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Towards reducing India’s prison footprint >

t the Constitution Day

celebrations organised

by the Supreme Court

in November 2022,
President Droupadi Murmu shared
a snippet of her journey with the
audience, She reflected on her
visits to prisons across India and
the circumstances of those
incarcerated. She highlighted that
these individuals were often
unaware of their fundamental
rights and had been incarcerated
for prolonged periods for minor
offences, while their families,
struggling with poverty, were
unable to bail them out.

President Murmu emphasised
how the judiciary, executive, and
legislature must work together to
help them, and concluded by
poignantly asking: How are we
claiming that we are progressing
as a nation, if we are still building
prisons to address the issue of
overcrowding?

In stark contrast, in June last
year, Lieutenant-Governor of Delhi
(L-G) Vinai Kumar Saxena directed
the Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) to allocate 1.6 Iakh square
metres of land to Delhi’s prison
department to construct a district
prison complex in Narela. The
DDA has received ¥135.79 crore
from the prison administration for
the land thus far, and is
demanding a further payment of
¥25.88 crore,

Officials claim that the prison is
to be constructed in two phases,
the first for high-risk offenders and
the second for undertrials.

Re-thinking architecture
In phase 1, which is expected to be
completed by April 2024, a
high-security jail is to be built in
the complex with a capacity to
lodge 250 high-risk prisoners. The
prison administration has
incorporated stringent security
measures in the design such as
constructing high walls between
cells to prevent inmates from
viewing others, and interacting
with each other, as well as
building office spaces between
cells to facilitate surveillance,
French philosopher Michel
Foucault has extensively written

Stuti Shah

is a Doctoral
candidate at
Columbia Law School

Progress is
antithetical to
setting up
prisons, and we
must address
congestion in
prisons in
non-carceral
ways

about how the architecture of
prisons is often used as a tool to
surveil, torture, and break the
souls of inmates. With this prison
design, the Delhi prison
administration is essentially
creating solitary confinement
which will have a severe
detrimental effect on prisoners’
mental health.

Frank Gehry, a renowned
architect, offered a semester-long
course at the Yale School of
Architecture in 2017, on
architecture and mass
incarceration, As their final
project, students were tasked with
designing a prison facility to house
extraordinarily violent offenders.
Their models featured open and
communal space, fresh air, and
spaces for family visits and
therapy. Their versions of prisons
looked like university campuses,
health and wellness facilities,
monasteries, and communal
complexes emphasising the need
to break away from the traditional
conception of prisons as mere
warehouses'and cages, even for
the most violent inmates, The
students viewed prisoners and
prison staff as their clients, rather
than the state bureaucracy, and
this impacted their designs.

Defund prisons
Prisons in India are still governed
by the Prisons Act, 1894, a colonial
legislation which treats prisoners
as sub-par citizens, and provides
the legal basis for punishment to
be retributive, rather than
rehabilitative. These laws are also
highly casteist, and remain largely
unchanged since they were
drafted by the British. For
example, some jail manuals
continue to focus on purity as
prescribed by the caste system,
and assign work in prison based
on the prisoner’s caste identity.
Furthermore, Dalits and
Adivasis are over-represented in
Indian prisons. The National Dalit
Movement for Justice and the
National Centre for Dalit Human
Rights’ report ‘Criminal Justice in
the Shadow of Caste’ explains the
social, systemic, legal, and
political barriers that contribute to

this. Legislations such as the
Habitual Offenders Act and
Beggary Laws allow the police to
target them for reported crimes.

The L-G’s claim to decongest
Delhi’s prison complexes by
setting up prisons in Narela is
misguided. It is helpful to look
towards President Murmu’s timely
and emphatic clarion call at the
Constitutional Day speeches,
where she insightfully noted that
progress is antithetical to setting
up prisons, and we must address
congestion in prisons in
non-carceral ways. These could
include releasing unwell or old
inmates, reducing penalties,
allowing bail at affordable costs,
employing anti-carceral ways of
holding people accountable for
their crimes, and expediting trials.

The primary reason why
prisons are overcrowded is
because India has not done
enough to truly prevent crime.
Our approach to crime should be
preventive, rather than reactive.
Instead of investing thousands of
crores in finding “state-of the art”
ways to cage and harm people, the
L-G should reflect on the soul of
India’s Constitution which
imposes welfare obligations on the
state. He could work with the
Delhi government to channel
public funds towards public goods
such as housing, education, and
employment, so that people
would not be as compelled to, or
have as much proclivity to commit
crimes.

We must take preventive
measures before we realise that
we have travelled far down this
road, and have subjected several
people to unnecessary trauma and
confinement. With the warning
signs beseeching us, we must
amplify President Murmu'’s
message on the need to
de-carcerate and stop building
more prisons, so that the L-G takes
adequate steps in that direction.
As the three-judge Bench of the
Supreme Court led by Justice U.U.
Lalit recently quoted Oscar Wilde
while commuting a death
sentence, we must recognise that
‘Every saint has a past, and every
sinner has a future.’
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Subhasish Panda takes charge
as DDA vice-chairman: Official

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Bureaucrat Sub-
hasish Panda on Monday took
charge as the vice chairman of
the Delhi Development Author-
ity, a senior official said.’

