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Elevated corridor in pipeline to ease

trafﬁc between north central Delhi

' GAYATHRIMANI
NEW DELHI, DECEMBER 19

THE PUBLIC Works Department
(PWD) is planning to construct
an elevated corridor on GT Road,
between Tripolia Gate and Rani
Jhansi road, with an aim to end
heavy traffic jams at junctions
and key intersections on the
stretch and provide seamless
connectivity between North and
Central Delhi.

According to a senior PWD
official, GT Road is one of the
key stretches that connectsthe
—Outerpart of the national cap-
ital to North and Central Delhi.
“The 3.5-4 km-long stretch
from Tripolia Gate to Rani
Jhansi Road is heavily con-
gested. A proposal has been
made for anintegrated corridor
development plan for decon-
gestion,” said an official.

Officials said the planwillad-
dress three key intersections on
this stretch: Shakti Nagar
Chowk, Ghanta Ghar and Sabji
Mandi. “All three are heavily
congested and have narrow
lanes which makes commuting,

AIMgDeconga‘tlngEiT -

Kamal Road (Tripolia Gate

to Rani Jhansi road) B

especially during peak hours,
very difficult. At Ghanta Ghar
and Sabji Mandi, due to im-
proper parking, vendors, pedes-
trians, trafficis slow even during
non-peak hours.”

The PWD is also planning a
solution for vehicular parking
and pedestrian paths on this
stretch to decongest the three in-
tersections. However, with con-
struction for another project al-
ready underway - the Delhi
Metro Rail Corporation (DMRC)
is constructing a double-deck
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flyover-cum-metro corridor at
Azadpur Chowk between GT
Karnal Road and Rani Jhansi
Road - officials will have to find
away to manoeuvre around it,
The department had earlier
moved a proposal to decongest
the intersections but it was re-
jected by UTTIPEC, "The roads
are narrow, so it is very difficult
toexecute the project even now.
But the department has plansto
construct an elevated corridor.
Before that, a detailed study will
be conducted to check feasibil-

ity on ground,” said an official.

Once appointed, a consul-
tancy agency will do feasibility
and comprehensive surveys to
find the number and modes of
vehicles including pedestrian
and non-motorised vehicles,
present and future transporta-
tion proposals (Metro/ BRT/
NHAI/PWD/DDA/Railways)
along and around the influence
Zone.

“During the study, an inte-
grated transit corridor develop-
ment plan with detailed design
of intersections, middle sections
having entry and exits, all arte-
rial and major traffic moverment
corridors will be prepared,” said
the official.

"Once the feasibility study is
done, the PWD will move a pro-
posal to construct the elevated
corridor. The length, width and
number of lanes will be decided
only after the study. Tenders
have been floated to hire consul-
tancy agencies and the process
will take about a month. Once
the plans are approved and the
stretch is constructed, com-
muters will get major relief,”
added the official.
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{ SISODIA SAYS AFTER REVIEW MEETING }

In7yrs, govt built 3,767km -

roadsin unauthorlsed | areas

HT Correspondent

letters@hindustantimes.com

NEW DELHI: The Delhi govern-
ment has constructed 3,767km
of roads and 5,203km of drains
in unauthorised colonies in the
last seven years, deputy chief
minister Manish Sisodia said
after a review meeting with sen-
ior officials of Irrigation and
Flood Control Department
(I&FC) and Delhi State Indus-
trial and Infrastructure Devel-
opment Corporation (DSIIDC)
~ on Monday.

Sisodia directed officials to
complete pending work in
unauthorised colonies in the
next three months, and told
them that he will review the
progress of work every 15 days,
people aware of the matter said.

The deputy chief minister,
who also holds the Public
Works Department portfolio,
stated that the Aam Aadmi
Party government is working on
a war footing to ensure proper
roads and drainage systems in
nearly 1,800 unauthorised colo-

| nies.

According to officials, of the
1,800 unauthorised colonies,
development works in about
1,100 are either in their final sta-

ges or have been completed.

“The Delhi government is
determined to provide residents
of unauthorised colonies across
the city with basic civic infra-
structure, Previous govern-
ments considered the unautho-
rised colonies as vote banks
only and never paid attention to
development in these residen-
tial areas after elections,” Siso-
dia said.

The civic infrastructure in
the unauthorised colonies of
Delhi, spread almost across the
Capital, are in bad shape due to
the absence of roads, drainage

9

and sewer lines.

According to an official,
development works could not
be carried out in around 300
unauthoerised colonies due to
various reasons such as the
unavailability of NOCs [rom the
archaeoclogical department and
the Delhi Development Author-
ity because the colonies are
located on lands belonging to
different agencies.

Some of them are already
developed and have the basic
civic infrastructure, or they are
being developed by other agen-
cies, the officials added.
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Delhi To Plan In Advance So That
It Doesn’t Rain On Its G20 Parade

With Most Events Scheduled For September Focus On Curbing Waterlogging

Atul.Mathur@timesgroup.com

New Delhi: With six of the eight G-20
events, including the main summit,
scheduled to be held in the city at the
peak of the monsoon next September,
the government has underscored the
need to put in place foolproof and per-
manent measures to prevent water-
logging along arterialroads.

