DELHI DEVELOPMENT AUTHORITY

NAME OF NEWSPAPERS

LIBRARY

PRESS CLIPPING SERVICE

DATED

THE
TIMES OF INDIA, NEW DELH
____ THURSDAY, AUGUST 25, 2022'

SC: Satellite survey
best way to check
illegal construction

AmitAnand.Choudhary
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: The Supreme Co-
urt said on Wednesday that it
would appoint a committee of
tworetired judges to examine
each application which has
been filed or will befiled in fu-

. tureondesealingin Delhiand

the apex court would work as
a court of appeal against or-
ders passed by the panel.

The bench said it would
appoint judges who are fa-
miliar with Delhi laws. Jus-
tice Kaul said that he knew
retired judges who are very
capable but would pass a
formal order after getting
their consent. He said the
panel would be given wide
powerstotakeacall ondese-
aling of premises and also
regularise them if they are
in compliance with the exis-
ting norms. Observing that
more than onefourth of
Delhi would be demolished
if all constructions done il-
legally are razed, the court
had on the last hearing said
such constructions could be
regularised if they are now
in conformity with the pre-
sent norms and those pre-
mises could be desealed af-
ter slapping a penalty on
their owners.

This will be the fourth
committee set up on the is-
sue of illegal construction,
encroachment and shifting
of factories out of Delhi.
The first committee consis-
ted of government officers
who were to ensure shut-

' ting down of polluting in-

dustrial units in the city In
March 2006, the apex court
had ordered sealing of all
unauthorised construc-
tions in the city and appoin-
ted a committee which was
asked to conduct and moni-
tor the sealing drive. The

committee comprised for-
mer Election Commission
adviser K J Rao, then Envi-
ronment Pollution (Preven-

tion & Control) Authority

chairman Bhure Lal and
Maj Gen Som Jhingan. The
court had also directed sea-
ling of residential premises
which were used for com-
mercial purposes. Thereaf-
ter, the Centre formed a 13-
member special task force,
headed by the DDA vice-
chairman, to identify en-
croachment of government
land and take effective steps
toreclaimit.

Thesealingdrive, which
was initiated in 2006, resul-
ted in thousands of premi-
ses being sealed over the ye-
ars. Pulling up the civic bo-
dies and DDA for not doing
their job, the bench said the
large number of illegal
constructions was because
of their inaction and also
questioned the Centre for
extending the date of regu-
larisation of illegal const-
ructions, saying it was crea-
ting lot of problems. "We ha-
ve todo this because you ha-
ve not been doing this and
everything is thrown in the
lap of the court," SCsaid.

It also asked the Centre
and DDA to brief the court
on when Master Plan 2041
would be notified and said,
"We would have the pleasu-
re of secretary of urban &
housing development and
DDA vice-chairman’s pre-
sence in court" if no time-
frame is spelt out for the
new plan on the next date of
hearing. The court said that
asatellite survey of the city
is the best way to check ille-
gal construction and encro-
achment of public land and
quizzed the Delhi govern-
ment on why it was not be-
ingdone.

‘Hindhustan Times

WHEN WILL CITY'S
2041 MASTER PLAN
BE COMPLETE? SC

ASKS CENTRE, DDA

NEW DELHI: The Supreme Court
on Wednesday gave three weeks
to the Centre and the Delhi
Development Authority (DDA)
to indicate a time frame to final-
ise the Master Plan for Delhi
(MPD) 2041, and said that the
delay is giving legal cover from
any punitive action to unautho-
rised constructions. “Unwilling-
ness to adhere to law is a prob-
lem in Delhi and you (Centre) do
not stop such constructions. Ina
blanket way, you protect unau-
thorised constructions. That is
why we are in such a mess as
you neither bring the MPD'nor
allow action against unautho-
rised construction,” a bench of
Jjustices Sanjay Kishan Kaul and
MM Sundresh said.