A 1997-batch 1AS officer of
the Himachal Pradesh cadre,
Panda was holding the charge of
principal secretary to the chief
minister in the hill state before
joining the DDA, an official state-
ment said.

In a career spanning over two
decades, Panda has worked in
various sectors like health, food

_and public distribution, petro-
leum and natural gas, urban
development, tourism, planning,
public works and information
technology, the DDA said.

“He played a pivotal role as

deputy director (administra-
tion) in the All India Institute
of Medical Sciences (AIIMS)-
Delhi during the COVID-19
pandemic to ensure all essen-
tial facilities are provided to the
patients in a time-bound man-
ner, the statement said.

His model of a community-
led total sanitation programme
was adopted across Himachal,
which ultimately led to the

state becoming “the first ODF
(open defecation-free) state in
the country;” the DDA said in
its statement.

Panda’s experience will
be beneficial at a time when
important projects are being
undertaken by the DDA, such
as preparation of the Dethi Mas-
ter Plan-2041, rejuvenation of
river Yamuna plains, in situ slum
rehabilitation scheme and PM-
UDAY scheme, it said.

Panda holds an MPhil degree
in environmental science from
Jawaharlal Nehru University. He
also has a master’s degree ingov-
ernance and development from
the UK’s Institute of Develop-
ment Studies, the statement said.

He succeeds IAS officer Man-
ish Kumar Gupta as the DDA’
vice chairman,

r
A

STAFF REPORTER M NEW DELHI

1997-batch IAS officer of
| the Himachal Pradesh
|| ¢adre Subhasish’ Panda on
| Monday took charge as the vice
chairman of the Delhi
Development Authority.
 Panda was holding the
charge of principal secretary to
‘the chief minister in the hill
state before joining the DDA,
an'official statement said. Ina
career spanning over two
decades, Parida has worked in
various sectors like health,
food and public distribution,
petroleun and natural gas,
urban development, tourism,

lanning, public works and
‘information technology, the
DDA said., "

"He played a pivotal role as

'\ deputy director (administra-

tion) in the All India Institute
| of Medical Sciences (AHIMS)-
{ Delhi during the €OVID-19
| pandemic to ensure all essen-
| tial facilities are provided to the
lr patients in a time-bound man-
| ner," the statement said.

| “His model of a communi-
Ity-led total sanitation pro-
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Himachal, which ultimately
led to the state becoming "the
first ODF (open defecation-
free) state in the country,” the
DDA said in its statement.

Panda's experience will be
beneficial at a time when
important projects are being
undertaken by the DDA, such
as preparation of the Delhi
Master Plan-2041, rejuvenation
of river Yamuna plains, in situ
shum rehabilitation scheme and
PM-UDAY scheme, it said.

Panda holds an MPhil
degree in environmental sci-
ence from Jawaharlal Nehru
University. He also has a mas-
ter's degree in governance and
development from the UK's
Institute of Development
Studies, the statement said.
He succeeds [AS officer Manish
Kumar Gupta as the DDA's
vice chairman.



DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY
LIBRARY
PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

FEH AT (20 ) I St B
1 it <Y g X Hern fe
21 ffrm A T{m@f ¥
et TR = At T
R | R T SRR 6 A farmi
o T (22) AR i AR
(22) FEIH g 2179 W
ﬁqmaﬁﬁlw%lgﬁmmaﬁ

W@%lgﬂ@ g
S

ﬁwww@%lﬁﬁtm
STHT MR- FA @
9 de A o ot 3 e
1 IEM fowE & g 3
X Yr2R ¥ THET Y STH T
F A1 g =Y SR
mw@%ﬂ

%mﬁﬂﬁg(mgmaﬁ

@amﬁ#%www

s mmmmmmﬁml

F Fie L e WO wH
F T IS TR I et
o forerl € oferg A e w
Tge | Ak O e il g
1. R & e T g el
T I TeAH @l & g
qreh-2 feeh fom aEE 3%
el woe & w9 A gl gfAw
BN A S R fen

THE HINDU*

AR A T %k forg
T Rt g R
gAY 3 wEaTs faue w
Er e i i o o g B ol
JEIE T AEESR Fes |
T 2R Aehet 2o #
mﬁrlgﬁv%q@mﬁ
aﬁ%:% e fan woas
mgﬂm@ﬁm

Subhasish Panda is DDA Vice-chairman

The Hindu Bureau
NEW DELHI

Subhasish Panda, a 1997-
batch IAS officer of the Hi-

—_—

machal Pradesh

took charge as the vice-
chairman of the Delhi De-
Authority
(DDA), succeeding Manish -

velopment

cadre,

Gupta in the role, the ur-
ban body announced on
Monday. Mr. Gupta’s pe-
riod of deputation ended
on December 28, 2022.
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