According toofficials, a teamn of four
road-owing agencies — Municipal Cor-
poration of Delhi, New Delhi Municipal
Corporation, Public Works Department
and National Highways Authority of In-
dia — has been formed to identify floo-
ding hotspots around the proposed ve-
nues of the summit and other events
and take location-specific measures to
ensure water drains out immediately
even if there is a heavy downpour.

Traditionally, August is the wet-
test month in the capital but the last
few years witnessed a flurry of rain-
falleven in September, when monsoon
starts receding. Between September 1
and 24 this time, Delhi witnessed in-
cessant rain, receiving 111.6mm of ra-
infall: September’s rainfall tally was
164.5mm - more than 33% over the nor-
mal monthly mark of 123.5mm.

Six important G-20 events - fourth
sherpa meeting (September 3-6), fo-
urth finance and central bank deputi-
es’ meeting (September 5-6), joint sher-
paand finance deputies’ meeting (Sep-
tember 6), joint finance and energy de-
puties’ meeting (September 7), joint
financeand energy ministers’ meeting
(September 8) and the main summit
(September 8) - are slated to take place
in September, forcing the authorities
to plan and corrective measures in ad-
vance to prevent waterlogging.

On August 29, 2020, US secretary of
state John Kerry got a taste of Delhi's
traffic jams due to severe waterlogging,

Flie Dh-utos

NOT A PRETTY PICTURE; w;th roacls eadmg to iGI gettlng flooded everytnme itrains
heavily, the authorities have their hands full as they prepare to host digriitaries

when his motorcade took nearly an ho-
ur toreach the Taj Mahal hotel from 1GI
airport on a rain-drenched day. It had
become a major security concernasUS

media personnel travelling with Kerry
had started tweeting about the dismal
traffic situation in the city, prompting
US and Indian intelligence officials to

quickly review the security apparatus.
Officials said several important
steps have been planned in this regard.
These include using Al-based predicti-
ve modelling and prediction systems,
desilting in advance, re-carpeting of ro-
ads to ensure the gradient matches the
drainage system, identification of com-
mon points where emergency crews can
be stationed in caseof waterlogging, im
proving the sewerage system and repla-
cement and repair of old pipelines.
Cleaning of all stormwater drains
on aregular basis, construction of re-
taining walls, wherever necessary, for
minimising flooding, proper drainage

on bridges, sensitisation of sanitation
workers notto turn stormwater drains
todumpsites and creation of ponds for
holding excess water in case of heavy
rains have also been planned.

“The agencies have been given the
deadline of June 2023 to complete the-
se works,” said a senior official.

“The first heavy downpour of the
monsoon in June-end or July first week
willbethelitmustest. It willgiveustime
to make necessary changes in case the-
re is waterlogging,” the official added.

Officials added that the area around
IGI airport and Dwarka underpass is
among several prominent road stret-
ches prone to waterlogging during the
monsoon. DDA has already started a
major drainage project to channelise
therainandstormwaterdischargefrom
theairport to Najafgarh drain, which is
likely to be completed by May 2023.

PWD has also made micro-level
plans to deal with waterlogging hots-
pots, said anotherofficial.
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‘DELHI GOVT IS DETERMINED TO PROVIDE BASIC CIVIC INFRASTRUCTU

Sisodia: Complete devworks in
unauthorised colonies in 3 mths

OUR CORRESPONDENT

NEW DELHI: Deputy Chief
Minister Manish Sisodia Mon-
day directed officials to com-
plete within three months the
pending road construction and
laying of drainage system in
unauthorised colonies of Delhi.
According to officials, of the
1,800 unauthorised colonies,
development works in about
1,100 are either in their final
stages or have been completed.
Sisodia reviewed the ongo-
ing road construction and lay-
ing drainage system in the
unauthorised colonies along
with the senior officials of the
Irrigation and Flood Control
Department and the Delhi State
Industrial and Infrastructure
Development Corporation.
During the review meet-
ing, officials said development
work could not be carried out
in about 300 unauthorised col-
onies and cited various reasons,

including the unavailability of -

no objection certificate from
the archaeological depart-
ment and the Delhi Develop-
ment Authority, the region
being attributed as forest land,

During the review meeting, officials said development work could not be carried out in about 300 unauthorised
colonies and cited various reasons

Highlights -

» According fo officials, of
the 1,800 unauthorised
colonies, development
works in about 1,100 are
either in their final stages
or have been completed

» Sisodia reviewed the
ongoing road construction
and laying drainage
systemn in the unauthorised
colonies along with the
senior officials

» Complete the
developmental work of
the remaining colonies
on priority, which will be
reviewed by him every

15 days: Sisodia

and overlapping. Also, some
of them are already developed
and have the basic civic infra-
structure, or they are being
developed by other agencies,
the officials added.

Sisodia, who also holds the
PWD portfolio, directed officials
to complete the pending works

in the next three months which
include construction of roads
and drains, the installation of
sewer and water pipes in these
colonies. Development works
in remaining colonies will be
started soon, officials said.
‘The deputy chief minister
instructed the officials to com-

plete the developmental work
of the remaining colonies on
priority, which will be reviewed
by him every 15 days.

“The Delhi government is
determined to provide basic
civic infrastructure to the resi-
dents of unauthorised colonies.
Previous governments consid-

ered the unauthorised colonies
as vote banks only and never
paid attention to the r devel-
opment after election .. Unlike
others, the Delhi government
is determined to fulfil its guar-
antees to develop quality civic
infrastructure in these colo-
nies,’ Sisodia said.