ASG Aishwarya Bhat, appear-
ing for Centre, said she required’
time to take instructions. For
DDA, senior advocate Garima
Parshad said, “It is in the
advanced stage. No time frame
can be stated as there are some
issues related to unauthorised
colonies.” HTC
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22 yrs & waiting: DU college asks
DDA to hand over seven-acre plot

Shradha.Chettri
@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: Members of Au-
robindo College’s governing
body have written to Delhi
Development Authority
(DDA), asking it to give pos-
session of a 7-acre plot in La-
doSarai villagethey claimed
was allotted to the institute
nearly 22 years ago but was
never handed over. Thecolle-
gehad paid Rs55lakhtoDDA
to build a boundary wall, but
the land is now encroached
upon, themembers said.

There was no response
from DDA officials when
TOI reached them for a
response.

“It has been a long time
since the land was allotted.
The place is encroached
upon too, so we want DDA to
take immediate action.
The college is in urgent need
of the land,"” said governing
body treasurer Ghanshyam
Kaushik.

The instituteisfunded by
Delhi government.

A MESS: The college had paid Rs 55 lakh to DDA to build a bounda-

ry wall, but the land is now encroached upon, the members said

There are 3,700 students
enrolled in the morning col-
lege and 2,000 in the evening
college.

On May 5, chairman De-
vendra Tomar and other col-
lege staff visited the land
along with DDA officials. Lo-
cated in Phirni area of Lado
Sarai, the land was given to
the college in March 2000. It
is divided into two parts —
oneof 4.8acresand theother

22acres. Thebiggerarea has
been encroached upon.

“We got an assurance
that possession would be
given soon to the college and
a boundary wall would be
constructed. We are yet to
see any progress,” said
Kaushik.

During the inspection,

DDA had said it would write
to the engineering depart-
ment to take necessary ac-
tion on the encroachment. It
also planned to construct a
road between the
twoplots. .

The matter was taken up
in Delhi high court, which in
2009 ruled in favour of the
college and asked DDA
to complete the process
of constructing the bounda-
ry wall.

“If we get possession of
the land, we can build new
blocks and provide other fa-
cilities to students. Our exis-
ting resources are already
stretched. There has been so-
me resistance from the villa-
ge which has resulted in the
delay,” said college principal
Vipin Agarwal.

College authorities said
due to paucity of land,
sports, academic and other
activities are also
suffering.

Public hearing
- at DDA offices,
book slot online

Times News NETWORK

= New Delhi: Public hearing will
be now held at almost all offices of
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA), and not just its headquar-
ters, Vikas Sadan, and Vikas Mi-
nar. A DDA spokesperson said on
Wednesday that to facilitate pub-
lic hearing in a seamless manner,
visitors couldohtai.nprioronll_ne
= appointments and get exclusive
slots to meet officials.
The public hearing days at
DDA are Mondaysand Thursdays
and the timings are from 2.30pm
to 4.30pm for meeting officers of
the rank of deputy directors and
directors, while 2.30pm to 3.30pm
for officers of the rank of com-
missioners and above, he said.
Online appointments can be boo-
ked at https://citzservi-
ces.dda.org.in/ and it is available
in Citizen Centric Services under
Online Public Services tab of
DDA's website, www.dda.govin.
“People visiting DDA offices will
have to adhere to Covid-19 proto-
cols,” the spokesperson said.

ForLowiNGg CULTURE MINISTRY’S NOTIFICATION

Anang Tal lake declared monument of national importance

DIVYAA
NEW DELHI, AUGUST 24

[ 7THE7INDIAN EXPRESS, THURSDAY, AUGUST 25,2022

THE ANANG Tal lake in South
Delhi, believed to have been built
a thousand years ago, has been
declared amonument of national
importance through a gazette no-
tification by the Ministry of
Culture earlier this week.

The notification, issued on
August 22, stated: "The central
government is of the opinion that
the ancient mound including
Anang Tal, Tehsil Mehrauli, dis-
trict South Delhi, National Capital
Territory Delhi__isanancientsite

and remains of national impor-
tance; Now, therefore, in exercise
of the powers conferred by sub-
section (1) of section 4 of the
Ancient Monuments and
jical Sites and Remains
Act, 1958(24 of 1958). the central
government hereby gives notice
ofitsintention to declare the said
andent site and remains to be of
national importance..”

The notification also invites
objections or suggestions over the
next two months. "Any objection
or suggestions, to the declaration
of the said archaeological site and
remains to be of national impor-
tance, may be made within a pe-

B 25 .

