDA,
after approval of Delhi LG VK
Saxena, moved a writ petition
in the High Court seeking a
direction to the Environment
department for permission to
translocate trees.

“After a favourable judge-
ment by the court earlier this
year and constant pursu-
ance of the matter by the LG,
the permission was finally
granted in August this year”
an official said.

The LG, who is also chair-
man of the DDA, visited the
location on November 8§,
instructed the officials for com.
pletion of the drainage works
that requires modifications in
the storm-water drain at Sec-
tor-8, Dwarka, in a missjon
mode, they added.
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B]P releases manifesto for
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Delhi MCD elections

STAFF REPORTER m NEW DELHI
The BIP on 'I‘hursda}

released the manifesto for
the forthcoming MCD polls in
Delhi promising houses for
slum dwellers, improving the
civicamenities, strengthening
the civic body, ensuring prop-
er disposal of garbage among
other things. The manifesto,
called the ‘Vachan Patra, (
pledge letter) was unveiled by
BJP’s Delhi unit president

- Adesh Gupta along with party '

MP Manoj Tiwari and other
leaders. Gupta, while releas-
ing the manifesto said, “With a
promise to allot houses to slum
dwellers, we have come up
with this Vachan Patra which
has details of the allottees™
The two-page ‘Vachan
Patra’ which has the photos of
‘Prime Minister Narendra
Modi, BJP national president
] P Nadda and Delhi unit chief
Adesh Gupta, said, “Jahan jhug-
i wahan makan”. It also has a
Scheme Registration Form’
attached, asking for people’s

details like the1r Aadhaar num-
ber, name, and father’s name
among others.

The 'vachan Patra' has a
form which they will fill and
the BJP workers will submit
them to the departments con-
cerned and the slum dwellers
will get houses, said North
East Delhi MP Manolj Tiwari.

Tiwari said Delhi chief .

minister is going to announce
the AAP's 10 promises to peo-
ple before the MCD elections
and questioned what happened
to party's earlier poll promise
"One of AAP's promise was to
make Delhi garbage free but

Kejriwal government did not -

provide funds to the municipal

corporations and made it

impossible for them to work,"
Tiwari claimed.
Delhi BJP is pledging to

_ provide Pucca houses (flats) to

people living in slums at same
place, Sood said. "This is not
just a guarantee or promise
because it has been done b

~ Prime Ministet and 3024 flats

are provided to slum dwellers.

Nommatlon for
MCD elections
will be closed
on Nov 13: SEC

STAFF REPDRTER 1 NEW DELHI

he = State Election

Commission (SEC) has
announced that filing of noms=
inations for the forthcoming
Municipal Corporation of
Delhi (MCD) elections will be
closed on November 12 and
13, as per the DMC (Election
of Councilors) Rules, 2012.

The SEC also appointed
senior government officers as
General Obsérvers and senior
financial functronaries as
Expenditure Observers for -
the ensuing smooth and equi- -
table polls.

This decision was taken in
a meeting headed by the State
Election Commissioner Vijay
Dev on Thursday. ~
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he Delhi BJP on
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Thursday launched

a ‘Vachan Patra
(document of pledges)’ pro-
mising houses to all slum
dwellers in the city if the
party returned to power in
the Municipal Corporation

| of Delhi (MCD).

At a press conference,
BJP’s MCD election man-
agement committee chief
Ashish Sood said the hous-
es will be constructed at the

e
Delhi BJP leaders Adesh Gupta,
Manoj Tiwari and Ashish Sood
releasing the ‘Vachan Patra’ on

Thursday. SPECIAL ARRANGEMENT

same place where the
slums are located, on the
lines of the 3,024 flats in-
augurated by Prime Minis-

AAP says people won't trust BJP as it did not present its report card despite 15 years of rule jn MCD |

ter Narendra Modi last
week in Kalkaji for the EWS.
The party has attached a
registration form with the
Vachan Patra, which it pro-
Poses to get filled by the
slum dwellers,
_ F.&s](ed how the BJP will
fulfil this promise as hous-
Ing does not come under
the MCD's jurisdiction, par-
ty spokesperson Praveen
Sl{ankar Kapaor said, “Our
Priority will be to coordi-
Nate with the authority con-
Cerned 1o Provide houses to
slum dwellers ynder the ‘Ja-

BJP releases ‘Vachan Patra,
vows houses for slum dwellers

|

han Jhuggi Wahin Makaan’ |
scheme. We wil Create
three more complexes [like |
the one inaugurated in Kal-
kaji] before the 2024 Lo}
Sabha poll,” he added,

_Reacting to the Bjps pro-
mise, AAP said that despite
1ts 15-year rule in the MCD
the party failed to present its’ |
report card before the elec-
FIOI]S: tearing a backlash over
its “incompetence”, “How
can the people of Delhj ¢y
the BJP after it complej
failed to run the MCD," ey
AAP leader Atishi, = ked
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