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DDA extends deadline
for land pooling
applications till March
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NEW DELHI

Applications to express in-
terest in the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority’s (DDA)
land pooling policy are be-
ing welcomed yet again (dll
March 31), after the pre-
vious deadline for the sixth
online window expired on
December 31 last year.

Till date, 7,100 appli-
cants, with close to 7,500
hectares of land - out of
the total poolable land of
19,074 hectares — have ex-
pressed interest, said a se-
nior DDA official. Simulta-
neously, the total number
of villages identified for
land pooling has increased
to 105, atter the Iradat Na-
gar village in Zone P-1 was
notified to be added in No-
vember last year.

The 105 villages are di-
vided into six zones and
further divided into 129 sec-
tors. No development
works have commenced
due to roadblocks in meet-
ing the policy’s eligibility

The total number of
villages identified for
land pooling has
increased to 105, a
DDA official said

criteria, a minimum partici-
pation rate of 70% along
with 70% contiguous land.

While the legislative pro-

cess for the proposed
amendments to make land
pooling mandatory re-
mains ongoing, the parallel
strategy of issuing condi-
tional notices in eligible
Sectors is vet to bear fruit,
despite extended dea-
dlines. However, a senior
DDA official said that lan-
downers are close to form-
ing consortiums, which has
led to another extension in
the deadline.

The DDA had issued the
notices to the landowners,
who had expressed interest
in the policy, on condition
that they negotiate and con-
vince the remaining lan-
downers to pool their land
within a period of 90 days,
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Lost world: MCD
to bring dinosaurs
to park near you

Piyal Bhattachariee

Vibha.Sharma®@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Following the success of Waste-to-Wonder
Park at Sarai Kale Khan, Municipal Corporation of Delhi
(MCD) on Wednesday laid the foundation stone of its
Phase II, which will be themed ondinosaurs.

Beingdeveloped on3.5acres within the main complex,
it will have 15 movable and standing structures of
dinosaurs made out of 250 tonnes of scrap materials, and
will have a common entry, said an official. “Phase I
highlights the concept of ‘waste to wealth' through the
replicas of Seven Wonders of the World made from
waste and scrap, and MCD will carry forward the concept
in phasell,” headded.

The new area, the foundation stone for which waslaid
by lieutenant governor VK Saxena on Wednesday, will
have structures of dinosaurs such as coelophysis,
brontosaurus, velociraptor, tsintaosaurus, deinosuchus,
deinonychus, rajasaurus, prenocephale, ankylosaurus,
triceratops, amargasaurus, spinosaurus, tyrannosau-
rus, diplodocus and stegosaurus.

“We will re-define the route for visiting the whole
complex in such a manner that the visitors can cover the
wonders of the world and then enter the dinosaur park.
The ticket price will go up, but the entry will be the same
for the entire complex,” said the official. The park will
cost Rs 13.7 crore and MCD targets to complete it in six
monthsafter awarding the project.

The park will also be illuminated by ornamental
lighting and have aesthetic sound to make it more
attractive, said officials. “The landscaping will be done
by planting trees, shrubs, grass and ornamental plants.
It will have sitting facilities, connecting the walkway
to all sculptures, garden huts and a food court for the
visitors,"” said the official.

The civic body aims to develop a parking facility and
install solar panels to make the park energy-efficient af-
ter the work for Regional Rapid Transit System (RRTS) is
completed. “A portion of the site near the entrance is oc-
cupled for the RRTS work. As suon as the work is comple-
ted, a parking project can be taken up,” said the official,
adding that a patch of Delhi Development Authority land
next to the park may also be considered for the project.

During the event, the LG also flagged off four tree-pru-
ning hydraulic lift machines for MCD. With the help of
hydraulic bucketsfitted to these machines, workers willbe
able to prunebigtrees in a safe and easy way, said officials.