As per the website of National Mission on Monuments and
Antiquities Anang Tal dates back to 1,060 AD

s

riod of two months from the date
of issue of this notification, by any
interested person in the said an-
cient site and remains; to the di-
rector general, ASI... The objec-
tions or suggestions.. with
respect to said draft notification
within the period specified shall
be taken into consideration by the
central government." it said.
Reacting tothe development,
former National Monuments
Authority chairman Tarun Vijay,
who had submitted the proposal
in2019 to the Ministry of Culture
for declaration of the site as a
monument of national impor-
tance, said, "The national monu-

New Delhi

ment stature for Anang Tal is like
the re-coronation of Anang Pal
Singh Tomar in Delhi.”

Recently, Delhi Lieutenant
Governor Vinai Kumar Saxena
had visited the Anang Tal Baoli
inside Sanjay Van, and directed
officials to restore the heritage
stepwell within the next two
months.

Union Minister of State for
Culture and Pariamentary Affairs
Arjun Ram Meghwal, whovisited
the site in May, had asked the
Delhi Development Authority,
underwhose junisdictionthe area
falls, torestore the historic lake in
Mehrauli. The minister asked of-

Ley
] £

ficials to expedite conservation
work so the site could be declared
anational monument.

As per the website of
National Mission on
Monuments and Antiquities, a
government agency, Anang Tal
is situated “to the north of Jog
Maya temple and approximately
500 metres to the northwest of
Qutub Complex™,and dates back
to 1,060 AD. “Tradition ascribes
this tank to a Tomar King,
Anangpal II, the builder of Lal
Kot. Itissaid to have beena place
of a general resort but now it is
dried up and used for cultiva-
ton...," said the NMMA website.
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Omaxe bags sports complex cum retail project
from DDA at Dwarka in Delhi, to invest 22,100 cr

PTI 5 NEW DELHI

Rcalty firm Omaxe has
bagged a project from DDA
to develop a sports complex
and retail project at Dwarka in
the national capital at a cost of

- %2,100 crore. ‘
The company has secured .

this 50-acre project from the
Delhi Development Authority
(DDA) under ‘the “Design
Build Finance and Operate”
model. It will build both out-
door and indoor sports facili-
ties. A large cricket-cum-foot-

ball stadium is also being
planned, besides a retail
darea.

The total investment is
estimated at about 32,100 crore,
of which ¥1,300 -1,400 crore
will be on sports complex and
the rest on retail area.

Omaxe Ltd Chairman
Rohtas Goel said: “We have
bagged a project from DDA,
located in Dwarka, New Delhi”

It will be the first sports
facility to be developed by the
DDA in PPP (Public Private
Partnership) model.

“We will develop a world-
class cricket stadium and sports |
complex in this project.

It will be a marquee project
facilitating the sports infra-
structure at par with global
standards,” Goel said.

The retail portion would
offer spaces for shopping; din-
ing, and sports-related activi-
ties. “This project will be a big
boost to the infrastructure
upgradation in the National
Capital and is likely to create a
huge economic ‘multiplier

NEW DELHI | THURSDAY | AUGUST 25, 2022
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‘BOOK PRIOR APPOINTMENT TO MEET
OFFICIALS ON PUBLIC HEARING DAYS’

NEW DELHI: Now Delhiites can online prior book their
exclusive slots to meet DDA officials during public
hearing days through the Authority’s web site where a
dedicated url has been provided, an official state-
ment said. It added that the public hearing days in
DDA are Monday and Thursday. The timings are 2.30
pm to 4.30 pm for officers of the rank of deputy
directors and directors, while it is 2.30 pm to 3.30

pm for officers of the rank of commissioners and
above. “In order to facilitate public hearing in DDA in
a seamless manner, general public may obtain prior
online appointment to enter DDA's head office Vikas

rashtriyasahara.com |
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effect)” Goel said.

Sadan, Vikas Minar and other offices of the Authority

to get exclusive slot to meet officers to ascertain status
of their matter. “The url for booking online appoint-
ment with DDA officers is https:/ /citzservices.dda.org.
in/ and it is available in citizen centric services under
online public services tab of DDA's web site www.dda.
gov.in,” the statement said on Wednesday.
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